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MEMOIRS 

Of the Lift of Elisha Kirk, 

The subject of the following Memoirs was born 
in the township of East Cain, county of Chester, and 
State of Pennsylvania, on the 25th of the 1 2th mo. 
1757. His parents, Caleb and Elizabeth Kirk, were 
members of the religious Society of Friends; and 
by their piety iind consistent conduct as such, were 
an ornament to their profession. Under their care 
the mind of their son was prepared, in very early 
life, to receive the seed of the heavenly kingdom, 
and, like the good ground, to bring forth fruit to the 
praise of the great Husbandman. 

It appears, by a brief memorandum in his own 
handwriting, that so early as the fifth year of his 
age, his mind was susceptible of "the reproofs of 
instruction,'^ On one occasion, having been guilty 
of disobedience to his father, he says, ** Afterwards, 
walking out alone, I was led into a state of deep 
thoughtfulness about my situation, attended with an 
anxious desire that I might so live, in future, as to 
obtain a state of happiness, when time to me should 
be no more; being at that time convinced that I 
could not inherit such a state without obedience to 
my parents, and a cross to my own inclinations." 
Such early fVuits of religious care, and evident mani- 
festation of the Divine Gift, afibrd great encourago- 
VoL. VI.— 1 
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ment to concerned parents, in the education of their 
offspring. They demonstrate, in a very satisfactory 
manner, the early susceptibility of the human mind 
to divine impressions; — that the hearty of ^Mittle 
children" receive, and understand the language of 
heavenly truth, restraining them from present evil, 
and opening their way to the highest attainments in 
christian knowledge. 

Soon after this event he was put to school, where 
his conduct gave evidence that the instruction re- 
ceived under his former exercises was not easily 
forgot: for he tells us that ** having been thus early 
convinced of the necessity of obedience and order, 
I dont recollect that I ever misbehaved, so as to re- 
ceive a stroke or frown from my teacher." While 
the other children were engaged in play, he would 
often retire from their company, and walk alone in 
some secluded situation. 

We are not, however, to conclude, from these 
early evidences of religious concern, that he was not 
subject to the temptations, incident to the seasons of 
childhood and youth. It is abundantly manifest from 
his own account, that he delighted in social pleasures, 
and sometimes gratified his inclination at the expense 
of his peace. On one occasion, several lads, his re- 
lations, paid the family a visit on first-day; but, his 
parents being from home, they spent the afternoon 
in sport and play, contrary to his sense of propriety 
at that time. In the evening, being alone, his mind 
was- filled with remorse and sorrow; — and in this 
distress, he resolved to be more careful in future. 

1770. About the thirteenth year of his age, his 
parents removed to the county of York, and settled 
About two miles from York-town. Here, his inclioa- 
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lion for social intercourse subjected him to many 
severe conflicts. He was strongly tempted to asso- 
ciate with the servants and hired persons, in his fa- 
ther's house; — a kind of society which he was clear- 
ly convinced had a tendency to lead his mind away 
from the Truth, and from the enjoyment of that peace 
and satisfaction of which, in a course of self-denial, 
he had largely partaken. Sometimes, he formed 
resolutions to be faithful to the clear discovery of his 
duty in this respect, and determined to take up the 
cross to this inclination; at other times, yielding to 
the force of temptation, he became alienated from 
the path of peace, and strayed from the fold of safety; 
upon the whole making no sensible progress in a 
religious life for about two years. 

In the 8th month, 1772, he was deprived by death 
of the guardianship and care of his excellent father: 
but it pleased his heavenly Parent, by the renewed 
visitations of his light and love about this time, to 
supply his loss. He was now in his fifteenth year, 
and continued with his mother, working on the farm. 
When the mind is labouring under a consciousness 
of guilt, its uneasiness is often aggravated by events, 
which, under other circumstances, would pass un- 
noticed, or be viewed without alarm. The senti- 
ment expressed in the proverb is confirmed by uni- 
versal experience, **The wicked flee when no man 
pursueth: — but the righteous are bold as a lion.'* A 
state of inward peace with God, is not easily disturb- 
ed by outward circumstances. In this state, the 
phenomena of nature are seen without terror: and, 
even those of the most awful kind, may be viewed 
with complacency.' But when the mind is disturb- 
ed by a sens^ of guilt] the case is quite otherwise. 
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So it was with the subject of these memoirs. A 
9JU}rm of thunder and lightning which occurred 
about this period, threw him into a state of alarm, 
and proved a means, in the Divine hand, of turning. 
tiui mind to seek after a preparation to meet the 
I^iard in the way of his coming. "It proved, ''^saya 
he,, "through Him that worketh by what ways and 
means best pleaseth him, to be the loudest and most 
effectual preaching that ever I had heard, and tended 
to drive me home to Christ, who, as I waited on 
him, wrought in me both to will and to do of his 
own good pleasure. '' 

Yielding to the sanctifying, c^eratibn of the holy 
Spirit, by obedience to its clear manifestations, his 
affections now began to be weaned from sublunary 
gratifications, and placed on the Author of all good, 
in whose presence there is "fulness of joy, and at 
whose right hand are rivers of pleasure. " If, at any 
time, his mind was drawn away into a state of for- 
getful ness^ the storm and the thunder proved a fresh 
excitement to review his conduct; when, if a con- 
sciousness of unfaithfulness or negligence attended,. 
Oh! the remorse he felt! which was only removed 
by repentance,, and a renewed sense of the mercy 
and forgiveness of God. He had now also a clearer 
perception of the necessity of overcoming the pas- 
sions of anger and resentment. In the course of his 
business, as a farmer, he had often the management 
of unruly horses, by which his patience was much 
tried; and, conscious of his weakness^ he was led to 
seek to the Lord for strength to overcome these 
piassions, — and he did not seek in vain; — for he 
says, ^Mn time I witnessed an overcoming, and as I 
continued fervent in spiriti I often experienced my 
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peace to flow as a river of comfort, filling and over*, 
flowing my whole inner man." 

At this period, he also took great delight in read- 
ing the holy Scriptures, and spent most of his lei- 
sure time in that employment. In the perusal of 
those invaluable records, he often felt near unity pf 
spirit with the holy prophets and apostles, who had 
home the cross, despising the shame, some of them 
cheerfully sealing their testimony with their blood. 
He diligently attended religious meetings, and in 
fervent, silent waiting upon the Lord, was frequent- 
ly favoured to know an inward communion with 
him in spirit; and joyfully to drink of that "river 
which maketh glad the whole heritage of God." 

About this time, on returning home from plough, 
he found several Friends at the house, who had come 
from a distance. One of them, an elderly man, af- 
ter Elisha had told him his name, asked in a pleasant 
way if he was a prophet, " I felt," says he, " very 
serious, and wished that he had the same weighty 
sense of the prophetic character that I then felt. I 
soon found him to be of a very jocular natural dis- 
position, with which I was soon pleased, and my 
nnind led away from that watchful state in which he 
found me. But soon after he was gone, finding my 
mind disquieted, I perceived that he had been the 
means of leading me from the watch-tower, where- 
in alone there is safety; and sorrow and distress were 
the consequence. I believe he was a friend who 
lived in a good degree of innocency. But how ne- 
cessary it is for those, who profess to be the follow- 
ers of Jesus Christ, to be careful lest they cause one 
of the Lord's little cbildren to be oflended, or to 
offtnd!" 

1* 
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In the latter part of the year 1773, being then 
tbout sixteen years of age, he travelled southward 
as fyr as Virginia; intending to go further in the 
search of a settlement, — and to remove with the fa- 
mily, if a suitable situation should offer. In the fore- 
part of this journey, being exposed to rough and un- 
profitable company, he says, " I suffered considera- 
ble loss in my spiritual condition. '^ But here, a 
merciful dispensation of Divine Providence was in- 
strumental in calling him to renewed circumspection, 
and a deep consideration of the uncertainty of life. 
While in Virginia, one of his companions was taken 
ill with a severe dysentery. The disorder appeared 
to be infectious, for nearly the whole family where 
they lodged were seized with it. Here, far from 
home and amongst strangers, disease and death in 
a most terrific aspect, stared him in the face; and 
brought him into a serious consideration of his spi- 
ritual state, and how he might be prepared to re- 
ceive a disorder which often proved fataU The view 
was awful; and in solemn consideration of the cir- 
cumstances, his soul bowed in prostration before 
that Power, " in whose hand are the issues of life.'* 
He was spared, and entered into renewed covenant 
with th6 God of mercy. This trial proved a bless- 
ing to his susceptible mind, and was a means of 
preserving him from the temptations incident to ar- 
dent, inexperienced young persons, in situations sd 
exposed. 

In the early part of winter he returned home, and 
continued to reside with his mother on the farm. — 
In this situation, with the advantages derived from 
experience, his soul was drawn diligently to seek 
for strength and consolation from the only Fountaiu 
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of all that can '' soothe the life of man/' and qualify 
him to meet every vicissitude with fortitude and 
composure. At this period, he says of himself, '^I 
had now been for some years religiously inclined, 
and at times, was made partaker of the enjoyments 
of communion with God, greatly to the refreshment 
of my inner man.*' 

When we take a view of the state of this estima- 
ble youth at this time, enjoying the pure and exalt- 
ed happiness of a life devoted to God in the path of 
self-denial; and compare it with the low and grovel- 
ling state of the sensualist, — how very striking is 
the contrast! '< Strait is the gate, and narrow the 
way that leadeth unto life,'* — but. Oh! how excel- 
lent, how ennobling to the mind, is that life, when 
attained! We are then ^^ anointed with the oil of 
gladness," armed for ever}' conflict, and, in the 
midst of trials of every kind, even in death; — aro 
borne above them all. 

About this period, he spent much of his leisure 
time in the perusal of religious books, particularly 
the biographical Memoirs and Journals of Our primi- 
tive Friends; — a species of reading that has been 
greatly blessed, to the edification and improvement 
of those who have been setting out in a religious 
life, — as well as to those who have made some pro- 
gress in the journey. Speaking of this kind of read- 
ing, he says, ^^ It afforded me satisfaction and in- 
struction in the way I had been, for some time, desi- 
rous to walk; for I had not before known that there 
was any religious society on earth, who enjoyed tho 
same inward communion of spirit with God, that 
I had at times partaken o£'' 
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1774. In the seventeenth year of his age, he was 
placed as an apprentice to Isaac Jackson of New 
Garden township, Chester county; — where, by the 
sweetness of his disposition, and the innocent cheer- 
fulness of his manners and conversation, he soon 
won the love and esteem of the family. By the 
written testimony of the valuable friend with whom 
he served his apprenticeship, it appears, that this 
change in his outward situation did not relax the ar- 
dour of his mind, in the pursuit of heavenly trea- 
sures; — for we are informed that, as he grew in 
years, he increased more and more in love and de- 
dication to Truth, as was evident by the pure effects 
thereof on his tender mind; so that, for some time 
before the term of his apprenticeship had expired, 
he appeared as a minister in our public meetings 
for divine, worship. His example and conversation 
amongst the young people with whom he associated, 
though cheerful and pleasant, were instructive and 
profitable; and, by exhibiting the christian character 
in its own dignity and sweetness, were influential to 
win souls to the service of Him, who is indeed, 
when seen in the light of Truth, "altogether love- 
ly." At this particular period it was observed of 
him, that he much desired and loved the company 
of his elder brethren and friends, — was a constant 
attendant at religious meetings, and a -good exam- 
ple in humble waiting upon God, on these solemn 
occasions. 

Having served out the term of his apprenticeship 
with fidelity, he received a strong proof of the con- 
fidence and esteem of his late master, by the offer 
of a partnership in his business; which he accepted. 
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and the firm was continued, with great harmony be- 
tween them, for several years. 

Considering the marriage state as of divine ap- 
pointment, partaking as well of the nature of a reli- 
giousj as of a civil compact, he was careful to seek 
and wait for divine counsel, in all his movements 
toward the consummation of this most important 
engagement By a written memorandum, found 
amongst his papers, it appears, that he undoubtedly 
believed the object of his choice was providentially 
pointed out to him; which, the subsequent h&ppy 
union' of the parties, their remarkable qualifications, 
as helpmeets for each other, and the divine blessing,, 
which evidently rested upon them and their family^ 
V tend to confirm. The following extract of a letter,, 
addressed to the young woman with whom he was 
then engaged to be married, will give some idea of 
the state of his mind^ under this weighty prospeet. 

10th month 11th, 177^. 

^^I hope these may find thee in the enjoy- 
ment of His presence whom I love better than health, 
who is strength in weakness, and a present helper 
in eYQvy needful time, — with whose presence when 
I am favoured, I can fe«l true unity with thee. Peo- 
ple in a state of nature may have a love and fellow- 
ship for and with each other, yet, such a unity falls 
far short of that, which is experienced by those who 
have had their faces turned Sion-ward, and whose 
souls pant after the well-spring of living water. Be- 
ing concerned to labour faithfully^ from day to day, 
uatil He arise who is the true Sabbath of rest, these, 
having laboured together^ may rest iogeiheTf and 
witness a unity^of spirit, in which their minds art 
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raised above all earthly things, even into the para- 
dise of God; where they may freely eat of the fruits 
of the Garden, and rejoice together in a state of in- 
nocency, love and purity/' 

On the 5th day of the 4th month, 1780, he was 
joined in marriage with Ruth Miller, (the young 
woman before alluded to) daughter of Solomon and 
Sarah Miller, of Pipe Creek, in Frederick county, 
Maryland. They settled at York, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, where they soon became very useful 
members of the Society, not only as gospel ministers, 
in which capacity they gained the esteem and con-^ 
fidence of their fellow-members, but as skilful la^ 
bourers in the administration of its excellent Disci- 
pline. 

His dedication to the cause of truth and righteous- 
ness was evinced by his circumswp'ct deportment in 
life, and by his travels abroad in ine work of the mi- 
nistry ; cheerfully leaving the comforts of home and 
his endeared family connexions, in several long and 
laborious journeys, in the service of the gospel. His 
friends, in their memorial of him subsequent to his 
decease, say, that, after his settlement in York, "he 
continued a useful member in society, — was diligent 
in his outward calling, yet did not allow worldly 
concerns to hinder him from attending our religious 
meetings, with his family; — and was favoured with 
much place in treating with those who had strayed 
from the path of Truth.*' "His exemplary conduct 
and strict justice in his dealings, — raised him in the 
esteem of those who knew him. He was an affec- 
tionate husband, a tender parent, and a faithful 
friend," r 
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Among the written evidences of his piety, in the 
early period of his life, the following short Essays, 
found amongst his manuscripts, are deemed worthy 
of preservation^ 

Yorktowny Sth mo, 30M, 1783. 
If Revelation be ceased, — if there be not an 
inward director, — if the Scriptures and writings of 
good men formerly, be the only guide of faith and 
practice, as some affirm; — then religion is a very 
uncertain thing. All terrestrial things are mutable, < 
and liable to change. The sense and signification 
of words change — the acceptation of sentences and 
texts changes, and is different with different persons. 
This is abundantly evinced by the many different 
practices and professions of those who call them- 
selves christians; all following the text according to 
their own acceptation of it ! Ah Lord ! what un- 
certainty is here! But blessed be the name of Israel's 
God, true Religion is not an uncertainty: I feel it 
to be a holy certainty, conveyed to my soul in awful 
silence. I have not words to set it forth to the un- 
derstandings of those who feel it not! Oh! that I 
may live in it, — walk in it, — tabernacle in it, and 
it in me, all the future days of my life. 

I have been (though accounted religious) too much 
a wanderer up and down, upon the barren mountains 
of an empty profession — not sufficiently hearkening 
to the voice of Him who speaks once, yea, twice, 
but man perceiveth it not. I call it a voice, though 
not an outward voice; but a divine or spiritual 
voice, conveying divine intelligence. Here, each 
one hears the gospel preached in his own language; 
not the ouiwgfd gospel, or historical account of 
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the life and death of Jesus Christ; — but '^the power 
of God unto salvation/' to as many as follow it? 
dictates. In it, I feel satisfaction with some few of 
the days of my life, in years that are past and gone. 
In it, I feel unity with those who have "wandered . 
about in sheep-skins, and in goat-skins, and in dens- 
and caves of the earth, of whom the world was not •: 
worthy; — but who, through faith, obtained a good '. 
report." In it, I feel unity with the spirits of just 
men made perfect 

I have had a glinapse of that state of humble, low* 
ly-mindedness into which, the spirit of Christy if 
faithfully eyed, and followed in all its secret mov* 
ings, would lead its followers; but I dont know that 
I can find language sufficient to convey an idea of 
it to others, unless it be to those who have had some iig 
such prospect. It has caused me to believe thalv^ 
many, even of the well concerned amongst us, fall 
far short of the standard which shall be held up to 
view by the virgin daughter of Zion, when she shall * 
put on her beautiful garments, and the meek, hum-r. ' 
ble, lowly Lamb come to rule and reign in all thingf?, 
inwardly and outwardly. 



Among the various dispensations of Divine good- 
ness, I have been in a state, wherein I have expe- 
rienced the comfortable enjoyment of Divine love, 
even in my sleep; and have known (as it were) the 
angels guarding me and ministering to me: and 
when I have awaked, my mind hath been full of 
heavenly sweetness, and I have seen the manna lying 
thick about the tent-door, and nothing to do but 
arise, gather, and eat: So that when I have not spent 
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it in '^riotous living/' I have had a sufficiency to 
live on through the day. But, as it pleaseth the 
Lord to vary his dispensations to his people, even 
to the faithful, so I have had, at other times, to ex- 
perience a warfare in the night season; being pressed 
with hunger, want, and penury: and in the mornine; 
I have awaked, poor, empty ^ and naked, having no- 
thing to eat, until I had laboured hard for it." 



It appears from the testimony of his friends, as 
well as from the short account he has left of his reli- 
gious engagements, both at home and abroad, that 
he was eminently qualified for usefulness as a minis- 
ter in the church. For the important service of 
visiting families, he was peculiarly gifted; and 
many, yet living, will long remember his labours in 
this way. He was remarkable for the affectionate 
notice he took of the children and young people, in 
families he visited, and where he was entertained 
in his travels. By his easy demeanour, and kind at- 
tentions to such, he won their affections, and opened 
the way for the communication of instruction, which, 
like seed on the good ground prepared to receive 
it, brought forth fruit after its kind, leaving memo- 
rials of affection not easily forgotten. 

On the 10th of the 5th month, 1784, having ob- 
tained a certificate of the unity and approbation of 
his monthly meeting, he set out on a religions visit 
to Friends and others, as far south as Carolina. Of 
a part of this journey, he has left some account in 
writing; — which, though very brief and not con- 
tinued through, is nevertheless interesting and in- 
structive; evincing, not only great dedication to Di- 
vine requirings, but a very heavenly state of mind. 
Vol. VI.— 2 
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On one occasion, he says, '^As we rode along this 
morning, between day-break and sunrise, through 
a beautiful valley — the hills on each side, clothed 
with verdure, the little birds, in performing the du- 
ties assigned them by the wise Disposer of all things, 
warbling their notes to their Maker's praise, — a 
sweet sense of my being in the way of performing 
the duty allotted me by Him, attended my mind, 
and melted my heart into tenderness. May I never 
forget the love and mercy of a gracious God !" On 
another occasion, after giving up to an intimation of 
duty to have a religious sitting in a family, he says, 
^^I had to address them in the language of Christ to 
Nathaniel, ^Behohl an Israelite, indeed, in whom is 
no guile;' — it was a season, I hope, not soon to be 
forgotten by some, nor ever by me. During the 
remaining part of the afternoon and evening, I was 
in a state of feeling, which I believed to be a fore- 
taste of the sweetness and peace of the Paradise of 
God. As we rode along in the evening, I had often 
to remember a portion of scripture in the Book of 
Isaiah, ^The mountains and the hills shall break 
forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands for joy.' I remember to 
have enjoyed nearly the same condition, once or 
twice before, when about nineteen or twenty years 
of age, wherein I apprehended I sensibly felt and 
saw all nature singing forth its Maker's praise. 1 
write these things in commemoration of the Lord's 
condescending love and mercy to me a poor worm. 
May I never forget his many favours." 

In the latter part of the year 1 785, he laid before 
his monthly meeting a prospect, which had been 
opened to his mind some months before, of paying 
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a religious visit to Fricndsy eastward, particularly 
in New England. In the 2d month, 1786, believing 
the time to set out was near at hand, he requested 
a certificate; which being granted, he left home on 
the 17th of the 4th month following, in company 
with Peter Yarnall. 

In this journey, he visited the meetings of Friends 
on the way, through the States of Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and New Jersey; — attended those in the 
city of New York, and on Long Island, and thence 
to Rhode Island and Massachusetts. He accompanied 
Peter Yarnall as far as Salem and Lynn; but the 
chief field of bis religious labour lay in Rhode Island. 
Leaving Peter at Lynn, he returned to Providence, 
and went from thence to Newport, where he conti- 
nued a religious visit to the families at that place, 
having before had sittings with a considerable num- 
ber of them^ in company with Peter Yarnall, and 
others. 

During his stay in Newport, he was brought into 
deep trial and sufiering, on account of the severe ill- 
ness of his wife, and one of their children; a state- 
ment of which he had received, by letter, during 
the said visit to the families there. After close con- 
sideration of the case, he felt easy to return home- 
ward; which he did, and arrived at New York on 
the 12th of the 8th month. But, tarrying here a 
short time, his mind became easy respeqting his fa- 
mily, believing the sick were on the recovery, which 
was soon confirmed by letter; and in pure dedication 
to the Divine will, though much in the cross to his 
own inclination, he returned to New England, where, 
labouring faithfully, he was favoured to conclude his 
service, and return home in peace. 
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He made several religious visits afterwards to 
Friends in divers places within the States of Penn- 
sylvania and Delaware; in all which, his dedication 
to the cause of Truth, — his steady adherence to ma- 
nifested duty, — the singleness of his eye to the point- 
ings of Divine wisdom, and the consequent light 
and power that accompanied his ministry, are ap- 
parent from the brief accounts he has left behind 
him. 

We now come toward the conclusion of his life, 
and shall close this short memoir with some account 
of the state of his mind, during his illness, and at 
his death. 

His constitution was marked bydelicacy from ear- 
ly life, and probably the nature of his business was 
unfavourable to his health. In the 9th month, 1789, 
he attended the Yearly Meeting held at Philadel- 
phia; and before reaching home was seized with a 
disease then prevailing, called the influenza; which 
terminated in a confirmed pulmonary consumption. 
His health gradually declined, until the 12th month 
following; after which he was mostly confined to 
his chamber. During the forepart of his illness, the 
sensible enjoyment of the Divine presence was much 
withheld from him; under which trying dispensation, 
he evidenced great patience, expressing a desire that 
he might wait in true resignation to know the Lord's 
will, in thus hiding from him the light of his glorious 
countenance. But God who is rich in mercy to his 
dependent children, did not leave him long in this 
tried state, but breaking forth, as a clear sun from 
behind the dark clouds, shone brightly upon him, 
to his great consolation and joy — in which his re- 
deemed soul was enabled to magnify and praise the 
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Lord his God. And now, having a clear view of 
his approaching dissolution, he, with great serenity 
and composure, gave directions concerning his out- 
ward affairs, with a care to have them properly set- 
tled. To his endeared, and now deeply afflicted 
companioDy he tenderly addressed himself, desiring 
her to labour for a state of perfect resignation to the 
Divine will; saying," then our parting will be made 
easier than thou dost expect. " Often, after being 
put to bed, he would say; "Oh! how happy 1 am! I 
have a good Sf aster that has provided for me a house, 
a home, a nurse, and every thing of which I have 
need!*' 

About two weeks before his death, on waking out 
of a sound sleep in the night, he again pressed his 
v^ife to endeavour to attain perfect resignation; — 
saying, "thou must give me up cheerfully, and thou 
wilt get along better than at present thou canst ex- 
pect. There will be a way provided for thee and 
our little daughter. I think our son will be taken 
away." About this time, on being visited by his 
beloved friend, Peter Yarnall, he mentioned, in 
conversation, that he had been looking back over 
his past life, and could remember many favours re- 
ceived from the Divine hand, even from his youth; 
and that he had, in a good degree, been faithful to 
the manifestations of duty. He said he had made 
some miMeps, but hoped they were forgiven. Two 
days after, the same friend, on visiting him again, 
found him very weak, but free from pain; for which 
favour he several times expressed his gratitude to 
the great Author of all our blessings; and in the 
evening of the same day, laying rery still and re-- 
54* 
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signedy said, ^Hhis has been a comfortabley pleasant 
day.'' 

A week before his decease, two of his brothers 
visiting him, he expressed great satisfaction in see- 
ing them once more. On his recovering a little from 
a very weak state, his brother said, ^^ I thought thou 
hadst been going." To which he replied, ^'Oh! 
sweet change." Then, observing some about him 
to weep, he said, " Weep not for me, but for your- 
selves, and for your children" — and shortly after, 
said, ^' It is in my heart to sing, for the joy that is 
set before me." 

The day before his decease, to one of his friends 
sitting by his bed side, his countenance appeared re- 
markably serene, indicating a mind wholly at rest. 
After a time of solemn silence, he turned his face 
toward the friend, and said, <^ We have both spoken 
of the Divine light; but I have never before enjoyed 
it in so luminous a manner: and I now see, in this 
heavenly light, that to-morrow I shall leave this 
state of being, and have a happy entrance into the 
eternal world." 

About four o'clock ih the morning of the day on 
which he departed, he asked after his wife's health; 
and afterwards said, ^^ I cannot express the joy I 
have felt; — the glory and brightness I have seen, 
and do see, and which I am going eternally to en- 
joy." His wife expressing her satisfaction on seeing 
him in such a state of mind, he replied, ^^Ah! do 
rejoice with me. Bid me farewell. Don't hinder 
me. The Lord will take care of thee and thy little 
daughter. He hath promised to be a husband to the 
widow, and a father to the fatherless, and he will 
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fulfil all his promises. He is good to all that love 
and fear him.'' 

His son dying a short time before him, on being 
informed of this events he said he was greatly thank- 
ful that he was removed, adding, ^<I do rejoice that 
he has gone before me. The last night hath been a 
precious night to me — the sweetest night I ever 
had.'' 

A^ few hours previous to his release, many friends 
having assembled to attend the funeral of his son, 
he desired they might be invited into his chamber. 
After taking leave of them in a very affectionate 
manner, raising his voice, he said ^'Oh! let all be 
faithful to the precious gift, the Lord hath bestowed 
upon them." After they were gone, he lay still 
some time; and about twelve o'clock said, **0h! 
the light and glory I see! It shines all round me — 
my eyes never beheld any thing so glorious." Af- 
terwards, appearing in' a quiet, composed, and hea- 
venly frame of mind, he sometimes uttered words, 
but in a voice so low, as not to be distinctly heard; 
and, about eight o'clock in the evening, quietly 
passed away from this state of probation, to join 
with the"spiritsof just men made perfect," — "the 
general assembly and church of the first-born, whose 
names are written in heaven." 

He died on the 11th day of the 4th month, 1790, 
aged thirty-two years, three months and seventeen 
days: having been a minister nearly thirteen years; 
and was buried in Friends' graveyard at York, on 
the 13th of the same month, on which occasion a 
solemn meeting was held. 

The review of such a life, and such a death, — a 
life, 80 devoted to the great end of pur existence, 
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and a death, so full of consolation, — is happily cal- 
culated to animate and strengthen the Christian 
traveller in his arduous journey towards a state of 
perfect redemption: and when we consider the 
strong Evidence it affor4^, in confirmation of the 
doctrine of a future existence, — even that ^^ life and 
immortality which were (and still are) brought to 
light by the Gospel/' it becomes one of the most 
interesting subjects that can engage the attention of 
a rational being. Oh! how diminutive all the little 
pursuits of this life, — all the transient enjoyments 
of this fleeting state, appear, when put in opposition 
to the unmixed pleasures, the ever-enduring happi- 
ness of the eternal world ! Well might the apostle, 
in a view of the transcendent riches of the heavenly 
state, say, ^'For I reckon that the sufferings of the 
present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us;'' — and well 
might our blessed Lord hold forth the awful admo- 
nition, contained in this query, '^What is a man 
profited if h^ shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul ?" F* 
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Memorandums of part of his journey and visit 
to Virginia^ Carolina, fyc. 

The 4th day of the 5th month, 1784. Having for 
some weeks past, felt drawings in my mind, at times, 
to accompany some Friend, on a religious visit to 
the southward; this evening, Margaret Porter, Mar- 
garet Cook, and James Iddings came to my house,^ 
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on their way to Virginia Yearly Meeting, to be held 
at Black-water — and James proposing to proceed 
thence on a visit to Friends in North Carolina, the 
thoughts of accompanying him produced some un- 
easy sensations in my mind, greatly desiring to be 
rightly directed therein. They stayed meeting with 
us; after which I became more easy, and informed 
him next morning, before -they set off, how the mat- 
ter was with me; and proposed that if my concern 
continued and increased, I would lay it before our 
monthly meeting on seventh-day next, and if there 
approved, perhaps I might overtake him at Black- 
water. After he was gone I found the subject settle 
with more weight on my mind, and I informed a 
few Friends thereof, who were in the station of el- 
ders. It now appeared to be my duty, to hasten to 
put things in readiness for my leaving home; in 
which, I felt my mind much favoured, and the con- 
cern to increase. Accordingly, on seventh-day, I 
laid it before the meeting, under a sense of the 
weight and clearness, which now attended, and ob- 
tained a minute of the concurrence of my friends. 
Then, taking leave of my dear wife and family, and 
near friends, on second-day morning, the 10th of 
5th month, I set out in company with my kind 
friend, Ezekiel Cleaver, who was on his way to 
visit his son at Hopewell. 

The dispensations of Divine Providence are dif- 
ferent and various, yet, doubtless, all in best wisdom, 
for good purposes. At times, a sense of doubting, 
and great diffidence are permitted to attend the mind. 
But at this time, I felt otherwise, and a confidence 
was given me that I had certainly heard, and knew 
the voice of the good Shepherd; — which often filled 
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my heart with humble thankfulness, as I travelled 
along the road. 

Soon after I left town, we were overtaken by one 
Bowen, a Methodist minister, who had, the even- 
ing before, expressed his desire of having some con- 
versation with me. We had much discourse on re- 
ligious subjects, which, toward the conclusion was 
somewhat to my satisfaction. Lodged at Bentley — 
forty-five miles. 

11th. As we rode along this morning, betweea 
day-break and sun-rise, through a beautiful valley, — 
the hills on each side, being clothed with verdure, — 
and the little birds in performing the task allotted 
them by the wise Disposer of all things, warbling 
their notes to their Maker's praise, — a sweet sense 
of being in the way to perform the duty allotted 
me by Him, attended my mind, and these things 
melted my heart into tenderness, as I rode along. 
May I never forget the love and mercies of a gra- 
cious God! 

This afternoon, my companion proposed my go- 
ing with him to Fairfax, with an expectation that 
the Friends I wanted to overtake might be there. I 
had nearly concluded to do so; but when we came 
almost to the fork of the road, I suddenly felt a 
strong impression on my mind to keep forward; 
which I did, and took leave of my kind friend Eze- 
kiel Cleaver. I, soon after, heard they had gone on 
some days before. This, though a small matter, was 
a renewed confirmation to me, of the existence and 
presence of a Divine intelligence, who knew all 
things. It afterwards appeared, that I had but just 
timQ to reaph the Yearly Meeting at B]^ck-water. 



^ 

^ 
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After parting with Ezekiel, I rode on, mostly 
SLlone^and lodged the first night at Robert Painter's, 
at Stafford. On seventh-day, stopped awhile at doe- 
tor Thompson's, in Petersburg. I believe they do 
not profess to be Friends; but I felt much sweetness 
in the family, and took particular notice of a sweet- 
spirited little girl, about s^ven or eight years old, — ' 
i*emarkable for her parts and learning. The doctor 
told me in a pleasant way, that they were nearly 
half-quakers. I thought they were the best half, 
and wish some of our formal professors were as near 
the kingdom of heaven, as I take them to be. This 
evening, I was kindly entertained at the widow 
Hunnicutt's, by her son, and a little daughter about 
eleven or twelve years old — the mother and older 
sister being gone to Yearly Meeting. 

First-day morning, the 16th, I rode to Anselm 
Bailey's, at Black-water — having travelled about 
two hundred and twenty miles, since I parted with 
£. Cleaver. Here I found James Iddings, and the 
other friends, and we lodged here during the time 
of the Yearly Meeting, which held till third-day 
evening. 

This meeting was attended by our friends, Ar- 
thur Howell, Daniel Offley, Mary Stephenson, Han- 
nah Gathrali, and Jonathan Evans, besides the fore- 
mentioned friends, from our parts; also by Joseph 
Henley, from North Carolina. Most of the sittings 
were poor, and dull, to me; but I was enabled to 
relieve myself a little, in the meeting for discipline. 
I believe they dwell too much on the outside, and 
husk of things; and that there is much rubbish and 
loose matter, got between them and the Rock of 
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revelation, where they should hearken for a certain 
sound, both in ministry and discipline. 

At this Yearly Meeting, Friends agreed upon a 
rule of discipline, to disown such as held slares, 
and were not likely to be benefited by further la- 
bour. 

On fourth-day, the 19th, James Iddings and my- 
self set forward on our journey, and lodged that 
night at the house of Thomas Newby. Next day, 
attended a meeting that had been appointed for us, 
at Western Branch. It was nearly a silent one, be<^ 
ing poor and dull, as to the life of religion. I thought 
what little life I had hitherto been favoured with, 
seemed now nearly all spent, and I felt very poor, 
empty, and dry. We dined and lodged at the house 
of Joseph Scott; where we met with our kind friend, 
Joseph Henley, on his return from the Yearly Meet- 
ing. 

Sixth-day. We rode to an appointed meeting at 
Sommerton, calling a little while at John Porter's, 
to refresh ourselves. This morning I felt myself 
as being alone, in a state of great inward weakness- 
and poverty; nearly ready, at times, to doubt of all 
that I had ever felt. Yet when I looked back at the 
manner of my leaving home, a remembrance of the 
loving kindness of the gracious Giver of holy cer- 
tainty, was some stay to my mind. We, at length, 
arrived at the meeting; which was pretty full for 
that place. The negroes which attended had been 
accustomed to sit under the shade of the trees, until 
a Friend began to speak, and then to rush into the 
house. But we, feeling uneasy with their being 
out, had them called into the meeting; which was 
a somewhat favoured one, my companion appearing 
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in a lively testimony among them. After meeting, 
I observed some young people on foot, and imme- 
diately felt a draft to follow them. Being soon af- 
ter invited by a friend to dine, I asked him which 
course he lived. He pointed the way the young 
people had gone. I told my companion I felt very 
easy to go with him; which we accordingly did, 
John Porter and his wife accompanying us. Soon 
after alighting, — there being a considerable number 
of the neighbouring friends and young people pre- 
sent, — I felt an exercise, to have an opportunity 
with them; which I waited under till dinner was 
over; I had, however, but very little appetite. Af- 
ter which, I proposed our sitting down together, 
and had to address them in the language of Christ 
to Nathaniel, <^ Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile!'' It was a season, I hope, not soon to 
be forgotten by some, nor ever by me.^ During the 
remaining part of the afternoon and evening, I was 
in a state of feeling, which I believe to be a fore- 
taste of the sweetness and peace of the paradise of 
God. As we rode along to John Porter's, in the 
evening, X had often to remember a portion of scrip- 
ture, in the Book of Isaiah, ^'The mountains and 
the hills shall break forth before you into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands 
for joy." 

I remember to have enjoyed nearly the same con- 
dition, once or twice before, when about nineteen 
or twenty years of age; wherein I apprehended I 
sensibly felt and sttW all nature singing forth its Ma- 
ker.'s praise. I write these things in commemora-^ 
tion of the Lord's condescending love and mercy 
Vol. VI.— 3 
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not more than two-thirds of the people got into the 
house. The meeting was in a good degree favoured, 
more especially toward the latter part, under the 
testimony of my companion. We afterwards- sat 
with them in their select meeting, where I was en- 
gaged in endeavours to relieve my mind of an exer- 
cise which had attended me during the several sit- 
tings of the meeting, respecting the conduct and 
disorders before hinted at Next day, had a meet- 
ing at New-begun Creek, which was very full, and, 
in a good degree, favoured. . Here was a pretty ap- 
pearance of young peopte, but they were not so 
reachable as at some other places, where we bad 
been. Dined at Joseph Henley's, and in the after- 
noon had a satisfactory opportunity in a neighbour- 
ing family. We next attended a meeting at the 
Narrows, and the day following the monthly meet- 
ing at Wells's^ — after which we were at the funeral of 
Benjamin Albertson, sen. There was a large gather- 
ing, and a meeting before the burial, which is a com- 
mon practice in these parts. 

Accompanied by William Hill, we then travelled 
through Winton to Rich Square, where, on first- 
day, the 6th of 6th month, we attended their meet- 
ing to pretty good satisfaction, although it was near- 
ly silent. In the afternoon, had a favoured oppor- 
tunity in a friend's family, and crossed Roanoke 
river, on our way to Contentney, where we arrived, 
so as to attend a large and satisfactory meeting, on 
fourth-day. Next morning, set off towards Cane 
Creek, and after travelling about forty-three miles, 
lodged in the woods. We made a tent of bushes, 
and kindled a fire: the pasture being very good, our 
horses were turned out to feed; but, having no bells. 
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mine and William Hill's got away. Having missed 
them very early, we set off back to seek them; and 
after -going a considerable distance, had to return 
without them. With the assistance of some of the 
inhabitants, we sought diligently for them till to- 
wards evening, when I took James's mare with an 
intention of riding eight or ten miles back, f now 
felt myself lonesome, like a stranger in a wilderness 
country; and though I had felt a good degree of con- 
tentment through the day, I became thoughtful about 
the present disappointment, and was induced to feel 
more deeply on the subject. I remembered the 
saying of Solomon, that ^' tim^ and chance happen- 
eth to all;" and also believed that he who weigheth 
the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance, 
is likewise mindful of the sparrows; and feeling a 
desire thai we might be enabled to get along in our 
journey, I had not rode far, before I felt easy to re- 
turn, believing our horses were not that way, and 
having a hope that we should get them again. When 
I came to the house where we lodged, I heard some 
tidings of them, arid next morning my companion 
found them, about five miles off the road. May I 
ever be thankful to the Lord for all his mercies, and 
render obedience, worship, and praise to him to 
whom it is due. 

By noon, on seventh-day, we were ready to set 
out, and travelled on to William Lindley's, where 
we arrived in the evening of first-day. The fore- 
noon of next day was spent in satisfactory conversa- 
tion with Zachariah Dicks, David Vestal, and some 
other friends. I was favoured to see and feel, in 
some degree, a deeper indwelling of Friends here, 
than in. some other places, ^^In my Father's housei 
3* 
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are. many mansions." Oh! the purity, and depth 
of spirit, that may be experienced by those who 
are not contented to dwell in the outward court! 

On third-day, attended a meeting at Eno, which, 
though not large, was exercising in the fore part, 
under an apprehension of some, trusting in haying 
Abraham to their father: but Truth arose into a 
good degree of dominion, and testimony was borne 
that ^Uhough Noah, Daniel, and Job were in the 
land, they should save neither son nor daughter." 
Thus, we were enabled to clear ourselves, so as-to 
come away easy. Next day, attended the Spring 
meeting, which was large, and I hope, profitable; 
although somewhat exercising, under an apprehen- 
sion that some were too much worshipping their 
idols of silver and gold; yet Truth was in good de- 
gree in dominion. In the afternoon, we attended 
the burial of a child^ where we had a religious op- 
portunity to our satisfaction. We went home with 
our beloved friend Zachariah Dicks, and on the way 
he showed us the place, where he and some other 
friends had buried thirty-four men in one grave, 
during the late troubles. We had much satisfaction 
in being with this loving friend, and his family. . 

Accompanied by Z. Dicks, we next attended 
Cane Creek meeting; also a meeting at Sandy Run, 
and the monthly meeting at Centre; in the latter 
part of which, by giving way to speaking too fast, I 
did not get through, so much to my own satisfaction, 
as I might otherwise have done. May day unto 
day utter speech, and night unto night show know- 
ledge! 

On first-day, the 20th, we had a profitable meet- « 
ing at New Garden I in which, through watchfulness, 
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we were enabled to discharge our duty, so as to feci 
quite easy. We then had meetings at Reedy-Fork, 
Muddy Creek, Deep River, and Springfield — also 
attended New Garden monthly meeting, on seventh- 
day. Here we met with Aaron Lancaster and Tho- 
mas Macey, who had just returned from "South Ca- 
rolina and Georgia. On first-day, were at Marlbo- 
rough. This was to me a comfortable meeting, 
under a belief that there were some present, whom 
the Lord had called to be his people, and who as 
yet were but little known to their brethren. 

On second-day we were at a meeting at Back- 
creek, in good degree favoured. Not far from hence 
there is a settlement of Dutch, who are a seeking, 
religious people: several of them have, of latter 
time, been received among Friends. I understood 
they had become uneasy with their forms and cere- 
monies, and often held meetings in silence, among 
themselves, some time before they knew any thing 
about Friends. There also attended this meeting, 
gne John Bard, an Irishman, who, with his wife 
and children, have been received among Friends. 
He was likewise convinced of our principles alone; 
and at that time was induceil to believe he should be 
the first person to preach the doctrines he was then 
convinced of; and which (to him) accordingly came to 
pass; for he appeared in public testimony, at the se- 
cond meeting which he attended. He continues to 
have a few words to communicate in meeting,at times. 
I was told he had been a very wicked man before his 
convincementy but he now appears to be much in 
the innocency. He was accompanied by a religious 
man, who, a few years ago, had been a great drunk- 
ard. They came on foot about twelve miles, to at- 
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tend this meeting, Hying, near Marlborough. Thus, 
through obedience to the Divine principle, the pro- 
phecy of Isaiah is assuredly fulfilling; that ''the 
wolf shall lie down with the lamb^ — the lion shall 
eat straw, like the ox, — the cow and the bear shall 
feed together — and a little child shall lead them all." 

On third-day, had a pretty full meeting, at Pro- 
vidence, in which 1 was favoured with stillness; the 
meeting also was a silent one, and I thought I had 
a sense of the prevalence of a raw spirit of indifier* 
ency among too many. Afterwards rode in company 
with Isaac Beeson to David Vestal's, where we 
lodged. This afternoon, as we rode along, I felt 
my mind brought into a heavenly calm, and most of 
the way, kept behind the company, to avoid being 
interrupted by conversation. I was fayoqred to 
have my communion in heaven, as I believe, with 
saints and angels, and the spirits of just men, oiade 
perfect. It was indeed a happy situation, to dwell 
here, redeemed from all anxiety of mind. In this 
state the soul experiences a sabbath of rest, which is 
indeed the gospel-rest of the. people of God, being, 
as I believe, a foretaste of the everlasting jubilee, or 
year of perfect redemption. 

Next day, attended Rocky river meeting. James 
Iddings had something to communicate by way. of 
testimony; but my mind enjoyed, in good measure, 
the same quiet and peaceful state, as yesterday. On 
fifth- day, we were at Holly Spring meeting; which 
was rather an exercising season, and the day follow- 
ing, had a small meeting at Christopher Tyson's^ 
among some tender young people. In the afternoon^ 
through much difiEiculty, occasioned by the watera -is. 
being raised by a very great rain, we rode to Nathan 
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Dixon's about thirteen miles; and next morning, 
about eighteen miles further to Cane creek monthly 
meeting, which was very large. Here we again 
met with Aaron Liancaster and Thomas Macey. 
Friends of this meeting appeared to be much con- 
cerped for the maintenance of good order amongst 
the members; there being a number of valuable, 
skilful Friends belonging to the monthly meeting; 
also, a considerable number of young men, who, I 
belieye, are coming forward in the line of truth. 



MINUTES 

Ofn Journey to Long^ laland and New England. 
Having, at times, for near a year past, felt my 
mind drawn to pay a religious visit to Friends, east- 
ward, particularly in New England; and the sub- 
ject l^^ving latterly dwelt more constantly with me, 
with a view to the 4th or 5th month, 1736, being 
the proper time for leaving home, — I felt most easy 
to open the concern to Friends, in the 11th iftonth, 
1785, but did not then request a certificate. The 
prospect stiU continuing with me, in the 2d month, 
follpwing, I informed Friends thereof, and request- 
ed their certificate, which was granted in the 3d 
month; as likewise a concurring certificate from our 
Quarterly meeting, held in the same month. 

Ot! the 17th of the 4th month, I left home, in 
company with my beloved friend, Peter Yarnall, 
who had also obtained certificates, in order to pay a 
religious visit to Friends on Long Island^ and if 
'way opened, to proceed to New England. After 
taking an aSectionate leave of our dear wives and 
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connexions, we set forward, and that night reached 
Abraham Gibbons's, at Lampeter. Next day, rode 
to my brother Isaac Coats's, and tarried all night. 
On fourth-day, the lOth, we attended a silent meet- 
ing at East Cain, and rode to Joshua Sharpleas's, at 
Birmingham. My mind, this day, felt calm and 
composed. Next day were at Birmingham meet- 
ing, silent Had a sitting in the family where we 
dined, and rod^ to Micajah Speakman's. The two 
following days, being rainy. and stormy, we rode to 
Wilmington, and lodged at Ziba Ferris's. 

First-day, 23d. Attended meeting at Wilming- 
ton. In the morning, had some pretty clear open- 
ings, respecting the nature of Divine worship; but, 
expecting the subject might be more ripe by afteN 
noon meeting, I omitted the expression of it: but, 
continuing heavily exercised under it, wished for 
the ensuing meeting. Accordingly, on feeling f 
continuation of the concern, I endeavoured to re- 
lieve myself: but the life being on the decline, I did 
not get through, fully to the ease of my own mind. 
After meeting, visited a famil}^, in which we were 
favoured with a good degree of solemn weight and 
openness. After which, with some degree of satis- 
faction, we rode to Hugh Judge's and lodged. Next 
morning, had religious opportunities in the families 
of Samuel Canby and H. Judge, and rode to Aaron 
Oakford's, at Darby. 

On third-day morning, after a silent, favoured 
opportunity in the family, we went to Philadelphia, 
but arrived rather late to attend the Bank monthly 
meeting: with which circumstance, I did not feel 
quite easy in my mind. Next day were at the r 
monthly meeting for the Southern District; in the 
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forepart of which, I had some clear openings, re* 
specting being 'H¥eighed in the balance, and found 
wanting," and the necessity of our getting into the 
true balance, in time; in order that our lack might 
be supplied with solid weight; — not weighing our- 
seWes by others, or by the good acts we have for- 
merly done; all which will prove, at the close, but 
as the ^< false balance, and bag of deceitful weights," 
when the hand writing, at that awful period, shall 
stand on the wall against us. As these things open- 
ed, all fear of man was taken away; which I had, 
sometimes, heretofore, felt in this city: yet never- 
theless, to my great uneasiness, I let the opportu- 
nity slip: and, being too long in ^'making ready, 
another stepped in. " This omission lay heavy up- 
on me, during the remaining part of the day; but I 
durst not attempt to relieve myself, without the 
renewed evidence of life, attending. 

Sixth-day morning, early, took horse, and as I 
rode along towards Bristol, to attend the General 
meeting tliere^ I felt my mind sweetly calm and 
composed. Arrived at Pbinehas Buckley's just at 
meeting time, where I met with James Thornton, 
under whose testimony, and a short one from Peter 
Yarnall, the meeting was favoured: but it was to 
me a day of re^t and composure, wherein I had no- 
thing to do but quietly eye the Guide. Next day, 
crossed the river to Burlington, and attended their 
two meetings on first-day, both in silence. 

On second-day, the 1st of 5th month, attended 
the monthly meeting there. I was sensible of there 
being a number of valuable friends, who transacted 
the business in the spirit of meekness and wisdom, 
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with a sincere desire, as I believe, for the restora* 
tion of offenders. ' We dined at the hoUse of our 
worthy elder John Hoskins. Third-daj, attended 
the montlily meeting at Crosswicks; which was 
pretty large, and in good degree favoured. During 
the transaction of business, a number of the mem- 
bers appeared zealous for the promotion of good or- 
der. But I felt a fear, that some of them, who had 
been as Davids, were in danger of putting on SauPs 
armour, and not enough trusting to the divine staff 
and the sling. Next day, were at Springfield month- 
ly meeting; and the morning following rode to Wil- 
liam Stephenson's, where we spei>t about two hours 
with him and his wife Mary, valuable friends. Mary 
having been in a low declining state of health, for 
several months past, the latter part of our stay, was 
spent in solemn silence. After which, we rode to 
Edmund Williams's, at Shrewsbury. 

We went to Richard Lawrence's on- sixth-day, 
and were kindly received. I felt much openness 
and cheerful freedom, at our first entrance, which 
continued during our stay here. The children ap- 
pear to be affectionate and dutiful to their parent, 
and one another, and kind to their friends; which 
added to the comfort of our entertainment. I wish 
these amiable dispositions may be fully sanctified by 
the cross of Christ, which proves to be the power 
of God unto salvation. I believe the good hand is 
waiting to be gracious to the youth, on terms of 
obedience. 

The next day we went to see several families in 
the neighbourhood, and lodged at William Parker's 
— the house, to which George Fox took John Jay, 
after his neck was broken by a fall from his horse;-— 
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the log on which he laid him yet lying there, with 
no more virtue in it, than any other log. 

On first-day, attended Shrewsbury meeting. Our 
worthy friend Robert Willis was there, and appear- 
ed lively in testimony: but we were silent After 
an opportunity in Richard Lawrence's family, he 
accompanied us to Squan, where we lodged at Tho- 
mas Tilton's; and next day attended a meeting ap- 
pointed for us at Squan, in which we came off pret- 
ty well, though it was rather a low time. In the 
evening, we rode to the sea-shore. There was 
something very awful in the appearance; it being 
the first time I had ever seen the ocean. 

On third-day, we went to Squankum, proposing 
to attend their week-day meeting, next-day. Friends 
informed us, they had heard we were to have been 
here, on second-day; and notice had been spread, 
and a number collected. This was some surprise to 
us at first, but in a few hours my mind was com- 
posed, under a solemn quiet. Fourth-day, attended 
their meeting at Squankum, — a considerable num- 
ber were collected, whose minds, I thought, were 
very much outward. Afterwards I stood up with a 
large opening, as I thought, and had spoken but a 
few words, when all was closed up, and I sat down. 
After which, Peter fared much in the same manner; 
and so we broke up the meeting, and came away, 
in distress. 

We attended Shrewsbury meeting again, on fifth- 
day, but were silent; though a pretty comfortable 
meeting. After dining at Joseph WardelPs, we had 
an opportunity in the family. His brother's wife 
was there, being low in her mind, on account of her 
husband's being gone to England, together with their 
Vol. VI. 
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being reduced from affluent, to necessitous cireum* 
stances, and also some bodily indisposition. — ^We 
had a little to hand forth, rather by way of encoui^ 
agement, and took our leave of them. We had also 
a tender opportunity in the family of Richard Law* 
rence, after which, parting with them in much af- 
fection, we rode to Edmund Williams's and lodged. 
Next day went to Rahway, 28 miles, and the day 
following to New York, where, at Henry Hay- 
dock's, we met with John Townsend, David Sands 
and John Cox. 

On first-day, the 14th, attended morning and af« 
ternoon meetings in New York; — to me a day of 
suffering. Next day, as John Townsend had ap- 
pointed several meetings on Long Island, and Peter 
inclined to attend them, we set forward, in compa- 
ny with him and David Sands, with divers other 
friends, and were at a poor little meeting at New- 
town. After which, rode to John Bowne's, al 
Flushing, where next day we attended meeting, but 
it is much decreased in numbers, from what it for- 
merly was. Fourth-day, were at Westbury meet^ 
ing. 1 had had a poor, distressing time since I 
came on the Island, and this evening was favoured 
to see that I had been rather too talkative, and not 
inward enough. Being now favoured to get to Je- 
rusalem, a quiet habitation, I felt the desire of hear- 
ing, or being heard, much mortified. Next day, at- 
tended Cowneck meeting. After which J. Town- 
send and companion went to Matinicock, but Peter 
and I returned to Joseph Pearsall's, where we 
lodged. 

Feeling much distressed this afternoon, I believe 
I was too impatient under it; which rather increas- 
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edy than relieved my suffering. I saw it to be best^ 
not to be as the scribes and Pharisees, who, when 
they fast, disfigure the face, appearing unto men to 
fast, — but rather, to put on a cheerful countenance, 
and keep as much in an innocent freedom as we 
can: at the same time, eying the Guide, lest we get 
into a reserved silence; which, not being under the 
cross, has no more religion in it, than empty chat 
May I ever be patient under suffering, and wait for 
the arising of Truth. I have sometimes thought, 
I have had more dross in my nature, than 8<lme 
others; or else, I have not so fully submitted to the 
refining fire in its first manifestations in the heart. 

Sixth-day, I would rather have gone elsewhere, 
than to meeting; but Peter inclining to go, I went 
with him to Matinicock, where we had a favoured 
season, under the testimony of John Townsend. 
After which, Peter and I went home with Silas and 
Fhebe Downing; where we spent a comfortable 
evening with these dear friends,— my mind being 
humble, and much in the state of a little child. Next 
day, a poor meeting, at Oyster-Bay, and on first- 
day, at Westbury again. Lodged at Fry Willis's. 
Second-day, we were all at a meeting at Jerusalem, 
mostly composed of other societies: from which, 
I went away tolerably easy, though somewhat con- 
fused, for want of patiently attending to the Guide 
while speaking: which is generally the case^ when 
zeal goes faster than knowledge. In the evening, 
Peter and I rode to Socotauk, and lodged at Jacob 
Willetts. 

Third-day morning, 23d, walked to see Joseph 
Eudal, and family, whose wife is a member of socie- 
ty. In a Uttle opportunity of 3ilei:vt ws^iting, we 
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were favoured with a loving invitation to the fami- 
ly, especially the youth, to give up, whilst they 
were reasoned with, as Felix was, lest the day pass, 
ind they be not gathered. After which, we return- 
ed to a meeting, appointed to be held at Jacob Wil- 
letts's. It being a wet day, the meeting was small, 
and though a season of weakness, yet we were fa- 
voured to leave it with an easy mind. We dined 
at Thomas Eudal's, where we met with a kind re- 
ception, though not members of our Society. After 
dinner, had a seasonable opportunity in the family, 
in which we were sensible that the same which 
opened the heart of Lydia, was still near; and be- 
ing engaged in prayer for the prosperity of the 
good seed, sown in the heart, we took leave of 
them and rode to Henry Whitson, Jr's. 

This evening, on looking over the transactions 
of the day, I felt peace in having done my duty, 
and no more; though in several instances, hardly 
willingly. I find the will of man is generally in- 
clined the wrong way: unwilling, when any thing 
is pointed out by the Master; but when nothing is 
pointed out, then willing to be doing. Now, I felt 
a renewed desire, that my own will might be slain, 
and that I might become more and more will-less: 
which I saw must be the case before we can advance 
forward. 

On fourth-day, attended Bethpage meeting, which 
was long held in silence, till the people had given 
over the expectation of hearing preaching, when 
they were directed to attend to, and put in practice 
what they had already heard ; lest they get into the 
condition of the vineyard, concerning which it was 
"" said, <<I will command the clouds, that they rain 
\ 
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no rain upon it." Next day, we were again at Ma- 
tinicock meeting, where we met with John Town- 
send, John Storer and John Cox. 

Sixth-day, attended the Yearly Meeting of minis- 
ters and elders at Westbury. This evening and 
next morning, I felt my mind inward and watchful, 
dwelling under my own vine. Attended the gene- 
ral meeting, and after it, the meeting for discipline; 
wherein my mind was opened to view the progress 
of the soul, in rebuilding the walls, which had been 
broken down; — or regaining that paradise, which 
had been lost; — working the six days, or, fighting 
under the banner of Him, who, when the enemy 
comes in like a flood, lifts up a standard against 
him. By working faithfully during the season for 
labour, the soul is, at length, favoured with a sab- 
bath of rest; which is to be enjoyed, and passed 
through, but no rest taken up after the sabbath is 
ended; for the enemy will come in, on another quar- 
ter, and perhaps, be unsuspected. Here must be a 
renewal of entering into the warfare, and building 
the wall. How some are mistaken here, who have 
apprehended the work done, and so have taken up 
their rest; but are again taken captive, while the 
enemy is undiscerned ! Others, who are more watch- 
ful, see him, and the necessity of again engaging in 
the warfare. Some of these, are ready, at times, to 
cry out, that they are forsaken; and <^0h! that it 
were with me, as in months that are past; as in the 
days when God preserved me." Here are new 
trials: but as these are favoured to keep in the pa- 
tience, and under the heavenly banner, — the war- 
fare, or rebuilding of the wall goes forward; till, at 
length, these are again favoured with a sabbath of 
4* 
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rest; the vessel being enlarged to receive more, — 
the eyes anointed, to see clearer, — and the under- 
standing enlarged, in the mysteries of the kingdom. 

My heart breathes that Zion's children may ad- 
vance, under this heavenly banner, with a single 
eye to Him who is going on, conquering, and to 
conquer, not only the enemies of one week, but the 
enemies of all the succeeding weeks, until the walls 
be fully rebuilt, and the salvation wrought out, — 
which is to be done in fear and trembling, till the 
soul becomes fitted to enjoy the everlasting jubilee,, 
or year of perfect redemption. Therefore, let him 
that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall. 

6th mo. 1st. I have attended the several sittings 
of the Yearly Meeting, which have been to satisfac* 
tion, more especially, a meeting for worship and 
select meeting, held yesterday, wherein Truth reign^ 
ed over all. 

There are within the verge of this Yearly Meet* 
ing a large body of zealous Friends; — there having 
been a very great increase, by convincement, within 
a few years past David Sands and some other 
Friends informed me, they thought there were now 
three times the number of members, that there was 
a few years ago. They have built a number of new 
meeting-houses latterly, and several more are want- 
ed. In building meeting-houses, they conduct as 
brethren; — all the meetings within the limits of the 
Yearly Meeting assisting; which makes it lighter 
for those newly convinced, who live in the back 
countries. 

We have had the company of Dorcas Lillie, a 
friend from the West Indies. She has, this moru-> 
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ing, returned to New York, the women's meeting 
being concluded^ although the men's is not 

On fifth-day afternoon, left Westbury, in company 
with Nicholas Wain and Peter Yarnall, and pursued 
our journey toward the east end qf the Island. On 
seventh-day afternoon, we arrived at Sagg-harbour, 
a small village on the north side of Montauk Point, 
about thirty miles from the east end of the Island, 
and about ninety from Westbury. The inhabitants 
here are generally Presbyterians — and no Friends 
living among them. I felt a little warmth of love 
towards them, as we passed along; believing the 
hearts of some of them are open, and not narrowed 
up so much, as is the case in some places. Captain 
Eudal, a friendly Presbyterian, invited us to lodge 
at his house, which we did, and were kindly enter- 
tained. Next morning, the 4th of 6th month, the 
captain took us on board his sloop, and about nine 
o'clock in the evening landed us at Newport, in 
Rhode Island — the distance being computed to be 
•eventy miles. We had a very pleasant voyage, 
there being no passengers on board, but us three, 
and Daniel Mott, who went with us to Rhode Island. 

We took up our lodging at the house of our kind 
friend Thomas Robinson, where we met with John 
Storer, Phebe Pryor and Hannah Seaman. Resting 
here a few days, in body and mind, I felt a flow of 
love toward the people in these parts; but believed 
it best to wait in stillness, for the putting forth of 
Uim, who not only puts forth, but goes before his 
followers. 

On fifth-day, the 8th we rode to Portsmouth, to 
attend the select Yearly Meeting. In the early part 
of the meeting, being fearful of standing in the way 
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of the English friends, I put off a concern that I felt, 
but afterwards delivered it, during the transaction 
of the business; though with less life than I might 
have done it, during the meeting for worship. In 
the evening returned to Thomas Robinson's, at New- 
port. 

On sixth-day was held a general meeting for wor- 
ship at Newport, which was large, and in good de- 
gree favoured. At three o'clock in the afternoon, 
began the meeting for Discipline; several of the sit- 
tings of this Yearly Meeting were favoured seasons, 
particularly while the state of society, as represent-^ 
ed by the answers to the queries, was under consi- 
deration. The exercise of the meeting at length 
resulted in issuing an epistle of pressing advices to 
the Quarterly and monthly meetings. 

On first-day, John Townsend, Peter Yarnall, and 
Sarah Lundy, attended Portsmouth meeting, — the 
rest of us attended morning and afternoon meetings 
at Newport, which were large, and much favoured, 
a great number of other societies being present. — 
The Meetings for Discipline held by adjournments 
till third-day evening. Two friends were appointed 
to accompany our friend John Townsend on a visit 
to Friends at Nova Scotia; they were directed,* on 
their return, to render an account of their service, 
and the situation of those in membership, in that 
country, to the meeting for sufferings. I now felt 
a hope that way would open to bring those who are 
in membership at that place, more strictly under 
the notice and care of our religious society. 

On fourth-day morning, John Storer, John Town- 
send, Nicholas Wain, Sarah Lundy, Peter Yarnall, 
and myself, all attended the meeting at Portsm^iuth. 
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That afternoon, the first three and Peter proceeded 
to Tiverton — the English friends and N. Wain, in- 
tending to go towards Bedford, and thence to Nan- 
tucket — and Peter Yarnali proposing to go toward 
Boston, whither I had intended to accompany him. 
But now all seemed closed, and feeling as it were a 
wall before me, I could see no way to proceed fur- 
ther. So, taking leave of Peter, he went on, and I 
returned to Isaac Lawton's to lodge; where, feeling 
my mind calm and quiet, I waited for further direc- 
tion. Next morning, my prospect gradually open- 
ed, to return to Newport; which I accordingly did, 
and attended their week-day meeting; wherein I 
Was favoured both in testimony and supplication, 
through the continued mercy of Him, who, when 
he openeth, none can shut; and when he shutteth, 
Qone can open; and who leadeth about his watchful, 
dependent children, in paths they have not known. 
In this meeting, some views were opened to my 
Understanding, respecting the various ways of ac- 
quiring knowledge; which, though useful, in con- 
ducting the affairs of this life, yet only puffeth up 
:he mind, unless sanctified by grace and that divine 
iharity which edifieth. 

After meeting, hearing of the burial of an ancient 
Triend, about three miles out of town, I felt my 
mind drawn to attend it. The company collected 
on this occasion was very large: the funeral being 
attended by many neighbours not of our religious 
society; and, sitting about an hour in silence, before 
moving the corpse, (which is a general practice 
among Friends in this country) — it was a time of 
favour to some, and a renewed call was extended to 
those who were in a state of death and carnal secu- 
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rity; that they might come to witness having a pa*^ 
in "the first resurrection, for over these the secoip^ 
death shall have no power." 

After the burial, we stopped to take a little 
freshmenty and a number of young friends callin 
in, we had a solemn opportunity together; wherei 
they were pressingly invited to close in with th 
visitation of Divine love to their souls; not knowin 
but it might be the eleventh hour of the day of mer- 
cy with some of them, which call, if they neglected^ 
they might not be favoured with such another op- 
portunity. It was a solemn, tendering time, under 
which I parted with them, and returned to Newport, 
to my kind friend Thomas Robinson's, feeling very 
much spent with the labours of the day; but on \y* 
ing down to rest, felt the reward of peace, accom- 
panied with a remembrance of the wormwood and 
gall, which is often necessary, after times of favour, 
in order to keep the creature low. 

Next morning, way opening, I requested a fevr 
Friends, who fill the station of elders, &c. to come 
together, and to them I opened a prospect I had of 
visiting some of the families of Friends in this city; 
with which they expressed their unity, and a few 
friends were named to accompany me. This was a 
part of what I had in view in requesting them to 
come together: for those who accompany friends in 
such visits, ought not only to be agreeable to the 
visiters, but such as stand fair in character among 
the visited. We then proceeded to visit six families; 
in some of which, Divine favour was manifested, 
and the call to the youth, pressingly renewed. 

In the evening, Peter Yarnall returned, having 
proceeded no farther than Tiverton. Next morning. 
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we united in the service, and that day, visited about 
nine families — two or three of our visits being in 
silence. First-day, attended the public meetings-— 
that in the morning was to me an open time; after 
which my companion appeared very lively. In the 
afternoon, I felt very low, and much humbled. 
Next morning, we proceeded in visiting some more 
faimilies; and, meeting with our friends, who were 
about returning to New York, we accompanied them 
to the vessel; where, sitting down with them in a 
little cabin, we had a solemn, parting opportunity 
together. We then pursued our family visit till 
fourth-day; when, accompanied by divers Friends 
and young people from Newport, we attended Ca- 
Donicut meeting, held at David Green's house; af* 
ter which, and having a little opportunity with the 
family and several young friends present, we took 
an affectionate leave of them, and crossed over the 
water to Thomas Hazard's, in the Narragansett coun- 
try. This evening, I enjoyed a peaceful mind. 

When going from house to house as empty ves- 
sels, we were, at times, favoured to hand forth such 
things as were given us; and which, I trust, were 
suitable to the states of those, for whom they were 
intended* Thus, we were led along, not seeing one 
day, what was to be the next; and indeed, I felt 
contented therewith, not daring to look forward, to 
tlie end of my service; but remembering that He 
who hath given me a being in this world, and bless- 
ed me with many blessings, hath an undoubted right 
to call for what he pleaseth at my hand. I find him 
to be all in all, to them who put their trust in him; 
and that there is no lack of any thing. Though we 
may be sent forth, as without purse, or scrip, or 
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shoes, — in a stain, very unprepared to the eye of 
man's natural wisdom, yet there is no lack of any 
good thing. 

On fifth-day, we attended Lower South Kingston 
meeting, which to me was a very low time. I spoke 
a few words, but came away in distress; while Pe- 
ter appeared to be in a good degree, favoured. We 
then attended meetings at Richmond, Hopkinton, 
and Westerly; in all which, I was contentedly si- 
lent I felt peace in waiting the Lord's time for his 
arising, not wishing to awake my Beloved till he 
please. On second-day, we attended the monthly 
meeting at Upper South Kingston. A number of 
other societies being present, some doctrine was 
opened; but we could not say, Truth reigned over 
all; for I believe it to be in a state of suffering, and 
the seed oppressed as a cart under sheaves, even 
among the members of our society, in these parts. 
This state of things exceedingly shuts up the way 
toward other societies; for these unfaithful mem- 
bers prove to be like those formerly, who would 
not enter the kingdom themselves, nor suffer others 
that would. The careless, lukewarm spirit, in which 
these live, who yet profess the inward principle, — 
administers cause of discouragement to such whose 
minds are, at times, turned thereunto. 

(^To he contimied.) 
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CONCLUDED. ' 

Third-day, we rode to Providence; calling a few 
hours by the way, to see Daniel Howland, at Green- 
wich. Passing by Greenwich and Warwick, I felt 
a warmth of ajQection towards the people, in these 
parts. We Iod|»d at Moses Brown's, a friend who 
was convinced^and joined our society about ten or 
twelve years ago. He had formorly been a Baptist 
and very active in the affairs of government; but 
has given up to the cross, which crucifies to the 
world. He is a man of great parts, and a large es- 
tate; he is also a very useful man in society, though 
he makes but very little appearance. I think he is 
the most like Anthony Benezet of any I now re- 
member. His wife is also one of the same stamp. 

On fourth-day, the 28th of 6th month, we attend- 
ed their monthly meeting, held this time at Smith- 
field. Here was a number of goodly Friends. The 
journeyings of the children of Israel from Egypt 
toward the promised land, was the suljject opened 
in view, — their safety depending upOn following 
their Divine Leader, — moving forward, when the 
cloud moved, — and abiding in their tents^ when it 
Vol. VL— 5 
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rested on the tabernacle. But man's natural will, be- 
ing the same now as then, is sometimes led to be- 
lieve the evil spies, and even refuses to move for- 
ward, when commanded, which brings suffering, and 
by withholding more than is meet, it tends to pover- 
ty. Again, the will of man is for running forward, 
and doing the Lord's work in its own time and its 
own strength. But all these willings and runnings 
must be mortified. For which end, the Lord sees 
meet to lead Israel about (as it were forty years) in 
the wilderness; until the first generation, or first 
nature, be worn out and pass away, — and all things 
become new. Thus this new generation, or new 
birth, comes to know a following of him, the Di- 
vine Leader, — going forward, when he moves for- 
ward, and standing still, when he stands still. He 
being their tent, they know an abiding in him: and 
in this situation, "how goodly are^y tents, O Ja- 
cob, — and thy tabernacles, Israel ! as the vallies 
are they spread forth, as gardens by the river's side, 
as the trees of lign-aloes which the Lord hath plant- 
ed, and as cedar trees beside the waters." 

We dined at Benjamin Arnold's; and after a sit- 
ting in the family, rode to Thomas Lapham's, and 
lodged. Next morning, after an opportunity in his 
family (his son being in a poor, declining state of 
health,) we rode to Wa.insoaket monthly meeting, 
which was a low time, as to the life and authority 
of Truth. The meeting, I thought, was much hurt 
by a burial; — the corpse being brought into the 
meeting house, and buried between the sittings of 
the meeting, Friends left the house for a considerable 
time. I was silent through the whole, but Peter, in 
the first sitting, had some good service. Next day 
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we attended Uxbridge monthly meeting, in which 
PfBter had a little good service. Here we met with 
Job Scott, a doctor of physic, who has a certificate 
to travel into Pennsylvania. We called a few minutes 
at his house^ then went to David Bufium's and 
lodged. 

7th mo. 1st We returned to Providence, and next 
day, were at the two meetings there, which were 
times of suffering in silence, to the disappointment 
of some present; but I believe disappointment is 
often good for people. Of late, I have felt a good 
degree of resignation and patience, often desiring 
that the people, as well as ourselves, may be fed 
with food convenient for us, by Him who knows 
what is convenient and best adapted to our state — 
even to mortify the will of the creature, and so to 
empty the vessel; — which is the necessary work to 
be done, beforeVe can be set off with new furniture^ 
and filled with the new wine of the kingdom. 

On second-day, the 3d, we attended Greenwich 
monthly meeting, held at Cranston; which was a 
time of comfortable stillness, and a silent meeting, 
as to ministry. After meeting, friends appeared re- 
markably kind and loving, which is a little uncom- 
mon after silent meetings. But after meetings in 
which there has been a good deal of preaching, there 
are too generally twice as many fondling nurses, as 
skilful fathers. It is certainly a good sign, and a 
good practice, to be kind to strangers, and I wish 
that it may increase. Sometimes, after a silent 
meeting, in which the exercised insti'ument has 
found no door of utterance opened for relief, it may 
be the most suitable time to show kindness and af- 
fection; as the poor servant is then oft^n in 91 low 



52 ELI8HA kirk's JOUBKAL. 

State, and not in a condition, so likely to be hurt by 
kindness, as after an open, favoured meeting. 

Third-day, was at an appointed meeting at Green- 
wich, which was large, being attended by most of 
the inhabitants of the town, who were very still and 
attentive. To me there seemed a great lack of solid 
weight, but Peter was favoured. We found, after 
meeting, that a Presbyterian parson, from Provi- 
dence, had, some time before, advertised in the 
public papers, his intention of delivering a sermon 
that day, at Greenwich, it being what is called In- 
dependence day. But, our meeting beginning at 
the same hour, we understood there were but seven 
persons at his; so it broke up. We were in hopes it 
would give no offence, as we had no knowledge or 
intention concerning it. 

Next day, we had a meeting at Warwick, which 
was mostly composed of people not of our society. 
It was large and solid; a number of the youth being 
very much tendered and broken, through the favour 
of Him who tenders and contrites the spirit, and so 
prepares an offering which he will in no wise reject. 
We understood there had been a considerable meet- 
ing at this place about four-score years ago; but it 
had been dropped, a long time since, by reason of 
deaths, removals, &c., the number having diminish- 
ed so that now only two Friends reside within the 
verge thereof. Being invited to several places to 
dine, I inclined to go to a house near the meeting- 
house, where we were kindly entertained. After 
dinner, I observed several young people passing 
by, on their way homeward, having come from 
Greenwich to attend the meeting here. I felt a 
strong desire of having a further opportunity with 
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them^ though then saw no likelihood of it But they 
had not proceeded far, before they turned about, (I 
know not from what cause) and came in, just as we 
were sitting down in silence with the family and 
divers others present. It was a time that I believe 
will be remembered by most present; we being 
generally broken into tenderness, and divers young 
people into tears, even beyond their power to con- 
ceal, however inconsistent it might appear with the 
gayness of their apparel, and the feathers with which 
their heads were adorned. 

Thus, we see that God is no respecter of persons, 
his love is universal. But Oh! how Friends and 
other professors shut the door against the spreading 
of Truth, where they have got into a form of godli- 
ness, but manifestly in their lives and conduct deny- 
ing the power; — even that Power, which is now as 
able as ever, to raise the dead, and bring all into 
newness of life. 

Parting with these tender young people, we pro- 
ceeded towards Providence. Calling a little while 
at a widow's, by the way, to refresh ourselves, we 
had a religious opportunity with the family, and 
rode home with our kind friend Moses Brown, who, 
with his son Obadiah, had accompanied us this round. 

On fifth-day morning, Peter attended Providence 
meeting; but I, not feeling quite clear of Wain- 
soaket, or Smithfield monthly meeting, which stood 
adjourned to this day, — rode there, about fifteen 
miles, and attended the meeting; in which, I was 
favoured fully to clear myself, through some of the 
closest service I had ever had, particularly respecting 
their carelessness, in leaving their children and fami- 
lies at home, while they attended week-'day meet* 
5* 
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logs; and the great want of that which woold 
quicken them to a right activity and seal, in tha 
exercise of discipline, — and open the way for their 
becoming really useful members of the churchy-— 
taking charge of the flock, over which the Holy 
Spirit would make them overseers. 

Next day, in company with Moses Brown, made 
several family visits in Providence, leaving matters 
as they in simplicity arose. In one family, I was 
led to speak on the danger of those who had known 
good beginnings, sitting down by the way, and ta- 
king up a rest, short of the true rest; instancing the 
children of Israel, formerly, — the primitive church, 
and many gloriously begun reformations of such, 
who, beginning in the spirit, degenerated into ex- 
ternals*, and sat down short of the true rest, which 
was prepared by the Lord for those, who were still 
pressing forward toward the top of the mountain of 
his holiness. While I was speaking, I observed a 
young woman present was much affected, which she 
endeavoured to hide till I was done, by turning her- 
self away; after which, she immediately left the 
room, and staid out till she had a little recovered. 
But on her return, Moses Brown tenderly spoke a 
few words to her in much brokenness, withal in- 
forming her that it was not our practice to give in- 
formation of the state of any beforehand, to Friends 
who were thus travelling; with which she was ex- 
ceedingly overcome, so that she could not forbear 
crying out aloud. I was afterwards informed, she 
was a young woman who had been religiously in- 
clined from her childhood; and when about twelve 
years old, had joined the Baptists, and been bap- 
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tised: but not finding full satisfaction^ had latterly 
left them, and not joined any religious society. 

We then went on to Swanzey, and on first-day, 
the 9th of 7th month, attended meeting there. It 
was large, and favoured, under Peter's testimony. 
At four o'clock in the afternoon, we attended a 
meeting appointed at the house of Preserved Bray- 
ton, husband of Patience Brayton, about half way 
between Swanzey and Providence. This evening, 
we again met with Nicholas Wain; and next day, 
in company with him, attended a meeting at Scituate, 
in which, I thought, but little victory was obtained. 
On third-day, were at a meeting at Elisha Steers, 
much favoured under the testimony of Nicholas 
Wain. The day following, were at the select Quar- 
terly meeting for Rhode Island, held at Wainsoaket, 
or Upper Smithfield. To. me it was an exercising 
season. 

In this meeting, my mind was turned to contem- 
plate the many favoured opportunities, that the 
Lord's servants have, — even in meetings amongst 
those who have but little experience in religious 
matters, or make but little progress Zion-ward. — 
When He who is standing at the door knocking, is 
pleased, at times, to break in upon these, and raise 
his life and truth into dominion, then, where he is, 
there shall his servants be. But it is to be feared, 
that many who have received gifts, and even made 
considerable advancement in religious experience, 
have, nevertheless, become unfaithful; and so, like 
the poor woman formerly, who had ten pieces of 
silver, have lost one, among the dirt of the house; 
nay, some have lost two or three, — and I fear some, 
even nine. Notwithstanding they have still some- 
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thing of the Divine gift left, yet their proper busi* 
ness is, to light a candle, and sweep the house, — 
and with unrennitting diligence, seek to recoyer 
what is lacking. But however easy it may be, to 
recommend this heart-searching work to others, it 
is difficult to put it in practice ourselves, and when 
habits of inattention are formed, many are unwilling 
to engage in this work in the harvest field of their 
own hearts; and so the seed remains under suffer- 
ing in them — "Where I am, there shall my servant 
be:" — what wonder, therefore, if those that are 
faithful have suffering, at times, even in these select 
meetings. 

On fifth and sixth-days, were at the meetings for 
discipline. They first held a large meeting for wor- 
ship on fifth-day, before entering on the discipline^ 
in which Nicholas Wain was favoured in testimony. 
On seventh-day accompanied Nicholas to a meeting 
he had appointed at Uxbridge. Next day, attended 
Mendon meeting, which was pretty full. Just after 
Nicholas stood up, a Presbyterian meeting, hard by, 
broke up, and great part of the people came to our 
meeting: he was much favoured in testimony, being 
particularly led toward other societies, and Truth 
reigned with indisputable clearness. In the after- 
noon had a meeting at Northbridge. 

On second-day, the 17th, parting with Nicholas, 
Peter and I went on toward Boston; though I felt 
my mind much drawn toward Providence and New- 
port, yet on the whole, as I found it hard to part 
with Peter, thought best to continue with him. — 
Arrived at Boston that evening, and lodged at John 
Dean's. Third-day being rainy, went to Lynn, and 
next day^ attended their week-day meeting. It waa 
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pretty large, there appearing to be a considerable 
number of goodly looking Friends; which was all 
I knew about them ; for it did not feel like my pre- 
sent home, or place of serrice. I had not felt easy 
for several days, and now concluded to attend Salem 
meeting with Peter, next day, and then return direct- 
ly toward Providence. We accordingly attended 
Salem meeting, on fifth-day; after which, leaving 
Peter at Lynn, where he had appointed a meeting 
next day, I went on to Boston, and on sixth-day, 
reached Moses Brown's at Providence, where I felt 
much at home, and rested in body and mind. 

First-day morning, I rode to Smithfield meeting, 
which was a pretty open time; and returned to the 
afternoon meeting, at Providence — which was much 
hurt, in the forepart, by a dull, heavy spirit: but 
toward the conclusion, as matters opened, they were 
informed, that the spirit of dullness and stupidity, 
was not the fine linen, in which the saints were 
clothed; and that men, in the most imminent dan- 
ger, were often insensible of it. Truth arose, in 
some degree, and the meeting closed. Next day, I 
went on towards Rhode Island, calling by the way 
at Preserved Brayton's, whose wife. Patience, had 
been now about three years from home, on a reli'- 
gious visit to Friends in Europe. I had a tender op- 
portunity with him, and his children; in the latter 
part of which I was engaged in prayer for the pre- 
servation of the Lord's servants and messengers, 
whom he was sending forth in his service, and that 
those whom they had left behind might be made 
equal partakers of his providential care and regard. 
After which, I passed on, and crossing Bristol ferry, 
lodged at Jacob Mott's, at Portsmouth. 
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Third-day morning, attended monthly meeting 
at Newport; which was an open, satisfactory season, 
and I felt glad to see my friends here again. In this 
meeting, I opened a concern to pay a family visit to 
Friends in this place; which was approved. Aitet 
meeting dined at Thomas Robinson's, with several 
other friends; and being drawn into stillness, the 
Lord gave us a precious opportunity together; near 
the close of which, the sceptre being held out, we 
were encouraged, in awful reverence, to bow down 
and present our petition for preservation, to Him 
who hears the breathing of his own spirit. Thii 
evening my mind enjoyed a comfortable calm; and 
next morning I rode to Isaac Mott's, at Portsmouth, 
having felt drawings that way, as though I might 
probably proceed in the family visit, in that branch 
of the monthly meeting first. So, in the afternoon, 
we visited two families: but, in the evening, the way 
seemed closed up respecting proceeding any further 
here, at present; it being a very busy time, near the 
height of harvest. Fifth-day morning, we returned 
to the week-day meeting at Newport; which was 
a comfortable, calm time, in silence. In the after- 
noon, had a silent opportunity at Dorcas Earle's; 
but way not opening to go forward in the service, 
my mind became very low and much discouraged; 
at times, almost ready to wish I had not informed 
the monthly meeting of it. However, on looking 
back, concluded my being here, was at present, my 
home; and found it necessary to labour after stillness 
and patience. The two following days, we visited 
a few families, to some satisfaction. 

On first-day, the 30th of 7th month, attended 
morning and afternoon meetings at Newport, both 
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piretty full: and I had to believe a number came, 
with a view of hearing preaching; but, I found it 
tny duty to set an example of hearkening to the in- 
ward preacher, in deep, solemn silence. When the 
desire and expectation of the people are too much 
outward after words, those in the ministry have 
need to be deeply watchful, and attentive to the still 
small voice that clearly points out religious duty, — 
lest they be deceived, and drawn out by the desires 
of the people, to feel an anxiety to carry tidings, 
when none are prepared for them. Thus, there may 
be danger of going forth as in the rushing wind, the 
earthquake, or the fire of creaturely zeal and activi- 
ty; and, instead of being clear and intelligible, they 
will have little more than one formerly had, who 
said, "I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it 
was." At the close of the meeting, and during the 
remainder of the day, I felt thankful for Divine pre- 
servation. 

Second-day, proceeded in the family visit; Da- 
vid Green, Elizabeth Mott, and Dorcas Earle, ac- 
companying me. Had several satisfactory oppor- 
tunities; in which I had to remember the inquiry 
of some formerly. How is it that every one hears 
the gospel preached in his own language? the open- 
ings in different families, being so difierent, and 
yet perhaps in a language intelligible, and suited to 
their different states. We continued visiting fami- 
lies till fifth-day, administering to the states of the 
visited as ability was given. As I passed along, on 
fourth-day, I understood the language of John Wool- 
man, when he said he ^'had not freedom to appoint 
meetings one after another, so fast as heretofore/' 
I found it would not do for me to depend upon a 
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concern I had heretofore felt to pay a family yiiitt 
but must wait for a renewal of the same^ from 
time to time. Although I get along slower than 
many others have done, in the like service, yet I 
cannot safely nor usefully go faster than the open- 
ings of Divine wisdom. In the afternoon of fiAh- 
day, visited but one family; when the way agun 
seemed closed up, and I thought best to wait ia 
stillness, for the Master's coming. 

A friend from Halifax informed, that Abraham 
Gibbons and Joseph Moore had made an acceptable 
visit to those parts; and were gone to John's Island, 
about three weeks ago. John Townsend and his 
company were there lately, had one meeting, and 
were gone after the other Friends to John's Island. 
Thomas Colley travelling in York government; and 
Robert Willis and Sarah Lundy visiting families, on 
Nantucket. 

On sixth-day, way opened to go on with the family 
visit; and we were therein divinely helped by Him, 
who looks at the hearts, more than the external ap- 
pearance of people. What he hands forth reaches 
the witness there; — sometimes, as a rod of correc- 
tion, to drive us nearer home; at other times, as a 
stream of comfort to the heavy-hearted, and those 
that mourn. This evening I felt great peace, and 
was very cheerful, little knowing what heavy tidings 
were near at hand. 

On seventh-day, we visited several families; in 
all which I was silent. Often felt an apprehension 
that I should hear some disagreeable intelligence ere 
long, and which came to pass in the evening, on re- 
turning to my lodging; where I found a letter from 
my dear wife, giving account of her being very ill 
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of a fever. This involved me in great discourage- 
ment; and I was very desirous of being rightly di- 
rected^ whether to return home or not Although 
I did not feel quite released from the prospect of 
going to some parts where I had not been; yet was 
desirous of returning home, on my wife's account, 
if I could do it with a peaceful mind. After care- 
fully weighing the matter, I thought I felt most easy 
to return homewards, at least till I might meet some 
further account I therefore went on to New York, 
where I arrived on seventh-day afternoon, the 12th. 
1 felt pretty easy in mind till I got here; but my 
way now seemed closed up from going further, and 
I waited till fourth-day following, when I felt a de- 
gree of faith, that the Hand which I believed had 
led me from home, could do all things for my dear 
wife and family, left behind. My mind now became 
stayed, and the service yet remaining for me, ap- 
peared then pretty clear before me. From that time, 
I expected to hear favourable accounts from home, 
which J <iid, in a very acceptable letter from my 
dear wife, received on sixth-day. 

After having come so far on my way towards my 
dear home, and family, I found it a very close trial 
to go back to the field of labour in New ilQngland. 
But having a prospect, or rather a hope, that I may 
get through what has been before me, in that coun- 
try, before I return home, I went on board a vessel 
at New York on the 20th of 8th month, and had a 
pleasant passage to Newport, Rhode Island, of about 
forty-six hours sailing. When I arrived there on 
the 22nd, I heard that Nicholas Wain and Peter 
Yarnall had been in the Narraganset country, and 
Vol. VI.— 6 
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hnd crossed over the sound to Montauk Pbiilt, dil 
Long Island, and so on homeward. 

On fourth-day evening, left Newport and went 
to Portsmouth. Next day got to a friend's house^ 
near Matapoisctt. The next evening went on board 
a vcsscli and sailed on seventh-day morning for 
Nantucket We got to the bar about eleven o'clock 
tho night following, and. there being a thick fog^ 
they were afraid to venture over the bar — so cast 
anchor there. First-day morning, the tide was not 
high enough to cross, so had to remain till afternoon; 
by which 1 missed of getting to the morning meet- 
ing; but was at that in the afternoon* 

Hero I met with John Townsend, just returned 
from Nova Scotia — and we concluded to travel txh 
gothcr, by way of Falmouth, Sandwich, Pembroke^ 
and some other meetings in that country^ as far as 
our prospects led the same way. 

T have often been glad in feeling myself at homc^i 
since I last left Newport; though I am sensible of 
being led in a diflfercnt line, from most other Friends, 
my service being chiefly in families and monthJy 
meetings, — yet peace in obedience is the same; and 
I dont wish to be led in any other line than that 
which Divine wisdom points out I have met with a 
number of dear Friends, in most places where I have 
been; to these my spirit has been nearly united, 
particularly to a number of dear youth at Newport; 
for whose prosperity in the spiritual journey, in 
which they have set out, I have often felt an ardent 
travail* Under a feeling of which I have had many 
precious opportunities in that and other places. 

I have no doubt my being here has been in best 
wisdom. He who knows all things, can and will 
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make all things work together for good to them that 
love and fear him^ and put their trust in his arm of 
power. 

Notes of a visit to Cheater county j fyc. 

In the first month, 1788, York monthly meeting 
furnished Elisha Kirk and Peter Yarnall with a 
minute of concurrence with their concern to pay a 
religious visit to the families of- Friends, belonging 
to Warrington particular meeting. And in the 8th 
month following, a minute was granted Elisha Kirk 
to make a religious visit to some parts of Chester 
county, and other places, in company with William 
Matthews; of which the following fragment remains. 

Having for some time past felt a draft on my mind 
to pay a religious visit to Friends, in some parts of 
Chester county, and our friend, William Matthews, 
feeling his mind drawn to visit the Western Quarter- 
ly meeting, and, if way opened, to attend the Quar- 
ters of Burlington and Bucks; — and having laid the 
matter before our friends, and obtained minutes ex- 
pressive of their concurrence, — -we set out in com- 
pany, on the 12th of 8th month, 1788. That night 
we got to Abraham Gibbons', near Lampeter, and 
the next to Isaac Jackson^ at New Garden. Fifth- 
day, the 14th, we attended Kennet monthly njeet- 
ing,"held at Center; which was to me an exercising 
time. Dined and lodged at our ancient friend Tho- 
mas Carlton's, who, although his memory ba^ much 
failed, remains green in the Truth. 

Next. day, we Were at Bradford monthly meeting; 
to me an open, satisfactory season. In this meeting, 
\ opened to Friends a prospect, which hj^d bewi in- 
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creasiDg on my mind for some time past, of making 
a religious visit to their families. This concern ob- 
taining their approbation, one man and two* women 
Friends, were named to accompany me therein. — 
The matter was then left till I should return. On 
seventh-day, we attended the Quarterly meetUig of 
ministers and elders; in which, a good degree of the 
savour of life was felt; yet I thought it was neces- 
sary for Friends tp guard against a habit of speakjng, 
because they are accustomed to speak. It is needful 
to wait, from time to time, for the renewed evidence 
of life; without which, the most unexceptionable 
form of words, expressive of the necessity of a reli- 
gious growth and improvement, will not in the least 
tend to forward the work, but rather prove a binder- 
ance to the benefits of silent retrospection. 

On first-day, we were at New Garden meeting, 
which was, in a good degree, open and satisfactory. 
Lodged at John Jackson's; and next day attended 
the Quarterly meeting for discipline; to me, an exer- 
cising time. On third-day, at the General meeting, 
a renewed visitation appeared to be extended to the 
youth. But it felt to me, that many were willing 
to reigu with Christ, and were induced to admire 
the gifts of others; and yet, for want of saying in 
sincerity, "thy will be done,'' they remained as 
dwarfs in Israel; not being willing to get down to 
their own gifts, and therein to be, what the Lord 
would have them to be. 
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A TESTIMONY 

From York monthly meeting .^ concerning our 

friend Elisha Kirk. 

The remembrance of our beloved friend remains 
as a good savour on many of our minds. He was 
born the 25th of the 12th month, 1757, in East 
Cain, Chester county, of pious parents, Caleb and 
ESTizabeth Kirk, whose mutual care in his education 
had the desired effect; tending to convince him that 
true obedience was necessary, in order to obtain 
happiness. He then resolved to take up the cross to 
his corrupt inclinations; in which, being favoured, 
he became exemplary, and by endeavouring to keep 
faithful, was in a good degree enabled to keep down 
the root of sin. As he advanced in years, trials at- 
tended; being early deprived of the benefit of a ten- 
der aflTectionate father's care: but that good Hand, 
which had- begun the work of reformation, was near; 
and by its blessed influence, preserved him in watch- 
fulness, so that though he was fond of company and 
youthful pleasure, his love for Truth was increased, 
and by submitting- to its inward teaching, he was 
favoured measurably to experience preservation. 

Continuing faithful, he received a gift in the mi- 
nistry, in which he appeared near the end of his 
apprenticeship; and through humble attention to Di- 
vine Light, he experienced a growth therein; — be- 
ing favoured to divide the word aright, and minister 
to the comfort and edification of the churches. 

He was diligent in the attendance of our religious 
meetings, and exemplary in humble waiting therein. 
When the prospect of choosing a companion spread 
6* 



66 TESTIMONIES CONCERNINO 

before his mind, he was concerned that he might be 
rightly directed therein; and believing it right, he 
joined in marriage with Ruth, the daughter of Solo- 
mon and Sarah Miller, in Maryland. Soon after 
which, they settled in Yorktown; where he conti- 
nued a useful member of society, — was diligent in 
his outward calling, yet did not allow worldly con- 
cerns to hinder him from attending our religious 
meetings, with his family. 

In maintaining our Christian discipline, he wis 
skilful and serviceable, and was favoured with much 
peace in treating with those -who had strayed from 
the paths of truth. His exemplary conduct, and 
strict justice in his dealings, [was a striking proof 
of his love to the reputation of society and} raised 
iiim in the esteem of most that knew him. 

With the concurrence of Friends at home, Ke 
visited most of the meetings of Friends in North 
Carolina and New England; being frequently en- 
j^ngcd in visiting families, and very useful therein. 
lie was an aflectionatc husband, a careful parent, — 
and faithful friend, — and his sympathy toward those 
in diflicult circumstances was evident. 

I lo was for several years of a weakly constitution; 
and in the fMh month, 1789, was taken unwell with 
a diHonier, which continued changeable until the 
lath month; after which it appeared to be the con- 
sumption, and confined him, for the most part, to 
his chamber. In the forepart of his illness, he was 
tried with a state of poverty of spirit, in which he 
appeared patient, and resigned; waiting in humility 
for renewed refreshment, — which he was favoured 
in duo season to experience, and he was enabled to 
praise that great Name, which we believe he had 
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learned to love, above all worldly considerations. — 
Then he would cheerfully speak of his change, giv- 
ing directions about his outward affairs with compo- 
sure of mind, being careful to have them settled; 
and frequently had his heart filled with gratitude, 
returning thanks for the many favours he was re- 
ceiving. On the 5th of the 4th month, he lay very 
still and slept, his brother sitting by him: — when 
he awoke, in an awful franie of mind, he took him 
by the hand and said, with great composure, **I 
believe I am going." His brother replied, "Thou 
art not afraid to go?" He answered, **No.'^ At 
which time he appeared to have a foretaste of the joy 
that was before him, and said, "I am so filled with 
joy and sweetness, I cannot forbear shedding tears." 

8th of the month he appeared very weak, and 
said, ''perhaps I may g6 to-day;" and continued in 
a sensible weighty frame of mind, as one patiently 
waiting for his change; often saying, **I am going 
in peace." 

11th of the month, many Friends coming into his 
chamber, he took leave of them in an affectionate 
manner, giving advice to some, and raising his voice, 
said, ''Oh! let all be faithful to the precious gift, 
which the Lord has bestowed upon them." He 
then lay still, for some time, continuing sensible, 
and near the eighth hour in the evening, quietly de- 
parted this life, in the thirty-third year of his age, 
and thirteenth of his ministry; and was interred in 
Friends' burying-ground in York, the 13th of the 
4th month, 1790, and we doubt not, he is a partaker 
of that joy, which crowns the labours of the faithful. 

Signed in and on behalf of said meeting, by 

Ambrose Ufdegraff, Clerk. 
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Peter YarnaWs ^ccotint of Elisha KirVa Ifit 

sickness, ^*€. 

On the 26th of the 3d month, 1790, 1 visited my 
beloved friend, Elisha Kirk, who was in a low, de- 
clining state of health, but in much sweetness of 
mind. Looking back on his past life, he expressed^ 
that he had received many favours from the Divine 
hand, even from early life; and that he had in t 
good degree been faithful — likewise said, he be- 
lieved, he should leave a tolerable example behind 
him. 

As I was sitting still on his bed side, he asked 
mo whotlicr 1 felt uneasy about him? I answered, 
no: — that I felt something very calming to attend 
iny mind, concerning him. He mentioned a sense 
he had of making some misses, but hoped they were 
forgiven. I replied, that I believed no transgres- 
sions would be imputed to him. 

y7th. 1 spent most of the day with dear Elisha. 
I had not visited him so frequently as I could have 
wisiied, (hiring tlie latter part of his sickness, by 
n^ason of tiie indisposition of my own family, and 
oUhth. We had a sitting with him, this afternoon, 
in which our friend William Matthews had some- 
thing to communicate, in a very feeling manner,— 
encouraging his dear wife to seek after resignation 
to the Divine will. It was, I hope, a season of com* 
fort. 

28th. lacing with him, he mentioned that though 
he felt great weakness, yet he was free from pain, 
lie mentioned this divers times in the day, with 
gratitude to the great Author. In the evening, lay- 
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ing very still and resigned, he said it had been a 
pleasant comfortable day. 

For some days, when I stopped in to see him, I 
obseryed he lay very still, not having much to ex- 
press. 

On the 4th of the 4th month, I was several times 
ftt his house, in the course of the day. In the even- 
ing he appeared very weak and low; — his son also 
seemed near his end, — I mentioned to him, that I 
believed his dear child would go before him. At 
which, he expressed great satisfaction, in the pros- 
pect. 

A friend was sitting by his bed side, to whom he 
mentioned his desire, that his prayers might be for 
hipiy that he might have an easy passage.* He then 
caUed me to sit by him, making the same request 
Then said, that he had desired, from early life, that 
he might have an easy passage out of it, and that he 
might be favoured with a good companion; and he 
believed, that as one petition had been granted, the 
other would likewise be, — that he thought he had 
his friends' intercessions on his behalf, that he had 
no fears about him, and that he could throw himself 
ii^to the arms of his Redeemer. 

He desired his brother, Isaac Coats, to give his 
dear love to divers friends in New England, and to 
inform them that he was going in peace. 

I was with Elisha, more or less, every day, till 
he died. He mostly lay very still; — though, at 
times, expressed some lively, pathetic sentences, 
tnd gave good advice to divers young people, who 
came to see him. 

On calling to see him, the morning of the last day 
of bis illness, although he was much worn out by 
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coughing, he told me he felt pleasant, and all thiDgi 
about him looked pleasant. During the forenooiiy 
he continued praising the great Name^and speaking 
of his favours. Toward the closing period, he seem* 
ed oppressed, but agreeable to his own request, pass* 
ed away very easy. I left the house to go' home, bot 
before I had proceeded many steps, was called back| 
and he departed, as I entered the door. 



Isaac Coais^s •.'Account of Elisha Kirk. 

On sixth-day morning, the 3d of 4th month, 1790| 
I went to see my brother, Elisha Kirk; and on in- 
quiring how he was, he said he was low, .but bad 
peace of mind; and expressed his great satisfaction 
in seeing me once more. Some time after, recol- 
lecting many of his friends and relations, whom ha 
named, he desired me to remember his love to theflit 
and tell them he was going in peace. One, in par- 
ticular, he was desirous might be informed, that the 
last time he saw her, he was apprehensive, from 
some expressions she used, that she was letting in 
some hardness against a worthy friend, on account 
of a small matter of temporal interest; — which, if 
she did not take care to have it erased out of her 
mind, would eat out or destroy all good in her.-* 
Another, who hath a good gift in the ministry, he 
desired might be faithful and valiant, in his Master's 
cause; also desired he might be careful not to let the 
cumbering things of this world obstruct his service; 
and expressed his fears of said friend's undertaking 
more worldly concerns, than would be best; — be* 
lieving he had enough under his care already. 
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J^irst-day afternoon^ we were apprehensive h6 
was going off; but after some time, recovering a 
little, I told him I thought he had been going. He 
replied, ^* Oh ! sweet change!" Then observing 
some about him to weep, he said, *^ Weep not for 
ine; but weep for yourselves, and for your chil- 
dren." Hearing a little animal sing, he said, it was 
in his heart to sing also, for the joy that was before 
him. He then called a near relation to him^ and 
said, *' I have been concerned for thee; and though 
I believe thee has been improving of late, yet, I 
have always found it better to give way, than stren* 
tiously to contend about worldly matters: which now 
affords me sweet peace, and will to thee, when thee 
is cast on such a bed as I now lay on." 

Soon after, he spake to another relation, and said, 
**you have a large, rough family to order. I wish 
it could be otherwise; then you might often get 
them together, and sit down to wait upon the Lord; 
which is very diflScult with such a family as you 
have.*' Then said, "be faithful." Another asked 
him, whether he had not any thing for him? He 
said, **No: thy Master directs thee." 

On second-day, he lay very still and slept until 
near four o'clock in the afternoon; then drawing 
Ine neai^ to him, said, "I believe I am going. My 
breath is getting short*" I replied, *'Thee is not 
afraid to go?" He said, **0h! no." His wife being 
near him, and appearing much affected, he said, 
** My dear, it seems as if thee could not give me up 
freely; which thee must do, and not hinder my go* 
ing.'* They then took leave of each other in a most 
solemn manner. Appearing to have a foretaste of 
the unmixed joy and felicity that was before him. 
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he said he was so filled with joy and sweetnessi tbat 
he could not refrain from tears. 

After laying awhile, he said, ^^I seena to go hut 
slow: but I should not have said so, for that is lib 
repining." He then desired his three apprentiee 
boys might be called in, one at a time. But he had 
nothing further to say to them, than in an aSecting 
manner to bid them farewell, and be good boya:^ 
Soon after, he called a near neighbour, whom he 
loved, and bid him farewell, saying, ** perhaps I 
may not be in my senses long." He then in a very 
solemn manner, bid me farewell. 

' Isaac Coats. 



Recollections of some of the last expressions (^ 

Elisha Kirk. 

A few days before his happy close, he mentioned 
to me, as follows: "Before I was married, in one of 
my favoured times, I requested of my gracious Crea- 
tor, that if it was consistent with his will, he would 
grant me two things: — one was, that I might be right- 
ly guided in the choice of a companion, — and obtaia 
one that would be a blessing to me, in my journey 
through a world of dangers: — the other was, that 
when the time came for my leaving the world, I might 
have an easy passage out of it. The first request has 
been fully granted me; for my wife and myself 
have been a blessing to each other, and lived together 
as happy as we could desire. Now I have confidence 
as I am drawing fast to the close, that my second 
request will also be granted me." This was remark- 
ably the case. Soon after, he said to me, " I have 
been looking back, with an eye, as I believe, en- 
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lightened by the light of Truth, and I do not see 
that I have, for eighteen months past, in any one 
thing offended. ^^ 

The day before his departure, I was at his bed 
side, between seven and eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing. His countenance Was remarkably serene, and 
his mind seemed to me to be wholly at rest. A so- 
lemnity covered my mind, as awful silence prevail- 
ed, in which his soul seemed to me, to be encom- 
passed with the light of the Son of righteousness. — 
After a short time spent in this heavenly state, he 
turned his face toward me, and said, *' We have 
both spoken of the Divine Hght, — but I have never 
before enjoyed it, in so luminous a manner: and I 
now see in this heavenly light that to-morrow I 
s^hall be gone from this world, and shall have a hap- 
py entrance into the eternal world," He departed 
accordingly. 



\foh ScotVs Letter on the death of Elisha Kirk, 

North Providence, 16th of 9th mo. 1790. 

Dear friend, Isaac Coats,-^ 

I seasonably received thy affecting account 
of the blessed end of our dear Elisha Kirk. He was, 
in life, to me truly dear, and his memory is still 
precious. But who dare repine at his removal to 
an heavenly inheritance? or at the removal of the 
dear children? It is the Lord: let him do what 
seemeth him good. I showed the letter to Moses 
Brown, as thou requested. Hie and his, are pretty 
well for them. Be was greatly satisfied with the 
Vol. VI.— 7 
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account of dear Elisba'a state of mind; and thou|^t 
the church would miss him much, where he lived. 
Buty is not the Head of the church alive from the 
dead ? Doth he not live forever? Is he not ahle to 
raise up helpers in Israel? Yea: and he will do it| 
in his own way and time, though oft much^out of, 
and contrary to, man's way and expectation. All 
then that we have to do on such occasions, is, to 
submit wholly to his Divine will, — wait for his 
law, — and walk carefully in it This is an exercise, 
proper for all times, and occasions; — equally so in 
sickness and in health. And though many sorrows 
may attend, and severe conflicts assail us,— yet, as 
we here abide, we shall conquer all opposition, tod 
know all things to work together for good. 

Please to let dear Ruth have this short letter. .It 
is to serve as one, to each of you; and why not? 
for what can I say more? or what can repetition do? 
She knows on what her soul must anchor; and let 
her not look out for human help. Her God is all- 
sufficient, in every time of trial, if rightly relied up- 
on, for preservation and deliverance. It is possible, 
that I have delayed this too long; but I write now, 
just when I first seem ready. And now, a little is 
quite enough, if you and I (for varied afflictions are 
allotted me) can say and feel with the poet, in regard 
to the goodness of our God, in all his dispensa** 
tions. 

"Good, when he gives, supremely good^ 

Nor less, when he denies; 
Even crosses, from his sovereign hand, 

Are blessings in disguise." 

Full in this faith and assurance, at this time, 1 
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conclude, and rest, dear Isaac, thy, and dear Ruth's, 
I trust, in some degree, sympathizing friend. 

Job Scott. 

My love is often in motion towards many dear 
friends in your country. 



BRIEF MEMOIR OF RUTH WALMSLEY, 
Daughter of Solomon and Sarah Miller ^ wife of 
JSlishd Kirk, of York-town, and afterward^ of 
Thomas Walmsley ^ of Byherry^ Pennsylvania. 

Ruth Miller, the eldest of eight daughters of S. 
and S. Miller, was from early life, of a sweet and 
amiable disposition, and an example to her younger 
sisters, as well as to the young people of her acquaint- 
ance. The gentle impressions of Divine Goodness 
upon her youthful heart, were not disregarded. She 
embraced the visitations of the Light of Truth, re- 
ceived in her innocent mind; and hence, she saw 
the safety and propriety of rendering obedience to 
her parents, and felt the happiness of living in love 
and tender affection towards her brothers and sisters. 

Her choice in yielding obedience to the dictates 
of this pure and safe guide, was not without a cross 
to her own will — or that selfish inclination, which 
is common to human nature. But she was willing 
to take up this yoke of restraint upon her selfish 
desires, in order that she might find rest and peaco 
within. She learned meekness and lowliness of 
mind, and a quiet spirit became the conspicuous 
ornament of bar soul. Yet she was innocently cheer- 
ful; and as she shared the afiection and friendship of 
ber young cQmpanionS| ao she enjoyed the soci^ 
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converse of the friendly circle, while bounded bf 
innocence and circumspection. 

Nor did she esteem it a mark of impoliteness^ or 
want of proper attention to the company, when the 
channels of social converse seemed to close, to ob^ 
serve silence and quietude. For, in an opportunity 
of this kind, among a circle of her young friends and 
acquaintances, when they were alone, her mouth 
was first opened in testimony, by way of exhortation. 

A few weeks after this, she appeared in the minis- 
try, in their public meeting for worship, her mothef 
being indisposed, having remained at home, while 
the rest of the family attended. It is an evidence of 
the power of sympathetic feeling, if not of a real 
communion of spirit, that, during meeting time, the 
mother's mind was very strongly drawn towards 
her daughter Ruth. She had such a sense of her be- 
ing under religious exercise, and of her being called 
to the ministry, that, on their return she asked ano- 
ther daughter that was there, who preached. Being 
slow in replying — she asked, whether Ruth had not 
spoken in meeting. On the sister's inquiring why 
her mother should think so — she adverted to her 
feelings and travail of spirit, during meeting time, 
on her account. What were the consolation and sa-» 
tisfaction of a pious, concerned parent on this occa-% 
sion, language is inadequate to describe. 

As she was concerned to be obedient to the clear 
manifestations of Truth, she grew in her gift; and 
after her marriage with Elisha Kirk, in the year 
1780, and their settlement in York-town, she became 
eminently useful in society. She was also service- 
able in the neighbourhood, and by her kindness and 
^iffability, the sweetness and humility of her spirit,, 
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and ber many amiable qualitiea^ she became mueh 
endeared to her friends and neighbours. 

In the year 1786, during the absence of ber bus- 
bandy on a religious visit to New England, Ruth 
had a season of isevere illness. Her little son also 
was sick at the same time. Their case was concealed 
from her husband for some time; but the fever in- 
creatfingi and not knowing how it might terminate, 
it was judged best to inform him by letter. This 
was received by him at Newport, on Rhode Island, 
and he returned homewards on account thereof, as 
far as New York. But, receiving more favourable 
information there, he went back and finished his 
visit ^ In this closely proving season, Ruth's mind 
was divinely supported, and the kindness and sym- 
pathy of her friends and neighbours were adminis- 
tered and gratefully accepted by her. 

Her maternal cares and duties towards a rising fa- 
mily precluded her from travelling much in the ex- 
ercise^ of her gift as a gospel minister; — yet we find 
that in the 4th month, 1788, she left at home an in- 
fant of six months old, while she performed a reli- 
gious visit to the families of Newberry meeting — a 
striking evidence, among others, of her dedication 
to the service of her Divine Master? 

Previous to the death of her husband, in 1790, 
shfe had become the mother of seven children, most 
of whom died in their infancy. In the 12th months 
1789, she buried her youngest son, about nine months 
old. About three weeks before the father'^s decease^ 
she followed to the grave the remains of a lovely 
daughter, aged two years and five months; and her 
only surviving spii, nearly five years old^ was bu« 
ned the very day of his father^s death. To her sea* 

7* 
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fiitive mind, these successive bereavements were 
the occasions of deep felt trial and probation — ^under 
the pressure of which, there is cause to believe, she 
was divinely supported by the heavenly Comforter, 
and that the everlasting Arm was felt to be under- 
neath, holding up her head above the billows and 
waves of affliction. 

About two weeks before her husband's death, he 
one night awoke out of a sound sleep, and inquired 
of her whether she was awake. After some other 
conversation, he told her he thought she had not 
quite given him up, but still had some expectation 
of his recovery. She said her hope was less than it 
had been some time before. He replied, "Thou 
must not have any; but give me up cheerfully, and 
thou wilt get along better than thou dost expect.— 
There will be a way provided for thee, and our lit- 
tle daughter. I think our son will be taken away." 
A few days before his departure, he conversed plea- 
santly with her, endeavouring to cheer up her mind 
under these close trials, and said, "I have given up 
to be contented with every trial, and desire it may 
be so with thee, for these things are all in wisdom." 
On the day preceding his close, he mentioned the 
joy that he felt, and the glory and brightness which 
he saw, and which he was going to enjoy — and asked 
his wife if she was not glad of such a time. She said 
she felt more comfortable, than she could have ex- 
pected at parting with him. Thus, through mercy, 
her mind was divinely sustained and clothed with 
calmness and resignation to the will of heaven. 

Some time after this event, being more at liberty 
from domestic cares and the confinement to the nur- 
sery, her expanding mind found an enlargement of 
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love to her fellow-creatures, and she travelled io 
the v9ork of the ministry, into various places among 
her friends. 

In the year 1791, her particular friends, Peter and 
Hannah Yarnall, who had been her agreeable neigh- 
bours, and her near sympathizers in times of trial, 
removed from York to the neighbourhood of Hors- 
ham, in Montgomery county. The following let- 
ter, having reference to this circumstance, as also 
to the decease of her husband, and the state of her 
own mind, is worthy of preservation: more especial- 
ly, as from her limited opportunity of school learn- 
ing, writing must have been a very laborious way 
of communicating the lively feelings of her mind. 

The I3th of the 8th month, 1791. 

Dear friends, Peter and Hannah Yarnall, — I feel 
not able to communicate any thing worth your no- 
tice; though feel desires to send a token of my love. 
I am not able to make you sensible how much I 
miss your company; but find it necessary to be con- 
tented with^what is allotted me. I trust you feel 
comfortable at your new home. I know you have 
sensible, feeling friends near, which is a great favour. 
I may tell you, York never looked so desolate to 
me, as it did at my last return. I never missed my 
dear husband more. He is taken, and I am left. — 
Oh! may I be content! 

I may inform, I have been favoured to get thro' 
the families of Bradford to the relief of my own mind. 
I much desire to hear from you every opportunity. 
I. wish my kind love to be given to James Simpson 
and wife, — Samuel Shoemaker and wife, and honest 
Samuel Gummere and wife. Accept a large share 
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yourselves, with the dear children, 'in which sister 
Lydia joins. From your poor, but sure friend, 

Ruth Knx» 

The following Epistle to Friends in Baltimore, 
breathes such a genuine spirit of religious concern, 
tender sympathy and gospel love, that it is entitled 
to preservation in these memoirs, as characteristic 
of the mind of the writer: — 

EPISTLE 

To themonthly meeting o/men and women Frientk 
to be held at Baltimore^ the 26th of 1st mo. 1793^ 

D£AR Friends, — 

I often have you in remembrance, witEr 
desires that you may be preserved on the sure and 
immoveable Rock, Christ Jesus; and be enabled to 
keep your meetings in the power and authority of 
Truth; looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
the saints' faith; remembering the Lord's promise, 
that " where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them;" and that 
they who wait on him, shall renew their strength. 
May you, dear friends, when met and assembled 
together, be favoured to feel newness of life, your 
spirits seasoned with the savour of Truth; — and hum- 
bled as at the feet of Jesus, waiting in awful silence 
to hear the still small voice of him who speaks as 
never man spoke; and who speaks peace to his chil- 
dren and people. For, indeed, his ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all his paths are paths of peace. 
Many of you have been living witnesses of these 
things, and can acknowledge that one hour in his 
presence is worth a thousand eLsewhere« Your souls 



OF RUTH WALMSLEY. 81 

have yearned after him, as the hart panteth after the 
water brooks: — you have hungered and thirsted after 
righteousness; and have been favoured with a remem- 
brance of the encouraging promise, that such '^shall 
be filled.'* " Blessed are the poor in spirit,*' our dear 
Lord expressly declares, ''for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. Blessed are the pure in heart; 
for they shall see God. Blessed are the peace-ma- 
kers, for they shall be called the children of God." 

Of all these, I trust there is a remnant amongst 
you, dear friends; and may the injunction which our 
dear Lord left with his disciples, when his hour was 
nearly come, and he about to drink the cup of his 
affliction, — be sealed with a lasting efficacy upon 
your minds: *'A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another, as I have loved you; 
that ye also love one another; for by this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples." And my de- 
sire is for you, dear friends, that you may become 
more and more united in the bond of peace; and be 
favoured to live in that love, which becomes the 
followers of Christ. Then, truth will prosper in 
youf hands; and you will be favoured to transact the 
affairs of the church in love and condescension. 

You have in your little meeting, met with things 
which have been trying; and I feel a near sympathy 
with*all who have been in any way engaged there- 
in. And now, dear friends, the desire of my heart 
for you on that account, is, that every one may la- 
bour to havfe no will of their own; but desire the 
will of the Lord may be done, be it whatsoever it 
may. Then, and then only, you will be favoured, 
in sinoerity of heart, to adopt the language of him 
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who was the pattern of holiness: '^ Not my will» bot 
thine, Father, be done." 

Ruth Knii 

In the year 1794, she was married to Thorn* 
Walmsley, a member of Byberry meeting; whithec 
she removed, with her only remaining danghter, ani 
settled with her husband, on his farm. Her amiablfl^ 
benevolent, and active mind, soon obtained place in 
the aflections and esteem of Friends, at Bybenji 
and its vicinity. Her gift in the ministry was livdy 
and edifying, and in vocal supplication to the throM 
of grace, she was solid, weighty, reverent and bap- 
tizing. 

She had been but a few months in this new settle^ 
ment, before she found a field of religious labour, 
open to her view. Her dedicated mind, as if eon* 
scious that industry was needful in filling up hff 
measure of thity, became engaged, with Uie unity 
of her friends^ in a visit to the families of the par- 
ticular meeting, where her lot was now cast. 

Improvement seemed to bo her object, or the ad- 
vancement of the cause of Truth, and the welfare of 
her fellow-creatures. She therefore felt a deep in- 
terest in the right education of the rising generation, 
and thus preparing the way of the Lord in their 
tender minds. School instruction, in this concern, 
claimed her lively interest, and she saw and sugges- 
ted a plan for improving the female character, by 
employing teachers of their own sex to cultivate the 
minds and manners of female youth. A girPs school 
was, in consequence, established in the neighbour- 
hood — and with few intervals, has, during the sum- 
mer season, been continued to the present timp witt^ 
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lome beneficial results, and an improving, meliora- 
ting^ influence on society. 

In the 7th month, 1795, Ruth Walnisley opened 
I concern to visit the monthly meetings, and some 
>f the families of Friends in Philadelphia. And a 
Tew months after, she had the unity of. the monthly 
neeting, in making a religious visit to the families 
>f Middletown, in Bucks county — in which service 
Etaonab Thornton accompanied her. The same 
'riends, as companions nearly united in spirit, also 
risited the families of Darby meeting, in the 6th 
noDth, 1796. In the 9th month, a minute of con- 
tarrence was furnished Ruth Walmsley, to pay a 
risit to the southward, in which she was accompa- 
lied, part of the time, by her husband, Thomas 
IValmsley. Of this journey the following account 
nras kept; — and though it docs not abound with 
nany striking observations and remarks interestirfg 
,0 strangers; yet, viewed with reference to the dedi- 
cated mind, and benevolent feelings of her that was 
Higaged in the arduous, disinterested labour for the 
jpod of others, it may be the means of exciting in- 
itmctivQ reflections, even in the minds of those who 
can dwell at home, as in ^^ ceiled houses;" while to 
her surviving friends and relations, it may recal 
be remembrance of her devotedness to the cause of 
Truth and righteousness. 

Muih Jt^almsley^Si Narrative of a religious visit 
to sofnt parts of the Yearly Meetings of PAi-^ 
tadelphia and Baltimore. 

Hie 81st of the dth month, 1796, feeling a con* 
and exercise, which hath attended my mind 
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for some time past, to pay a religious visit to somi 
meetings in the compass of our Yearly Meeting, and 
some within the limits of that of Maryland, — and 
mentioning the same to our monthly meeting, Friends 
united with me in my concern; and I readily obtain- 
ed a minute of copcurrence. 

On the 17th of the 10th month, I left home, in 
company with my husband and my sister, Lydia Jo^ 
dan, and went to Darby. Had satisfactory opportn" 
nitics in some of the families there; also one with 
the children, in their school. From thence went to 
Chester; John Hunt and wife, and several other 
friends from Darby, accompanying us to their week- 
day meeting. Thence, with the same friends we 
went to Springfield, and was at their week-day 
meeting; where the life of religion seemed much 
wanting. In the afternoon, visited a woman friend^ 
who appeared to be near her end. In her young ' 
days, she was taken captive by the Indians, and re- 
mained among them about four years. At the time 
she was taken, they killed her father and mother 
before her eyes. 

From Springfield, we went to Providence meet* 
ing, with Edward Fell and others, and to an ap* 
pointed meeting at Middletown; where we were 
favoured with the arising of the animating power of 
Truth. The next meeting I had was at Newtown, 
on first-day. Religious experience seemed to be 
much wanting amongst Friends there. Thence to 1 
Willis-town, where I had an appointed meeting; and 
in the afternoon, an opportunity with some of the 
family of Isaac Garrett, who were at his brother 
Amos Garrett^ s, by reason of having his house burnt 
a few days past^ with two of his children. 
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On the 24th of 10th month, set out for Pikeland, 
an exceeding bad road. Had a meeting there, also 
at Nantmill, Uwchlan, and Goshen. At these meet- 
ings we had the truly acceptable company of James 
Emlen. Thence went to Wilmington, and attended 
their two meetings on first-day — also had a religious 
opportunity in a family. Accompanied by Zachariah 
Ferris and divers other Friends, we then had a 
meeting at Chichester. After which went home 
with Thomas Callender and wife to Center, where I 
had an appointed meeting the 1st of the 11th month. 
Here, Caleb Seal, from Wilmington, met us, and 
accompanied us to the week-day meeting at White- 
clay creek. From thence we went on, having a 
meeting at Hockcsson, and attended the monthly 
meeting held at West Grove. On first-day, were at 
New Garden, then to Fallowfield, West Cain, and 
East Cain; where I had an agreeable opportunity 
with my aged grandmother, now in her ninetieth 
year. She appeared to be near the close of life, and 
I believe her nigh the kingdom of heaven. 

After attending Bradford monthly meeting, I had 
a favoured opportunity in the family of my much 
esteemed, aged friend, Humphrey Marshall. He 
had nearly lost his eye-sight, but appeared to be 
L patient under this affliction. I had also an oppor* 
_ tunity in a family, where the woman was in a low 
state of mind. Next had a meeting at Birmingham; 
10 to the select meeting at Concord, where I also 
attended the Quarterly and youth's meetings, and 
the week-day meeting at the same place, where a 
marriage was consummated. Thence went to Ken- 
net monthly meetings and visited two families, one 
Voi.^ VI.— 8 
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of whicli were aged Friends, who undergo much dif* 
ficulty in getting out to meetings. 

On the 18th of the 11th month, was at London 
Grove; attended the several sittings df the Quailer* 
]y and youth's meetings there, also had several op- 
portunities in families. We lodged at our valuable 
friend, Joshua Pusey's, while in this neighbourhood. 

From London Grove, we went on pretty direct' 
ly about a hundred miles, to Warrington Quarterly 
meeting, held at Pipe Creek, in Maryland;- where 
I had the company of many of my dear friends and 
old acquaintance, and we were mutually rejoiced to 
see each other. Attended the several meetings to 
good satisfaction; after which, had a meeting ap 
pointed for other societies, chiefly Methodists^ among 
whom were some thoughtful, seeking, well-disposed 
people; several of whom were much tendered and 
broken, in the time of the meeting. Thence went to 
Bush Creek, where I met with a very kind recep- 
tion from my dear friends, Anthony Poultney and 
wife, and we were mutually glad to see each other*^ 
Here we took our lodgings for some time, as I be- 
lieved it to be my place to visit the families belong-' 
ing to Bush Creek meeting. Spent more than a 
week in the service, and was at divers of their meet- 
ings; at one of which, there were several slave** 
holders, towards whom I was enabled to relieve my 
mind, in measure, of what rested on me^ in regard 
to those that continued in the practice of holding, 
their fellow creatures in bondage. 

We made some progress in visiting the families, 
but did not finish, before the time of holding the 
Quarterly meeting at Hopewell, in Virginia; and I 
having a desire to attend it> set out from Anthony 
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Poultney'sy at New Market, whence my huaiband 
concluded to return home. We got to Aquila Jan- 
ney's, on the 14th of the 12th month. Attended 
the select preparative meeting at Center, and on the 
17th, were at the Quarterly meeting of ministers and 
elders, at Hopewell; where I met many of my near 
and dear friends, whom I had not seen for several 
years. We attended their meeting on first-day, also 
the Quarterly and youth's meeting,- to pretty good 
satisfaction. Then went to Center again, and was 
at their week-day meeting, where* was Charity Cook 
and her companion. We all dined at Jonah Hollins- 
worth's, where we had a solid opportunity at part- 
ing. I then went to my brother Robert Miller's, 
where I saw my brother Joseph and my sisters. 

On first-day, the 25th of 12th month, attended 
Hopewell meeting. After which we returned to- 
ward Bush Creek, in company with divers Friends; 
having to pass through much difficulty on our way, 
by reason of the roads being exceeding bad, and 
the weather extremely cold. The people told us, it 
was nine degrees colder than it had been known to 
be in those parts. Came on to David Ridgeway's, 
where I had a solid opportunity with his family, 
and divers other Friends, I believe to good satisfac- 
tion. Had also a religious opportunity with Lewis 
Meal's large family; and on second-day, the 26th of 
the month, parted with my friends, and crossed the 
river Potowmack, with some difficulty, on account 
of the ice, being partly frozen over. Reached An- 
thony Poultney's, before night, on the 27th, where 
we met our much esteemed frietid Isaac Everitt, 
who had a n^eeting appoiQted at I^ush Creek, which 

I atte^c^Q4^ 



88 RUTH walmslet's narratiyb. 

After visiting the remainder of the families be- 
longing to Bush Creek meeting, I set out for Sandy 
Spring; and was at the monthly meeting there, on 
the 5th of the 1st month, 1797. Returned to our 
kind friend Anthony Poultney's, at New Market, 
and after tarrying one night there, set out next 
morning for Pipe Creek, and came to Moses Far- 
quhar's on the 7th, in the evening. Had a solid op- 
portunity in his family; and next morning, with 
some other Friends, went on to Monallin and 
lodged at Nathan Hend rick's. On first-day attend- 
ed Monallin meeting, which was a laborious, exer- 
cising time, in the forepart; but,, at length. Truth 
prevailed, and strength was given to relieve my 
mind. After meeting, went to Jonathan Wright's; 
he and his wife were glad to see us. I was pleased 
to see his large family of hopeful children, and had 
a comfortable opportunity with them, and some 
other friends. 

On second-day, were at Huntingdon, where the 
power of Truth, which is the crown of our religious 
meetings, tendered our hearts. The next meeting 
was at Warrington, where it livingly revived in my 
mind, and I was enabled to express it, that they 
dwelt too much on the surface .of things; and that 
their religion was not enough the I'eligion of their 
experience. On fourth-day were at Newberry meet- 
ing; where we had an open, favoured time together. 
Thence went to York, accompanied by divers friends. 
I had many solid, satisfactory opportunities amongst 
my near and dear friends and relations, in that town; 
also attended their first-day meeting, which was an 
open, favoured time, so that we were livingly com- 
forted together. 
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From this place, I set my face homeward, the 
16th of the 1st mdnth, having a satisfactory oppor- 
tunity at parting with my beloved friends, many of 
whom were present. It was concluded with suppli- 
cation and thanksgiving to Him, who is the giver of 
every good and perfect gift. 

After taking our solemn leave of each other, we 
went on to a meeting, appointed near Susquehanna, 
accompanied by my cousin Timothy Kirk and divers 
other friends. At this place live a few Friends, who 
have a meeting indulged once a week. To this 
meeting came many of their neighbours, most of 
whom were Germans, and but few of them had ever 
been at a Friends' meeting before. I endeavoured 
in the ability received, to open before them the ne- 
cessity there is for us to know and experience a 
spiritual worship. The people were attentive, and 
some of them tendered. We dined at our kind 
friend Andrew Moore's, who, with his wife and 
son, accompanied us over the river, which we crossed 
on the ice. 

Next day, called to see my aged grandmother, 
who was yet living, and said she felt thankful that 
she had the opportunity of seeing us once more. — 
With her and the rest of the family, we had a satis- 
factory season, by her bed side. On taking our 
leai^e of her, she said, **I am waiting for my final 
ehange. Remember me in your prayers, even 
when we are far separated.'^ Went on, and lodged 
at Joshua Baldwin's^ — had a religious opportunity 
in his family. My aged, and much esteemed friend^ 
Joshua^ had nearly lost his eye-sight, and was much 
confined at home. 
8* 
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Next morning left there, and reached home late 
in the evening of the 18th of 1st month, and found 
my dear husband and children, with the rest of the 
family, well; which I esteemed a great favour. 

In performing this journey, rode about nine hun- 
dred miles, and was absent from home three months. 



In the 2d month, 1797, Ruth Walmsley returned 
her minute to the monthly meeting, and, except a 
family visit to Friends at Germantown, she did not 
travel far from home afterward, — altho' in the 1st 
month, 1798, she opened a prospect of a religious 
engagement to travel into the Southern States. Her 
bodily health, however, had been on the decline for 
some time. Yet her mind being strong in the Lord, 
and in the feelings of love and good will to men-r^ 
certificate was granted her for the purpose, in the 
4th month following. 

John Hunt, of New Jersey, remarks, "It is no 
rare or uncommon thing, for such Friends to be re- 
leased and taken away, under such prospects. A 
lesson of deep instruction and humility there is, in 
such instances" ! In the* case of Ruth Walmsley, 
an evidence is furnished, of the expanding nature of 
Divine Love, when it becomes the life of the soul. 
The current of strong desire for the welfare of the 
human family flowed in her soul — so that it outba- 
lanced the consideration of regard for the ease, the 
health, and comfort of an afflicted tabernacle. But 
nature sunk under the pressure of disease — and, after 
giving this public evidence of her love to the cause 
and prosperity of Truth, she patiently endured the 



OF RXTTH WALMSLEY. 91 

pains of mortality, until the powers of nature re- 
signed their charge, and the immortal inhabitant as- 
cended to its unchanging stale of beatitude in the 
unclouded realms of Light and Love. 

Yet she lives! she lives in the remembrance and 
in the unity of the one spirit, in kindred minds, 
that held sweet communion with her gentle, amiable, 
benevolent and sympathetic soul, while here below. 
The following Testimony of Friends of Horsham 
monthly meeting, of which she was a member, du- 
ring the last four years of her life, show some of the 
views then had of her worth, and of the estimation 
in which she was held. C. 



The Testimony of Horsham monthly meetings 
concerning Ruth Walmsleyy late of By berry y 
in the county of Philadelphia^ deceased. 

Thi^ our dear friend was born in Frederick coun- 
ty, Maryland, in the year 1752, being the daughter 
of Solomon and Sarah Miller. While young and 
under their care, she was dutiful to her parents, and 
having early embraced the visitations of Divine love, 
she was in a good measure preserved in a state of in- 
nocent circumspection. In the twenty-third year of 
her age, she was called to, and engaged in the work 
of (he ministry. 

In the year 1794, on her being married to our 
friend Thomas Walmsley,§he came to reside among 
QB, and produced a certificate of the near unity and 
, itgard of Friends at the monthly meeting of York 
in Pennsylvania, of which meeting she had been a 
imember and minister well approved. 
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Since her settlement among us, she was diligent 
in the exercise of her ^ift, freely giving up to the 
Master's call to travel abroad to visit meetings and 
families, for the promotion of his cause and the wel- 
fare of her fellow mortals, which she had much at 
heart: and on her returns from those visits, she pro- 
duced certificates of the near unity and satisfactioa 
of Friends with her labours in the gospel. 

She was truly an example of a meek and quiet 
spirit, a tender and sympathizing friend to those in 
affliction both of body and mind; such she was often 
engaged to visit, and to minister suitably to their re- 
spective states. She was a living minister; and ia 
supplication, humble and fervent. Her doctrine 
dropped as the dew, to the consolation and encour- 
agement of the sincere traveller Sion-wards. The 
young and rising generation were peculiarly the ob- 
jects of her tender solicitude, that they might not 
only be the called, but the chosen and sanctified^ 
prepared for every good word and work. She was 
careful to maintain love and unity, saying at times, 
that she could not live without it; and being sensi- 
ble of the preciousness thereof, was desirous to pro- 
mote it in others. 

She was not only diligent in attending reUgious 
meetings herself, but careful to encourage her fami- 
ly to their duty in that respect, and was an example 
of steady waiting upon the Lord in silence, when 
not called to public service. Out of meetings, her 
deportment was solid and exemplary, accompanied 
with an innocent sociability^ which gained hep the 
love and esteem of all who knew her. 

Her last illness was long, in which time she suf- 
fered very great pain of body; but was mercifully 
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preserved in much resignation to the Divine will, 
saying at one time, "It dont look likely that I shall 
recover from this painful disorder, but it matters lit- 
tle what this poor body suffers, if it be a means to 
bring me nearer to the kingdom of heaven. '' At a 
time when some came into her room and dropped 
into silence with the family, she was raised up, and 
in an awful and Hvely manner, supplicated the 
Lord that her husband and family might be preser- 
ved in his fear, and be enabled to walk before him 
so as to experience a growth in the ever blessed 
Truth; and, in a particular manner besought the 
Lord that he would be mercifully pleased to visit 
and revisit the young and rising generation; that they 
might be brought off from the delusive enjoyments 
of this world, and their affections placed on heaven 
and heavenly things. — At a time when divers young 
and middle aged friends were present, she uttered 
to this import, "I expect you will be labouring in 
Truth's service when my head is laid in the grave, 
let none who have put their hands to the work look 
back, or be dismayed, altho' there may be many 
discouraging prospects, and some of you may com- 
pare yourselves to the Israelites of old, when the red 
sea was before them and the enemy behind, (which 
has been my situation) and I have this testimony to 
bear, that the Lord will open the way for you, as 
the eye is kept single unto him ;" and added, ** I have 
no other to look to but the Lord, let him deal with 
me as he may, it certainly will be right. I am re- 
signed to it.'' At another time said to some about her, 
**the work of preparation for such a time as this, 
put not off; for the afflictions of the body are enough 
to struggle with.^' 
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Many more weighty and instructive expressions 
were uttered by her during her illness, evidencing 
her continued concern for the good of souls, and pa* 
tient submission to the Lord's will with respect to 
her bodily afflictions, (which were great beyond 
many.) 

A short time before her departure she spoke in a 
low melodious voice, which by what could be under- 
stood, appeared to be in praising and magnifying the 
Lord her Redeemer, for all his favours bestowed up* 
on her. Then lay still for some hours, and passed 
quietly away as one falling into a sleep, on the 18th 
of the Cth month, 1798, in the forty -seventh year of 
her age; a minister about twenty-three years: and 
we believe is entered into the mansions of everlast- 
ing rest She was interred on the 20th of the same 
month in Friends' burial ground at Byberry, ac- 
companied by a large number of friends and others, 
after which a solemn meeting was held. 

May the example of those who are removed from 
works to rewards, having served God in their ge- 
neration, and finished their days in peace, prove an 
encouraging incitement to survivers, to go and do 
likewise. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting held the 

1st of the Sth month, 1798, by 

Ezra Townsend, > ^j^^^^ 
Sarau Lloyd, i 



REFLECTIONS. 

5th monthy 1834. 

The shortness of timey the duration oi eternity j — 

a consideration replete with interest, though it ea-» 
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gages but a small portion of the attention of the ra- 
tional intelligent mind. Whence this inconsistency? 
How is it, that the things of time, which are but for 
a moment, and which perish with the using, occupy 
the foremost place in the affections, even to the ex- 
clusion of those treasures, wliich are eternal in cfu* 
rations which can support the mind under trials, 
deep and poignant, and console in the hour of ad- 
versity — even the treasures of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God. Life is but a vapour, quickly past. 
We are here to-day, we know not what to-morrow 
may bring forth. We have daily proofs of the un- 
certainty of time. We see our associates removed 
from this state of being. We see in those we love, 
the thread of life suddenly snapped asunder, and 
yet how strange, though true^ we give repeated 
evidence of remaining unatvakened to the undent^ 
able truthj that we also are mortal, A lethargy 
from which it is to be feared, nothing will arouse, 
save the solemn call, "steward give up thy steward- 
ship, for thou mayst be no longer steward." 

When we call to mind the near connexion be- 
tween mind and body, we cannot but be sensible of 
the impropriety of delaying, till laid on a sick bed, 
those considerations, which should daily be brought 
into view, influencing our conduct through life, that 
so the end of our creation be answered; — for should 
our time be lengthened out, should we even have 
one single day granted, after the solemn call has 
been extended, will not bodily anguish often be 
found to be as much as feeble nature can sustain? — 
Let then these considerations arrest the attention of 
the young, of the thoughtless^ of any age. And 
by witness|i|g!. judgment to be daily passed upon all 
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transgression, the desirable end will be altained| of . 
having our accounts in readiness for a final settle* 
ment — then will the messenger of death be, to eve- ^ 
ry mind, the harbinger of peace, the passport to 
everlasting rest 



'^ If any lack wisdom, ask it of God, who giveth 
liberally and upbraideth none.'^ Oh! thu goodness. 
He giveth liberally to all who ask. He upbraideth 
none for having so long slighted his offers of mercy, 
but remains willing, yea, he stands graciously dis* 
posed to supply, even from his own treasury, the 
wants of every hungry soul, who, under a sense ot 
nothingness, under an experimental knowledge, that 
all man's boasted powers are lighter than vanity^ 
yea, altogether insufficient for its preservation, be* 
comes engaged in humble prostration to seek there- 
unto for help. Those who apply here, in sincerity, 
will find access — to these will be opened the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge, and no truly seek- 
ing, needy soul, will be sent empty away, but they 
will know a being fiUed with praise to inefiable 
Goodness: their souls will be replenished with hea- 
venly bread, they will know a partaking of that 
stream of love and life, whereby the whole heritage 
of God is watered. Why then will any give their 
money for that which is not bread, or their labour 
for that which satisfieth not; when these treasures 
of enduring, soul sustaining, substance are offered 
to their acceptance? "If any lack wisdom, ask it of 
God, who giveth liberally, and upbraideth none." 

J. 
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A BRIEF MEMOIR 
X)f John Merrittf deceased, late of the city of 
New Yorky with some account of his last ill- 
ness and death. 

John Merritt was born in Courtlandt Town, West 
Chester county, State of New York, on the 23d of 
4th months 1758. He was blessed with religiously 
disposed parents, who, though not members of the 
Society^ attended the meetings of Friends; and he 
became a member a short time before bis marriage, 
about the twenty-sixth year of his age. Some years 
after this, his health becoming too feeble to support 
the labours of a farm, he removed, with the appro* 
bation of his friends, to reside in the city of New 
York. Here, in a very moderate way, he com- 
menced the business of a Hour merchant, which he 
pursued for nearly thirty years, sustaining the cha- 
racter of an upright and honest man. 

About ten years before his decease, tils ehildren 
being married and settled around him^ ahd exertion 
en his part being no longer necessary, he relinquish- 
ed business, and for the most of the remainder of 
his life> resided with a son-in-law. During this 
period, and indeed for many years before, much of 
his leisure time was spent in visiting and consoling 
the afflicted; and though unable to contribute much, 
Vol. VI.— 9 
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singing Hallelujahi Hallelujah, but added, Isuppoio 
this is not the way for me to* worship. Yet from 
the overflowings of his feelings he frequently repeat^ 
ed, joy, joy, joy! with many similar expressions. 
From this time to the close of his existence, this 
bright prospect did not for a moment appear to be 
clouded, but much of his time was passed in instruC" 
tive conversation with those around him, urging the 
necessity of their being prepared for such a season 
as this, often remarking that his work was done; — 
and when exhibiting evidence of great sufferings, 
that it was only distress of body, that his mind was 
perfectly at ease. 

In this happy state, he felt his love to flow to all, 
unrestrained by any sectarian views. He expressed 
a desire to see some Friends with whom he had 
been formerly associated in exercise for the support 
of our religious testimonies in this city. Some of 
whom on being informed of it, called to see him; — 
he appeared glad of the opportunity of taking them 
by the hand, evincing that his spirit was clothed 
with that love which seeks the good of all, embraces,, 
and would gather all without distinction, who sub-, 
mit to its holy influence. 

One of his legs which had for some time beeft 
very sore, becoming increasingly painful, it was 
examined, and he desired to know if there was any 
change in its appearance. On being informed that 
there were dark spots on it, he remarked, "I sup- 
pose it is mortification, and will probably terminate 
before many days." Adding, *'do not keep back, 
or conceal any thing from me; it is what I have 
looked for, and I now feel fully prepared foi: ^^ 
event." 
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He remarked on one occaaion, when in great pain, 
**My sufferings are Ver^ g^^t — yet I cannot wish 
it otherwise, or wish for one pain less/' At the 
close of a day in which he had suffered much, such 
had been the serenity of his mind, that he was ena- 
bled to express, "Oh! what a pleasant day this has 
been to me; it seems like a sweet dream." On 
another occasion, when his friends expressed their 
sympathy for him, he remarked, that his distress 
was very great; but although he suffered much, yet 
not so much as the blessed Master, whose agony 
was so great that he sweat as it were great drops of 
blood — adding, that it was only distress of body, — 
his mind evidently being in perfect peace. And he 
frequently seemed to gather strength to bear up 
under his distress, by calling to mind and express* 
ing the same circumstance. He was also, at times^ 
favoured in a remarkable manner, to extend counsel 
and encouragement to those around him, so much 
so, that one present, on hearing him say, that like 
Jacob, of old, he had wrestled all night for the 
blessing, added, (and all felt the force of the obser« 
vation) that he now, like Jacob, could rest upon hia 
staff and confer a blessing upon his children. 

On fifth-day evening, he stated, that on a previous 
day, whether awake or asleep he knew not, but he 
for a time thought his trials were over^ and that he 
had entered into a mansion of peace and joy, and 
that he was invited to take his seat at a table spread 
with rich dainties, and he felt he could take his place 
there without producing jar or discord. He alluded 
to the state of trial that he had some time previous^ 
ly passed through, saying, that at that time, it se^xb- 
ed as if a view of hia whole life wa» spread befi)m 
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him» in such a remarkable sianoer, as to oause hix^ 
to acknowledge as the woman of Samaria formerl^\, 
did, I have seen ^^a man which told me all thin^ 
that ever I did; is not this the Christ?" Herecoant- 
ed many little things done in his youth^that he had 
not considered really wrong, and that he had long 
since forgotten^ but they were now brought clearly 
to his view, and he saw they were all vanity , — ^that 
he had had a hard struggle for the blessing, and it 
for some time seemed doubtful to him whether he 
should obtain the victory, but that he now felt that 
they were all blotted out, and that there was not a 
cloud in his way; and he could sing the triumphant 
song, ''Oh! Death, where is thy sting. Oh! Grave, 
where is thy victory." He afterwards remarked} 
<'I never, until within a few days past, have seen 
the time, when the thoughts of the message, 'Stew* 
ard give up tliy stewardship, for thou shalt be no 
longer steward,' has not brought rather a dread over 
my mind; but now, the prospect is so bright, that I 
sometimes fear I shall not wait with patience the 
appointed time." 

For two or three days before his departure, his 
mind was at times wandering; but on several occa-r 
sions he was favoured to collect it, and to show that 
his prospects were not changed, but that he looked 
forward to the period of his release, with an un- 
shaken confidence that all would be well with him. 

On sixth-day, about noon, on awaking from a 
long sleep, his mind being perfectly collected, he 
addressed an exceedingly interesting communica- 
tion to his dear wife and chiMren, who were around 
him, enforcing on their minds the great importance 
of their living together in harmony and love, say*. 
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ing, ^<I commend you in the words of Christ to his 
discipI^Sj^ *That ye love one another.' Remember, 
it is the last advice of a dying father. God is Love^ 
and nothing but love will qualify for an inheritance* 
in the kingdom of rest and peace.'' 

He then gave directions about his funeral, request- 
ing to be put in a white pine coffin, and that all 
should be done in a plain way and without parade. 
After tenderly embracing and taking an affectionate 
leave of his dear companion, he requested, that if 
aoy called, to whom it was thought that his closing 
scene might be useful, that they might be admitted 
to witness it, as he feared not death, but felt that to 
him it would be a happy change. This was the last 
time his mind was collected. He afterwards lay 
much of the time in a sort of stupor, until the after- 
noon of the next day, the 26th of 10th month, 1833, 
in the seventy-i^xth year of his age, when he fell 
into a deep sleep, and in the evening ceased breath- 
ing, without a sigh or struggle^ and we doubt not, 
his sanctified spirit is gathered to that glorious state 
of rest and peace, to experience the fruition of that 
Joy, of which he had been favoured to have such au 
ftbiindant foretaste^ 



Brief Account of Friends in France. 

In the year 1786, Friends in England communi- 
cated to their brethren in Philadelphia the follow- 
ing particulars, relative to the breaking forth of 
liight in France, among about one hundred families^ 
who professed themselves to be Quakers, and were in 
the practice of holding silent -meetiof^s for worship^ 
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They state that sewral of them appear in the 
ministry; especially one woman, who has been in- 
strumental in convincing divers. They latterly ap- 
pointed one of their number to attend on Friends 
in London, with an Epistle. This person had been 
educated for a lawyer, which business he had prac- 
ticed for some time; but, finding that employment 
inconsistent with his religious feelings, he undertook 
the weaving trade, — though a man of considerable 
estate and family. The Epistle was sealed, and 
directed to some meeting of Friends in London;— 
and he desired it might not be opened, till Friends 
were collected. It was opened and read in the Meet- 
ing for Sufferings there, and contained much season- 
able and valuable matter. Some Friends were thea 
appointed to draw up an answer to it 

The man stayed there several weeks; — during 
which time he improved considerably in the English 
language, and once appeared in prayer, in a meet- 
ing. Friends supplied him with a number of books,, 
and accompanied him ta Bristol, where he took 
shipping for France. 

Among other things, he expressed great surprise, 
on seeing those who profess the inward Light, po\v- 
der their hair, and wear large silver buckles; be- 
cause, although he had been brought up in the use 
of these things, yet Truth had led him out of them. 
By his account, they appear to have been aware of 
a day of suffering approaching; as they had not yet 
ventured to keep back the priests*^ tithes, nor let any 
books be seen, which spoke against the church of 
Rome. 

The subjoined Epistle, as translated, copied^ and 
seat to Friends in this country, i& an Interesting 
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docutnent, exhibiting the simplicity and sincerity of 
this infant society, in their remote situation. It 
furnishes a powerful testimony to the universality of 
that light, grace, or manifestation of the one Holy 
Spirit, that lighteth every man coming into the 
worlds and hath appeared unto all men, as a teacher^ 
leader, and saviour, to profit withal. 



To our brethren and faithful Friends, the true 
Christians^ or Quakers of England, at London. * 

From CongenieSj near Nismesy in Languedoc, 
the 4th of October, 1785. 

**As God has loved us, we ought also to love one another; because,, 
in loYing our brethren, we know that we have passed from death ta 
life, lie that loveth not his brother, abideth in death.'* — 1 John, 

To our brethren, and good Friends of London. 

It is in an entire union of heart and soul, that za 
hundred Christian families are earnestly desirous of 
imploring assistance from virtuous and enlightened 
brethren. We believe we cannot apply, with confi- 
dence, to friends more true, more sincere, charita- 
ble^ united, virtuous, and enlightened, than to you, 
our dear friends of London. And we are persuaded 
that you will receive, with true satisfaction, these 
marks of our lively affection, and ardent desire after 
the complete knowledge, and perfect observation of 
the true Christian doctrine; — and that you will em- 
ployall your zeal to give us every assistance in your 
power, that may be necessary to our perfect regene- 
ration. 

it is in this persuasion, and with this intention, 
that our good friead, Marcillac, has had it at heart 
to be acquainted with you> and; ha^i thought it bia 
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duty to travel three. bun dred leagues, to visit you. 
The motive for his journey being so important, we 
could not but approve it unanimously. We there- 
fore request you all, as endeared friends, and fellow- 
worshippers in spirit and in truth, to esteem our 
dear brother, Marcillac, a sincere friend, who comei \ 
to you with no other design, but to ask for spiritual 
succour, both for himself and for our little society. \ 

It was at our first setting out in the Christian race, 
that we thought it our duty to call for your assist- 
aiice, to help us to walk with courage in this sublime, 
and divine way. And since, at a time when we 
were given up to worldly desires, you condescended 
to give marks of your attachment, affection^ and 
zeal, to some poor scattered brethren, (when our 
friend Coudognan was in England in the year 1769;) 
we are persuaded that you will repeat your regard 
now that we have begun a new life, in stripping our- 
selves of a great part of the mists of corruption, 
which formerly darkened the eyes of our souls, and 
eclipsed the Divine light in us, which is alone able 
to lead to salvation and heavenly felicity. 

Yea, we sincerely confess, dear friends, that we 
have been long lukewarm in the faith, and very 
weak in works. Though we acknowledged the Ho- 
ly Spirit for our guide, we were so rash and obdu- 
rate, as to wander from the way w^hich it points out 
to all who submit thereunto, in a docile manner. — 
Led, as we were, into the vices and corruptions of the 
world, this Divine light was so obscured amongst 
us, that it shone but dimly in our earthen vessels.- 
The channels, through which this Divine water was 
to pass, in order to refresh our souls, — were so filled 
with earthly defilements, that they yielded but a 
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muddy stream; liable to occtsion the greatest mala* 
dies of soul, rather than to produce perfect health. 
Forgetting that our heart was the temple of the 
Holy Ohostf (as Paul said to the Corinthians) we 
had no restraint from profaning this temple; and we 
were fallen and overwhelmed to that degree, that 
unity did not reign among us; — so that every one 
seemed only to live to himself, being in love with 
worldly enjoyments, and in no wise attached to hea* 
venly ones: and the life of our corruptible bodies 
was a thousand times dearer to us, than that of our 
incorruptible and never-dying souls. In short, con- 
taminated by the example of a country entirely cor- 
rupt, our disease had arrived to that pitch, that we 
were ready to fall under the weight of our iniquities. 
Some amongst us were even wholly departed from 
the faith, and Were floating amidst the impetuous 
waves of worldly corruptions. 

Such was our miserable condition, when the Su- 
preme Being condescended to snatch us from the 
dreadful precipice, — to make us acquainted with our 
error, — ^to feel our obduracy, — and to oflFer the ne- 
cessary remedies for our terrible disease, — by direct- 
-ing the steps of our good friend, Marcillac, towards 
us, about the latter end of last 3^ear. 

This good brother, born in one of the most exalted 
situations (according to the maxims of the world) — 
endowed with the greatest natural qualifications, 
and with a fortune of more than 200,000 livres,— 
was destined by his parents to the abominable trade 
of war. Placed, from his infancy, in a regiment of 
horse, his birth or his talents soon procured him the 
rank of captain. He was yet young, when he ob- 
tained this rank; and he certainly would have got 
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one much higheri aocM)rding to the opiDion of wdrid* 
\y men, — but, being intended by the Almighty (oi 
a greater purpose, his heart was happily led to me^ 
ditation upon religion. Soon did the Divine Light 
make him sensible, that the only happiness of man*' 
kind consisted in following it;-^that it was not in 
high dominion, and the false vanities of cori^upt meni 
that man can find rest to his soul, and obey the will 
of the Supreme Being, — in whose eyes no one is 
great, but he that humbles himself the most in hif 
presence, and does the most good to his fellow-cret* 
tures, rather than shed their blood by fire and sword. 
At length, being turned from all the abominations 
of the world, he determined to change his condition 
of destroyer, to that of preserver of mankind. And, 
being excited in his own mind, he went into Ger^ 
many, to visit the Friends of Spiegelberg, in Saxony. 
There, being confirmed in the faith of the 'true 
Christian doctrine, as you profess it, and which tve 
endeavour to follow, — he was led to visit us,'and 
bring us the help so necessary to our infirm statCi 
He made us a visit for the first time, in the month 
of November, last year: but, having found us in W 
deplorable a condition, and surrounded by so many 
defilements, he had very little satisfaction therefrom, 
and returned, quite sorrowful, to his habitation, dis- 
tant three leagues from us. Nevertheless he was not 
disheartened; but, some time after, made us a second 
visit) and, being moved by the Divine power, he 
gave us such excellent exhortations, that all our souls 
were affeoted therewith. We felt our miseries; and 
we endeavoured to enrich ourselves with those hea- 
venly blessings, which the Supreme Being conde* 
scended to send us. 
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These first tokens of our desires to reform, re- 
Knimated the zeal of our good friend De Marcillac, 
tod he was desired to exhort our friend Majolier, 
the son — one of us. This young man, aged about 
twenty, was wholly plunged in the licentiousness of 
the age; and, judging by the sight of his eyes, that 
had been led astray by worldly passions, he had left 
off acknowledging the Divine Spirit for his chief 
director, and was dead in his sins. Our friend Mar- 
cillac took pains to adniinister remedies to him, ca- 
pable of restoring him to the heavenly life. But he 
i&^ at first, with an obstinate resistance from him. 
But, it having pleased God to touch his soul, and 
to afford him a ray of light, — causing him to open 
hiieyes with admiration, he could no longer resist; 
hut betook himself diligently to give heed to it, with 
faithfulness. Divesting himself of those tyrannical 
passioqs, which till then had held him in the bonds 
of death, he forsook, at once, all that most gratified 
his sensaal desires, — and embraced a life, retired 
from all the trifles of the world, in order to submit 
entirely to the Divine law, — to follow, and observe 
it attentively. 

Our friend, Marcillac, being the instrument which 
God was pleased to make use of, to effect this hea- 
venly work, his zeal was dgubly excited. He made 
us a third visit; which afibrded us great encourage- 
ment in our reformation. All our young people, 
who have been addicted to the depravities of the 
world, at once separated themselves therefrom, whol- 
ly to lead a regular and upright life before God. It 
was they who then exhorted us to embrace this new 
life^ so necessary to a true christian. 
Vol. VI.— 10 
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We often met togother in the spirit of the tjotdj 
tnd soon found that he alone had condescended to 
touch us with his gracious hand, in order to form of 
tis a small flock of children, subject to himsel£-^ 
'^AU those who are led by the spirit of God are the 
children of God ;" as Paul says. It was this same 
spirit that we sought, for our director; and this we 
incessantly implore for our everlasting leader. 

Since that time, our good friend, Marcillac, not' 
Ivithstanding his rank in the world, his rieheS| tnd 
all the snares which continually surround him, — has 
often visited us, and has constantly given an ezaiti* 
pie of humility, lowliness, modesty, and a great nnoH 
ber of christian virtues. 

Having made some steps towards reformation, we 
had presently many enemies, slanderers, and perse* 
cutors. But, ktiowing that we must be hated anddef* 
pised of the ivorldj for the name of Christ; we have 
always rejoiced in soul, and thanked God that he 
had condescended to give us proofs of our being his 
true children. And we have often been livingly en- 
couraged, in seeing the happy progress in Truth and 
good works, which are daily multiplied amongst us^ 
especially, as the Supreme Being has vouchsafed to 
give us still more striking proofs of his omnipotence, 
in gathering into his bosom many, even of our per- 
secutors, and enlightening them suddenly, with his 
Divine light Yea, dear brethren, we have been 
witnesses of these Divine wonders. Whole families 
have been united to us, without any other means^ 
than the convictions of their own hearts, or by the 
rays of that Divine spark, which they had smother' 
ed under the ashes of their iniquities^ 
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Animated more and more by all these Divine vir- 
tues, by the good example and continued encourage* 
ment of our good friend, Mareillac, all our adversa- 
ries have looked upon us with eyes of astonishment, 
and have tried many ways to disturb our happiness; 
especially the protestant Calvinists. One of their 
pretended ministers, a man instructed in human wis- 
dom, but entirely ignorant of the Divine, — thought 
he could destroy the way of happiness, embraced by 
us, by proposing objections against our religious 
principles, to our young Majolier; — thinking, no 
doubt, to overturn his faith, and invade ours. But 
he was greatly mistaken; for this young man, though 
an the first stage of reformation, being obliged to 
render a reason of his faith, had strength and cou- 
rag& enough to resist the imposture of this presump- 
tuous adversary, and bring him to profound silence. 
And how could we do otherwise, than succeed in 
stopping his mouth, when Truth and the Divine 
power was on our side! 

Since the Divine Being has vouchsafed to make 
us feel our miseries, and to cleanse us from the 
principal defilements with which we were infected, 
we have no greater desire or view, than to exhort 
one another to watch without ceasing in the light of 
the Divinity, and to confirm our faith by all the 
works of beneficence we are. capable of. But, we 
must confess to you, dear brethren, that we are not 
yet arrived to that height in virtue which our Crea- 
tor requires of us ; and that there is still much 
weakness among us. However, our good friend, 
Marcillac, encouraged by the first fruits of our re- 
formation, and our good will to purify ourselves per- 
fectly, has been livingly excited in his mind to visit 
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jou, to be a mediat«| between you and us, — to pro- 
cure us all the spiritual assistance, which brethren 
wholly reformed can give to a handful of scattered 
sheep; who, being surrounded with weakness^ have 
a great desire to be strengthened, and to come still 
nearer to the Divine Light, as that which is alone 
able to lead to eternal felicity. 

To communicate to you written testimonials of 
our first steps towards christian virtue, — to ask 
your opinion, and know if we have hitherto con- 
ducted ourselves according to the spirit of the 
Lord ; and whether we have followed the true 
christian doctrine in the manner you profess it, and 
as we desire to imitate it perfectly : we unite thus 
in heart and soul, in recommending to you our 
good friend, Marcillac, as an endeared friend,, who 
only aspires after our happiness, and the full mani- 
festation of the Supreme Omnipotence. We ar- 
dently desire that his happy journey may produce 
all the fruits that we may expect from it. And in 
the same unity, we earnestly request you to com- 
municate to us all your knowledge, to enlighten us 
further, — to strengthen us in the faith, — encourage 
us in works, and finish the regeneration of our 
souls, — to the end that, although separiated from 
each other at a great distance, we may worship the 
Divine Being in one and the same spirit, and serve 
him in the same way. 

This is what we wish and desire from tlie bottom 
of our hearts, and declare ourselves sincerely to be 
your brethren and friends, in christian love, wish- 
ing you all peace and happiness of soul. 
SoNzoLS, father, Quissac, 

Lapierre, sen. Mutual, son, 
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E. BousQU£T, son, 
E. Chavagnac, uncle, 
Majolier, the son, 
M ARiGNAN, father, 
Benezet, sen. 
Francis Benezet, nephew, 
Rabinal, father, 
Rabinal, the elder, 
Paul Coudoonan, the elder, 
Francis Rabinal, 
B. Rabinal. 

E. AUBANEL, 

Majolieb, the father, 
Roux DE Nayes, 
Louis Fbessin, 



FONTENES, 

Mutual, father, 
Abnieb, 
foubnieb/ 
BouviEB, son, 
F. Gbassel, 
Li. Rabinel, 
liOUis Benezet, 

J. NOUOABET, 

p. Agnels, 

t. souzols, 

Brum, 

Foubnes, 

E. Navaulle, 

J. Maille, son, 

Antqont Viglla, C. Delos, 

C. Madet, La Rogue, 



A. BousquET, 

E. LOBEL, 

Du Four, - 
A. Maille, son, 



Mabignan, the son, 
Benezet, uncle, 
Benezet, aged, 
CouDOGNAN, father. 



The following is a copy of the Answer returned 
hy Friends of London : — 

'^ To the Friends at Congenies, Calvisson, and 
daewhere, in Languedoc 

SxAB Fbienus, 

Your letter of 4th of 10th month last, brought us 
by our friend, J. De Marcillac, hath been read 
inongst a number of us, at two different times, at 
o&e of which he was present ; and many Friends 
expressed much sympathy and affection for you, si- 
tuated as you are, among those combined enemies 
10* 
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to Truth, supentitittji and infidelity; fo p ea i i titi iij 
that hath usurped the place of yital rdigion j^ «B4ff9 
infidelity, that dighta and diirt>elieYe8 the only ini^l 
by which men ^a become liyingly apquaiiltiilH 
therewith. .3 

We observe the f ijoople and honest aceount JM9 
give of your weak estate, and the stepa which f^m 
have, taken towards recoveiry : and your applioitiisa^ 
to us hath humbled 41s under-the reflection, how derU 
ficient many amongst us are, who have. long ^9 
joyed so many privileges. Neverthel^s8 <ro failMfa 
been comforted in believing that the Almighty hi4l||3 
in his infinite love, awakened the minds of ' bU^9 
of you to feel after, and turn to, the manifiMtatioiRiiMi 
of his light, grace, or good spirit, in the Inwwrd .tf 9 
your souls; as the means, through' obedienoe thcietni 9 
to. gather you to himself. And it is -oor. c amttt » 
wish that yo.u may be led rightly along aBde^4tS•fl 
influence, and become lights to those among whom ■ 
you dwell, drawing others, by your example, to see I 
its beauty, and administering grace to those who I 
observe your love, and humble walking before | 
God ; thus will you partake of the peace which *| 
Christ promised to his followers :— ^ Peace I leav9 ] 
with you ; my peace I give unto you — pot as the | 
world gives, give I unto you. Let not your heart ! 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.' — John xiv. 27. \ 

It .was by a steady attention to this Divine prin* \ 
ciple, that our worthy predecessors, a little more^ j 
than a century ago, were led from the many who i 
were crying—' Lo ! here is Christ ; or, lo ! there 
he is'-— in this or the other form or ceremony ; to. 
the ^ft of his Spirit within them; which induced- ^ 
them to meet often together, and sit down in so* 
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lemn silence, waiting therein to feel a right qualifi- 
cation to worship God in spirit ; knowing all the 
willings and runnings of the creature brought into 
obedience to the Divine will : by this means their 
understandings were enlightened to see, and they 
strengthened to perform, those things that were re- 
quired of them. 

We, therefore, beseech you to wait, in that mea- 
sure of light or grace vouchsafed unto you, for fur- 
ther manifestations of the Divine will ; and not to 
suppose, because the Lord hath, in measure, given 
you to see what you were, that you have already 
attained, or are made perfect. Some of us know by 
living experience, that there is a necessity daily to 
wait for renewed counsel and ability to * press to- 
ward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God, in Christ Jesus.^ — Phil, iii. 14. And we know 
the benefit of often meeting together, to wait upon 
and worship God. Endeavour, therefore, to get 
into a deep, reverent frame of spirit, wherein not 
only an outward, but an inward silence is witnessed; 
all cogitations which hinder the true worship in 
spirit, being resisted, and every thing that is of 
map laid low, that fio all may experience both the 
will and the deed wrought in them, by the opera-» 
tion of the same blessed spirit ; for, although we 
may be convinced of the truths of the gospel as 
they are inwardly revealed, yet we must wait on 
the same Divine power for strength and ability to 
discharge every duty, lest, having run before our 
guide, instead of following him, it should be said 
unto us, who hath required this of you ? But, in 
learning of the light, grace, or spirit of Christ, we 
f ome to receive the true faith, and are enabled to do 
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thoie works which p^ate God, being the ftoit 
hif own spirit in us* ' 

How uDspeskftUe is the priyikfe} to^fae.^i 
deemed from dependanoe on human initaroctioii 
brought into the true gospel dispenfatUMij'. 
taught of th^ Lord hiinself. 

Andy dear friends^ we cannot iBonfini^ to worihi|(. 
aHloney omr boJief of the necessity of. aQi in 
guide; but, receiving the apostolic inj 
' Whether therefore ye eat or drinks or wi 
ye dOy<lo all to tiie glory <^ God/ andf 
that his own works alone glorify him^ we ue 
see his influence oeeessary for the due reguhitiini 
our outward conduct ; and* for endeavoorii^ 
preserve inviolate our several testimonies liqAJi 
worship and conduct Our fore&thers long bote Hip^l 
contempt, the envy, and tibe cruel persecutioii 
worldly men ; nevertheless,, our annals do BOt fai» 
nish any instance wherein the sincere ound, under. 
sufferings, ever breathed jn vain to the Lord for 
support And much, very much did the patience 
wherewith our ancestors bore their sufferings,. con^ -; 
duce to open the eyes of the people, spread the :; 
« knowledge of our glorious principle, and multiply ' 
its converts. 

Finally, friends, suffer us to exhort you to keep ^ 
to the law and the testimony, as delivered to the . i 
saints in the doctrines contained in the Holy Scrip* ' 
tures, and avoid the attempts of any to draw you 
into disputes upon subtle and unessential questions. '^ 
And we trust, as you adhere to the simple, yet dear . 
doctrines of Truth, you will be enabled to resist and 
confound gainsayers, and become (as we have al« - 
ready hinted) lights in a dark world. For, let it be 
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ever borne in mind, that your conduct being cir- 
cumspect, your words few and savoury, all your 
deportment solid and grave, and your lives blame- 
less, will be the best evidence of the truth of your 
profession, and that you are led and taught by the 
Holy Spirit. 

We have been pleased with the company and so- 
ciety of our friend, De Marcillac,*whom we love in 
the Truth, and desire his safe and peaceful return to 
you with this our Epistle. We also have, with 
pleasure, to inform you that his deportment hath 
been consistent with his profession. Our said friend 
proposes to take with him sundry books, which we 
trust he will communicate to you, and give you 
•ach further information concerning us as you may 
require. And we desire, from time to time, to hear 
from you, as the Lord may open your hearts. 

We are your affectionate Friends." 



I 



Sarah GrubVs account of a Visit to Friends of 

Congenies and other places^ in company with 

George Dillwyn and others. 

" We came to Nismes and Congenies the 22d 

aad23d of the 5th month, 1788, having travelled 

Hine hundred and fifty miles from Amsterdam. We 

entered Nismes with a peaceful serenity upon our 

spirits, and next day went to Congenies, about four 

leagues. Our arrival drew out of their habitations 

the people in general : some looked at us with asto- 

Bishment, and others with countenances which put 

me in mind of Mary's salutation to Elizabeth. 

These soon acknowledged us, and drew us into the 
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houM of a study, Talutble- widow, where we i 

■olemnlyuluted and received, ud our minds mell 

together, ud such • itreun of gospel love flowed^ 

u some of \u thouf^t exceeded what we had before 

experienced, though no words were used to cK- 

prestit 

Our Friends an, most of them, poor, industrioin 

"^people, but- we wen favoured with all that vita 
needful, though those thing* that we call so are 
«eRr«e,the country being geuendly overspread with 
vine-yards, dive-yards, and mulberry trees. It osn 
hardly be thought how comfortable we were. Peace 
of mind sweetens every inconvenience. 

We found these people, difierent from our So- 
ciety in their outward appearance, and in their want 
^settlementi and saffici«it quietude in their religi- 
ous assemblies. But the humility and simplicity ri 
their meetings, kUeaded witht a lively consciotn- 

, ness of their own wealcness, make them ready t8., 
«Iubri6e every o&er of help that is suited to their ^ 
capacity and progress in the Tculh. There are « 
few of them, amongst the younger sort particularly, 
who furnish a hope that there will be a Society in 
this dark part of the world, eitablished upon the 
right foundation. We soon found, that, to be use- 
ful to them, the visiters must be weak with the vf> 
sited, and in christian, condescension bear wiA 
them, till Truth opened a door of utterance to show 
them a more excellent way. 

Their monthly meedng was held on first-day, 
wherein, of their own accord, they laid open their 
discipline, t^ reading their minutes or agreements 
acceded to on their .first setting up ttiese meetings, 
which, £or eonsisteney with their profession, are io ' 
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general, superior to our expectations. But it ex« 
tends no further than to a care oyer their poor, and 
one another's moral conduct They have no other 
tenets, nor any testimonies recorded, by which 
they may be distinguished ; and our little band 
were not without a guard, witli respect to propos- 
ing or urging any thing to them which they have 
not, at present, a capacity rightly to adopt and 
mipport 

At Congenies and in its neighbourhood, we spent 
two weeks ; visited all their families ; attended 
their monthly meeting ; had a meeting for confer- 
ence with the elder rank ; a youth's meeting, and a 
very satisfactory public meeting with the inhabit- 
ants I also, divers solemn opportunities unforeseen 
—all which brought us into near sympathy with 
them, and often deeply humbled and baptized our 
spirits on their account, as Well as our own. Our 
fiarting was a very affecting one, but under a com- 
fortable sense, that the Shepherd of Israel has them 
under his gracious care. 

Prom.Congenies we went to Giles's, about twenty- 
one miles, where there are between twenty and 
thirty who profess with us as they do at Congenies; 
but liiey do not appear so much awakened in their 
minds, nor so earnest to be visited. They received 
US, however, with great kindness, and were pleased 
with the visit, which perhaps may be profitable to 
aome beyond what we can now see. 

After having three meetings at Giles's, we came 

to Nism€s, and thence by way of Roane, Fontain-* 

"^bleau, Paris, and Versailles, to Alengon, where we 

arrived the 2d of the 7th month, after having tra** 

veiled near six hundred miles* At Alengon we 
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affectionately received b^ t^ibn de 
and courteously -b7 his wife, ifrho, tbixnif^ 
whole of our visit th€f)re> which was three -da^ 
peared to enjoy the company of iheir yii 
Thence we returned to London. 

Truly^ there is a hidden>. precious seed, 
up and down, not only in these pairts, but ia 
land and Germany, who are measurably pilbi 
6oth from the superstitious, and the vain w<»M|»fi 
are seeking a foundation whereoh they may trtit! 
soles of their feet *' . . 
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' ttithard Jordan^ 9 account of hi9 Joprhey ip i 
Frietub at Congeniea, and fiome other ] 
• on the Continent* 

On the dd of lOth month, 1801, they left 
and travelled upwards of three hundred mileii to 
Lyons, where they staid only one day.' They then 
took boat down the Rhone, a very rapid river; — ^biii 
the weather became so stormy that it appeared dan- 
gerous; and next day they resumed their journey by 
land. **0n first-day, the llth,^' he saysj ^Hhrou^ 
considerable fatigue and difficulty we reached Gon- 
genies, where we were kindly received by Lewia 
Majolier and his wife, with whom we put upi 
Third-day had an appointed meeting at this plac^ 
with those under our name ; and although we found 
them in a very weak state, and not much appear- 1 
ance ef the Friend about them, yet it proved, 
through the renewal of holy help, one of the most^ 
watering seasons I ever experienced in a meetings 
We found it necessary to use great deliberation in 
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t>Uf communications, in order to be at all under- 
Btood, so general a weeping prevailed at hearing the 
Bound of the gospel in plain simple Truths delivered 
among them./' 

In giving a narrative of this visit to Congenies> 
after his return, Richard Jordan related to a friend, 
that his hope of enjoying a comfortable season with 
this remote handful of Friends, had borne up his 
mind through the toils, trials, and very great diffi- 
culties he had to encounter in his long and perilous 
journey to see them. But on his arrival there he 
became exceedingly depressed and discouraged, on 
finding very little of the appearance of Friends 
among them, and he was ready to conclude his con- 
cern and toil were all lost, or that he had been mis- 
taken in his feelings respecting them. The meet*- 
ing, however, was appointed, as above stated, and 
in this deeply distressed and discouraged state of 
mind, he was introduced into the room where they 
were collected. So deep was the distress and exer- 
cise of his mind, that he said he passed through 
ihem to the farther end of the room, where he took 
his seat) without looking at them. His head almost 
involuntarily dropped between his knees, and such 
was the conflict of his deeply tried mind, that he 
was unconscious of surrounding objects until he 
'found himself! on his feet addressing the assembly. 
And so great was the openness, and intense the in- 
terest of the people on the occasion, that he said 
(however uncouth the comparison,) he could com- 
pare them to nothing but a parcel of hungry dogs, 
that were ready to catch with eagerness, and devour 
every thing thrown to them. It was a watering 
•easoD indeed! Richard's mental captivity under 
Vol. VI.— 11 
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discouragements, was turned ^'asLthe' streams of tbtf 
south ;" and, contrasting the situation of many 
Friends in their large meetings, full-fed even with a 
living gospel ministry — to this remote^ poor, hua* 
gry, destitute little company in the south of FrancQ 
— the proverb is applicable which says, ** The full 
soul loatheth the honey-comb ; but, to the hungry 
soul, every bitter thing is sweet." 

"Next day," says Richard in his Journal, "we 
went to Nismes, about ten miles distant, and visited 
one or two under our name there. The day follow* i 
ing we went to a place called St Giles, about fifteen i 
miles from Nismes, close on the Mediterranean seSf j 
and said to be noted formerly for containing many 
Protestants, who suffered much, especially in the 
reign of Louis XIV. for their religious principles^ 
which occasioned a great dispersion of the inhabit* 
ants from that place, and it has never recovered, 
being now only a small town, but the remains of a 
large city. There are, however, at this time, a 
number who make some profession of our princi- 
ples; with them we had a meeting, of which they .1 
seemed glad, though it was not so open as the afore* 
mentioned one at Congenies. We only staid one 
day, and then returned to Congenies. On first-day 
morning attended meeting again at this place, which 
was considerably larger than the first, and was also 
a time of favour. 

*^ After this meeting, feeling my mind much ex- 
ercised for the right advancement of Friends here, I 
proposed a meeting, to be held at some suitable 
time, which was acceded to and held in the after- 
noon. My mind was opened and enlarged in lay- 
ing their weak and disordered state before them. 
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and the consequences of having no rule or order of 
discipline, to unite them in supporting and holding 
up the testimonies of Friends. Many seemed fully 
sensible of it, and confessed, in much brokenness, 
that their deviations had been such, that they had 
been only usurpers of the name of Friends. This 
was truly an affecting opportunity; and, after much 
time had been spent, in which many, with weep- 
ing, lamented their situation, it was proposed to 
hold a meeting next day, to try if they could get in- 
to some order ; which was agreed to ; and, in the 
evening, several articles were drawn up, in order to 
lay before them. 

** On second-day, a meeting for business was ac- 
cordingly held, when the afore-mentioned articles 
were laid before them. They consisted of sundry 
heads of testimonies, from the book of extracts of 
London Yearly Meeting, accommodated as much as 
might be to their local and weak situation ; and it 
was proposed, that all such among them as were 
willing and desirous of supporting these rules and 
testimonies, should subscribe to them, and become 
united in the work. This proved also a time of ge- 
neral weeping and brokenness, and I could not for- 
bear weeping with them. I think about thirty of 
them stood up, and declared their willingness and 
desire to support and maintain these rules of disci- 
pline as proposed, and subscribed thereto. Others 
confessed, with tears, that they felt too weak to en- 
gage at present, and desired to know whether a 
door would be left open for them hereafter, in case 
they should be better able to come in at a future 
day. After a considerable time thus spent, and 
they had appointed some of their number as over- 
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seers, &c. the meeting concluded, and I believe 
many minds, with ours, were greatly relieved. May 
the Lord prosper the work in their hands to his 
own glory ! For I did believe, in our passing along 
through this country, that there was a precious seed 
in many places, that would, at some future day, be 
gathered. May the Father of mercies bow down 
his gracious ear to the groanings thereof, and hasten 
the day of its deliverance. 

** 21st — Apprehending myself clear of any fur* 
ther labour among these people, Lewis Seebohm 
and I parted, and I proceeded towards Bordeaux, 
in order to look for a passage to some port in Eng-^ 
land.'' 

Speech of a Missionary to the Indians at Buffd^ 
loe, and the •Answer thereto^ by Bed Jacket, 

In the summer of 1805, a number of the principal 
chiefs and warriors of the Six Nations of Indians, 
principally Senecas, assembled at Buffaloe Creek, ia 
the State of New York, at the particular request of 
a gentleman Missionary from the State of Massachu* 
setts: — the Missionary being furnished with an in- 
terpreter and accompanied by the agent of the Uni- 
ted States for Indian affairs, met the Indians in 
Council, when the following talk took place. 

First f hy the Agent, 
Brothers of the Six Nations, — I rejoice to meet 
you at this time; and thank the Great Spirit that he 
hath preserved you in health, and given me another 
opportunity of taking you by the hand. Brothers, 
the person who now sits by me is a friend who has 
come a great distance to hold a talk with you ; hQ 
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^I inform you what his business is, arid it Is my 
^uest that you should listen with attention to his 
Words. 

Missionary. — My friends, I am thankful for the 
>p{K)rtunity afforded us in meeting together at this 
ime. I had a great desire to see you, and inquire 
trto your state and welfare ; for this purpose I have 
tivelled a great distance, being sent by your old 
riends, the Boston Missionary Society. You will 
ecollect they formerly sent missionaries amongst 
on, to instruct you in religion, and labour for your 
ood. Although they have not heard from you for 
long time, yet they have not forgotten their bro- 
lers of the Six Nations, and are still anxious to do 
ou goodi 

Brothers, — I have not come to get your land, or 
eur money, but to enlighten your minds, and to 
istruct you how to worship the Great Spirit, agree- 
ble to his mind and will, and to preach to you the 
ospel of his son, Jesus Christ. There is but one 
digion, and one way to serve God, arid if you do 
ot embrace the right way, you cannot be happy 
ereafter. You have never worshipped the Great 
pint in a manner acceptable to him ; but have, all 
our lives, been in great error and darkness. To 
ndeavour to remove these errors, and open your 
yes, so that you might see clearly, is my business 
^ you. 

Brothers, — I wfsh to talk with you as one friend 
dks with another, and if you have any objections 
i> receive the religion which I preach, I wish you 
state them, and I will endeavour to satisfy your 
&mdS| and remove the objections. 
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Brother^ — ^I .waotyou ^ *|mk your 
freely^ for I wish to reaaon with yoa op the 8ub)iMl|iJ 
and, if poasibld, to remove til doiibt^ if thei!^' 
any on your minds. The sutgect is an imj 
one, and it is of consequence that yon* give -t^l^p^i 
early attention while the offer is made- jrou.- 
frtendSy the Boston Missionary Society, will 
nue to send you good and iailliful miiiisten^ (• ii 
struct and sb'engthen. you in religion^, if on 
part yoU:|u:« willing to feceiTe; thenf. . \ 

Brothers,— Since I have been in this pwxtoiii 
country, I have visited some of your small 
and talked^ with your people : they appeal 
'to receive instructieO;; but as they look vp:to 
as their older brothers in council, they waot AMttf I 
know your opinion on the subject* ¥ 6u hwM^ 
heard what! have to propose at present; I' 
you win take it into consideration, and- gi^iEe-me; 
answer before we part, ' 

After about Iwohours consultation among them« 
selves, the chief, commonly called Red Jacket, (by - 
the white people,) arose and spoke as follows : — . 

Friend and Brother, — It was the will of ths 
Great Spirit that we should meet together this day.. 
He orders all things, and has given us a fine day for 
our council. He has taken his garment from befors..| 
the sun, and caused it to shine with brightness 'updOi] 
us. Our eyes are open that we see clearly ; dot/; 
ears are unstopped that w^ have been able to hear 
distinctly the words you have spoken. For all tKepe 
favours we thank the Great Spirit, and him only. 

Brother,*— This council fire was kindled by you^p^ 
it was at your request we came together a^t this tiiiM« 
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We have listened with attention to what you have 
said. You request us to speak our minds freely. . 
This gives us great joy ; for we now consider that 
we stand upright before you, and can speak what 
we think. All have heard your voice, and all 
speak to you now as one man. Our minds are 
agreed. 

' Brother, — You say you want an answer to your 
talk before you leave this place. It is right you 
should have one, as you are a great distance from 
home, and we dont wish to detain you. But we will 
first look back a little, and tell you what our fathers 
haye told us, and what we have heard from the 
white people. 

Brother, listen to what we say. 
There was a time when our forefathers owned this 
great island. Their seats extended from the rising 
to the setting sun. The Great Spirit had made it 
for the use of Indians. He had created the bufia- 
loe, the deer, and other animals for food ; he made 
the bear and the beaver 5 their skins served us for 
clothing ; he had scattered them over our country, 
and taught us how to take them ; he had caused the 
earth to produce corn for bread, — all this he had 
done for his red children, because he loved them. 
If we had some disputes about hunting ground, they 
were generally settled without the shedding of much 
blood ; but ^n evil day came upon us. Your fore- 
fathers crossed the great waters, and landed on this 
ialand ; their numbers were small ; they found 
friends and not enemies ; they told us they had fled 
from their own country for fear of wicked men, 
and had come here to enjoy their religion ; they 
asked for a small seat— we took pity on them and 
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gnnted their request ; -they iit Jl^wn amoDgpt ar)(^: 
wn^ gave them com and meat; th«]r|;aTe us pMMaoi^fk^ 
in return. The white people ihad now f^nd 0!% 
country ; tiding* were carried baok^^and mor* eanjfc: 
amongst us, yet we did not fear them-^we- tnilf^ 
them to be friends— 4hey called us brothers jt mjiti 
believed them, ^nd gave them a larger seat^^vj 
length their number had greatly, increased '; tiie|^ 
wanted more land ; they wanted our countiy« ~0l||^ 
eyes wer^^t^eneily and our minds became tiGnMiq&; 
Wars took place. Indians were hired to UkjKI 
against Indians, and many of our'ptople ^tpbAnii 
stroyed. They also brought Strong liquoramoingi^ 
us ; it was strong and powerful^ and has. slain th aa y ' 
sands. • jar;., v 

Brothjsri —Our seats were once ^large, and ^yflliirt ' 
were small. You have now beeoine a greatjicoljiijijii 
and we have scarclejy a place left to spreadtionr blsii^; 
kets. You have got our country, l)ut are not satis^ 
fied. Your want to force your religion upon us. 

Brother, continue to listen. 

You say you are sent to instruct us how to iS^ror^ 
ship the Great Spirit agreeably to his mind, and if 
we do not take hold of the religion which you. 
teach, we shall he unhappy hereafter. You say 
that you are right, and we are lost. How do you 
know this to be true ? We understand that your 
religion is written in a book. If it was iptended for . 
us as well as you, why has not the Great Spirit 
given it to us ? and not only to us, but why did he 
not give to our forefathers the knowledge of thai 
book, with the means of understanding it rightly ?. ' 
We only know what you tell us about it How ' 

S" iUtodifigt U is luppoted, tQ> iitdent tpiritii 
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shall we know when to believe, being so often de- 
ceived by the white people. 

Brother, — You say there is but one way to wor-» 
ship and serve the Great Spirit. If there is but one 
religion, why do you white people differ so much 
about it ? Why not all agreed, as you can all read 
the book ? 

Brother, — We do not understand these things ; 
we are told that your religion was given to your 
forefathers, and has been handed down from father 
to son. We also have a religion which was given 
to our forefathers, and has been handed down to us 
their children. We worship in that way ; it teaches 
us to be thankful for all the favours we receive ; to 
love each other, and to be qnited. We never quar< 
rel about religion. 

. Brother,' — The Great Spirit has made us all, but 
he has made a great difference between his white 
and red children ; he has given us different com- 
plexions, and different customs. To you he has 
given the arts ; to these, he has not opened our 
eyes. We know these things to be true. Since 
be has made so great a difference between us in 
other things, why may we not conclude that he has 
given us a different religion ? According to our 
understanding, the Great Spirit does right; heknows 
what is best for his children. We are satisfied. 

Brother, — We do not wish to destroy your reli- 
gion, or take it from you ; we only want to enjoy 
our own. 

Brother, — We are told you hav« been preaching 
to the white people in this place. These people are 
our neighbours ; we are acquainted with them. We 
will wait a little while, and see what effect your 



1^ ' '■ TMMTtMomT-conafRisiyo 
pl^ehtDg his upon them. - If 4ve iiad it does them 
giaod, aiakes them honest, aind less disposed la 
^eat IndiaDB, we wjH then coBsidcr again v.~hat 70Q 
uve said. 

Brother,->You have now heard our answer to 
your talk, aod thia is all we hive to say at present 
Aa we are going to part, we will come and take' 
' you by the band, and, hope the Great Spirit will 
protect you <oa your jouraey^ and return you safe 
to your friends. ' 



Tettinion^ <ifFritnda qf Sandy Spring, Maiylandi 
. ■ concerning tSnna Thomas. 

fo,Rt}ei)]pting-to gather a'p the precious evideoees 
of ttne redeemed state of jnind of our departed friend 
Anna Thomas, werecurtoBTitw of her earlyyeara, 
which were marked with an education, calculated to 
introduce her into scenes of gayety and fashionable 
amusement, that were indulged in, until her mind 
became illuminated by the li^ht of truth, shomag 
her the emptiness of all these things; and as she sub- 
mitted to its progressive operation, we believe a 
state of acceptance with her Lord and Master wit 
happily attained. 

Her first attack of paralytic disuse, was more 
than three yesi's previous to her dissolution. After 
recovering from its effects, she retained 8 very so* 
lemn sense of thevisitation, and said to a friend, 
that her mind had been awfully impressed under ft 
seme of it; and expressed with reverence, the favoui^ 
ti»t she bad f^It no alarm. 
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The next severe stroke of the disease, occurred 
about four months previous to her death. She mani- 
fested the same composed and collected state of 
mind, as on the former occasion ; and in a few days 
Was so much relieved as to resume the important 
duties of her station in the family at Fair Hill board-^ 
ing school. But her health evidently declined, and 
in the early part of the 5th month she was confined 
to her bed. During this season of great bodily afflic- 
tion, she expressed many things, truly instructive 
and consoling to her anxious friends, from which 
the following selection is made. 

"Lord! not my will, but thine be done in all 
things. Affliction is hard to bear. The Master said, 
*I pray thee let this cup pass from me.^ " It was 
then observed to her, that she had been favoured 
with great quietude and composure throughout her 
sickness. She replied, "I have felt it, and desire 
to be thankful for it, the Lord's mercy is over all 
his Works.*' A friend present observed to her, that 
it would be hard to give her up, yet the desire was 
felt to be resigned to the event. She said, **Yes, 
it will be hard parting; but the time must come to 
us all; and to be in a state of preparation is all that 
ii worth striving after. I have felt my mind very 
much composed and quiet, for which I am thankful. 
This sickness has been very afflicting; but I think 
1 have seen, that all such dispensations are blessings 
' ia disguise, and this has been for my good, though 
a very trying one. I have thought if I should be 
brought through, I shall endeavour to live more to 
the praise of the great Creator. I have not been as 
faithful as I ought to have been; but I hope if I 
diould be continued, that I shall be enabled to leave 
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,l|t to tallow aftar the one thia^ needful. Th( 
timM wherein I oan say> 'pot ^y wiU but thtse 
^me^f — but the flesh 19 waoli." 

In the ft>urse of the following night, when 

^great Bufieriog, §tie supplicated thus, "Oh Lord! iCj 
it be consistent with thy will, be pleased to be 
me, abd round about me this night, and grant me 

* patience." She made inquiry relative to the close 
of a deoeaaed friend, whom §he had known and 
loved) in early life. Some particulars were recited, 
tH afterapaosej she feelingly remarked^ "Shehti 
ipised into Abraham's bosom, and received th> 
answer of 'Well done,' — wherejhopewe shallsH 
Teat" 

Ob the return of Pjienda who had attended (lis 

• Quarterly meeting in the 5th montli, she made par* 
tienlar inquiry respectingjFriends' views concerning 
the boarding school ; and on being informed that then' 
appeared to be general satisfaction, she said, "May" 
they in deep humilty and devotedness of heart, be 
given up to conduct this school; then I believe it will 
prosper, and he a great thing for this Yearly Meet- 
ing. May prayers be daily pat up for its prosperity." 

During the progress of the disease, she at ona 
time apprehending that suflbcation was about to take 
place, desired to be helped up to relieve the difficulty 
ofbreathing, and expressed nearly as follows: "We 
are all as clay formed by the hand of the great Pot- 
ter; some he forms more comely than others; but 
we shobld not think loo much of it, for what is it 
all; I have seen it as the clay in the valley." 

The .succeeding day she was more sensible erf 
weakness, thought she felt the approach of death, 
and said, "My friends do you not think these must 
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be the chills of Death? my sight fails, and I feel as 
if I had but a few hours to be with you." 

She continued to speak at intervals, and once said, 
**My friends I want you to pray for me, that my 
faith and patience may continue through all I have 
to suffer, to the endi I think this night must close 
the scene/' She again revived, and in the presence 
of her husband, and other friends, said, ^'If I am 
willing to go, I think my friends ought to give me 
«p. I feel neither fear nor dread. I should have 
liked to have seen my children, but in that I am re- 
signed. I-have prayed to be redeemed from earthly 
ties and connexions; for I have tried them all, and 
proved them to be perishable, and that true religion 
is the alone durable riches. I feel nothing but love 
knd good will for all who enter this room; not that 
love which knows a distinction, but that love which 
wishes the salvation of the immortal spirit, and its 
happiness, here and hereafter.'^ 

She was favoured to remain composed, and sensi- 
ble to the last, and departed in peace, the 19th of the 
5th month, 1820, aged nearly forty-eight years; — 
and was interred on the day following, in the grave 
yard at Sandy Spring meeting-house, attended by 
Oiany friends and neighbours, with a becoming so- 
lemnity. 

testimony of Friends of Sandy Spring, Mary- 
landy concerning Samuel Thomas, 

On the removal of our beloved friend, Samuel 
ThoiHas, (at a period when, from a view of his in- 
creasing usefulness^ we were led to conclude that 
it was but the meridian of his day in the work as- 
VoL. VI.— 12 
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•igded,) we are engaged to. iiode».8om6iif iJm Y«» 
tnarket^le changes through wMeb he pafml pverK 
oualy to the cloae of hii Taluable life. . r 

He was born a memher of the Societf of Friottd%- . ^ 
but his situation in life was such - as gave latiCisde-iM 
deceptive prospects of earthlj haf^f^nessy* anditi^lM | 
pursuit thereof he forfeited hirbifltfa4*igh^ Ida^ 
cumstancehehasbeen heard feelingly to'luneiitt eoilM^ ,: 
' paring himself toa Teasel Jaunehed upon the 'oeeadi^ 
driyipn farther and" farther from shore, until w W^ ^^ 
minent danger of being swallowed :ap by 'the '^^^^ 
pestnbus waves of instability. In tiiis awful 
the visitation of Divine love wks reoewediy .«i«^ 
tended to his* soul, and^ becoming obedient to 11^ 
^venly vision, he waa favoured with a g^ftin fliji^; 
ministry, and largely instructed in the «ihy8tetrSMi- j 
the kingdom : and in* the ekercise thereof hritm^'^ 
souiid in doctrine, weighty and impresaive-fatmik'.'] 
ter, to the edification of those among- Whom he 1 
dwelt We believe he was sincerely concerned to 
do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly before God. 
He often feelingly eitpressed, with acknowledge - 
menta to the power that had mercifully been with , 
him, a lively hope that, notwithstanding all . his - 
wanderings from the. pure principle of light and 
grace, he might so wind up his course as to be 
found in a state of acceptance in the Divine sight. « 
Having had deeply to lament his deviations from 
holy simplicity and circumspection, in life and 
conduct, very clear and comprehensive were his 
views, fervent and diligent were his efforts to over* 
come in himself, and persuade others to avoid the 
consequent dangers, so desolating in their effects in . 
religious society. ; 
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In the early part of his last illness he sent for se- 
veral of the family into his room. On their enter- 
ing it he was much affected, and after becoming 
composed, told them he wanted to say something to 
them, which he expressed nearly as follows : — " I 
have been considering the fallacy of human reason, 
how liable it is to be mistaken in its calculations: I 
have been thinking a great deal about my dear wife; 
and though some may be pleased to say, if she were 
fit to fill her station in this school, why was she re- 
moved but to make way for another more worthy ? 
Yet I have seen differently. I believe, when the 
day's work is done, that nothing can hold us — nei- 
ther husbands nor wives, parents nor children, 
houses nor lands, public institutions, nor any other 
thing ; and I believe her day's work was done.'' 

He then recurred to the days of Divine visita- 
tion, when his mind was solemnly engaged to enter 
into covenant with his Maker, and enlarged upon 
the extraordinary benefit which he believed he had 
derived, about that time, from reading Samuel Fo- 
thergill's sermons and death-bed expressions, re- 
peating the words he had used, as contained in that 
account, and concluded with saying he read them 
in faith, and had realized in his own experience 
that which triumphs over death, hell, and the grave, 
A few da)^8 after, when some of the family were 
about to take leave of him, he desired his love to 
a friend, repeating it : — ^* My dear love to him in 
the everlasting gospel of peace : they may talk of 
fine-spun works, and fine-spun doctrines, but this is 
the only thing to depend upon. This is a trying 
dispensatiofi, but if it be the means of landing me 
in heaven to-day or to-morrow, it will be a glo- 
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rious things.'' On another oceuion He nid:— -^Tliii j 
is a trying time^ but the language is, I win bcfrwUi ) 
thee and carry thee through:" And w a friendMi^> 
taarking) that he had been favoured wii^patiafkitif' [ 
signation under hia sufifering, he replied :— « It hii.] 
been so ; it is the Lord's work) his %ihork'Jf 
going on;'* 

To these testimonials of his comfontable staterV* 
may add that the general tenor of hirmind tlifM|^ 
out his illness, bespoke an abounding of«.love to tioto 
about him, and frequently, when no woirds w«n|#*'' 
tered, it was evident that he was feryenfly^ c>^S<<Pr 
in devotional exercise, and jras favoiired'to eifflf 
sweet communion of spirnrwith the F«th^^^^ 
spirits, ' ' ^ ' 

He departed this life on* the SOth day or 
mdnth, 1820, aged about fifty*five years, 
interred on the following day in FriendlB-grnOrJilil 
at Sandy Spring meeting-liouse, on whrch occaiM 
much solemnity prevailed over a large number of 
Friends, and others who attended. 
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JOHN LOCKE'S LETTER. 

The following letter was sent to Rebecca CollieTi 
after a meeting in London, with a paper of sweet 
meats, and another for her companion, Rachel BW' 
chon. The great John Locke was at meeting, aod 
took particular notice of them. 'Tis also said that '] 
King William the 3d was there, incognitq. 

Mr 3WEET FRIENDS, 

A paper of sweet meats by the bearer, tfi 
attend your journey, comes to testify the swe^tneH^ 
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I found in your society. I admire no converse like 
that of christian freedom, and fear no bondage like 
that of pride and prejudice. I now see that acquaint- 
ance by sight cannot reach that height of enjoyment, 
which acquaintance by knowledge arrives unto. — • 
Outward hearing may misguide us, but internal 
knowledge cannot err: we have something Acre, of 
what we shall have hereafter^ to know as we are 
known: And this we, with other Friends, were 
even at first view partakers of; and the more there 
is. of this in the life, the less we need inquire of 
what nation, country, party or persuasion our friends 
are; for our knowledge is more sure than another's 
is to us. Thus we know when we have believed. 
Now the God of all grace grant that you may hold 
fast that rare grace of love and charity, that unbi- 
assed and unbounded love, which, if it decays not, 
will spring up mightily as the waters of the sanctu-* 
ary, higher and higher, till you, with the universal 
church, swim together in the ocean of Divine love. 
Women, indeed, had the honour first to J9w5/«M the 
resurrection of the spirit of love, and let all the dis- 
ciples of Christ rejoice herein, as doth your partner, 

John Locke. 

Qira'^% Inut Nw, 21«/, 1696. 



Lttter from Samuel Fothergill to his Niece^ 

Mary Watson. 

Oft, Very often since we parted, hath my heart 
expanded in the tenderest affection towards thee, 
v^y Moved Mary, and all the affectionate feelings 
tf a mind solicitous for thy happiness, from the 

12* 
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united ties of nature and Divine love, have been 
strong within me. Thou hast been the daily com*- 
panion of my mind. Often have I wished to write 
thee, and as often hitherto been prevented by inter- 
vening avocations, and indeed an incapacity of ex- 
pressing what I feel, and what Iwant to say. My 
experience hath led me to believe, that the higher 
sensations of the mind flow from, the pen or tongue 
with ease : but there are known to delicate minds 
certain seasons, when all the powers of language are 
baffled, and the most copious expressions are veiy 
imperfect. For thee, my beloved relation, this is 
much the state of my mind. Fervent beyond tha 
force of mere nature, are my desires for thy happi- 
ness in the most extensive sense of the word, and a 
hope accompanies my wish that it may be granted 
thee. Let the language of thy, experieqced proge- 
nitor prevail ; let the language of Truth in thy own 
mind in the cool of the day confirm it — that reli- 
gion and happiness are synonymous terms. In the 
name of the God of heaven, set up thy banners on 
thy entrance into the public walks of life. Seek care^ 
fully after the durable riches of righteousness ; after 
the blessing of that hand which builds up families 
on the solid foundation of unshaken peace, and 
sanctifies every dispensation, whether joyous or 
painful. For great is the necessity of having our 
prosperity sanctified, lest we grow full and forget 
the giver, and prostitute his favours to purposes re- 
pugnant to his design, and our essential peace. 
Happy the cabin of penury and sorrow, in compari- 
son of the palace of unsanctified affluence. Thy 
mind happily established in the pursuit of the Di^ 
vine blessings, will not be unmindful of thy duty as 
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an individual, nor insensible of thy obligation to fill 
it up before God and the church. Oh ! that now in 
the bloom of youth, and having before thee the 
lengthening prospect of all the world calls good, 
thy mind might be turned steadily and fervently 
to him who hath called thee by an high and holy 
calling ; that by a religious dedication of all thy fa«- 
culties, thou mayest be rendered an instrument of 
good in these days wherein the gates of Zion do 
mourn. 

Thy beloved companion, in an especial manner, 
claims thy help, thy sympathy and assistance, in 
the most important concerns. Prudence, economy, 
and the domestic duties are to be filled up with pro- 
priety, that thou mayest sustain the valuable rela- 
tion, and be adorned with the qualities so beauti- 
fully described in Proverbs, 13th chap, 10th verse, 
and to the end ; and above all to promote his truest 
interest, for which I believe he is at times properly 
anxious ; to go hand in hand up to the house of thQ 
]Lord, to the mountain of the God of Jacob. 

Associate with those amongst you who may 
strengthen thee in the best things. Be diligent in 
the attendance of meetings for worship and disci" 
pline. Make a point of attending week-day meet-» 
ings. Evidence to others, my child, that the pre* 
cepts I have wished to instil into thy mind have not 
been disbelieved, nor my anxious solicitude for 
thee an unavailing care. Cherish the affection of thy 
dear companion with a delicate solicitude. Give 
him no pain in things seemingly trivial. Anticipate 
his desires with alacrity ; this will secure mutual 
l^eturns, and establish reciprocal happiness. 

£3teem is looked upon as a cold wordi ia compa<> 
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rison of many others, as relative to conjugal feli- 
city ; but if it seem not sufficiently' ardent, it is the 
permanent basis of union. When the srhort-lived 
fever of the passions hath subsided, and cool judg- 
ment opens its discerning eye, affection — deliberate 
steady affection, selects that which is estimable as its 
treasure, and lays a deep foundation to build upon, 
which stands the shock of future trials, supports 
through the various tribulations of life^ and blesses 
in every allotment. But where the exterior hath 
been the chief good, and this not supported with 
really excellent qualities, short-lived hath the com*' 
fort of such been ; for no mind can long love the 
object it cannot esteem. Imagine not, my desr 
Mary, that I write this from any jealousy of its be- 
ing necessary for thy guard. I revive sentiments 
thou often entertainest, and indulge myself with £h 
miliar concern, with one I love as a father his 
child. Give my dear love to thy husband and to 
dear M. My affection allows me not to be indiffer- 
ent to her welfare ; when I have opportunity I 
mean to tell her so. I was pleased with thine ojf 
the 1st instant, and should be pleased often to hear 
from thee. I am, my dear Mary, with the assur- 
ance of best affection, thy uncle, truly solicitous for 
thy welfare. Samuel FothergiU* 



Some account of Jacob Lundy, 

^'Come and see in what peace a Christian can 
die." By thus beholding the end of the righteous, 
we may be animated with endeavours to follow them, 
as they have followed Christ, in piety and virtue. 
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Having this for our motto, *'let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his," we 
may be crowned with hope, and confidence in the 
all-sufficiency of the heavenly Father's protecting 
care, of which, we have this promise, that in the 
fiery trial, he will be with us, and though we pass 
through the waters of affliction they shall not over- 
whelm us. 

Jacob Lundy was descended of sober, honest, and 
respectable parents, Jacob and Mary Lundy, of the 
Society of Friends, members of Ilardwick monthly 
meeting, New Jersey. He was a dutiful and affeC" 
tionate son, and lived with his parents in much har- 
mony, and in the decline of life, he was a comfort 
and staflf for them to lean upon. May others be en- 
gaged to go and do likewise, that they may reap the 
reward of an approving conscience, which appeared 
to be his happy experience. Being for some time 
in poor health, he told his physician to speak his 
mind plainly, for he did not fear. After he was 
confined to his room, he remarked to those present, 
that he did not expect to go out until he was carried 
out. About two weeks before his decease, he de- 
sired to have his children sent for, his step-daughter 
being one of them, to whom he had extended a pa- 
rental care, and to whom he expressed himself ten- 
derly, saying, **Dear child, I am very glad to see 
thee again;" and repeated it twice. He appeared to 
bear his bodily suffering, which was great, without 
a murmur, — was very patient and quiet, as though 
his day's work was done, except bearing the pain of 
the mortal body; yet sometimes, when in great dis- 
tress through oppression, he would say, "what can 
be done? I fear I am not patiept enough*^' 
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Ha watf*faVbared throu^iout with his ratloml 

Acuities without much change; and, near half aa 

^ hour b«fere he departeil, he fell into a quiet slee)), 

.' and drew hil breath shorter and shorter, until be 

eiiJI^Mnidiout a sigh or groan, or tlie least motioB, 

jaja^nJ^wMtt that death seemed disarmed of hii 

■taMMghy,mnr!S» testimony, "Why should we 

Viuh hiB stay, seeing liis way is made so easy." 

' >' .,/' He was an'teEample of piety and virtue; and, in 

■' ■* early life, was called upon to fill very important sta- 

,■; tioDS is ttUl'SociMy. He was for many years, clerk 

* of Uie moDthlynieeting. In 1773, he was chosenio 

, ,- the Bt^ion of an Elder; th« duties of which he WM 

f"' eirefuT to fulfil willi dignity and uprightness, to the 

eod df bis 4aya> In the year 1783, he was named 

,■ "biSarak, the widow of William Hampton, of Rah' 

..' ^Urayj she heing t minister to whom he was an help- 

tnate in her chriStiaQ exercises; and when she wu 

cooceraed to travel on Truth's account, he endei'j 

yoared to open the way for her to fulfil the m 

she beliered herself called unto, by assisting ) 

freely. 

Jacob Lundy also travelled in the service of Trulli 
on his own concern, to visit Friends in their meat' 
Ings for discipline. In the second month of tlw| 
year 1801, he was furnished with a minute of tbi 
unity of his friends, to attend a few meetings ft 
discipline, in the remote parts of Pennsylvanit- 
Again, in 1803, the monthly meeting set him I 
liberty to attend Redstone Quarter, and the monti 
ly meetings composing it, stating in his certilicrt* 
thai he was "an elder in good esteem." 

He was very diligent in the attendance of nil gt 
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l*eligious meetings, those near home, as well as 
monthly, Quarterly, and Yearly Meetings; encoura- 
ging his family also, in this important duty. He 
was a kind neighbour, and careful over his own 
house to make them comfortable. He was of a ten- 
der spirit, so that, at times, when reading, or hear* 
ing others read the Bible, he has appeared to be af- 
fected, even to tears. He was ever ready to enter- 
tain strangers, particularly those who were travel- 
ling on Truth's account, who found him kind and 
hospitable, to the comforting, as well as refreshing 
of the weary, so that oft times, the visitors and the 
visited have had to rejoice together, feeding, as it 
Were, at the banqueting table of heavenly love. 

He was born the 30th day of the 7th mo. 1751, 
and departed this life the 22d of the 3d mo. ISOG. 



Rejlcclions, 
**I charge you, oh ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
that ye stir not up nor awake the Beloved, till he 
please." To the newly awakened mind, this caution 
seems peculiarly applicable, for how often is there 
tnanifested a want o{ entire cessation from that crea- 
turely activity, that self-love, which would seek to 
itir up, or call into action, in its own will and 
timey those pleasurable sensations, which result from 
the sensible presence of the Beloved. Did not the 
blessed Jesus bear this testimony to his disciples, 
! to those who would have a more public manifesta- 
tion of the works which were wrought through himj 
"My time is not yet come, your time is always 
ready." And when he had thus said, we find he 
abode still in Galilee^ a state of littleness, of depen- 



144 ftsi^LECTioMS. 

dance. If then, our blessed pattern, He ia whonl 
dwelt the fulness of power, felt and hore testimony 
that of himself he could do nothing, should not all 
those, who would be his followers, seek to do like- 
wise, and in all seasons of strippedness, in all seasons 
of the far withdrawing of the blessed presence, en- 
deavour after that state, wherein there is no xohh to 
stir up or awake the Beloved //// He please* 

1 

^^ Study to he quiet ^ and turn thy mind inward.^^ 
It is in this state alone, that we experience a renoira- ' 
tion of strength. It is as we are engaged to seek unto 
a God 7ugh at hand^ that we are permitted to find , 
him, to be refreshed with his presence, and to knovr 
of a truth, **Give what he will, without him, tve 
arc poor, and with him rich, take what he will i 
away*'* **Seek after a present God, a God nigh at j 
hand." May all the energies of the mind be direct- \ 
ed here— may this be the jirinuiry object of pursuit, i 
^'Scck and yc shall find." This word of promise, 
every seeking mind shall know fulfilled in its own j 
experience, to its unspeakable comfort. How many 
are the blessed promises. How many the gracious 
invitations, extended to the children of men. ''Turn 
yc, turn yc, from your evil ways, for why will y^ die, 
oh! house of Israel." An invitation, plainly shew- 
ing us our free agency — turn ye, for xohy will yt 
die; we arc called to work out our own salvation, and 
power is given us therefor. Of ourselves^ truly we 
can do nothing, but as there is a willingness to act 
in the might afforded, we shall of a truth find 
strength sufficient for the fulfilment of the day's 
work, even to answering the end of our creation, by 1 
glorifying God and enjoying him forever. J. 
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BRIEF ACCOUNT 
Of the Life and Writings of James Moore^ of 
Sadsburyy Chester County, Pennsylvania, 
James Moore was a son of Andrew Moore, con- 
cerning whom a short memorial was published in 
vol. 4th, p. 26, of this work. He was born in or 
about the year 1716, and came from Ireland with 
his parents in 1723. They settled at Sadsbury, 
where James resided during the remainder of his 
days. He appears to have been concerned for the 
promotion of righteousness and truth in the earth, 
as well by the use of his pen, as by his more public 
labours in society. From the essays and memoran- 
dums left by him, the following memoirs and views 
ire selected. 



In the winter season of 1756, he says, his mind 
t^as often brought under deep concern and thought- 
(alness, on account of the distresses that seemed to 
hang over the land. By the encroachments of the 
inhabitants upon the lands of the natives, with 
Other causes, a bloody war ensued, and many of the 
inhabitants were slain or murdered in their houses, 
ind others taken captives. The thoughts of these 
things, and hearing, at times, of so much human 
blood being spilled in this once peaceful land, deeply 
rffected him. He believed these calamities were 
Vol. VI.— 13 
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siffBrM to occur on accoupt of the sini of the ped»; 
pie. Under this close exercise, he was engaged in' 
selecting some paragraphs out of the Scrip ta reasby "^ 
'way of dialogue, setting forth the unUwfulM8Sj|i|l 
inconsistency of outward war, and d^stro; 
another, as being repugnant to the law of C 

This essay might iMye heen uaeful at 
, though chiefly comp^^s^ of Scripture quotatiaqfc 
The occasion of the Ini^ian war haying passed away;^, 
and many other valaable treatises on the suhje^.tf 
war haying been written sind published of latttf; 
years, render it unnecessary to bring this into piih-^^ 
lic.yiew, ^ ^ * i . 

/ James Moofre was at this time in the station ipf 
an elder, but, in the epring following, being 
gaged on a commktee with other Friends in 
ing fattiilies, his ^mdtith was first opened in 
4br the cauui^and honour of God and his Tru 

^ While engaged iit writing on the subject of war, 
he says, there was a proclamation issued by the go- 
yernor of Pennsylvania, for a general fast to be ob- 
served by all societies, which deeply afiected his 
mind; and, letting drop th)s concern he was engaged 
in, he collected a large number of paragraphs out of 
the writings of the prophets and other parts of tha 
Scriptures concerning fasts, circumcision, ofierings, 
and set days — ^to which he briefly added some of his 
own sentiments on those subjects. 

The closing paragraph of this essay may be con- 
sidered an epitome or summary of the whole, being 
as follows : — 

'< This is our faith, that the outward qnlinances 
and ceremonial performances of the law, are. ceased, 
and that the spiritual performance of them ought to 
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be observed in each of our hearts and souls, now in 
this gospel day." 

** Therefore, let all professing Christianity be 
awakened, and consider whether their faith be in 
Christ, yea or nay ; and whether they prefer the 
new Jerusalem above their chiefest joy, and Sion's 
prosperity before any worldly delight. As we thus 
come individually to have our sincere desires and 
breathings to God, for the promotion of his glory, 
we shall be as bright lights in the world, and as a 
lamp that burneth which cannot be extinguished. 
That the brightness and glory of this most excel- 
lent gospel day may, more and more, break forth, 
and the comeliness and beauty thereof appear, and 
shine forth among the children of men universally, 
18 the sincere desire and breathings of one who 
wiaheth the salvation of every soul. 

James Moobe.'' 

It appears that he travelled in the service of 
Truth, as a minister, but how extensively we are 
not informed, as we have seen or heard of no Jour- 
nal of his life and travels, nor any memorial or tes- 
timony c(yieerning him ; but the following memo- 
randum shows the continued concern of his mind to 
be luefully employed in doing good. 

'* In the winter season of the year 1780, I being 
weakly in body, and not of ability for exercise as 
formerly ; also, being mostly confined in my cham- 
ber, and the time seeming tedious, I betook myself 
to reading, and carefully read over the Old and 
New Testaments. Having my pen in a ti-embling 
hand, I took out some particular passages through 
the whole for my own comfort and satisfaction, and 
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to have both mind and body employed in some 
agreeable exercise. At times, I made some small 
additions and remarks, especially on the prophecies 
of Ezekiel and Joel, which I thought seemed to 
point out, in some degree, the sorrowful distressed 
state of North America, with a lamentation for 
Pennsylvania in particular, and likewise some ad- 
vice to my beloved children." 

The Scripture quotations, or selections, occupy 
more than five sheets of paper, closely written. 
His remarks on the prophecies of Ezekiel and Jod, 
in reference to the state of North America at that 
time, being short, are as follows : — 

'^ Upon taking a view of the present distressed 
state of America, the Lord's faithful children can 
do no less than acknowledge the justice of God, in 
pouring forth of his righteous judgments upon the 
inhabitants of this land, for the wicked abomina- 
tions committed by the people in many and vari- 
ous respects. 

Notwithstanding we have, many of us, been 
faithfully warned one year and time after another, 
for many years past, by the faithful servants of the 
Lord, proclaiming in our ears the dreadful day that 
was approaching, if we did not amend our ways, 
and forsake the evil of our doings ; and that we 
were in danger of the judgments of heaven being 
poured forth upon our once peaceful and highly fa- 
voured land. 

And likewise threatenings, time after time, and 
one season after another, in divers and various re- 
spects. In particular, there have many instances 
appeared, pointing to a famine in our land, some- 
times by lice, soon after the grain is up; sometimes 
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by innumerable multitudes of worms, as if they 
would destroy the grain when in the blade; and 
sometimes by hail, frost, blast, and mildew, even 
when it has come to greater perfection. And after 
we have gathered it into our stack-yards and barns, 
how is it permitted to be destroyed by mighty 
swarms of flies, which sometimes rise off the grain 
with such a cloud as it is awful to behold. 

All which clearly points out to me that heaven is 
displeased with the inhabitants of this land for their 
ungodly deeds, and for disobeying the known prin- 
ci{de of Truth in their own hearts. 

Even the bread for upholding of our mortal taber- 
nacles is often threatened to be taken from our 
mouths 5 and now, at this very time, the sword is 
permitted to be unsheathed, to the destruction of 
thousands. 

Are not these things, and many more, of suffi- 
cient weight to bow the proud spirit of man to the 
dust? And, instead of letting the mind be carried 
: away through the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
Z eye and the pride of life, and walking in the evil 
imagination of their own hearts, that they might be 
eo¥ered with shame, and lay their mouths as in the 
dust before the Most High. 

By thus coming to a sincere acknowledgment 
and forsaking of our sins, we might have a well- 
groonded hope that the Lord, in his own time, 
would withdraw his judgments, — send his mighty 
annies of insects from amongst us, — sheath the 
sword that has been dyed with blood, and spare his 
land, and pity his people. 

If this should be our happy lot, a remnant of the 
Lord's truly begotten children might have cause to 
13* 
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^ji ^Feur not, O land; be |^ ningloini^'iMr 
Lnrdwilldo great thing!." Begladtlm%jei 
«f Ziouy and rejoice all jre that bgnt timXiavir 
will do great thiogi ; for great ia the otanut 
our Ood| and -we will truft in hia ni^iljr. 



Ji lAimeni(Uion/or PehnMjfh^^ , 



W 
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Peonqrlyania ! how art thou lo k^ 
how haat Uioa broken thy coyeoanl, fA4 
horn thy firtt loFe ! .When thou waat^joiMBif; 
little in thine own eyei, and wilUiq; to 
Lord, thou waat greatly belo?<ed, of Vmf 
j^lanled thee m hia pleasant plant anu^ag the 
atHMuna, and by the watc^r brook& 

▲nd th6n waatJia the garden of Anteryub 
Bden, the garden of the Lord; and his aflTali9|i' 
aa walla and bulwarks round about^thee. ^ . ^F^f. 
and thy fruit-trees produced their, in 
thou was beloved among the nations* How; 
thousands and tens of thousands of their inbabittntf 
leave fathers and mothers, and the land of their oar 
tivity, and floek unto thee as the doves to the wiiir 
dows! So glorious was thy name in foreign coua- 
trieSf and thy fame spread from sea to sea. . ^ 

Thou wast blest as with the dew of heaven, an4 ' 
jBilled with the fatness of the earth, and the Lord 
thy God whom thou served, took delight to dwiell: 
in thee. Yea, thou didst sit under thine own via% 
and under the shadow of thy own fig-tree,, and , 
there was none to make thee afraid ; but even t|M^ 
heathen did administer unto thee. 

There was no nation, country, or kingdom, to ^ 
compared to thee for the excellency of thy privi-^jJ 
leges ;— justice and equity being the frame of ti^fsi 
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goyernmenty by which it was first established and 
flet up. 

This was thy situation in the days of thy youth; 
when thou sucked sweetly at the breasts of conso- 
lation, and partook of the living streams of life that 
flowed from the city of thy God, thou wast dandled 
upon the knee, and brought up as a tender child. 

Yet| notwithstanding than wast sown with good 
Jteedy while men slept, or in a season of un watch- 
fulness and darkness, the enemy that envied the 
prosperity of Truth, and the peaceable habitation of 
Qod^B people, sowed tares also among the wheat 
As thou grew in years, and became advanced with 
the blessings of heaven, then began the tares to 
appear among the wheat; then began pride to sprout 
in thee, and covetousness and haughtiness took deep 
root ; then began the spirit of worldly grandeur to 
eovet heavenly places,— even God's habitation; 
then didst thou forget the Lord, that had done so 
; mueh for thee, and praised the gift more than the 
giver, and worshipped the gods of gold and silver, 
the work of man's hands, as did Israel of old. 

Oh! Pennsylvania ! thou degenerate plant — take 
flieca view of thy lameiUable condition ; turn over 
die leaves of thy life, ana see how thou art degene- 
nted ; how thou art separated from thy first love, 
and from that almighty arm of power, that first set- 
tled thee, and planted thee in this wilderness land ! 
Bead over the lines of thy beginning, and take a 
• view how thou flourished in the days of thy youth, 
and in the spring of thy year! How green and beau- 
lifid was thy appearance in the eyes of other nations, 
Lvheo thy delight was in the law of thy God, and 
PjUf delight was in thee! 
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• Bat now, ii there not a hmenteUe dM&ft^ 
thee ? Is not thy lovely spriifg eettou tamed i 
dismal winter etoror? Is n«»t thy beautifiil 
iiess withered away, and thy Tejoiciofptanied 
mourning ? ' 

Oh! thou province of PennsyWania ! that 
much exalted, how art. thou falleta I how ait 
be lamented! how is thy pure |;oId beeeWi. 
ruptedy and thy choice silver become draii I la 
thy beauty withered away, and thy glory 
as a fadin|$ flowed ? Is not the roaring .of 
and the rattling of the drum often heard intfaf 
ders? Yesy^ndathat Would^have heeii 
in thy once ^peaceful land. 

Oirl 9»nnsylvania! and thou d^ otPhil 
thy metropolis! how beautiful didst tboa a 
days past! ^ how didst thou flouriah, ibr a few 
like a willow by the water brook ; a 
delightful situation ; thy buildings high, vA- 
streets broad.* But now, take a yie>y of thy Jl 
bitants, and many of those that dwell within tiifi 
walls, and behold their common conversation aai 
conduct among one another, how they are ioiit^j 
ing other nations in gran|^ur and superfluity, maaf 
running into extravagancy beyond their ability, ti 
appear great in the world, and making others sofir J 
on their account 

Are not the female sex, who ought to be adoroei ' 
with modesty, and clothed with a meek and qtfist. 
spirit, continually looking after and bowing to soni^ 
new fashion or other ; spending their precious tifliir 
in fitting and dressing off the poor body, in oiita» 
as they may think, to look amiable in the eyes 
others ? Are they not going from house to h< 
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and iFom one sumptuous table to another, eating 
aod drinking, and too much spending their precious 
time, in fulfilling the lustful desires of the flesh ? 
And when they walk out into the streets, their dress 
mnd address is such as would astonish a humble 
mind to behold ; for they appear to aim at such 
ipvndeur as if the earth, the Lord's footstool, was 
icarcely fit for them to tread upon. 
' And is it not too customary for thy men to drink 
■rine and other mixed liquors in bowls, even to ex- 
aeas ? which is an inroad to all gross wickedness. 
Th^B are they caught in the devil's net, and give up 
to-perfonn his service, in cursing, swearing, lying, 
defrauding, speaking evil one of anothery horse- 
nacing and gaming of many kinds. 
-Oh! Philadelphia, and thou province of Pennsyl- 
Mma! hast thou not been guilty of all these, and 
iaany more grievous and abominable sins? so that 
blackness thereof has reached, as it were, to 
ren, and thy iniquities have been brought into 
tembrance before the Most High? 
Look now, in the day of thy distress, and consi- 
how thou art spending thy days, and whether 
art serving God, or serving the prince of the 
of the air, that works in the hearts of the 
lildren of disobedience — for his servant thou art, 
whom thou yields thy members servants to obey. 
Hast thou not seen m^ny of thy rich and spacious 
lings become desolate, and the people like a 
? Doth not thy land mourn to see so many of 
young men slain by the sword, thy fine build* 
^plundered, and many burned with fire, and thy 
\ws and fatherless children mourning ? Are not 
horses forcibly taken from the stalls, and thjr 




•IM .Aooouprinr 

. otttle and the^ from the fidds, -ihj bcrnri)i 
deredy and the produce of- thy lands imkenttj 
port the anti-ehrittian practice of: war^'Tuid 
itnictioQ of men's lives ? 

Yet a remnant of thy peaceable inhabitanlv, 
groan under oppression, are traTailihg in s 
clothed with- moorning, being deeply ootteeMW 
heart for thy er^riasting welftre^nd pevbe. > ;^ 

Awake, therefcm, : ont^ thy sleep $ east 
works of durkness and put on the ajf mour tt 
Then shdt thou know, as it were^ a Hew 
a new^, earth, wherein dwelled -rtghte^ani< 
'ynll thy aiperfluities be removed, which 
creej^il^ in fromthy youth ; then will 
^;. ousnoby and haun^tiness, ^whicK iiave 

downfall, be trodden down id Ihy streets, iad 
room thereof thou wilt know ustate t>f l|i|tfnlR)i| 
the love of Truth. ~ By these^ tfaeomanioiitsill 
pride will be brought down ; thy ^e sllkii 
costly clothes will be little thought of; thy sam| 
oQs tables and grand attendance will be more n&Q 
rate, and thy spacious houses and rich furniture i 
afford thee little pleasure, because thy greatest^ 
light-will be in the law of thy God. 

Therefore, Pennsylvania ! let an awaken 
call be once more sounded- in thy ear. Returfl 
thy first love ; look unto the rock whence A 
wast hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence t 
wast digged, lest the visitation of the Almightj 
withdrawn, the harvest pass over, and thou be 
gathered. Wherefore, now, break oflf thy aim 
righteousness, and thy transgressions, by sho« 
mercy to the poor. If so be, the Lord, in me 
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bsy^be pleased to restore to thee again the days of 
Innquillity and peace as in the beginning. 

James Moore. 
I/A cfihe 3d mo. 1780. 

^gnctddvice to my dear and affectionate Children. 

^i I feel a concern to rest upon my mind for you, 
ny dearly beloved children, to put you in remem- 
Hfance, and encourage you in your spiritual travel 
lion- ward. 

>.ir9U know it hath been my lot, for some years 
to tread in the path of affliction and bodily 
-fcness, yet I have this testimony to bear for the 
Miiour of Israel's King; — that in all the several 
Itages and dispensations of my life, I never had 
ilieh clear ideas and bright discoveries of the joys of 
pHiven, and of that never-fading crown of glory 
ich is laid up for the righteous, as at such times, 
n under affliction and bodily weakness ; so that 
have remembered the saying of the psalmist, ''Be-* 
I was afflicted I went astray ;" and also of the 
ired apostle, that, '^ all things work together for 
to them that love God.'' And I do believe it 
bten through mercy that I have been visited 
affliction, in order to draw my mind from the 
anxious pursuit of the perishing things of this 
Id. 
And now, my dear children, according to the 
of nature, in all probability I must leave you 
y; therefore, my. earnest desire and prayer to 
ighty God is for you, and in tender love I warn, 
and caution you, to keep your eye single to 
Lord ; and, above all things, endeavour to pro- 
the exaltation of his ever-blessed Truth upon 






dM wrth^in fmii^fy ags* 4*1* geMiratio*. 'Ji|| 
Tftliant soldimi fmr^bi• grnt ^RmjS'Ciid t«m^ 
yofir bftckf in tiihiM of tml, ,for' the Lord 
your letder, " ■ -^ ', 

I have often thought it isthrod^ the 
heaveii'diat tbeie mttwtfd tetn^onl - Idaffir^ 
crones do *£oite. ofMin ds/ itt*diABr to- 
minds and-afieetions frifm- th<) ie'4oiter ekjej 
and- place them opon thiiaj|i-dtvine| anil ef m 
sublime nature* *^ '••■J^! 

in boiwelsof loTe^ as a tisnder perent^'tny mU 
concerned for you^ earnestly desiring^thst ^oM|| 
give up yofpr itane!S,'tnd have them ireiteevdadtfi 
book of life. ' Be wilKng to beseafehed totbo^Vfj 
bottom of the wdtinf) by lhe>wo«d of CU^d^ ela^ 
fire, for it will destroy nothing but whl^ is'esm 
and^f S poiaonous nature to* lh6 spintiid jifft:''^ 
wilt onl]^ destrby the' dross iind the- siiflerflhlfl 
part ; therefoi*e give up all as a free Will oflsr&l 
that is contrary to' bis holy will; -that that isfbrti 
fire^ let it be consumed by the fire; and that that 
for the sword, let it be slain by the sword of h 
mouth ; and that that is for (he famine, let it be I 
mished, that God over all may be glorified ilf^ati 
by you. Thus, nothing will remain but that wbic 
is pure and without mixture, ancj which w^ill st&fl 
you in stead at that awful moment, when all the SI 
joyments of this perishing world will be but asdhM 
and as dung^ 

As you come to enjoy this quiet habitation in fl 
Truth, Oh! how will you shine in this dark an 
gloomy age, like stars in the firmament of Ood* 
power ! My heart rejoices to think there is a ren 
nant that are bowed in their spirits, willing to pi 
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their shoulders to the work, and to stand as pillars 
in our Sion ; and that you may be of that number 
10 what I greatly desire. 

I seem like a vessel wanting vent, while I unbo- 
som myself to you, in giving you a hint of what 
j presseth upon my spirit ; my eyes are ready to run 
down with water, and my poor trembling hand can 
icarcely write what comes in my heart, in order to 
4 set forth the tender love and regard that I feel to- 
wards you in relation to your everlasting welfare, 
^ with desires, that when our concluding moments 
. ^hall come, and we must bid adieu to all things here 
^ below, we may meet again in that glorious habita- 
tion, where he that cannot lie hath promised, by the 
jiiouth of his prophet, to give ^^ beauty for ashes, the 
^ oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise 
' forthespirit of heaviness;" — where the wicked will 
Ttdase from troubling and the weary will be at rest; 
!: all tears of sorrow will be wiped from our eyes, and 
^* toothing will remain but joy and gladness, and that 
^^. forevermore. — This is the lot of the righteous 
j^r through all ages and generations of the world. 
Amen. 

Therefore, my dearly beloved children, whatever 

you do, whether you eat or drink, marry, or are 

giTen in marriage; whether you may be about your 

kwful callings, and in an especial manner, when 

yoH are gathered in your religious assemblies to 

perform divine worship — let all be done in the fear 

^clf God, and to the honour of his glorious name. 

^Then will your words be few and savoury, accompa- 

with a steady decorum in your families; your 

tions and deportment being as way-marks to your 

Vol. VI.— 14 
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offapring through your pilgrimag< 

■omc world. 

This will be the way to surmount the presenti 
flictions and trials which may be permitted to 
apon you, whether inwardly or outwardly, for 
trial of your faith; — ever looking, as through a pi 
pcctlve glass, to that joy unspeakable and oereff 
fading crown of glory in the end and conclusion oi 
your days. That this may be your happy lolj »ri 
that your last days may be your best days, is tnj 
«arnest desire and prayer for yuu. James Modu 



James Moore's Testimonies concerning his /Bf" 
deceased Wives: beginning with a short .Account 
of his first Wife, Ann Moore; the manrurnf 
their coming together; her Irist sickness and 
death ; with a word of Advice on the sulgecl y 
Marriage. 

When I was in tlie twenty-foiirth year of my agsi 
I had some thoughts (if it was the Lord's will) to 
alter my condition into a married state; and having 
heard of Ann Starr, daughter of Jeremiah and Re' 
bekah Slarr, being a sober, religious young woman^ 
I went to see her. i stayed but a short time, yet, ob- 
serving her modest, innocent deportment, my affec- 
tions seemed, in some degree, drawn towards her. 

After my return home, the thoughts of enterini 
into a married state were brought deeply under mj 
consideration; having seen and heard of so minj 
miscarriages by people being rashly and inconsider- 
«tcly joined together. The thoughts of their unbi- 
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coming manner of living bowed my mind with aw- 
ful desires to the. Lord^ that if it was consistent with 
his will that I should alter my condition^ he might 
be pleased to provide me a suitable companion. As 
I spread my cause before him under a deep exer- 
cise, so I was willing to wait his time. The consi- 
deration of such a weighty undertaking, which I ap- 
prehended was one of the greatest in this life, often 
engaged my desires to know the Divine will, whe- 
ther to proceed any further on that account or not 
So after about three months remaining at home, he 
was pleased to open my way, and I found a freedom 
to acquaint her with my proposals. And from that 
time forth we proceeded in an orderly manner, until 
we were joined together in marriage. 

Ever blessed be the name of the Most High, who 
was pleased to hear my petitions, and to answer my 
lequest in this matter, far beyond my expectation, 
or what I could ask for. She has since told me, 
that it was much after the same manner with her, 
ftat she had desired she might never alter her con- 
dition, unless it was the Lord's will to provide her 
i suitable help meet. And I have a full assurance 
that the Lord will hear the petitions of those that 
truly look unto him for counsel ; and whether they 
be joined in that weighty affair of marrij^ge or not, 
be will be their director. 

As my dear wife and I came together in love, so 
we remained and lived in love until the day of her 
' death, which was upwards of twenty years, and the 
Almighty blessed our endeavours both spiritually 
•nd temporally. She was a dutiful and loving wife, 
tenderly sympathizing with me in times of proba* 
liooi affliction or distress, either inwardly or out* 
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wsrdiy, oflen giving me a word of comfort in A« 
needful time. To her offspring she was a tender 
hearted mother, and their eternal happiness wai 
oflen her requesL She loved all, would do good lo 
all, and her charity abounded to all, but in a parti- 
cular manner to the household of faith. Her affefr 
tions seemed to be bound in love, and nearly united 
to her friends. She was very serviceable 
neighbourhood, not thinking hard at any time, if 
health permitted, to go to any who were in distress, 
if she could be of any service; and her endeavour^ 
under Providence, often proved successful, for she 
often made use of many things which were helpful 
to the relief of her fellow-creatures. When at home, 
she was very industrious and careful about her law- 
ful business, both of her own aud of my concerns, 
that nothing might go to loss. 
' She was a diligent attender of meetings, both OH' 
first and other days of the week, as also monthly, 
■ Quarterly and Yearly Meetings, when she was of 
ability ; being of a deep, weighty and grave deport- 
ment when there, and often, in reverent fear, con- 
cerned in public for the welfare and prosperity of 
the church and people of God, She was also active 
in the discipline, having a godly care that nothing 
might be wanting, through her neglect, in order for 
the cleansing of the church, and promoting the glory 
of God. She was likewise a lover of the unity of 
the brethren in the bond of peace. 

Towards her latter end she would often give mo 
hinta, thai she thought her time here would not be 
long; but as she saw it so nearly affected me, she sel- 
dom said much; yet it was, in some measure, a wean- 
ing time to me. For some months, she appeared to 
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have had a clear sight of her dissolution being at 
hand, by her making all necessary provisions, and 
giving directions to her sister what should be done ; 
as likewise by a writing under her awn hand, by 
way of a will, of which she informed me, about two 
or three days before her last illness, and that she 
thought she should not get over it, but said she was 
resigned to the will of God, whether life or death. 
She continued satisfied and cheerful until she was 
taken ill on fifth day afternoon, the 6th of the 8th 
month, 1761. She remained in. a weak, low con- 
dition, until third day evening following, when the 
fever seemed to affect her head, so that she became 
somewhat delirious ; yet, through the mercy of 
God, I do not remember that any unbecoming ex- 
pressions dropped from her lips ; but the tenor of 
her discourse, even when her natural understanding 
was thus somewhat impaired, was in a great degree 
tending towards her future happiness, and the salva- 
tion of mankind generally. A short time after, she 
seemed to get some ease, and fell into a sleep till 
near three o'clock, when she quietly departed with- 
out sigh or groan ; and I have no doubt she has en- 
tered into endless joy and peace with God, "where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary be 
atrest'^ "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, 
from henceforth ; yea, saith the spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours, and their works do fol- 
low them.'* 

She departed this life the 19th of the 8th month, 
1761, and was buried on the evening of the day- fol- 
lowing, in Friends' burying ground at Sadsbury, 
aged forty-three years and a half. 
14* 
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I bivt particoUrij mentioned the manoer of our 
fiOtaing together, principally, that if this account 
■hould fall into the hands of any that are, or may be 
tbout to enga^ in (hat weighty affair of marriage) 
they may not rashly, or inconsiderately join toge^ 
tber: but when any thing of that nature is in view, 
that they may maturely and weightily consider it, 
and lay it before the Almighty, while it is yet in 
the bud. And to such, whether male or female, I 
may say, let not thy affections be drawn away, until 
thou hast the mind of Truth uniting with thee in thy 
proceedings. As ti)ou art careful thus to put thy 
confidence and trust in God, I am persuaded he will 
open thy way, and enlighten Uiy understanding, to 
■ee whether thy undertaking is agreeable to his will 
or not; and if not, then it will be more easy to nip \ 
the bud, than to break off a strong branch. 

But if the Almighty approves of thy undertakiDg,.^ 
S and thou art sensible in thy mind, that it ia consist- 
■ ent with his wilt for thee to proceed, then, iti the 
I next place, see that thou hast consent of parents or 
I guardians ; and if it is the Lord's will to Join you 
[ together, the consent of godly parents or guardians 
■_ will be readily granted, which may be to you i 
/%' ^reat comfort in times of exercises or trials that may 
I afterwards attend you. 

P In the next place, take care that thou proceeds 

► orderly in the fear and counsel of God, in the ac- 
k compliahment of thy undertaking, agreeable to the 
L good rules and order of the church; that so thy mar- 
I riage may not be in or by the will of man only, but 
i of the Lord that hath joined you together. So may 
I your last days be your most comfortable and best 
. days; that, when you are summoned home, being 
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clothed with the robes of righteousness, your souls 
may ever live to praise the Lord God and the 
Lamb, over all blessed for ever and ever more. So 
be it saith the soul of one who wisheth for the salva- 
tion of mankind universally. James Moore. 
8M mo. 24thy 1761. 

The following letter was sent me by my loving 
wife, when I was on a religious visit to Friends in 
Virginia and Maryland, to wit : — 

My dear heart , — In the bowels of unfeigned 
love and tender affection, I at this time salute thee, 
and hereby give thee to understand that, through 
Divine Providence, I have hitherto been preserved 
in health beyond expectation, and likewise our chil- 
dren have had their health; for which I have reason 
to be humbly thankful to Almighty God. There- 
fore, my dear husband, I hope these may find thee 
in the same condition ; but, my dear, through Di- 
vine assistance, I have resigned thee up as much 
as possible ; so I hope the Lord, who is ever merci- 
fol to his obedient children, will keep thee near to 
himself, and preserve thee in every needful time; 
fcr we have an unwearied adversary to war with. 
Hoping this may be satisfactory to thee to hear of 
my welfare, I conclude, and remain as I have reason 
to be, thy affectionate wife, Ann Moore. 

Sadsburj/y 2d o/ 5th mo. 1758. 

Another letter, written when on her last visit to 
Friends in Lancaster, as follows : — 

Dear hearty — In love I salute thee, and hereby 
pve thee to understand, that I got to Peter Wor- 
nm^M the night after I left theo; and am in health 
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as usual, for which I have reason to be thankfut' 
So, hoping these few lines may find thee in thi 
Bamc slate of health, and our children also, I crafll 
the assistance of thy spirit, that we may labour 
gelher in the unity of the one spirit, which is tH 
bond of peace, though absent in body. I conclud* 
with love unfeigned to tliee and our children, \hj 
afTectionate wife, Ann Mooer 

ido/4t/i mo. 1761 

The foilowingexhortation to her children isliieii 
from the latter part of her last will 

'* My dear children, fear the Lord, and love your 
tender father ; be willing always to take his eoun- 
Bel, and to honour him in his old age, that the ble* 
Ing of honouring a father and a mother may beyoui 
portion, and that you may live long in the land." 

After living a single solitary life for upwards of 
three years, I was again favoured with a near aid 
dear companion, namely, Mary, the widow of Tho- 
mas Atkinson, of Bucks county — for whose me- | 
mory I hnve the following testimony : — 

As it pleased the Lord in his infinite goodnesSj 
once moie to favour me with a companion, so I 
have to believe she was of his own pointing out— 
And now in his wisdom he has seen meet to sep*- 
rate us again ; for the Lord givcth, and the Lord 
taketh away — and blessed be his name. 

This I may say, that the way of our first acquaint- 
ance, and coming together, was to me, remarkable; 
and I verily believe, as I have often thought, that it 
was the Lord's doings, and marvellous in my eyefc 
And since kind Providence hath been pleased to ft 
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ur me with such an help-meet, in gratitude for the 
rour, and for the tender affection she manifested 

me and mine, I can do no less than leave a brief 
ttount of her virtuous qualifications, with which the 
iord in mercy was pleased to adorn her. 

It is said, ^'the righteous are taken away, and no 
dan layeth it to heart,'' yet they '^ shall be had in 
rrerlasting remembrance" with him, before whom 
n must all appear. Of my dear wife I may truly 
lay, her tender care over me and mine hath been 
peat Her solid deportment and exemplary con- 
duct, both at home and abroad, were edifying ; her 
vvords being few and savoury, seasoned with the salt 
of the kingdom. She was of a cheerful, sweet dis- 
podtion, although her countenance was grave and 
iolid. 

Hsr moderation appeared in all things, both in re- 
ipect to eating, drinking, apparel, and whatsoever 
die she was concerned in. Being largely favoured 
with the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, she 
ins well esteemed by most, if not all, who were ac- 
^inted with her. Her mind was not easily moved 
tither with prosperity or adversity. In regard to a 
Kvdihood here, she was industrious, when of abi- 
lity, not spending her time in idleness; but more 
ttpecially she was diligent to gain an inheritance 
kreafter. And the Lord, in his infinite mercy, 
ms pleased to commit to her charge a gift in the 
aiaistry, which, I often thought, she kept too much 
fiom shining, so as to give light to the whole house 
and family of God's church and people. But she 
was deeply concerned, and dwelt under a reverent 
Bmu* (as she often told me) lest she should be too 
brward. But when she gave up to the requiring! 
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of the holy witness of Truth, she generally spoke 
u one having authority, and tike the good hotisfr- 
holder, brought forth out of the treasury thinp 
new and old. I verily believe, her secret traviil 
and labours of love, both at home and abroad, will 
be (o some like bread cast upon the waters, thit 
will return again after many days. 

I msy safely say, she had the true marks u4 
qualifications of a minister, for she was, in a gteit 
degree, blameless, sober, and of good behaviour; 
no striker for the greatest fault, but generally bore 
it with patience and meekness. She was not greedy 
of filthy lucre (as she termed it) in comparison of 
that eternal weight of glory, or heavenly treasure. 
She was no brawler, nor lifted up with pride, but 
one that ruled well her own house, having her chit> 
dren and household in subjection with gravity. Her 
prudent conduct and wholesome advice, seasonabl]^. 
given, often kept her children both in subjection »nJ 
fear; for she abhorred deceit and hypocrisy, M^ 
with a double tongue she had no unity. 

She was a diligent attenUer of meetings, both for 
worship and discipline, at home and abroad, when 
of ability, being remarkable for humble waiting 
therein. 

Her last sickness was a lingering consumption) 
with something of a dumb ague, which wrought to- 
gether to bring her towards her dissolution, not- 
withstanding sundry necessary means were used for 
lier relief, but to little purpose. Thus she conti- 
nued near a year, until at length she was confined 
to her bed. And although her outward man or 
mortal body was fast passing away, yet her inward 
or spiritual man evidently grew stronger and' 
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litronger, and the eternal light in her ahined 
liffighter and brighten Her chief concern seemed 
jjf^ be for the everlasting welfare and prosperity oT 
l^e children of men. 

■■y. During the time of her illness, she gave many 
Jfirely and affeoting cautions, both to her children 
liMid others; of which I was in part a partaker, be- 
tmg mostly with her. She warned and exhorted 
Ikem to prepare for such a time as that, and not 

Ewe their work behind hand; often saying in a 
mble manner, ^^what an awful, bowed people we 
ghttobe.'' 
k* About five weeks before her departure, being 
fwn^ weak, she wrote a few lines to her son Tho« 
as follows : — " My dearly beloved child, I am 
iw in a poor state of health, not knowing that I 
ly ever see thee again, but I am willing to let 
know my mind concerning thee. I cannot 
ite much, but let it sink the deeper in thy mind, 
y prayers have been put up, day and night, to 
Imighty God, for thy preservation, and my advics 
thee hath been frequent, as thou knowest I think 
^nay say, I have done all that I can. I have dis-» 
^ftmrged my duty, and am clear on thy account. '^ 
^* A few days before her decease her son was sent 
Efcri and she told him in a very affecting manner, 
Alt she had said all she could say, and' had done all 
hiba oould do for him; and also again expressed her 
ess in regard, of her duty on his account To 
'friend who came in to see her, she said, <' I am 
to see thee, for I have often thought of thee. I 
something good in thy countenance, and I want 
to improve it. It is a fine thing to be prepared 
death comes^ so as to have nothing to do but 
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to di«." At another time, her dau^ter-ioS 

ming into the room, she beckoned to her ta 

iwn, then look her hy the hand, and, as a va 
filled with love, she said, " I love thee ; he tg 
girl, and the Lord will bless thee," 

The evening before her departure, being jtrst^ 
there came many friends to see her, and she Of 
eslly beholding them, requested that they mi^ 
down together, and wait in God's feiir, in tra| 
lence. After a season of waiting in holy tvrexi 
withstanding she had been scarcely able lo tf 
above licr breath, but being divinely favour^j 
that time, her tongue was loosed, so as to leaiwJ 
lust testimony and dying words after this maniiS^ 
" Friends, iryou love God, he will love you; | 
if you do not love God, how can you expect t^ 
beloved of him? If you would gather your fijj 
lies more frequently, and sit down in his ^ 
drawing your minds from this world to wait Ib-^ 
silence, then you would grow in the Truth." i 
said more to the same eJecl, in a tender, awful W 
ner, desiring that they might remember her wc^j 
which I believe made a deep impression on iMj 
minds. 

After this seasonable and edifying time, sheH 
sired friends might withdraw, for she found « 
was growing weaker, and thought her dissok^ 
was near; yet lay in a quiet composed frame of mi^ 
being resigned to. the will of God, and not afraid 
die, the terrors of death (as she had often said) b 
taken away. She also said she found nothIii|* J 
hindrance to obstruct her entrance 
kingdom of rest and peace. She had often n 
that I might freely give her up, and nti 
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ller, Myingy I bad bat a few days to stay behind 

lier; and encouraged me to faithfulness. She Uk||^ 

wise desired friends might be still and quiet ^JW- 

f her departure, being sensible to the last moi||f^{ii|y''V 

and thus quietly finished her course, and ended h%r 
r. clay's work in the day time. 4 
*■ Let me never forget the hand that brought us to- 
^ l^her, and the favour that heaven bestowed upon 
^' me ; and let me leave these few lines in remem- 
r lirince of thee, thou that wast dear to me in this 
i " life. Let me now condole my present situation, 
P Ibr thou art gone ; thou hast paid the debt of na- 
^^ tufe ; thou that I much preferred before myself in ,* 
■-' piety and virtue ; thou that wast my help and com- 
^^ fort, my counsellor and near friend; thou that wast 
^ often concerned for my everlastiirg peace, and wast 
' my chief delight in this world, my bosom friend, 
• Md one that I preferred before all transitory enjoy- 
!P ments whatever. For, I may truly say, that her 
y i^bief concern seemed to be to meditate in the law 
' 'bf the Lord day and niglit : and, although she was 
^^*' taken away as in the prime of her days, yet she 
[•' iteiemed like a shock of corn cut down in its season, 
;■ or like fniit fully ripe for flHpkingdom. And I have 
^* f^ood reason to believe she is entered into the full 
froition of eternal joynind felicity ; into the holy 
mty^ the new Jerusalem,, whose builder and maker 
^ilr God, there to praise, worship, and adore him 
^ llirever;and there let her rest, s^fUrmy soul. Amen. 
'^- The foregoing testimony I leave in truth, to the 
IkHioiir of God, and the memory of my truly be- 
f'loved and dearly afiectionate deceased wife, and 
eompanion in the Lord. 

' She departed this life the 13th of the 7th month, 
Vol. VL~15 
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1766, and was decently buried in Friends' burying 
ground, at Sadsbury, on the 15th of the same, aged 
forty-five years and nearly nine months — we hav- 
ing been married together about one year and three 
quarters. James Moore, 

As I have heretofore given some account of my 
first two beloved companiona ; now, although de- 
prived of the use of my pen by a paliiical disorder, 
and old age, yet I think il my duty to leave some 
short hints of my last two beloved companions. 

On the 4th of the 5th month, 1709, I again joined 
in marriage with Ann, the widow of Nicholas New- 
lin, of Concord, Chester county, who was favoured 
with a gift in the minislrj-. 

She departed this life the 19th of the 10th month, 
in the year 1789, in the Beventieth year of her age, 
we having been married together about twenty 
years ; and I can do no less, in justice and gratitude 
to her memory, for the tender love and regard she 
had to me and mine, than to give a short account of 
her qualifications and conduct. 

She was a plain, virtuous, religious, and sober 
woman, hating pride aoB Buperfluity, and not greedy 
of filthy lucre. She loved the Truth, and the friends 
of it, and was a diligent attyider of our meetings, 
when health permitted. 

The evening before she departed, some of my 
children came to pay us a visit. She appeared 
cheerful and pleasant as common, eat her supper as 
usual, and in the night awoke once or twice, but 
seemed as well as she usually was, until after day- 
break. A little before sun-rise, as we were in dis- 
course, she seemed to fall into a sweet sleep, and the 
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first that I discovered her being amiss was by a moan. 
I spoke to her, but she made me no answer; 1 1^6n 
looked on her countenance, and saw she was justde- 
parting ; I called up my children, and in a few mi^ 
nutes she departed this life without moving hand or 
foot. I conclude, in short, ^bk was to me a dearly 
beloved wife, and, although my loss is great, yet I 
trust it will be to her everlasting gain. 



Again, on the 9th of the 3d month, in the year 
.1791, I was united in marriage with Ann, the 
widow of James Williams, of Sadsbury, Chester 
county. After having lived together above ten 
years, she departed this life the 21st of the 9th 
month, 1801, in the seventy-third year of her age. 

She being a weakly woman, had been afflicted 
with the asthma, at times, for many years before 
our marriage. As she advanced in life, it increased 
upon her until her close. About three weeks before 
her decease, her disorder became so violent, that 
she could not lie down, but was obliged to sit up 
night and day; and in that condition quietly de<^ 
parted this life without s'Mudt groan. 

I believe she endeavoured to live at peace with 
God, and with all men. She loved plainness, and 
had a testimony again4^'Mperfluities, pride and high- 
mindedness. In a few^Words, she was a religious, 
virtuous woman, and a tender companion to me, in 
my advanced age. 

The foregoihg I have signed with my own hand, 
being now the 10th day of the 2d month, 1803, in 
the eighty-seventh year of my age. 

James Moorjb* 



ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM HUNT. 
A view of the religious exercises and labours of 
faithful Friends, has sometimes had a good effect in 
stimulating others to diligence in attending to the 
same divine rule, andrininding Ihe unfoldings of the 
same heavenly light, which enabled those worthies 
to run Ihe race that was set before them with accept- 
ance, and to close their pilgrimage with the bright- 
est prospects of immortal felicity. That divine grace 
which appears unto all men, leaching us to deny un- 
godliness and the world's lusts, and that we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, will do little 
for uB, unless we take heed to it, and strive to con- 
form to its instructions; but when our attention is 
fixed on it, and our obedience to it keeps pace with 
its illuminations, we increase in the experimental 
knowledge of truth, — and advance from a state of 
weakness to a state of strength and establishment, 
from whence wc arc not easily moveil. When this 
attention begins in the early stages of life, — before 
we have been led asjray by the captivating influence 
of worldly allurement*, — of evil habits and injuri- 
ous customs, — much flteculty is thereby avoided; 
and the mind is prepared to move forward in that 
highway to holiness which is opened before tis, un- 
shackled by the trammels of passions "wild and 
■ strong." 

In the life and character of William Hunt, of Ca- 
rolina, we have a remarkable instance of the benefi* 
cial efiects of early dedication to the impressions of 
divine grace. His parents were emigrants from New 
Jersey, and were connected in relationship with the 
Hunt, Harvey, and Woolman families, of Burling- 
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ton county. They settled at Manoquacy, in Mary- 
land, where William was born about the year 1733. 
It is related, that in his very childhood he was sen- 
sible of the Lord's tender dealings with him, and 
when about the age of eleven years, he had remark- 
able openings in viewing the wonderful harmony of 
the works of creation. He appears to have been 
diligently attentive to these early illuminations; and 
when a little turned of fourteen years of age, he re- 
ceived a gift in the ministry. 

In the history of Friends, divers instances of such 
early appearances in the ministry are noticed; most 
of them, however, have been considered as rather 
premature. James Parnell, soon after the rise of 
Friends in England, was an extraordinary instance, 
in which the vigour of manhood was exhibited at the 
age of sixteen or eighteen, that was astonishing. 
He is represented as powerful in his preaching, and 
his writings are standing monuments of intellectual 
strength and intelligence. William Hunt was evi- 
dently in possession of an uncommon mind — and 
showed in early life much of tlfe mental vigour of 
riper age. A friend who kn^ kim well, says, '^ he 
appeared in the ministry when a youth, and his la- 
bours therein were of good savour.^' His qualifica- 
tions were considered extraordinary — his wisdom 
was equivalent to long experience, and his unspot- 
ted character placed him oh that eminence, usually 
Msigned to the experience of age. His preaching 
b described to have been ^^ powerful and impres- 
rire,'' and he is reported to have said, when en- 
pged in a religious visit, <Uhat his concern was 
to be devoted to the service of Christ so fully, that 
^ might not spend one minute in pleasing him- 
15* 
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self" — and that hia example waa correapoodent 
therewith. So careful was he to wait for the 
manifestations of the Divine will, and to move in 
accordance with it, that h is ministry had a baptiz 
effect upon his hearers generally; and such was the 
interesting nature of his communications, that the 
audience listened with unwearied attention for two, 
three, and even four hours. 

A few memorandums were preserved of parts of 
his public testimonies, which may furnish someidei 
of his manner of preaching. 

Henry Post, of Long Island, states — "At a month- 
ly meeting held at Flushing, in 2nd month, 1766, 
William Hunt, toward the last of his testiniany, 
when about to take leave of us, appeared to be zea- 
lously concerned for his friends and brethrt 
kept men and women in bondage, signifying his 
mind travailed for their redemption — and expressed 
the following words; ' I verily believe the 
year is near at hand; and I desire those that haye 
them may not put it off for their children to set 
ihcm at liberty; for we know not what our children , 
may prove to be. Therefore 1 earnestly desire 
that none may put it off heyond the appointed time: 
for if they do, I am firmly of the mind they will be j 
plagued, as sure as ever £^gypt was for retainiag < 
Israel.'" j 

Robert Bratlin relates — " The ISlh of 3nd month, 
1770, at a meeting at Centre, in North Carolina, 
William Hunt in his testimony, which was exten- 
sive at that lime, after earnestly exhorting us indi- 
vidually lo examine our foundation whereon we had 
built, or were building, and in urging the necenity 
of such an examinatioo, had the following predictive 



WILLIAM HUWT. 175 

. " expressioifs: * For/ sailh he, * the Lord will visit 

'- this land with his judgments, and then it will be 

known who hath built upon the sure foundation, and 

: who hath not. For, in that time of deep trial, the 

hypocrites, formalists, and nominal Quakers will not 

only suffer, but many will perish and come to nought: 

i whilst those who have built upon the sure Rock of 

I ages will be preserved by him in the midst of those 

i» trials, as it were in the hollow of his hand. And 

■c there are many grown, and now within the audience 

^- of my voice, that shall see these times come to 

^ John Hunt, of New Jersey, mentions, at the Quar- 
r. terly meeting at Haddonfield, 22nd of 3rd month, 
1^ 1770, ** William Hunt spoke in a most wonderful 
h tod powerful manner a long time — his first words 
were — * There is a voice extends itself from the east 
to the west — to the north and to the south, and it 
proclaims the marriage of the King's son, and of the 
Lamb's war.' At a meeting at Evesham, the 3 1st 
of same month, William Hunt signified he was sen- 
sible of a great and dark cloud that covered the peo- 
ple. * He that loveth the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him,'— was part of the subject of 
his discourse. He also mentioned a belief that the 
time drew near in which the Truth would spread, 
lad shine more gloriously; though there might be 
a time of probation and trial first — and he thought 
the man was grown that would live to see if The 
Uth of 4th month, at Upper Springfield, he charged 
into note it down, that he said he had but little hope 
iCthis present generation; bnt it wasliis belief, the 
iMxt generation would make a better progress in the 
T^h; and that he thought there were some present 
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who would live to see iL At a monthly meetingifi 
Philadelphia, 26lh of the same month, he toiti tlted 
Ihiit the mail's part, or crealurely part, had no right 
to meddle with the business of the monthly meetingf 
neither could it do any good. He said there was 
appearance more, like lawyern iu a court of jmiii 
ture, than a solemn assembly in a meeting of disd* 
plinc. 

The 1st of 5th month, 1771, William Hunt em.- 
barked at Philadelphia, with his intimate frienit' 
Thomas Thornburg^, as his companion, on a reli- 
gious visit to Old England. His labours in that and 
the adjacent countries were satisfactory to Friends. 
In the 9th month, 177^, he died with the small pox, 
at Newcaslle-upon-Tyne. The following account, 
written by Elizabeth Coates, who attended him in 
his last illness, furnishes a lively evidence of the 
power of Truth prevailing, as he approached the 
close of his pilgrimage. 



L,ast Expressions of William Hunt, taken by I 
Elizcibeth Coates, who attended him in hU \ 
sickness. 

On the 28th of the 8th month, 1772, brother King J 
sent his son to bring me to James King's, at New- 
castle, in order to meet my dear friends, William 
Hunt and companion; but I was much concerned 
when I got there, to hear that dear William had 
kept his bed all that day. Next morning, finding 
him very ill, he said, "Dear Betty, I have longed 
much to see thee, and if it had been the Master'* 
will, should have been glad to hare been in a better 
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|to of 4l^ih> to enjoy thy company." After a 
IplOy he said, ** It will be a sore trial upon my poor 
imyy (meaning his companion) if I am taken 
now/' I answered, ^'I hope thou hast no ap- 
insion of thaf He said, ^^I don't know,— - 
Vbn^ I wait, I seem quite closed up." At another 
liaey he expressed, '* I can see no way open from 
rcastle; the manner of my being cast here seems 
lerful to me" — (they having intended for ano- 
port) — "but," added he, **my mind is quite 
kt." My husband came liitt^ evening; and the 
morning, there being none in the room but us, 
•aid, after some pause, "The Lord only knows 
I have loved you from our first acquaintance, 
[ponged for your growth and establishment in the 
Truth; and I now feel the same, renewed 
." He exhorted us to faithfulness and dili- 
tyfiuch desiring that we might come up in our 
', and fill the places intended by Providence, 
^ing careful to lay up treasure in heaven; saying, 
'What would thousands of worlds avail me now?" 
the afternoon he inquired for my husband, and 
I, he wanted to ask a favour of him, which was 
have me to nurse him a while — to which he con- 

On third-day an eruption appeared, which proved 

W the small pox, and they being of the confluent 

r made us apprehend great danger; but all along 

ittind was preserved remarkably calm. He said, 

'Qbe would wonder all the world did not seek af- 

a quiet mind, it's such a treasure now." Not 

if did great"peace attend him, but also his patience 

^^■4 Inrtitude were truly great; yea, sometimes I 

hia victory was so complete that there seen^- 
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ed no impatience left in his nature; but al 

sif^oalion to his Master's wilt. At one time 

" Its enough; my Master is here." At another, "M 

Master won't leave me now, if I mind him." Ui 

der the feeling of a load of bodily 

*' He that laid the foundation of the mounlaina knoi 

this; if he please he can remove it. 

He would not suffer his much beloved companfl 
to stay with him, when he knew it was the 
pox, but desired he might go lo Joseph Kin] 
Kenton, thoush he said he was a choice nurse, b 
ing very affeclionate; but Morna Birkbeck WflJ 
supply his place, and he was so happy as to thini 
furnished that of his dear wife, in nursing, Jan 
King and his wife spared no pains nor expense, f 
a skilful physician called soon after he began, n 
gave constant attendance, and did, (I doubt not) 
utmost to restore him; and with hia judgmentWi 
liam was well satisfied, but said, " they are all ^ 
sicians of no value, without the great Physiciu 
I said, " I know thy dependence is upon him;" 
answered, " Entirely." One time asking him hi 
he did, he answered, "I am the better for havil 
thee with me; we partake tvith each other evei 
way." Some of the family going to meeting, tir 
said, "I hope my dear Betty's service here will f« 
as acceptable." I observed to him, we could no' 
get to be so resigned as he was; he said, " Do your 
best, and leave it." At another time, with great 
composure, he said, " The Lord knows best; I am 
ia hia hand, let him do what he will." A few day* 
after, leaning upon Morris, he said, " Don't be alarm- 
ed at what I am going to say; I have a request tK 
make, that if I am suddenly taken away, thou wi^ 
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;o my dear wife, and let her know all is well; 
also to my children to improve the hints I 
"equently given them for their conduct, while 
with them, and since." Observing me to do 
my power, he said, " The Lord refresh thy 
for thou hast often refreshed this body. Thou 
atched this house completely, and whether I 
* die thou wilt get thy reward." He asked 
mt going to rest; I told him I should not leave 
fiat night; we would both stay with him. — 
," said he, "will you watch with me one 
more?" which indicated to me he did not ex- 
lany. On asking him how he felt himself, he 
^ I am here pent up and confined in a narrow 
iss. This is a trying time, but my mind is 
it all." I often perceived praise and sweet 
y in his mind, when few words escaped him. 
ir^-day he often asked what o'clock it was, 
lid, "When shall I be released?" At night 
ver increased upon him, and being restless, he 
' I want to be settled. Dear Betty, when shall 
ettled ?" We were anxiously concerned that 
liction might be shortened, and it did not con* 
long; but Oh ! the strength of his mind, and 
livinely. supported in the midst of this conflict, 
.e triumphantly said, "Truth reigns over all." 
icon after quietly departed in great peace, about 
O^clock on fourth'day morning, the 9th of the 
lonth, 1772. 



further evidence of the religious cencern and 
ises of William Hunt, the following letters 
m by him are introduced. 
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Letter from JViUiam Hunt, to James and AA 
Mitchell. 

Solcm, nou Boaton, 13tb oriOUi mo. IT 
Dearly beloved friends, — 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the fi 
lowship of his children, and sweet their remembm 
one of anolher; because the odour of his ointmi 
sends forth a fragrant smell. This my joy ia full 
every reiiiemhrance of you, in that love which fi| 
gave birth to the covenant of life in our spirils, n 
kin^ (hem truly one, in the pure hope and feelil 
of gospel power. In this we have had a near unit 
and sympathy, with full assurance that ihe Lord A 
mighty halh called us out of darkness, into the b 
light of his dear Son; through whom we have sc 
wonderful things, and unutterable. We have lil 
wise sorrowfully to behold the dehifje of aposUofl 
that covers our Sion, as with a thick cloud. But, 
dear friends, in Goshen lliere is light; which makes 
the dwellings of Jacob beautiful, and the teoU of 
Israel goodly. 

We have had a very pleasant journey; — came W 
Mystictown, near Boston, on seventh-day night, and 
next morning came to Salem. I dont know but we 
shall go to Cases, without having another meetinS- 
This day, as I sat in meeting, & language passed thro' 
my mind, Hasten, — hasten to visit my seed through 
the land, that thou may go where I send thee. — 
Whether this be to the grave, or to a distant land, I 
leave; — only petition the great Name to preserve ni* 
worthy to do all that he hath allotted me, ao that 1 
may be fit to be gathered home, in due season. 
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Dear youth, thjft'aflfcttionate feeling of my spirit 
towards you, I sEall never forget, but often fervent- 
ly desire that yoii may come into the house of the 
Lord, to behold the beauty of true holiness forever. 
I conclude, with mine and companion's de^r love, 
3^our (often very poor but) true friend, 

William Huirr. 



i"- ^ To John Huntf of New Jersey. 

•)MiiioDth,1771;. 

JoBir HiTNTy — ^Dearly beloved cousin, whom I 
oAen remember in the pure seed, with secret strong 
desiresi that thou' w^h thy dear wife may be kept un- 
der the humbling hand -and refining power of Truth, 
till the glory of his great work is finished, and jrou 
knew an enlargement of heart, and opening of un- 
derstaadiBg in the heavenly mystery of his kingdom* 

. 'Wiflr'afieetionate regard, I salute you, little chil- 
dren, in the greatest haste*— farewell. 



To Peter Harvey. 

LondoiH Ike ^ of fith ma 1771. 

peter and Mary Harvey, — my^ right dear and in- 
Jirardly beloved relations, not only by consanguinity, 
Vut by the internal seed, and heavenly birth of im- 
nortal life, shed abroad in our hearts; thro' which 
we are joined in the holy union of soul, far trans- 
ettiding all outwar^onnexions; — ^to you is the salu- 
tation of my very dear and true love in the heavenly 
ipystery. By these you will understand, that thro' 
, fiwour, we are safely arrived in London, having had 
t diort and comfortable passage; though my dear 
Mmpanion was very sick for two weeks, so that his 
VoL-VL— 16 
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life iv>3 in suspense for some time, but aAerwards 
got better. We got ta our lodging in London in 
twenty-eight days after we parted wifh you. It i« 
with sweetness and affection, I often think of and 
remember your united love, regard, and willingness 
to join me in the holy cause of Truth. The Shepherd 
of Israel, the Preserver of men, will be your keeper, 
shield and buckler, to support and enable yoti to 
persevere the residue of time in holy fear. Though 
muiy, very many are the clouds of thick darkness 
that overspread our hemisphere; yet when we con- 
sider, he hath hia ways ia the clouds, and that thick 
darkness is his covering, — having chosen him for \ 
our portion, we may say, "Though we walk in the 
valley of death, we fear not evil, for he is on our 
right hand." May it become the deep and humble 
concern of your minds, beloveds in the seed of life, 
to press with unwearied diligence after this assured 
confidence in Him who halh so richly manifested 
himself unto us. 

With love unfeigned to your family, cousin John, 
Job, with their wives, and all relations who may 
ask after us, with Sarah Bunting and Meribah Fow- 
ler, 1 subscribe myself your affectionate cousin, bein; 
only absent in this little frame. 

My companion joins in the offers of love to you 
all. 



3b John Hunt. 

Ijverpoot, lit mo. lOtb, ITU 
John and Esther Hunt, — My right dear and well- 
beloved little cousins, it is with feeling nearness and 
uniting regard, I now salute you; — desiring abore 
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all things your steady obedience to the Truth as ma- 
nifeflied by the witness thereof — not in any exalted 
notioflSy or high imaginations, but in the low yallies 
of deep humility, where the seven mysteries are 
unsealed, and the counsel and purpose of true wis- 
dom respecting us is opened in a very intelligible 
manner. By which, when attended to with integrity 
and firmness, strength is received adequate to every 
trust reposed, so as to come up in a faithful discharge 
of the same — the r^ard whereof is peace, and the 
nmning of rivers of joy by the fertile banks of Shi- 
lob's fountain; where the soul drinks deep draughts, 
it refreshed, and gjpws strong. Being brought to 
the Shepherd's ten^it feeds on heavenly bread, and 
becomes well disciplined in its warfare as a good 
aoI4!tt%«ble to endure hardness and trials for Ti^uthHi 
cause. 

I desire that this may be your happy experience, 
dear children, amidst all the crowding xares and 
cumbering concerns of a perishing world, which fades 
as a flower, and is seen no more. It is with sweet- 
ness and satisfaction I often remember you and the 
pleasant moments we had together; while length of 
time and a distant land have not in the least diminish- 
ed, but rather increased the cordial notes of celestial 
eonverse, in a language not easy to write with pen 
ttd ink. But you, I trust, will be instructed in a 
lehool where you can read the character of true 
friendship in other lines. 

I am, with my dear companion, well; he joins in 
loVe, which concludes me your very affectionate 

inend and cousin, 

William Hunt. 

P. S. Giv^ QW very 4ear love to pQusin Robert 
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and wife, — salute Aaron Wills and his wife, cousin 
Samuel Stokes and wife, and others who ask for us. 



To Robert Willis. 

MountniGiick, Ireland, 3d nn. IStb, 1773. 

Dearly united friend, fellow-labourer, and com- 
paoion in the hope of the gospel, — we very dearly 
Balutc thee; — having frequent remembrance of, and 
deep sympathy wii.h thee, in thy stepping along. 

It is with grateful acknowledgment lo the Preser- 
ver of men, we may inform thee, we are in health; 
and our lives, in ihe pure seed, as yet for a prey.— 
Though deaths are oft, and trials very many, ye* 
He in whom wisdom and knowledge remain, is still 
near; and I hope will be near thee, in all thy journey- 
ing, — to divide the way for thee through clouds and 
thiuk darkness. 

Dear Robert, be encouraged in thy service. My 
spirit unites, and feels with thee therein, that the 
Lord owns thy labours of love to his heritage; — and 
he will still own, as we gather deep in the gift to 
him, waiting for his work to come up in the mysteryi 
with the true stamp and seal. 

Hoping, if the Lord will, to see thee at London, 
shall conclude with affectionate nearness, thy little, 
younger brother in the love of Truth. 

William HdkX- 
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TO THE MEMORY 
Of Thomas Bpss, of Wrightsiown^ Bucks county y 
Pennsylvania^ who departed this life at Hold- 
gat e^ near Yorkj in England^the 13M of the 
&nd month, i786. Composed by his son. 

Thus ends the man, who, privileged to pass. 
The destined date of three score years and ten. 

Devoutly spent the gracious loan in praise. 
And ardent labours for the souls of men. 

Through many a bitter conflict, sorely won. 

From strength to strength, victorious, bast thou 
pass'd, ^ 

But light etherial ^Ids thy setting sun. 

And heaven rewards thy labours at the last. 

Oft, in sweet converse, have I heard thee 8a]^ 
*'The end crowns all,*' — then add, *iMay God 
sustain. 

And keep me in the true and livijig way. 
Nor let me lose the Christian in the man." 

How oft bewail infirmities, that drew 
Thy erring feet out of the narrow path; 

And, at the time thou didst thy prayers renew. 
Confessed thyself to be the child of wrath. 

Thy life, through this probationary scene. 
Was like the ocean, toss'd by furious storms; 

But, near the port, thy sky was all serene. 
And not a cloud thy peaceful mind deforms. 

^aith, half absorbed in vision, hails thee home. 
And bears thy soul aloft from guilty pain; 

L«08t in the glorious hope of bliss to come, 
A blest communion, and an endless reign* 
16* 



186 LINES TO THE MEHOST 

He who sustain'd thee through life's stormy sea. 

And rais'd thy drooping head above the waye, 
Now, in the oeedful hour, revisits thee, 

And shows himself omnipotent to save. 
What wonder then, thy praise incessant flows! — 

Praise, the sole, universal theme above, — 
Kxhaustless theme ! that no cessation knows, 

Thro' all the boundless realms of light and love- 
Sometimes, with pitying, retrospective eye. 

Downward, on sinful mortals wouldst thou look, 
And oft, methinks, I almost heard thee cry, 

Pardon them, Lord, or blot me from thy book. 

Not sway'd by pride, from thy own sphere to move, 

Ifl thy own measure only did'st impart; 
Content to render to the God of love. 

That grateful sacrifice — an humble heart. 
But who can tell what pains thy virtues coat ? 

What days of penitence, and nights of pray'r? 
Right hands cut off, right eyes pluck'd out, and lost? 

Rich trophies these — and only won in war ! 
The world, — the flesh, — and satan in the van, 

Great principalities and powers, suppress'd, — 
Too great, alas ! for feeble, fallen man. 

Did not, Lord, on thee the burden rest. 
Aided by thee, see the poor pilgrim move, 

In slow gradation, thro' the humble vale; 
Tho' to detach and draw him from thy love, 

See all the powers of darkness him assail. 
And often, sore beset on every side. 

No ray of light to lead the eye to thee, 
Distress'd, dejected, and without a guide. 

The Christiin waits, thy saving pow'r to see. 
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Not like the world, — thy meliorating treat, — 
Thy wine put forth, at last, is ever best; — 

So may our hearts with cheering ardour beat, 
To gain an entrance at th» port of rest. 

And such an heart was thine, to whom the muse 
Would consecrate this pledge of filial love; 

Thy soul refining, as refin'd thy views. 
From flesh released, — triumphant soarM above. 

Methinks, I saw thy guardian angel stand, 
Prepar'd to waft thee thro' the etherial road, 

Rejoicing to fulfil the high command, 
And introduce thee to the throne of God. 

^is thus, indeed, thy end is amply crown'd, 
Tho' sown in tears, thy crop is reap'd in joy; 

Fled are thy sorrows, — heal'd is every wound, — 
No fears torment thee, and no cares annoy. 

^at praise which here delighted — there transports, 
"• And ele|«tas thy soul to raptures high, 
•Hhtti seeirthe order in the spacious courts, 
Of Him^ whose throiie is fix'd above the sky. 

There pleasures pure, andwonders ever new, 

In sweet succession open on the soul, 
.And unremitting streams of bliss shall flow> 
When these inferior subjects cease to roll. 

But, while I contemplate the exalted theme, 
Oh! let me not forget my station here; 
or vainly cherish the delusive dream 
Of conquests won, and victory, without war. 

An is the harbinger of endless joy. 
And death, the gate that opens to the skies, 

^Affliction is the school of the Most High 
To teach the fool^ — and wiser make the wise,— 
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To rouse Ihe soul that, o'er the yawning pit, 

In dreadful slumber, wastes the present hour,- 
To awe the bold, — and make the proud submit,— 

That all may praise, and wonder, and adore. 
But while devoted to a father's name, I 

The muse, this humble tribute would bestow, ! 
Ohi may my life be found aa free from blame, { 

My thankful heart, with equal ardour, glow. . 
That, when the curtain is about to drop. 

Which opes the wonders of the future scene, i 
My joyful soul like his, may rest Id hope, J 

And on the eternal Rock of ages, lean. 

Thomas Ross vfas a native of Tyrone, in Irelai 
and came to America when a young man. He 
tied in Bucks county, where he became a meml 
among Friends, and for many years was acceptabij 
exercised in the ministry. His preaching is it^ 
scribed to have been lively and edifying. But hit 
religious labours were not confined to these publie 
services; for he was frequently concerned to impirt 
counsel and admonition in a more private way, t^ 
pecially to young people, for whom he manifested 
a paternal solicitude, that their attention might te 
directed to that all-sufficient grace in the heart, ani 
that by constant watchfulness and prayer, they might 
bepreservedfrom the vanities of the world, and froW 
all the dangers to which they were exposed. H* 
went to England in 1784, on a religious visit. Aft*' 
spending about two years in this engagement, h' 
died near York, in the seventy-eighth year of b' 
age. An interesting account of him is preferred > 
the memorials concerning deceased Friends, pO^ 
lished in Philadelphia, in 1821. 
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TRUTH EXALTED. 

Many years ago^ a case was tried in Philadelphia 
courts in which a boy of about ten or twelve years 
old, was brought forward to give in his evidence. 
His testimony was important, as he had been an 
eye witness of the transactions of the contending 
parties. When the oath was about to be ad minis- 
ter'id to him, he said he could not swear. The per- 
son who brought him as a witness, was then asked 
whether he was a Quaker, or whether his parents 
were Quakers ? The answer was, they were Pres- 
rb3rterians, and they had told him never to swear. 
The boy scrupulously adhered to his parents com- 
mands, and therefore refused to take an oath. At 
this simple relation, embracing the principles of 
ftrict obedience to parents, the court was at a stand 
what course to take. But it immediately occurred 
to the nuid of^ the discerning judge, that where so 
much integrity and sin^rity appeared, an oath was 
unnecessary; and, waiving the forms of law, he or- 
-liered the boy's testimony to be taken, without oath 
or affirmation. The weight of his evidence, in the 
Blinds of the jury, appeared such that they gave a 
•lordiot on his testimony. 

^ . What a noble instance of filial obedience ! and 
:-';1iliat a powerful testimony to the force of Truth, 
r-rMperior to the supposed sanction of oaths and im- 
precations ! What dignity in the presiding judge, 
to respect parental instructions, and filial integrity; 
' Hid to dispense with the ceremonies of custom, or 
Itw, for the sake of obtaining simple truth, unstu-« 
died, and unaffected by the terrors of perjury! 
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How greatly it would add to the mutual confidence 
ind happlaess of societj-, if such Instances of the care 
of parents, and the obedience of youth, were multi' 
plied, till they became general! "Yea," would 
then " be yea," and truth would need no additioB 
to make it more true — assertions and relations i^ 
witnesses might be received with con&dence, U 
matters of fact, that needed not the confirmation of 
oaths, affirmations, or any other imprecations what- 
ever. The doctrine of our Divine Law-giver wouH 
be better understood; and that when he enjoined oa 
his followers to speak the truth, it was the "whole 
truth, and nothing but the tnith;" for " whatsoever 
is more than this," or added to it, in order to maki 
it more true, "cometh of evil" — and ought to be 
avoided, as being wnong those "idle words," fm 
which an accouat must be rendered in the day of 
judgment, v 



EDUCATION. 

To promote the objects of a good education, it ii 
necessary to guard the youthful mind from the in- 
fluence of pernicious company ; it is also needful to ' 
restrain children from reading improper publici- 
tions : but, as children are social beings, they 
should have associates; as their minds are expanding 
and craving mental food, channels should be opened 
for their acquiring that which is wholesome, that 
which is profitable, that which is rational and sub- 
stantial. Hence, it is obviously necessary that tb* 
care and riper judgment of parents and tutors shoul^ 
be exercised in the choice of books suitable for th^^ 
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ge and capacity, and calculated to promote the ob- 
sets of a good education. When we add to this the 
nportance of haying their first impressions of the 
ight stamp, because they are generally lasting, it 
ids to the weight of obligation on our part. 



TO A FRIEND. 
Oh ! suffer me once more to write, 

And ventilate the rising thought, 
As free expression brings to light 

The matter with which mind is fraught. 

How far and wide the spreading pest 
Of worldly wisdom and applause. 

Is marching through from east to west, 
To nullify God's righteous laws! 

What can be done ? The |0^ring soul 
Learns patience, — lea.oiog on his b/east, 

In faith — his power wilntvrong control; 
And in this confidence is rest. 

For, as he governs on his throne, 
~ The heartfelt sigh assails his ear ; 
He feels the deep, unutter'd groan. 
And sees the pensive, falling tear 

Shed for his cause ; and if we mourn, 
And with its suffering, suffer too. 

The cross to self, — if humbly borne, 
Sweet streams of comfort will renew. 

Vye seen the spring with verdant shoots. 
With flowers and blossoms, rich and gay. 

The golden harvest, crown M with fruits, 
To cheer the traveller on his way : 
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The autumn soon approaches fast, 

And stormy clouds, and frost, is seen ; 

And yet, through these, and winter's blast. 
There's here and there an evergreen. 

And oh! may we, by saving grace. 
Retain a greenness to the end ; 

His universal love embrace, 
Whose arms of mercy wide extend. 

Uth mo. 1833. E 



LINES 
From John Baldwin^ s Diary. 

The Lord my secret thoughts doth know, 

And he can them supply. 
This is my fajfthl— in this I grow, 

And on this Power rely. 

"Be not faithless, but believing," 
Said Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord; 

A glorious promise we're receiving. 
While our faith is in his word. 

Dearest Lord, my soul adores thee, — 
The praise is short, that I can give, 
For blessings, which I am unworthy. 
And by which I daily live. 

There's not a day that passeth o'er, 
But I receive much good from thee; 

May I thy mercies still implore, 
And ev'ry day, more thankful be. 
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No. 5.] TWELFTH MONTH, 1834. [Vol- VI. 

SOME ACCOUx\T 

Of the Life and Travels of Phebe Speakman. 

Phebe Speakman was the daughter of John and 

Ann Scholfield, and was born in Bucks county the 

16th of the 7th month, 1739, old style. At about 

the age of twenty-two years, she removed to Ches- 

'ter county, being furnished with a certificate from 

Buckingham monthly meeting, to that at Concord. 

She afterwards was married to Nathan Yarnall, and 

the 5th of 3d month, 1775, was recommended as a 

Jninistcr by Concord monthly meeting; — having 

appeared in that capacity some considerable time. 

The next year she made a religious visit to New 

Jersey, Long Island, and New England. In 1779, 

her husband died; and in 1781, she married a second 

time, to Micajah Speakman, of Concord. In 1796, 

fhe embarked on a religious visit to Great Britain 

and Ireland: — in which engagement she was from 

iome upwards of four years. After her return, she 

IDflde a visit into Connecticut in 1801. A few years 

^fore her decease, she was a member of the month- 

jr meeting at Uwchlan, and resided in West Nant- 

ael township, Chester county. Her bodily and 

nental powers became much impaired towards the 

i0t of her time. Having reached the ninetieth year 

£ her age, she departed this life on the 16th of the 

g|th month, 1828; and was buried at Uwchlan. — 

Voi^ VL— 17 
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The following Journal of her exercises and 
may be interesting to those who are engaged in 111 
manner as she appears to have been, duly to ~ 
charge every religious obligation, and through obe- 
dience, to obtain an evidence of divine approba^a 
and acceptance. 

In perusing these memorandums, in peace and 
prosperity at home, the thoughlfiil reader can hard- 
ly fail to observe the persevering dedication of s 
delicate female, in the discharge of her apprehend- 
ed duty, even when "wars and rumours of wars" 
were spreading in the land. And though an inter- 
val of a number of years is passed over in silence, 
before she was liberated to perform a religious visit. 
to England, &c. yet her lively zeal and interest in 
the welfare of society, appear to be unabated. This 
divine energy and travail for the prosperity of Truth, 
appear to have influenced her, when the infirmitiea' 
of nature were such as might seem inadequate (o the 
labours of her exercised mind. While we mentally 

view her, in England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wale^ 
assiduously engaged to raise the standard of Truth 
among the members of our society, it may be pro- 

, fitable for us to consider how far we are deficient in 

Mving up to that standard, at home. It may also b* 

•■ well to inquire whether we are individually improv- 

• ing. and industriousiy occupying, those talents com- 
milted to us, not only for our own piofit, but also 

• for the help of others, and the promotion of truth 

• and righteousness in the earth, in our day. 
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JOURNAL. 



Jiccount of her visit to New. Jersey ^ Long Island^ 

and New England. 

Having drawings in my mind to visit Friends 
eastward, in company with my husband, Nathan 
Yarnall, I set forward on the 1st of the 5th month, 
1776, and rode twenty-five miles to Philadelphia. 
Crossed the river, and went to Chesterfield monthly 
meeting, and thence to Nathan Wright's. Here 
Rebecca Wright joined me as a companion, and we 
were at Haddonfield meeting on first-day, morning 
and afternoon. Next day rode to Woodbury, and 
had a meeting there. Dined at Mark Miller's, where 
I parted with my kind, afiectionate husband, he re- 
turning home. It was a season of close exercise to 
us both; but, as we believed it to be in the wisdom 
of Providence, we were enabled to give up each 
other, and took leave in endeared afiection. The two 
following days, we had meetings at upper Green- 
wich and Pilesgrove, and dined at Daniel Bassett's. 

At the latter place we heard that some English 
ships of war were come up the river to, or near 
Wilmington, and that they and the provincials bad 
tn engagement. We heard the cannons roar, for 
some time before we left DaniePs house, and for 
0evera] miles on the way. I think we heard them 
geveral hours; which occasioned many serious reflec- 
tions to pass through my mind. The thoughts of 
war so near us seemed very awful, and I remember- 
ed my poor family at home. 

That evening we came to Josiah Miller's, where 
we heard that the engagement bad not destroyed 
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many lives on either side. Yet, when I coRSict^t 
my family, nine miles from the place on one side, 
and myself but ten, on the otlier side, it did not look 
likely I should see any of them that season, if ererj 
nnd it affected my mind wilh heaviness. It was also 
' a time of great mortality, in these parts. We were 
informed that five persons were buried in one day, 
at a burying-ground belonging to the Baptists; and 
one lay sick in the house where we were. The 
thoughts of taking the disorder, so near home, and 
no likelihood of seeing my dear husband, came close 
under my consideration, and I felt much sympathy 
with my family left at home: yet I had reneweilly 
to believe, it was not in my own will that I was 
separated from them; which was a stay to my micd. 
So, recommending them, with myself, to Divine 
protection, I rested pretty quiet in my spirit. 

Nest day we rode five miles to meeting, aad'sn 
the way, saw many men gathering under arms, Al— 

• BO in the afternoon, saw a company marching, with 

their flag up, and drums beating before them. Yet 

^ my mind was preserved still and quiet; — a favour 

W which demands the return of gratitude. 

From Salem, the 9th of 5th month, wrote to my 
. dear husband as follows: — I feel a sympathy with 

^' thee and my poor family, now when trials seem lo 
be so near, and thou art left in care to struggle with- 
j out me. We see, iu the few days since we parted, 
^ that there is a great alteration. Such is the roariDg 
^» of the cannon, as has not heretofore been heard with- 
in our peaceful land, and which, no doubt, thy ean 
I have heard as well as mine, we being about an equal 
distance from the scene of action, though on oppo- 
— (ite sides. The commotion here is very great. On 
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our way to meeting to-day, we saw numbers of men 
gathered under arms; and this afternoon a company 
inarched by us. Thus the storm which has been 
long threatening, seems to be rising higher, and 
drawing nearer. Yet be not discouraged nor dis- 
quieted; for there is a resting-place that can never 
be entered by storm nor tempest, nor disquieted by 
the overturnings that shake the earth. May thy 
confidence and mine be placed therein. I hope that 
Power which has hitherto been our support^ will not 
leave us; yea, I have faith to believe he will never 
leave nor forsake us, if we are careful to walk before 
him with a perfect heart. 

Now, though we are outwardly separated, so that 
we cannot enjoy the company of each other, yet I 
hope we shall remember one another, in that near 
affection and sympathy in which we have lived to- 
gether: and in that love felt when we parted, may 
we often offer up supplications for each other^s pre- 
servation. I have renewedly to believe it is not in 
my own will, but from a persuasion of duty to my 
God, that I have left thee, my dear, and all my near 
connexions. My mind has been preserved in a good 
degree of calmness and resignation, although it is a 
very mortal time in these parts, in addition to the 
trying circumstances and commotions already men- 
tioned; but my health is rather better than when 
itfaou left me. 

Perhaps thou may meet with trials, — it is the case 
[with Friends here, by reason of the soldiers send- 
liog for provisions; but I hope thou wilt be favoured 
with best wisdom to direct. Stand fast in the liber- 
ty which Truth gives, and bear thy testimony faith- 
'fiilly ; and then, if sufferings come, no doubt strength 
17* 
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will b« giveo thee: and Oh! how willingly could I 
bear a part wilh ihee, either in loas of estate, or la 
BuETerings of body, if this should fall to thy lotl 

I conclude with my kind love to thee and lhe&- 
mily, thy aQeclionale wife. 

We then had meetings at Upper and Lower Alio- 
ways Creek, and called to see James Diiniel. Thenee 
to Greenwich meeting, morning and afternoon. Al 
this place, tlic people were in great consternatioDr 
mustering together under arms, in great numben^ 
although it was the first day of the week. They 
gathered so near the meeting-house, that it was*' 
very unpleasant sight. Nest day, accompanied by 
Richard Wood, we rode twenty-five miles to Isa« 
Townsend's, by the sea side; and the day following 
had a meeting at Cape May. Thence we travelled 
to Great Egg-harbour, and had meetings at ihs 
lower, and upper house. Truth, in those partSj ' 
at a very low ebb; yet I have a secret hope it i» 
rather reviving in some minds. Dined at Japhet 
Leeds', and crossed Little Egg-harbour river, being 
four miles ever. We then travelled on to Barnept, 
Squan, Squankum and Shrewsbury; at all which 
places we had meetings. Through most of them, 
my lot was to sit in great poverty of spirit, and 
much weakness. Indeed, such is the state of meet- 
ings, that the Seed licth very low, and I have often 
said in my heart, "By whom shall Jacob arise? fo' 
he is small," and greatly despised by many; and 
even thosa that are looked upon aa standard-bearers, 
are ready to. faint. 

Next liay we rode about thirty miles to Jacob 
Shotwcll's, where we met with our friends, David 
Ferris and John Parry, whom we were glad to see. 
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Attended Rahway meeting and went to New York^ 
crossing three ferries in our way. Thence to the 
Quarterly and Yearly Meeting held at Flushing, on 
Long Island; which began on fifth-day, and ended 
on the next second-day. To me it was a very suffer- 
ing time. After this we crossed at White-stone 
ferry, and had a meeting at West Chester, on the 
main land. It was indeed an exercising season; the 
Truth lies so low, and professors are so much settled 
on their lees, that the poor travellers often have la- 
borious work. We ne^t had meetings at Mamaro- 
neck and Purchase. In those parts. Friends have 
many negro slaves, and religion seems much eat out. 
My labours in some of these meetings was not soft, 
but terrible to the rebellious and disobedient; yet 
sometimes had a word of consolation to the weary 
traveller. 

The 2d of the 6th month, 1776, being the first 
day of the week, we were at a meeting at Richard 
Hallet's, in Connecticut, and had an afternoon meet- 
ing with Friends at Richard Titus^s. My mind was 
very low and distressed, in a sense of the oppression 
which the Seed is under in those parts; and my 
heart groaned because thereof; so that sometimes I 
was ready to conclude I could hardly endure the 
laborious task I had in those parts. But again I 
witnessed my strength renewed, so that hitherto I 
have been preserved from fainting; and sometimes 
have fresh cause humbly to be thankful to the Father 
of mercies, in that he doth not forsake his depend- 
ing children, in their sore exercises. 

The practice of slave-keeping amongst many un- 
der our name, has sometimes brought me very low; 
for the great sin of keeping slaves has appeared more 
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plain to my understanding, than ever before. I f(A 
it as I sat in the Yearly Meeting at Flushing, before 
I knew there was a Friend possessed of lliem; and I 
had, after long reasoning and fears, to tell them that 
their hands were polluied, and their fingers defiled 
with the gain of oppression. However sorrowful it 
is, I found, in divers meetings afterwards, that thera 
was too much occasion for this language. So close 
has been my exercise on account of slavery, that at 
limes, I have found my mind straitened so as not to 
have freedom to partake with those Friends who hold 
B laves. 

Nest day, we set off for Rhode Island, and travel- 
led through Connecticut to John Collins's, at Hop- 
kinton. We were three days in passing through* 
Presbyterian country, where we saw not the face of 
a Friend. At Hopkinlon we again met with David 
Ferris and John Parry, and John Alaop from Long 
Island. After being at an appointed meeting there, 
we had a meeting at Westerly; which was chiefly 
made up of other professors. When meeting was 
over, J requested the members to stay. They were 
but few, and we had some close, exercising labour 
amongst them; in which I had satisfaction, so far as 
to clear myself. In these parts, Friends arc so much 
declined and fallen away, that there seems, at pre- 
Bcnt, but a very gloomy prospect; and I had to tell , 
them that if they were not more faithful, they would 
be laughed to scorn by their neighbours, and would 
be set aside. 

Thence, taking meetings at Richmond, South 
Kingston, and Lower South Kingston, we dined at 
Thomas Hazard's, and crossed to Canonicut, and 
Newport, on Rhode Island, where next day began 
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the Yearly Meeting, which continued till the 19th 
of the 6th month. Although the meeting was large, 
it was a trying time, by reason of disorders having 
spread amongst the professors, and even among 
some of the foremost rank. Thus, the head being 
sick, occasioned the hearts of many to be nigh faint- 
ing. Yet, though this was the case, there was a 
visitation extended, in loud alarms to the rebellious, 
but to the obedient, like dew to the tender plants. 
And I have a hope that some of them will remem- 
ber it, at times, while they have a being. 

Here, we parted with our kind friend, Charles 
Brooks, who had accompanied us from Shrewsbury, 
also with John Alsop, both of whom had been very 
serviceable to us. Next day crossed the ferry to 
Little Compton meeting, thence to Acoaksett and 
Center. At the latter place, there was such a great 
glthering of people, that they could not get into the 
house; so the meeting was held in an orchard hard 
by, where some climbed up, and sat in the apple 
trees; but it was mostly silent. We then had meet- 
ings at Newtown and Accushnet. The last five 
were mostly silent, and I entirely so in all, except 
a meeting for business. We then went to Bedford 
and lodged at Joseph Rotch's, and next day to a 
> monthly meeting at Aponegansett, which was large, 
and much was spoken, in a very close, searching 
manner. 

Early next morning we embarked for Nantucket 
ilia a vessel, of which Samuel Starbuck was master. 
We had the company of many Friends, and a fine 
passage; the distance sixty miles. We got well in 
liefore night, and went to William Rotch's. The 
tivo following days we visited some families; then 
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came on the Yearly Meeting, which was large, but 
the people were very much settled down at ease} 
they, however, had some tender visitations, invili- 
tions, and warnings extended to them. The Yearly 
Meeting ended on second-day; after which we it- 
tended their monthly meeting, and went over to 
the main land, where, taking a meeting at Falmouth, 
we attended the Quarterly meeting at Sandwich. 
was not very large; but things here were very mucb 
out of order, and the spirit of the discipline much 
departed from. My companion and I visited ths 
men's meeting, and were enabled to lay before them 
the necessity of more care and diligence on thatso- 
count. Here, we took leave of our beloved friendif 
David Ferris and John Parry, they intending for 
Smithficid Quarter, and we for Hampton. 

On first-day, the 7th of 7th month, we were 
Yarmouth. Thence we went on to Pembroke, whert 
we had a meeting among a mixed multitude; 
which I was led to speak to one or two individuals, 
to their and my own satisfaction. Dined at Ephraio 
Otis's, whose wife was under religious exercise. Sh« 
was one of the persons particularly addressed ; 
meeting, but was not in membership with Frienili. 
She told me the exercise of her mind, and that sh* 
had strong desires her state might be spoken to; and 
it was, much to her satisfaction. In the afternoon,. 
we rode eighteen miles to a tavern, but could no( 
have lodging there; — so we got lodging at a church 
minister's, (so called,) who lived near by, an" 
very kind to us, as were also his wife and dau^ 
tera. 

Next day we rode to Boston, and had a meeting 
On our way, passed through Roxburj, where 
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law scenes of desolation, the buildings being much 
'iefaced. In the afternoon crossed the river, and saw 
the hill on which the English army and the Provin* 
cials had had a battle. We also saw the place where 
Charlestown stood, and had been a pretty large 
town; but now presented a scene of desolation; — 
not one house was left standing, but all thrown 
down. Such have been the destructive effects and 
calamities of war, in that place. 

Then, taking Lynn monthly meeting on our way, 
we went on to Hampton, where we attended the 
select Quarterly meeting on seventh-day, the 13th 
of the month. The Quarterly meeting ended on 
second-day following, and the next day we were at 
^ a meeting at Newtown. Then, taking meetings at 
Newberry, Almsbury, and Dover, we reached Elijah 
. Jenkins' at Berwick. Next day, being first-day, at- 
tended two meetings there; then travelled two days 
to Royalton, where we had a small meeting; being 
a newly settled place. The house we lodged in was 
covered with bark, and the meeting house was a 
mere shell made of boards, admitting plenty of air, 
without door or window, and the green grass grow- 
ing in the house; which rendered it pleasant in 
f warm, dry weather. But the people here, as well 
I as at other places, are too much at ease, and their 
inward state too much resembles their outward wil- 
derness situation. 

In the afternoon, we rode twenty-five miles to 
Stephen Morrill's; next day had a meeting at Fal- 
I mouth; and the day following, a small meeting with 
Friends, at a remote place, called Windham. Re- 
tnmed to the same place, and lodged — then attend- 
ed a monthly meeting. In the evening we went to 
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vi>it ft Friend who was a blacksmith, and had thai 
my horse. He was willing and desirous to do 
■ of cost; of which when I was informed, it turned in 
my mind to say, How much kinder are some mea 
to their friends, than to themselves? Not feeliii| 
easy to accept it, and on thinking about the man, it 
came into my mind that he loved strong drink loo 
well, and that I must go to him, and give him Ihff 
money ; which I did, and took an opportunity to tell 
him what had opened on my mind concerning him, 
beginning with these words: It may seem slrangs 
to thee, that thy proposing to do me a kindneiV 
■hoirld be the first inducement to my paying thee « 
visit. And so went on, as things opened in mj 
mind; — warning him to refrain from his evil w»y. 
It was a remarkable time, — divers Friends being, 
present; and I believe most were broken into tearir 
as also a young woman, not of our society. He sp- 
pearcd to take the visit kind. My companion like- 
wise had something to communicate. 

After staying first-day meeting at the same place 
we returned to Elijah Jenkins', and had a meeting 
at KiUera. But I was so unwell, that I lay at S 
friend's house near by, till about the time for meet- 
ing to conclude. I then felt a strong draft to got^ 
it, and suddenly had strength given me, so that I 
thought I felt as well as ever. Rut in returning 
from the meeting, I was again very unwell, yet rodB 
five miles in a carriage, crossed a ferry, and lodged 
at Hope Seaman's. After which, getting better, "^ 
took one meeting in our way, and went to LWj 
where we had a meeting. In several of these la'' 
opportunities, my exercise was as great as I though*' 
could be borne; being under a pressing concern ^° 
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KHind forth judgments to the people. This was a 
Teiy great trial; being very backward about pro- 
dtiming any thing of this nature; therefore sat un- 
to the weight of it till meeting was almost over, 
bdbre I cleared myself. 

Next day had a meeting at Joshua Fulsom's house; 
where there appeared some of those people called 
Binters; and one of them stood up, after I had spo- 
\tUf and said that which I had spoken was the truth; 
ind she went on to speak fawningly, by commend- 
ing what I had delivered, and saying she was in 
Qaity with me. But upon hearing some of her first 
Words, I was struck with a sense that she was in a 
Hinting spirit, and felt a necessity to bid her sit 
down. Yet she went on a little longer; and one of 
ker party (I was told) muttered privately about it 
in the meeting. I had not heard before, that there 
were any of those people in the parts, nor had I 
eyer before seen any but one. She stayed after 
nieeting to discourse with me about it, and said, the 
Lord was no respecter of persons; and that they 
whom he sent to preach, must preach. I told her 
^the Lord had not sent her, but that she ran of her* 
.Mf, and was out of the Truth, and in a ranting 
S]Hrit She said she spoke the truth; and it was 
whtt I had said. I told her she was like the false 
pt^hets, who, though they said, the Lord liveth, 
yet swore falsely. She over and again, asked how 
I knew these things. I told her, I was sensible, be- 
ctnse I felt it to be so. Also, at the close of the 
luting, I stood up and told Friends and the people, 
^ that woman which had spoken was out of the 
^th, and in a wrong spirit; — that I had no iofor- 
YoL, VL— 18 
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nation^ nor knew meh a |>erMm wm m autb; Vk] 
wai constrained to leare it as my testimoay. 

When I hid cleaTBd myielf, I and other Fiia eli 
withdrew into another room, to get rid^her vMS^- 
teeing she was all mouth, and 1yd no ean io liM 
I nnderstood afterwards that she had come tifdfi^r 
turb Friends' meetings before, when stfangeni wM; 
there, and Friends had several times qpoken to Mlj 
about it ' . - 

From thence we went, next day, .aboiit 
miles, to Hails-town, a newTy settled place^ 
were at meeting there on ftrst-day. Then trai 
on to Salem, and attended monthly meeting 
so continued our journey to Fr^awn,' when^i 
the meeting, I was concerned to put them in 1 ' 
of an awakening day, which was coming, itk 
jbdgmeni would be poured forth, and chi 
for rebelling ag^aihst Ood. It was a very full 
crowded meeting, and divers very grand lookiog 
people. I fully expected opposition from some of 
them, but did not meet it On the contrary, one very 
fine man among them would fain have us dine with 
him. He was one who had had his substance taken 
from him, for being a tory, (so called,) and maej 
others appeared friendly. We dined with one who 
^•as not a member. He was very kind, and would 
not have any thing for our entertainment, though bs 
had kept a public house. He had been educated ia 
the Presbyterian way; but for some time he declined 
going to their worship, and said he would never go 
any more, in the mind he then was. He told us 
their ministers preached up war, and said God would 
be angry with them, if they would not fight for li* 
berty. But he said he was convinced that all wars 



NEW ENGLAND. 207 

itod fightings were wrong, and contrary to Christi- 

Next day we had a meeting at Long Plain in the 
morning, and another- at Rochester, in the after- 
noon; in both of which I was silent. We then went 
on to Bedford and lodged. Next morning, setoff 

. for Nantucket, but turned back for want of wind, 
and went to a preparative meeting at Aponegansett, 
where we had a good deal of service. Next day, 
we tried again for Nantucket, but the wind was 
ahead; so turned back and stayed till the following 

[• iky, when we reached there about one o'clock at 

Bight. The day after, we attended a burial, and 

were at their morning and afternoon meetings, on 

first-day; then entered on a visit to ministers, elders, 

and overseers, in which I had exercising labour. 

We stayed upwards of a week, visiting families, and 

were at their monthly meeting. Then returned to 

the main land, and so on to Tiverton, where we had 

a meeting, which broke up before I was fully clear. 

But I rose and spoke what was on my mind, and 

the people stood and would not go away. There 

were many soldiers at meeting, and one of them, 

after they went out, said, he wondered why they 

tkoke up meeting so soon, for, said he, ^' I know 

;BOre. about Quaker meetings than to think it time 

rto break up; for we should have had another ser- 

[■on firsf This I thought might be a lesson of 

iction to Friends, to give strangers time to 

themselves. 

. We then attended a meeting at Taunton, the 

ithly meeting at Swanzey, and so on to Provi- 

[fbnce. Lodged at Moses Brown's— then had meet- 

^jpp at Cranston, Greenwich, and Scituate; also at 
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the widow Elizabeth Aldrich's, Upper &nd Lower 
Smithfield, Uxbriilge and Mendon — then' returned 
to Moses Brown's at Providence. 

[An nccouDl of the renuinder of this journey is mmting; tiMUfh. 
it is likelj thej returned prttly directly home, having visited neirlj 
■11 tiie iDcetinga that were then in New Enghind.] 



Phebe Speakman's Voyage to England, and 
Travels throvgh England, Ireland, fyc. 

On the ISth of the 5th month, 1796, I embarkct 
■ for England in the ship Susses, Philip Atkin, coro* 
mander. Had the company of Deborah Darby sod 
Kebecca Young, who bad been on a religious visit 
to America, and were returning to their native land: 
also, Samuel Emlen and William Sayery, of Phila- 
delphia, and Sarah Talbot, of the same monthly 
meeting as myself. Our being passengers together 
was to our mutual sntisfaction, and we were favour- 
ed to maintain great harmony, during the voyage, 

We landed at Liverpool, on the ISth of the Glh 
month; had a good passage, though at two difTerent 
times it appeared awful, by reason of high sea and 
hard winds, when things in the cabin were thrown 
in almost every direction, but it did not last long. 
Moat of us were sea-sick; but our captain was kind, 
and we had every necessary accommodation; so that 
under a sense of humble gratitude to the Father of 
all our sure mercies, we could acknowledge how 
kindly he had dealt with ua. 

We were taken to the house of Robert Bensoo; 
he and his wife were exceeding kind to us, and we 
attended several meetings in Liverpool. On third' 
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day, the 22d, we were at the monthly meeting held 
at Manchester^ a large town, about thirty-seven miles 
from Liverpool. We rode through several villages, 
and a large town called Warrington, with a very 
beautiful country, though not quite so highly culti- 
vated as I expected. On our return we passed near 
twenty miles on a canal. The boat, drawn by two 
horses, I thought^ was as long as the vessel we came 
in, having a large cabin, kitchen, and parlour, with 
plenty of glass windows; also a place on the top for 
passengers; and would carry about two hundred and 
thirty. The canal is wide enough for two such boats 
to pass each other, — and many of divers kinds we 
met, laden with different articles. It is a great ac- 
commodation to the country, which is thickly set- 
tled. 

After visiting several families in Liverpool, on 
the 23d, Sarah Talbot and myself set sail for Ire- 
hnd, and had a good passage of about forty-eight 
hours. Landed in Dublin, and were kindly receiv- 
ed by our friends, William Chapman and wife. At- 
tended their week-day meeting, to a good degree 
of satisfaction; and visited divers Friends and their 
fainilies; also were at their morning and afternoon 
meetings, on first-day. On second-day morning, set 
olBr towards the North, and rode through a beautiful, 
well-cultivated country, with regard to agriculture; 
having some stately buildings, and abundance of low 
huts, with thatched roofs. 

During this journey, we were informed that the 
Romans and Protestants were at great variance: so 
that, as to outward things, prospects here are very 
gloomy. It seems as if the inhabitants who know 
oot the government of the Prince of peace, are at 
18* 
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tfa« point of killing one anothBr. Many robberiM^ 
are commilted, divcra houses have been burned, and 
there is much plundering one another. But it is iaii 
fear prerails, so that little is done in such casejlo 
put a stop to them. Many soldiers are under arms, 
and what may be the issue, is unknown. If kind 
Providence do not interpose, it looks likely tlut 
(roubles are near at hand; but I have hitherto been 
preserved from fear of them. 

On our way, we lodged at a friend's house, who 
told us that his brother had been robbed in his own 
house, in the night. They took a considerable eurfl 
of money, and almost strangled him, by a cord round 
his neck; which broke, or he said he thought they 
would have taken his life. It looks like a very 
gloomy time in Ireland, on several accounts. 

We travelled on through divers towns andvil- 
lages, to Rathfriland meeting, which is made up of 
three families of Friends. Thence to a meeting it 
Moyallcn. Dined at James Christy's. He keepsa 
blecch yard, and has the finest garden I ever saw, 
with an orchard and green house. These are kepi 
in order by three gardeners; and the whole is a beau- | 
tjful place. Near this meeting house, a friend wis I 
lately robbed of a considerable sum of money, and ■ 
other goods. Many other robberies have been com- 
mitted in these parts; but, it is said, the magistratei 
are afraid to bring them to justice. Some who have 
endeavoured for redress, have been threatened with 
having their houses burned, and several building* 
with two mills, have been burned down. 

At Hillsborough we had a meeting, to whiel* 
about five families belong. It was a time of visitf 
tion, I believe, to pome of them, and to some not 
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it our profession. Thence to Lisburn meeting, 
^ieh was small, bat considerably larger than the 
lMt,and favoured with the extension of Divine good. 
At this place, we attended a school for poor Friends' 
diildren, greatly to our satisfaction; I think I have 
sever before seen a school so well conducted. There 
ate twenty-three boys and twenty girls, who are all 
boarded and lodged in the same house. They are 
kept steadily to meetings; and way is made for 
many of them to attend the monthly meeting, which 
ia tbout seven miles distant Many Friends, of good 
circumstances, have their children schooled from 
home^ and they are not suffered to come home, for 
ftns together; both the parents and tutors thinking 
tbit it is better not to unsettle them in the pursuit 
of their studies, by visits at home, during the time. 
We saw them at dinner, where a solemn pause was 
olnerved , and we had a very comfortable opportu- 
nity with them. In meetings they also sit with great 
sobriety and steadiness; and I wish to see such order 
UBong children in my own land. 

Next day, we rode five miles to the monthly meet- 
iiigi Things appear but low among them, yet I hope 
tWe is rather a revival, and that divers are under a 
Mfely concern for the prosperity of Truth, and whoso 
Wtepcise, I trust, will be regarded by the Master of 
^mbUes. Rode to Lurgan, attended their month- 
ly meeting on seventh-day, also their morning and 
. *ftemoon meetings on first-day; at the latter of which 
ftere was a marriage. On second-day, returned to 
John Hancock's, at Lisburn, and next day, to an 
appointed meeting at Belfast, for the inhabitants of 
ft»t town. It was held in a Presbyterian meeting 
l^mse, where was a good deal of preaching, and the 
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people Bs quiet as ia usual with them. Theai 
Antrim, utid lud^il at Gervas Johnson'a. i 
which, lisd a meeting at Grange, with a few Frf 
and olher people, to pretty good satisfaction. ] 
day, had a small, and not very lively mcetidj 
Ballynacree, mostly not Friends. On first-day 
tended morning and afternoon meetings at Colefl 
a town towards the north point of Ireland, ne# 
«ea-coasl, which appears more pleasantly aitn 
than some others. I 

From Colerainc, we passed through several tol 
to a meeting at Toberhead, where there is m'\ 
son in membership with us, hut some of the del 
danls of Friends reside there. I iboiisht th^ 
aembled the lost sheep of the house uf Isr.ieU| 
we laboured earnestly for their help, though^ 
prospect appears gloomy. Next day had a me« 
ftt Grange, near Charlemount, to a good degre 
eatisfaclion. The day following, in eompanyl 
Joseph Nicholson, attended Richill monthly m 
ing; but did not find that true riches were pleoti 
ly possessed by the members. They are, too gt 
rally, much departed from that strength whicl 
the support of the righteous; and are unabh 
transact the affairH of Truth to'reputation. C 
labour was bestowed, in order to rouse them « 
lay to heart their condition, and that Ihey migh 
more faithful, in future, to cleanse their own ho 
so as to become qualified for labour in the chun 
Many of our friends, both in Ireland and Engl 
have their minds much turned towards other pec 
vrhodo not profess with us; and have large nieeti 
fading great openness amongst them. Our Air 
can friends, I understand, both in England and 
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Mtion, are much exercised to travel in this way. — 
mdeed, I often think how many times we have been 
that the feet of the messengers would be turned 
er way, even to the highways and hedges, to 
r in the halt, and the blind, and the lame. This 
Ithinkf is now remarkably fulfilling: and Oh! saith 
^Ij soul, that the children, who may, in a sense be 
firiled the children of the kingdom, may take good 
t ked unto themselves, lest they should be cast out 
It is for these, in a peculiar manner, that my mind 
11 concerned ; yet it would be comforting and con- 
soling tq see those who may be compared to the 
itones, raised up as children unto Abraham, espe- 
cially when I consider how precious the souls of all 
toen are. And, whether the fields be already white 
vato harvest, or the ground only preparing for the 
ised, — I believe the honest, devoted, and sincere la« 
boarers will receive their wages, and gather fruit 
lato everlasting life. May these be preserved, to 
ImU on their way, being supported by that invisible 
, End which only can sustain, and in the end, give 
I tittt crown of righteousness, which is laid up in 
itoie for them that love the Lord, and serve him 
with a perfect heart 

We next had meetings at Coot-hill, Ballymurry,^ 
Athlone, and were at the monthly meeting held at 
Moate, which is a large town. After which, had 
liieetings at Birr and Roscrea. At the latter place, we 
Were in company with a woman, ninety-seven years 
tf sge, who rises at eight in the morning, and sits up 
wl seven in the evening, without lying down; for she 
i^ys it spoils people to lie down in the day time. She 
^d see to read without spectacles^ but by reason 
of a stroke of palsy, is unable to walk. Thence, by 
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Montrath, to Ballynakill, and had a meeting, « 
poor as any I thought that we had met wilh. Next 
day, to Moiintmclick, where we met with Miry 
Ridgway and Jane Watson, greatly to our comroit 
The day following had a meeting there, the largest 
we had seen for some time; but ihe labour bestowed 
was very close. That afternoon rode to Rathangan, 
fourtct^n miles. Here Jane Watson belongs; and we 
attended their monthly meeting, which was middling 
large, but wants more fuilliful labourers in it. We 
remained here till seventh-day, and visited all the 
families of Friends in the town. On first-day were 
at two meetings at Edenilerry, Next day had i 
poor, small meeting at Timahoe; where wc laboureil 
in a very close manner, in order, if possible, to awi- 
ken them to some sense of feeling; whi^h seeraed 
to have some effect, for Ihe present. After which, 
lodged at Francis Mclcalf's, and had an opportunitj 
to hand out a little advice, they being newly mai* 
ried. Thence to Thomas Jackson's, at Edenderry, 
and next day attended their meeting, where was » 
marriage. 

From Edcnderry, we rode twenty-eight miles to 
Dublin. Here, I proposed to rest a little, and batha 
in the sea, in order to try whether I could recover 
s little more health and strength, being very weak 
and feeble. After remaining a few days at a friend'l 
house, by the sea-side, near Dublin, Sarah Talbol'i 
mind being turned towards the north, and to visit 
people of other religious professions, while mine 
leemed much confined to our society, — we laid the 
subject of our parting, and of her concern, before 
divers solid Friends of Dublin monthly meeting, 
wtlQ encouraged us to keep to our own prospectl^ 



d although it was a trial to us both to part, yet as 
1 believed it was best, we gave up to it, and I re- 
Tied to William North's, and to my bathing place, 
itU w^y might open for my leaving Dublin. The 
riends with whom I lodged, were exceeding kind. 
:ere I met with our beloved friend, Samuel Emlen, 
lit landed from England, and we were mutually 
lid to see each other. 

I attended all the meetings in Dublin, as they 
iune in course; till, at length, Mary Bewley oflTered 
5 accompany me, and we set out for Wicklow, 
^ich we reached in the evening, and had a meet- 
ihg there next day; also one in the evening at Bal- 
liN^cree, and a comfortable one at Enniscorthy in 
Bie forenoon — in the afternoon, I was silent and felt 
euy. After this, had a satisfactory meeting at Coola- 
dine, and another at Randal's mills, in the afternoon. 
Next day, one at the Forrest, where many appeared 
tender. Thence over, and in sight of several beauti- 
ful bridges, constructed by an American, we came 
to Ross, and had a silent meeting there. Taking 
Kilconner and Carlow, where we had meetings, we 
ttine to Ballitore, and had a satisfactory opportunity 
Vifli the children of Abraham Shackleton's school. 
Bid also a public meeting there, as also at Athy, to 
^bich came several of the town's people, who be- 
W?ed soberly. Thence to Mungo Bewley's, at 
Mountmelick, where I attended their monthly meet- 
iog^ Mary Ridgway being like a mother to me. — 
Went next to the Quarterly meeting at Edenderry, 
vriiere things appeared very low; but ability was 
given to labour earnestly for the recovery of those 
jhat were remiss in their duty; as well as for the 
oeouragement of the sincere-hearted amongst them; 
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that no they might arise ami repair the waste plaei 
of Sion'i walls, and make up the breaches, throug 
which such desolation appeared amongst ihera.- 
Msny minds were affected, and I hope the iabou: 
will not easily be forp;otten by some. But I fsft 
weak, when I think of the work yet undone, and 
my own (inlitness to engage t 
bare been helped with a little h 
to be truly thankful. 

I feel my silting to be in low places; and belien 
Ihe Seed eannot be visited, hut liy those who labour 
for a reformation and restoration descending into 
deep baptisms. May I he preserved, to fill up in 
allotment, in the line designed; so that at lasf 
may be received within the gates of that city, i* 
which I above all things desire to enter, even whew 
the wicked cease from troubling, and where liif 
weary arc at rest. 

On tlie 9th of the 10th month, 1796, we journey- 
ed on toward Cork, where we lodged at EdwanI 
Ifaltoii'a, and next day attended their monthly meet- 
ing, to pretty good satisfaction. Next to Bandon 
meeting, which has but three members belonging t* 
it, one man, one woman, and a girl. Returned IB 
Cork, and attended their two meetings on first-dij- 
On coming out of the latter, I was seized with %n^ 
coldness, followed by fever; on which account I 
was confined at Edward Hatton's, two days. Stf 
out an fourth-day, and was at Youghal meeting (X 
fifth-day. Thence we travelled partly through > 
mounUinous country, and partly through a beauti 
ful glen, where the mountains on either side wer 
reckoned near three hundred feet high, part of thei 
being corered with oaken timber; and at the foirf 
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ans a small rapid river, whieh tumbles over a rocky 
Mttom, and occasionally is increased by falls of 
Mer from the mountains, sometimes sixty feet in 
kight. The scene was very beautiful and grand; — 
tto- road winding, so that vast mountains were still 
t^ing to our view, through the glen: sometimes 
He passed close by the side of the river, and level 
ifilh it, at other times, from twenty to sixty feet 
4bove the water; so that riding on the edge of such 
a precipice, with a river below us, appeared formi- 
"tlible; yet this was little to what we met with after 
lotving the glen — still vast mountains and more 
in^tful precipices pres6nted themselves. This was 
tile appearance of the country along the road, for 
about nine miles — then we came to a level of near a 
mile, on the top of the mountain, near which was a 
tof;, altd a small lake. Arrived in the evening at 
Joseph Jackson's, and next day, had a meeting at 
Garryroan. Thence to Clonmel, and attended their 
fcfe and afternoon meetings. Then, taking Water- 
ford Qtiarterly meeting on our way, we arrived at 
DubliD, in time to attend the Half-year's meeting 



Here, I met with Samuel Emlen and Sarah Tal- 
fet, and we attended the Half-year's meeting to- 
(ether. Hitherto, I have had satisfaction in my low- 
Y movings, and my desire is to be approved of God, 
ftxMn Dublin the following letter was written, dated 
fte.26th of 11th month, 1796. 

Dear husband, — I have been desirous, for some 
time past, to inform thee how I get along, with re- 
|u4 to time. I have gone through all the meetings 
tf Friends in Ireland; and may now inform thee 
^ I am considerably better in my health, than 
Vol. VI.— 19 
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when T left thee; but it requires great care topi 
Bcrvc it. so 33 to keep moving on; which, Ihro^ 
mercy, 1 have mostly been able to do. ^ 

I have received letters from dear Deborah Dirl( 
Bnd Rebecca Young; both kind, encouraging letteqi 
Deborah informs me of the decease of her husbaof 
since she came home, — wbloh has been a close lri| 
to her. One line in her letter is, I think, wo 
of our notice, and deserves attention; it is this; 
desire every future day of my time may be deditft 
ted to the Lord's service." I wish that Ihoa and| 
may cherish such a disposition, and feel our hearil 
so singly, and in real sensibility, devoted to hii^i 
that none of the things of this life may prevent gtf 
steady progress in the path of unresei-ved obedientfr 
Although it is a strait and narrow way, the tnott 
we walk m it, the more cause we see for coatinuiaf 
in It. 

May the God of all consolation and comfort bc 
with, and strengthen thee, now in my absence, il 
the sincere desire and supplication of my heart.-— 
Also my concern is for our dear children, and ihwr 
growth and establishment in the Truth, I greallj 
wish that you may strive to excel each other in 
love, in goodness, and in kindness. Then, the loviD( 
kindness of our blessed Helper will be your help 
and support. May you wait for that power whici 
can quiet and still the mind, when tossed as on tbt 
tempestuous ocean, and who, when he seeth mwt, 
can say. Peace; be still. This all-pervading worf 
can allay all the stormy billows from without,"' 
from within, and can effectually send sLrengdi £roO> 
his sanctuary — efficaciouB, powerful, and saving h^V 
cut ofZion. May you, with myself, more and mO** 
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experience a being anchored and fixed in him that 
holdeth the winds in his fist, and spanneth the hea- 
Tens with his hand; — who can preserve us in times 
of greatest trials. When our faith and patience may 
be nearly proved, he is able to keep us steadfast and 
unmoved, upon that Rock which can never be sha- 
ken. May we earnestly endeavour to steer our 
whole course toward that desired and undisturbed 
re^, where the wicked cease from troubling and 
where the weary are at rest; and where I hope we 
mdy all arrive, if we patiently abide the turnings of 
the Divine hand upon us. 

My son, my dear little M. I am concerned for 
thee, and desire thou may be more and more con- 
cerned to do what is right in the sight of him that 
made thee. Then will the Lord love thee, and do 
thee good. I desire that thou may, above all things, 
serve thy Creator now in the days of thy youth. — 
Shun bad company; — which will, if followed, turn 
thy feet out of the paths of true peace and real hap- 
piness. My son, contemplate ofi his works and fear 
to offend thy heavenly Father; and thou wilt find 
him to be a counsellor to thee in all thy difficulties. 
Strive to be meek and lowly; and do not easily take 
offence at any, neither give just cause for any to be 
offended at thee. So mayst thou escape much dis- 
quietude, that might arise from a disturbed mind. 
Do not think it hard, to be admonished and control- 
led by those that love thee. Sobriety and quietude 
■re beautiful in children, and lovely in the sight of 
their Maker. I want thee to be a child of the Lord's; 
always bearing in mind, that he has given thee all 
things that thou hast need of; while there are thou-^ 
lands of phildreui in this land; who have scarcely 



Sopd orraimeBt'to Mpply their need. Thou hnb 
•nd'iniT bars all dut a good child stands in need 
oC I friab UiM to be sensible of this great favour, 
andtiuakfal for it, that the blessings of the Almigh- 
^ my hb oonfsmd upon ihee. I fear, leat than 
^uld be too uomiadful of him that is good in all 
thiaga. If vte i^mhiBI meet again, and Ihou should 
walk in the^rayi of goodness, it would rejoice my 
heart, and make it glud. Mind thy learning, aod 
attend to it with cart. We are willing to give ihea 
opportuaity, tod wiih thee to mak^ good use of tha 
time which tbou but to go to school. I am thy i(' 
fcifitioiMte mother, Phebe Sfsakman. 

After viiitiog a aombS of Friends' families in 
Dijibliii, jmd haying meetings at Balteboys, Balliton 
and Carlow, I eotend on a family visit at Wate^ 
ibrd^ OD the £th of tUc 12th month. But the servioe 
was delayed on account of my indisposition, being 
about a month quite confined to the chamber, and 
sereral days, at divers times besidea, At length, 
however, it was accomplished to my own satisfac- 
tion; and we left Waterford Ibe 1st of the 3d mo. 
1797. On the 3d reached Isaac Jacobs's at ClonmeK 
I was much indisposed, but was enabled to attend 
their monthly meeting. This is the place in which 
Sarah Gruhb's school was kept, and It is still kept 
up by Isaac Jacobs' wife. Robert, the husband oi 
Sarah Grubb, deceased since my being here before. 
He was then very pleasant; but soon after, was taken 
away by death. 

After staying about four weeks at Isaac Jacobs'!, 
who With his wife and large family were very kind 
to me, I went to Joseph Jackson's. He is (juitq 
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Hinid, but yery active, and seems resigned to his 
4tuation. Here I remained about three weeks, be- 
i&g attended by a skilful physician, and was so far 
improved in health as to return to the Quarterly 
kBieeting at Clonmel, about twelve miles, with an 
oxpectation of going back with the Friends. But, 
mthe course of attending the sittings of the Quarter- 
ly meeting, my mind was turned towards Dublin 
tgdo, which I reached in three days travelling, be- 
h% seventy-five miles. My health was still poor, 
bdt I was enabled to attend all the sittings of the 
Yearly Meeting held in Dublin, except one, to my 
owil humbling admiration and encouragement. It 
^as a season wherein Divine Providence furnished 
ability to labour in most of the meetings, to the re- 
lief of my own mind. Left Dublin the 12th, and 
landed at Liverpool the 13th of the 5th mo. 1797. 
Here we parted with our beloved friend, Gervas 
JohDsan, who came with us from Dublin, intending 
for a religious visit to Friends in America. 

On the 15th we set out for London, and reached 
there the 18th, a distance of two hundred miles. — 
Here we met with George Dillwyn and wife, David 
Sinds, Thomas Scattergood, William Savery, and 
Beojamin Johnson. I was prevented from attend- 
ing the meeting of ministers and elders on seventh- 
%i through indisposition, but attended most of the 
•ittings of the Yearly Meeting afterwards. I felt 
^kness in myself, and was sensible that it prevail- 
^ in the meeting; so that I did not eat much plea- 
**Dt bread in the course of it My little line of la- 
**our was in a more close and searching manner, than 
. **nie others; yet as it was what I believed was allot- 
W me, I was not discontented, hoping preservation 
19* 
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wmU attend me. Alter wl^d^I1^ttMi^^^ the BWifc ! 
I7 lelett meeting, and tlwee xiooliily me(Btiafi^''Wv 
•ides seTeral tittingi. 10 Friends'. ftBhilieai, ^ilH^. 
which, strength was given me to diiicbaige-iiij4d|f^j 

I stayed pome dayr,.attiMidnq^meetipg%lMii^^ 
about London — and^ somethe pijHia jtdbuui l(^ 
Tery searclyfngi though not wlthJMit'' eoo<etatie!H#] 
the true Israelites. But it was shown^hpw JsngrtlW] 
it is for the Lord's people to. join or mbriritk'ilM 
enemies,— how it endangered good JehosbsfiiMflll 
joining in league with wicked Ahah;«^HSitd heMT^aM 
rowly he escaped -the arrows of the arefaers. ftmij 
also declared^ how necessary it is ibr isniel tb^hWi 
alone, and not^ to be reci^ned among the.^iiatiMa| 
After this I was at a numl>err of monthly^ mestlnfi] 
not far from London, where Friends appeared. tStli'l 
improving in care and concern for -the ri{^ eieftiil^ 
of the discipline, while there stfll remains modi 
weakness among them. But as there <is a more faith- 
ful dedication of heart, which I hope a number, both 
of the youth and others are labouring for, I had a 
comfortable hope revived, that there will be a gra- 
dual growth in Divine knowledge; and a qualifica- 
tion will bo received for maintaining the dignity of 
meetings for discipline, in a right authority, both 
Yearly, Quarterly, monthly and preparative meet- 
ings. A right discipline will also be maintained in 
families, and then, I have no doubt, a more gloridos 
day will succeed, and the church will be brought 
out of her wilderness state, leaning on her Beloved^ 
like that described, "fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners." 

The gracious designs and intentions of Divine 
Providence concerning Jerusalem, is, to make her 

I 

i 



XNOLAND. 223 

the beauty of nations, and the praise of the whole 

. earth. Although the work seems retarded in its 

[ 'progress, through the unfaithfulness of the visited 

, thildren, both amongst us and other professors of 

•ihe Christian name, so that the -great cause of pure 

fdigion does not go forward in so conspicuous a 

laanner as would be the case, if faithfulness to God 

'and one unto another was more lived in, — yet may 

that day be hastened which was spoken of by the 

F ]irophets, when ^^ nation shall not lift up sword 

, tpinst nation, neither shall the people learn war 

lay more;" — when the kingdoms of this world shall 

become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. 

Then may all come to know, to their unspeakable 

eomfort, that there is but one true Shepherd and 

one sheep-fold, into which all that enter can lie 

down in safety, and none can make them afraid. 

I continued with Sarah Harrison, visiting month- 
ly, Quarterly, and other meetings, till the 29th of 
6th month, when I took leave of her at Uxbridge; 
die apprehending her labours in this land nearly ac- 
complished. It was trying to me, but as I endea- 
voured to gather into stillness I felt resigned, and 
ftooght I should be glad of her being released, if 
eonsistent with the Divine will; she having had a 
long and exercising time here. Sarah went on to- 
wards Liverpool, where she expected to embark for 
her native land; and I attended a meeting at Emmot 
Skidmore's, Rickmansworth, being the first that I 
bad. appointed in England. Then visited the meet- 
Wg8 at Uxbridge, Wandsworth, and Staines; also, 
bad divers opportunities in Friends families, which 
were as visitations to some of the youth, who ap- 
P^r to be under tlie forming hand for service in the 
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itord'g house, if they steadrastly abide Die day of 
hia refining. 

My iicallh being stili poor, I returned to hortdos, 
and when able alteiided meetings, aJso visited John 
Townsejul, ivho had been in America on a religioai 
visit, nnil had a comforl.ible season with him. H« 
appeared ijinoccnt and lively, but somewhat impair- 
ed in his fdcuhJes. On the I7th of 7th month, with 
AnivCrowlcy as a companion, I set out from Lon- 
don, ill iirdcr lo proceed to Scotland. Thomas Seat- 
lergood, George Dillwynand wife, and .some olher 
frieniia accojnpanying ua as far as Tottenham, where 
we had a strengthening time together. Next day 
had a mectinj; at Hertford, where we saw the widow 
of Samuel Spavold. In the afternoon, another at 
Ware; both measurably favoured, consideHng the 
low state of things. 

We then pursued our journey, taking meetingaal 
Nottingham and Ackworth. At the latter, new' 
three hunilied scholar.s were present, and it was a 
pleasant siglit. Here we met with William Savery, 
and Mary \\'atson from Ireland. In the afternooB 
we went with the committee to see the childrenS 
lodgjing rooms, their dining and school rooms, with 
other things about the school and buildings. Nest 
morning were at the girls' reading schools, and their 
schools for working needle work, and spinning; but 
I was not well enough to attend the spelling and 
grammar scbools. At 6 o'clock in the evening, wsJ 
at a meeting appointed by William Savery, for peo-" 
pie not profi^ssing with us, which was large, and a* 
time of favour. Next day, came many poor people- 
to receive meat or money, ivhich Friends distributed, 
to the amount of about ten guineas. I was invited 
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to go and see them, but being very unwell, declined 
it, and sat alone while the rest went In this retire- 
ment I was comforted, through Divine favour. After 
Bome time, a friend came and told me they had just 
dropped into silence, and asked me to go. I felt a 
.willingness; and was taken under the colonnade, 
where a friend was speaking to the people. When 
the bad done, I felt my mind engaged to speak; and 
I believe it was a time of visitation to many of them; 
tears flowing from their eyes in a remarkable man- 
ner. I felt sensible of the love of the heavenly 
Father towards them; for which I was thankful, 
though very much spent after the exercise. 

In the afternoon we set off to Buxton, in order to 
bathe in the waters there, to see whether, through 
the help of Providence, I might receive any relief 
therefrom. Lodged at Nathan Dearman's; and next 
day attended forenoon meeting at Sheffield, but I 
was too unwell to go to that in the afternoon. Next 
morning paid a visit at Thomas Colley's, and felt 
much sympathy with his wife, she having been con- 
fined to her bed much of the time for two years; 
but appeared resigned. Reached Buxton, and found 
many people there on account of the waters; but 
we had a room to ourselves. No Friends reside at 
Bnxton, yet meeting with several there on account 
of their health, we concluded to have a religious op- 
portunity in our room, on first-day. With two 
Friends who came from Sheffield, to see and sit 
with us, we were, eleven in number, and I hope it 
was a profitable meeting. We often had to take our 
meals with more than thirty others, none of whom 
were Friends, but all behaved towards us, with great 
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^TiUly» and some of them with remarkable kin*- 
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A public meeting'was held for the inhabitants, it 
which were Thomas Colley, and John Hoyland and 
wife. It was large and satisfactory; Thomas haFing 
good service therein. On leaving Buxton, we went 
by way of Sheffield and Doncaster, nbout peventy- 
sevGii miles, to Lindley Murray's, near York. We 
b< were at some meetings on the way, and next day 
t had one at York; also went to see our friends in 
J prison at York-caslle; and had a comfortable oppor- 
tunity with them, as also at Friends' school in the 
1 evening. 
' There are seven Friends imprisoned at York, and 

I one Friend died in the prison, some time ago; but 
the rest wfere not permillcd to accompany the corpse 
to the grive, PJotwithstanding their privalions, it 
was a comfort to us, that they had been enabled so 
nobly to bear their testimony, and to sacrifice both 
their liberty and estates for the sake of the cause of 
Trnlh; which remains to be as precious as ever to 
BOme, though many who make profession thereof 
may, through unfaithfulness, add to the burdens of 
their faithful suffering brethren; and those who do 
so, will find it to be of greater moment than some 
of them are willing to believe. 

Lindley Murray has not been able to walk much 
more than two or three yards at a time, for about 
ten years past. He sleeps well, and has a good ap- 
petite, — sits up the whole day, but is no more able 
to speak than to walk; as he can only whisper a 
few words at a time. He and his wife arc both 
natives of America, and are very kind. Lindley at- 
tends meetings very diligently, and I think, adds to 



ll^e weight o^ them. He is rolled in a chair with 
wheels^ to his carriage^ and thence to his seat in the 
meeting house. He is a comely, good-looking man, 
middling tall and well proportioned; but a wonder, 
by being so much deprived of the u^e of his bodily 
powers. Yet he is active in mind, and very useful; 
having plenty of the things of this world, and being 
possessed of ability cheerfully to do good therewith. 
I was glad in feeling so comfortable with them, in 
their apparently tried state, but I thought they were 
much resigned to their allotment, and appear to be 
patterns of patience. 

We next had meetings at Scarborough, Whitby, 
Castl^tOHi Gisborough, Yarm, Darlington, and Dur-* 
ham, some of them laborious, searching seasons, but 
I hope profitable. Had several family opportunities, 
in which I felt comfort and satisfaction, and have a 
hope that lasting impressions were made on some 
minds. Thence to Sunderland, Shields, and New- 
castle, where our dear friend William Hunt, of 
^Carolina, departed this life. My health continues 
feeble, though some better than in time past. But 
I. am favoured to feel no great anxiety about it. If 
I am but preserved in my place, I doubt not, all 
will be well; for I am not serving a hard master, 
but one who, I trust, will take care of me In every 
respect, if I on my part am found fully relying 
upon him. Notwithstanding this is a probationary 
state, which I do not expect to get beyond, while 
continued in time; yet am I sometimes favoured to 
look beyond it, and hope these light afflictions (which 
are but momentary) will be instrumental for good. 
Having a degree of this sustaining hope, I am made 
willing to endeavour to run the race that is set bo« 
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fore mcy with patience. I have often had to admire 
how I have been helped to get along, with so little 
anxiety, on my own account, though under diven 
bodily afHictions. But I am desirous of filling up 
that part of the sufferings which are assigned me, 
for the church's sake, as well as to bear what is 
needful for my own refinement; and am made wil- 
ling to give up pleasant things (or things that would 
be pleasant if enjoyed with an easy mind) for the 
sake of true peace. And though I often think my* 
self one of the least, employed in the great Master's 
work, yet, if worthy to be employed in it at all, I 
think it a great favour. 

On the 12th of the 9th month, 1797, we set off 
for Scotland, with Joseph Birbeck and Antonia 
Claphan, who accompanied us to Edinburg. On 
the way, we attended Kelso meeting, to which only 
one woman friend and her two daughters belongi 
We attended their two meetings at Edinburg, on 
first-day, and next day, accompanied by Alexander 
Crukshank we rode forty-three miles to Glasgow. 
Only two men, and no woman Friend, belong to 
this meeting. And though it appeared trying to go 
so far to so small a meeting, yet we did not repent 
it, for we had renewedly to believe we were in our 
places. This afternoon we met with our dear friends 
Sarah Harrison and companion, on the road. It 
was a trial to have so little opportunity together, 
but after conversing awhile, we went on and reach- 
ed an inn, in good season. Thence, through several 
towns, we rode about a hundred and twenty miles 
to Aberdeen, and thence fifteen miles to John Wig- 
ham's. He was in America on a religious visit 
His wife is a valuable minister, and they have some 
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hopeful children. We felt very comfortable there, 
after so long a journey from amongst our friends. 
Next day, attended their meeting at Kilmuck; which 
I believe, was to some an encouraging, comfortable 
season. We had also^a public meeting in the even* 
ing, which, I trust, was profitable. We next had a 
meeting at Old Meldrum, to a good degree of com- 
fort Visited several sick persons, and returned to 
Kilmuck meeting: but I was taken so ill that I was 
obliged to leave it; having had the ague for several 
days. Recovering a little, we went to Aberdeen, 
' and had a meeting; which was not so comfortable 
as the other two, yet we were favoured to clear our- 
selves in a plain, searching communication to the 
lukewarm and careless professors, — had also a word 
of comfort to the tried travellers. We then rode 
fourteen miles to Stonehaven, and visited two an- 
eient women, members of our society. Thence, 
through Inverbervy to Montrose, where we had a 
meeting with a widow and her daughters, they be- 
ing all the members belonging to that meetings and 
a memorable opportunity it was. 

The Ist of 10th month, we travelled seventeen 

miles to Dundee; took some refreshment, and had 

an opportunity with a seeking man, at the inn; with 

^ which we felt satisfied. That afternoon we rode 

twenty-one miles to Perth; where two seeking men 

came to see us, and we had a friendly time together. 

: Next day reached Edinburg, and were kindly re- 

I eeived by George Miller and his wife. Here, we 

i met William Savery, who was going farther into 

Scotland, ^ild had a public meeting appointed at six 

o'elock in the evening, which we attended, and it 

a satisfactory season. We also attended Friends' 

Voi. VI.— 20 
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meeting on fifth-day, in which I had a relieving tii 
Another public mecllng was appointed at xls o'clock 
n the evening, which was favoured, William left 
» on Bcvcnth-day, and we stayed their morning ani 
afternoon meeting on lirst-day. 

We now finished our visit in Scotland, having 
been to the farthest parts that are inhabited bf 
Friends. My health is improved, and I have borne' 
the journey well for me to do; — feel peaceful and 
quiet on my return here; which is a favour, I deaiit' 
to be truly thankful for. We have met with good ac- 
commodations, and civil treatment at the inns where 
we were entertained, mostly, for several hundred 
miles, until wc catne annongst our friends, who re- 
ceived us very kindly, and we were comforted to- 
gether. Many of these appear much in the iono- 
coney and simplicity. I thought them quite aa 
the kingdom, as many who appear to shine more in' 
worldly wisdom, grandeur, and riches. On seein{ 
the example of these poor Friends, and feeling so 
comfortable amongst tiiem, I sometimes thought I 
could enjoy myself in a way which might appear 
mean (with respect to the things of this world) 
more comfortable manner, than I had thought of be- 
fore. Although I have long been senaibie that hap- 
piness does not consist in any enjoyment which tht> 
world can afford, yet 1 had not so clear an idea, hoff 
comfortable a real christian may be, with having 
only a few things, (or what might generally be W 
sccounted) when these things are sweetened by Di- 
vine love. How diflercnt it is with those who pos- 
tess abundance, and have still so many wants, and. 
feel so little thankfulness for the blessings received, 
that they render themselves less happy, and mors ' 



SCOTLAND. 231 

unworthy of that peace which the world can neither 
give, nor take away. 

Although we wanted for nothing, amongst the 
people of Scotland, yet we saw they had not such 
abundance of outward delightful things, to be ac- 
countable for, as many others. And yet Scotland 
is a beautiful and very fertile country, in most parts 
which we passed through. There are some of the 
most curious buildings in it, that I ever saw. In 
Edinburg are houses, some ten, twelve, and fourteen 
stories high: and many of them are said to contain 
as many families in one house, as there are stories. 
This must needs make the inhabitants very nume- 
rous; so that as there are so many cities and large 
towns, I have wondered, at times, how they are 
supplied with the necessaries of life. But we have 
seen a great plenty of good things in most places. 

The memory of dear John Pemberton remains 
fresh and sweet in the minds of many in Scotland. 
He did, indeed, leave an open door for others to fol- 
low him. Many of the inhabitants appear friendly, 
and are desirous Friends should have meetings with 
them; and I hope that many serv.nnts will be quali- 
fied and sent among them with the glad tidings of 
the gospel of peace and salvation; — and that many 
' of them will be effectually turned from darkness to 
light, and from the power of satan unto God. There 
are many who are wandering as sheep without a 
shepherd, who, in due time, may be gathered unto 
Christ, the Shepherd of his sheep. For the Lord is 
dealing bountifully with the children of men; and, 
whether he is pleased to work immediately, or in- 
strumentally, it is to prepare the ground of the heart, 
to sow it witb the seed of the kingdom^ and to causa 
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it to grow, and bring forth fruit to the honour of his 
own name, anil the salvation and welfare of all those 
th&t love and obey him. To him alone belongetli 
sll the glory and praise of his own %vorks. 

It 19 a day in which the feet of the messenger! 
are, In a remarkable manner, turned unto the " high- 
ways and hedges." There are, I think, at this timflt 
about a score of Friends, in England, Ireland, and 
Scotland, who are thus employed; and whose labourt 
I hope will prove a blessing unto many seeking 
minds. Some of these appear to be dissatisfied wifb 
the waj' in which they have been educated. Mee^ 
ings held from amongst Friends are, in many placM, 
much favoured with a flow of gospel communication; 
an evidence of great openness among Uie people. 

After leaving Edinbtirg, we travelled on toCa^ 
lile, and attended meeting there on tirst-day. I 
had strength to discbarge what appeared to be mf 
duty, and 1 believe it was a time of visitation U> 
some, that I hope will prove profitable. We nest 
had a satisfactory meeting at Scolby, and a comfort- 
able opportunity with the widow Mary Sutton, 
about ninety years of age. We had likewise thfl 
company of an ancient ministering friend, Mary 
Robinson, aged about eighty-five, and though weak 
in body, she may be said to be green in old age.— 
We had a comfortable season together, and parted 
in near love. Next day had a trying meeting at 
Moorhouse. Much labour and plain dealing were 
exlended; which I hope will not be wholly without 
effect. But it may be truly said, The ways of Sion 
do mourn, because so few come up to her solemn 
feasts. Many of the professors of Truth are so much 
lettled down in a state ofeaae and stupidity, that it 
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is not likely they will be so aroused, and so profit- 
ably awakened, as to join in the labour, and with one 
consent build a house to the honour of the great Name. 
Yet we hope, in time, there will be a revival; — 
the visitation will be extended to a young genera* 
tion, for their help, and some of them will be more 
feithful than many of the present generation have 
been; which is indeed the desire of an exercised 
remnant amongst the Lord's servants^ 

Next day were at Bolton meeting ; in which I 
had close things to speak, and I trust it was a re- 
newed visitation to some of the revolting children, 
for whom my mind was deeply engaged; and I hope 
the little spark of life which remains, may be kin- 
dled into a flame, so that it may not become wholly 
extinguished. The day following, I had further 
close laborious exercise, at Wigton; yet near the 
close, the language of encouragement flowed freely 
toward the sincere in heart, and I believe it was a 
itrengthening time to some. We were next at Car- 
Hie monthly meeting, to the satisfaction and com- 
fort of many; and I hope the labour bestowed will 
not be wholly lost. The next day had a poor little 
meeting at Kirkbride; and a trying one at Holme 
the day fpllowing. There seemed to be little of the 
Kfe of true religion to be felt. But we had more 
eomfortable and satisfactory opportunities at Allon- 
bv and Mary port. At the latter, the slothful and 
iflaolent were remarkably addressed to the arousing 
•f some of them, for the present; — the mourners in 
f SioB were greatly encouraged,, and the weak handa 

ineasarably strengthened. 
We lodged at Jonathan Drury^s, whose wife was 

a natiYQ of Scotland^ and had fornucrly been a sol- 
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dier'8 wifc,ediic»ted in the way of the Presbyterianj. 
Her husband left herj but she, rollowing him.ciine 
amongst Friends, with a young child, and wis in 
need of asaisUnce for her support. la this situation, 
the was convinced of Friends' principles; and, be- 
ing faithful thereunto, she received a gift in the ni- 
nistry, in which she approved herself as one Uut 
needed not to be ashamed. She travelled in many 
pans of Great Britain and Ireland, with the uni^ 
of her friends; and now seems oomfortable and green 

We next attended Pardshaw monthly meeting, 
and a meeting at Whitehaven, where we met witii 
Sarah Talbot and her companion, Sarah Shackletoa 
from Ircbnd, to our mutual satisfaction. We then 
returned to Pardshaw, to an appointed mcetingt in 
which, I was conceited to treat largely on the dan- 
ger cf the Lord's people joining with those that hwl 
forsaken him. This was illustrated by mentioning 
the danger which good Jehoshapliat was in, of losing 
.^is life, by joining in the confederacy with ibfl 
wicked king of Israel, who had forsaken the Lord, 
had hated his prophet, and joined with the faliie 
^prophets. But when Jehoshaphat cried out, thfl 
Lord helped him. As our society has been laid low, 
by joining with wrong things, so, if under a sense 
of danger, there is a crying unto the Lord, I believe 
help will be aCbrded. My companion, Ann Crow- 
iey, was led much in the same line, and in handing 
•ut encouragement and consolation to those whOi 
■ensible of their danger, were engaged to seek rights 
ly for help. It was a season, in which the extend- 
ings of Divine regard were manifestly afforded. W« 
next hada ewnfortable meeting at Graysouthen, an<l 
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another in the evening at Broughton. Lodged at 
John Hall's. 

On the 1st of the 11th month, had a small, poor 
meeting at Isle. We then visited Friends at Guil- 
ford, Terrill, Penrith, Strickland and Featherstone. 
The last was attended by many not professing with 
os; some of whom appeared to be under religious 
exercise. I believe it was a merciful visitation to 
these; for whom heart-felt prayers were publicly 
ofibred, that they might be continued under Divine 
regard, and brought forward so as to experience 
sanctification and redemption. We then attended 
1 meeting at Aukland, where were a few Friends, 
tnd many who were not members; the public service 
seemed chiefly to these. When the meeting closed, 
I desired to see Friends by themselves, and was led 
to speak in a close, plain way; for my mind was 
clothed with concern on their account My compa- 
nion being unv/ell, I left her, and went to Gisborough 
monthly meeting; returned in the evening, and was 
well satisfied with my day's labour, though trying 
to nature. Was also at Stockton monthly meeting, 
and a meeting at Roundton, in which I was comfort- 
ed amongst the few Friends there. W^ent to Robert 
Taylor's, where I was gratified with seeing a num- 
ber of dear John Pemberton's letters; yet some pa- 
ragraphs were moving, in which he mentions his 
tried path, and that many Friends could not feeling- 
ly dip into sympathy with him in those deep trials 
he had to pass through. Isaac Taylor, son of Robert, 
had accompanied him through Scotland. He also 
tttA to us an^account of John's visit to Holland and 
Oermanyi and of his conclusion and happy end^ 
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13th month lit, 1797. My mind being favoured 
and quiet, is often filled with thanksgivings for the , 
many mercies which the Lord, the great Preser- 
ver of his people, has been graciously pleased t» 
confer u]>on nie, a poor unworthy worm, OfteD hu 
my soul been brought into admiration, on consider- 
ing how he has helped me to discharge what he re- 
quired at my hands. He has opened my vvay,eveB 
so as to cause me to marvel at his goodness; for he 
"has filled and emptied, as it pleased him. Mayl 
ever dwell under a humbling sense of his favouri 
bestowed, not only on mc, but on his people also, 
whom he has often walered, causing the celestiJ 
showers to descend upon the thirsty soul; aad, it 
times, he hns abundantly fed the hungry soul with 
the bread of his kingdom. He has also plentifully 
poured in the wine and oil, lo the healing of the 
WOtlnded spirits; and, in great mercy, has he oftett- 
times called unto the revolting and backsliding chil- 
dren, pointing out to them the way lo tlie city of 
*>est; and also showing the danger that attends 
those who persist in disobedience, or sit down at 
ease in a state of unfitness to enter into the rest pro- 
• pared for the I'ighteous. 

On the following days, were at Elmslie, Sutton, 
ind York meetings. We also went to see the Re- 
treat, a house where deranged persons are kept 
They appeared to be as comfortable, we thought, a» 
--they well could be, in such a state of mind. Tfiej 
appear to have every thing convenient, and many 
of them expressed gladness on seeing us. We tlw« ' t 
» Tisited Friends' school, and had a precious opportth i 
sity with the teachers and scholars; We also visited ' 
divers places till we came to Hacsey, where we bti [ 
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m very crowded meeting; many were standing all 
the time, and many could not get into the house, 
although no notice was given, save to Friends. But 
other people seeing us going, crowded in abundant- 
ly; yet all were remarkably quiet, and I trust it 
was a favoured meeting. The people are so desirous 
of being at our meetings, that it is di£Scult to get an 
opportunity with Friends alone. I hope many will, 
in time, be gathered as from the east, from th': west, 
from the north, and from the south, to sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heayen. We next attended a monthly and select 
neeting at Hull, in which we were shown the ne- 
cessity of deepening in the root of life. Oh! may 
J ever dwell where ability is received to centre in 
pure resignation to the Divine will; that so, neither 
heights nor depths, things present nor to come, may 
ever be able to separate me from the love of God; 
which I desire ever to prefer before all that can be 
enjoyed without it. 
Afiter this we had a favoured meeting in the town- 
hall, at Beverly. Wonderful is the love of the Al- 
mighty to his poor creature, man: my mind is hum- 
Ued under a grateful sense thereof. We then re- 
' tamed to York, and attended the Quarterly meeting 
there. The select meeting was held in the evening, 
M.also a meeting for worship, which was large and 
Kdid. Next day rested at our kind friend Lindley 
Murray's, where many Friends came to see us, and 
4e were comforted together. 

The Ist of jthe Ist month, 1798, rode to Darling* 
btt,'and attended the select Quarterly meeting there^ 
fhat evening, in which I was favoured to relieve 
1^ miodx in a plain, close wayi reniin(lin|{ tho 
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nembert of the importance of their stations, and 
the need of wpighliness of spirit; also showin 
danger there is, \es1 any should be found tvanting^ 
when weighed in Ihe balance, either at such a meet- 
ing, or as an individual. Next day were at the 
Quarterly meeting, which wns a season of renewed 
visitation and favour. We also felt a concern to it- 
tend the men's meeting for transacting the business, 
and had a relieving time. In the evening was a large 
public meeting, many of the inhabitants attendii 
We were also at their meeting on iifth-day; in which 
I was enlarged to my own satisfaction; and I hope 
it was an awakening, arousing time to some, as well 
as a season of encouragement to others. But not 
finding ourselves clear of the place, we stayed their 
first-day meeting, and in the evening had s large 
public meeting there, — the people being very quiet, 
and greatlyjatisfied, for aught that appeared. We 
also stayed and attended a meeting on third-day, 
appointed for our dear friend James Graham. After 
this, had a favoured meeting at Ruth, and went 
our way towards Ayresgarth, taking a preparative 
meeting, which was made up of three particular 
meetings; but only nine women attended and about 
as many men. The Divine presence was felt, to the 
tendering of the hearts of most present. 

After a meeting at Ayresgarth, we went to Jo- 
seph Wctherald's, at Bainbridge, where three meet 
inga met together, -on first-day — namely, Bainbridgei 
Counterside, and Hawes. They appear to meet cir- 
cularly, all together on first-days, though h»W » 
meeting at each place on week days. After attend- 
ing these meetings, we were ni Garsdale, where the 
house is floored with (lag stones, — and also theg"!" 
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lerieSy which were very wet and damp, so that my 
limbs were very soon affected therewith; — my com- 
panion also felt the effects of this sin^^ular kind of 
place to meet in. But through favour, we were 
marvellously supported, and preserved from the con- 
sequences that we anticipated from this exposure. 
We were at Kendal on first-day; and in the after- 
noon, at a public meeting, appointed for Charity 
Cook and Mary Swett, whom we met here to our 
comfort. 
Some of the meetings we have been at, of latter 

- time, have been trying seasons, but others more fa- 
voured. Things are low in many places, and there 
. is great cause for mourning: yet, I believe the testi- 
mony of Truth is gaining ground; and that there 
ire many more concerned for the maintenance there- 

^ of, than has been the case fur some time back: and 
this affords a degree of comfort and consolation. 

On the 1st of the 3d month, we were at Lancaster. 
After being at several other meetings, attended that 
at Settle on first-day morning; wliicii was a remark- 
able time. Also at a burial, in the evening, which 
.was largely attended by many people not of our 

^ fociety: so that the house could not near contain 
them. It was an open, favoured time. Went on 
to Lothersdale and lodged at John Stansfield's. He 
1i one of the Friends who had been im])risoned at 
York, for more than two years. Another of the 
fiiends who suffered with him, came and spent the 
'evening with us. We felt very comfortable with 
them; and I thought they had gained much more 
ly their faithfulness, than they had lost by their im- 
inrisonment. Oh! the different feelings from what 
nfl^y would have been, if through unfaithfulness, 
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they had complied with the unrighteous demandf , 
for which Ihey were cast into prison. Next day, ^ 
had a favoured opportunity amongst them, there 
being present four of their wives, and the widow of 
one who deceased since their release; and who hod 
his goods taken from him the day hefore he died, 
being very ill at the lime; yet the priest went on 
with his prosecution. The language of encourage- 
ment was handed forth, and the name of the Al- 
Biighly Helper of his people, was magnified ood 
prni^cd, 

1 feel that which makes me willing Id spend snd 
be spent for the sake of the great cause. Iseel 
can do but little for olherti; but hope on my own 
account, 1 may be preserved, so as lo obiaio a place 
where the weary are at rest. And though it is hot 
hope, yet it has been as an anchor and stay, at times, 
to my tossed mind. I have had many tilings to try 
me; and haV6 endeavoured patiently to pass thro' 
these trials. I have felt desires that the instrumenis ' 
gf some of my causeless afflictions may also attain 
to such a peaceful close, as is desirable for all man- I 
kind. ' .1 

Oh! that we were all enough desirous to do alK ■ 
the good we could, both on our own account, and 
for the help one of another; that so salan, the grand 
enemy, may be defeated in his purposes of making' 
mankind the unhappy instruments of one another's 
affliction. Then would there be such a unive^al 
harmony and concord, as would make this world 
and its inhabitants nearer resemble the sweet socJM' 
ty of saints and angels. ' 

7b be eonlinutd, ti 
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Now 6.] FIRST MONTH, 1835. [Vol. VI. 

SOME ACCOUNT 
Of the Life and Travels of Phebe Speakman. 

(continued.) 

The Lord is not wanting, on his part, to do great 
things for the children of men. I fully believe he 
18 doing great things amongst the inhabitants of this 
land. The people^s minds Seem very much turned 
towards Friends, and many large and favoured meet- 
ings are held amongst them. During the time of 
silence, they behave with great solidity and sobriety. 
The meetings are often filled with gay people, and 
aometimes their priests; and I have sometimes fear- 
ed lest we should not be able to exalt the testimony 
of Truth, in having such meetings. But, to n)y 
humbling admiration, they have proved very satis- 
factory, and the people appeared to be well satis- 
fied. 

The last day of the 4th month, 1798, we went to 
Leek, thence to Uxeter, Tam worth and Birmingham. 
At the last place, I accompanied Sarah Lynes into 
the market place, where she preached a considerable 
time^ in two different places. The people stood 
very thick, and remarkably quiet; I think I never 
experienced a more awful solemnity. Some of the 
people were very much reached, and tendered. Oh! 
how remarkably are the feet of the messengers turn- 
Vol. VL— 21 
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•d, M to^e hi|^wrri«nd 'ka^ea. If pcxw Sngc 
~ land do not improre liy th* rtunifbld mercies boAffff^ 
•d, it roMj be feand.tha haathea will rise up in jo^ 
meat tgaiDSt it May the bidden guests amoi^ 
ua iriw hare bee^' long ealled, be warned,- lest it 
abould be determined ftat tbey wbo have been excti- 
■ing themaelTea from' coq)M|Siahould not taste of litt. 



5th mo. tstb. I have oinr iMtti «early two yettt 
^ in Eaj^d a^ Ireland^ — moeh amongst Friend^ 
^ tfaoarii Bometimea hv* bad large meetings amongit 
' ^ <!^tas, peQQl^ • M«ii|r of theoe apj>ear very desirout 
' f of atteiidug P^enda' iMeting^to that the hcuwi 
^* are oftea very full, wd^any tines can not contain 
^ jt Ue pavpie by MTenTfmndreda. In such casea, large 
«'' *«gmb^ hare iltood oift of dooif, and been very still 
and ^uieL^Mao^ fpppar very.ierious, and some, 
mucli'' affected «H ttteroO. ^Qiere is, genenlljF, 
'- much more operineaa amongst them, than amoi^'^ 
Friends; and those who are sent to others find it so. 
But my line seems much confined to Friends; and 
I have often sat meetings with lesa than ten in num- 
ber, and have been at several, where there have not , 
been more than four or fire members, belonging to 
the meeting. I have often sat as amongst the cap- 
tives, where the harp has been hung on the wil- 
lows; — scarcely a breathing cry to be felt. Indeed, 
I have thought it would be a great favour to feet a 
living, breathing exercise of bouI. 

But Oh! I have often thought my situation some- 
what resembled that of the prophet, when he was 
brought into the valley that was full of dry bones; 
which having viewed, and been queried with, "Can 
these bones live?" his answer was, "O I,ord, thou' 
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knowesf He was then commanded to prophesy 

. unto these bones; and the effect was, that there was 

a shaking, and, after divers operations and prepara<^ 

tions, the wind was commanded to blow upon them, 

1^ and the breath of life entered into them, and they 

stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 

So, I have been given to believe that this would be 

&e case with our Society. For, though there is 

great dulness and dryness amongst some, yet I do 

believe the hope of Israel will be rev'ved, and the 

longs of Zion will yet be sung in the height of the 

mountains of Israel. 

Notwithstanding this is a day, in which those that 

- visit the Seed must lie very low, in many places, 

md scarcely find any living faith; yet, in other 

places^ there remains a living remnant, and in some 

meetings, among the twos and threes gathered to- 

I gether in his name, the heavenly Visiter condescends 

^ to iul&l his gracious promise of being in the midst 

\ nit them. With these we have had comfortable 

^ meeting^; and my mind is thankful when I can feel 

■ tasy with visiting my fellow-professors only. While, 

P^t the sam^ time, I can be glad that other servants 

E and handmaids are sent unto those who do not pro- 

If fess with us; many of whom, I have no doubt, will 

be gathered into the true sheepfold of rest, of which 

Christ is the Shepherd. And Oh! saith my soul^ 

tnaj this work be hastened for the elect's sake. 

Many precious meetings I have sat amongst peo- 
ple of different persuasions who have come together; 
and I believe the sincere-hearted of the different 
naaies to religion, have been edified and comforted. 
Bat still, I feel a choice to be amongst my own peo- 
]^, when I may, with peace of mind; for I long to 
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see the return of their captivity, and rest in thell^K 
and belief it will be the ease with them, whether 1 
may live to behold it, or not. 

We were at divers meetings on our way to Lod- 
don; which we reached on the 18th of the 5th mo. 
and attended the Yearly Meeting, which concluded 
on the 30lh. I hope to gain instruction from &t 
opportunities afforded. There is undoubtedly much 
rubbish to be cleared away, before the house can be 
builded to the glory and honour of him that is i^ 
calling his people out of captivity, and commandiag 
them to build a house to the praise of his great name. 
The Yearly Meeting was large and quiet; but my 
mind longed for a greater degree of solemnity and 
solid weight, than was, at times, experienced. The 
wisdom of man is striving to mix, so as to build a 
house, in part, on its own foundation; and that wis- 
dom which sailh, "I lead in the way of righteoM- 
_ nesa, in the midst of the paths of Judgment, that I 
^ may cause them that love me to inherit substance," 
' is striving to build on its foundation. As these are 
opposite, the one to tiie other, there must be a sift- 
ing, and a separating more from leaning on man's 
» wisdom, before a house will be erected to tlie name 
^ of the Lord, which he will fill with his glory.— 
I . There is some solid wheat remaining, and some 
•% chaff which must be winnowed out. I believe the 
work is going on by the hand of the great Master- 
builder, who can both lay the foundation, and hii 
hands can finish the work. 
• All of us American Friends on this side the water, 
were at this Yearly Meeting, (David Sands exeept- 
« cd) I hope in the line of our religious duties. Many 
Taliants of this nation, among whom, I think, a" 



ENGLAND. 245 

all that I remember^ who have visited America and 
are yet living, have attended; yet it could not be 
said; at all times, that Truth was in dominion, and 
reigned oyer all. But, it was cause of thankfulness 
that such a measure of best help was afibrded to bear 
burdens and travail under them, breathing for the 
prosperity of Zion, and for the enlargement of her 
borders, at a time when many harps are indeed hung 
upon the willows. Yet I do believe the Lord is on 
bis way, and will, in his appointed time, make Zion 
(hia church) the beauty of nations, and Jerusalem 
the praise of the whole earth. Well, then, may all 
those whom he hath chosen to work in his vineyard, 
be faithful in what is required at their hands; for 
the slothful will not find it an availing excuse, to 
say, **thou hast reaped where thou hast not sowed, 
and gathered where thou hast not strewed." For 
he has abundantly sown where he has not reaped 
fruits, worthy of his acceptance, — and liberally 
strown, where he has not gathered. But the pro^ 
ducts of the vineyard in many minds, upon which 
he hath bestowed abundant labour, have been, when 
he hath been looking for fruits, only wild grapes, 
which he will not accept. 

My mind is humbled in me,, when I consider of 
what importance it is to myself, and to mankind 
universally, to know what kind of fruits we are 
liringing forth. I am feelingly led, greatly to pity 
those who have been designed for happiness here, 
aad a glorious immortality forever, that they should 
he striving, or willingly contributing to the making 
•f each other very miserable while here, (which is 
bnaentably the case with many in Britain, at this 
fine) and I fear heeeafler also. Ohl how sorrowful ! 
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May we be preserved in the pure fear of the Lonl, 
which ia a fountain of life, and will, as it is abftde 
in, preserve from the snares of death. 

I think I never viewed the state of our society, 
with more anxious concern, than since my last con- 
ing to London. The discipline in many places need) 
more attention. And I apprehend those who sw 
rightly qualified to engage therein, will pretty much 
resemble the little army which Gideon had, that only 
lapped water as a dog lappeth. I hope there will be 
such raised up, tried and equipt, who will encounter 
the hosts of the enemies of God'a Israel; and who 
will, notwithstanding the fewness of their numben, 
and the abasedncss of their appearance, be enabled 
through Divine aid, to lay the axe both to the root 
I and branches of the corrupt tree. For there is some- 
I thing which greatly retards the work from making 
^ such progress as might be cspected from the mini- 
fold calls extended, both unto us, and unto many 
I others among Ihe different professors of Christianlt)'' | 
There is a search wanting in the camp, and the eamp ' 
needs to be cleansed; for, until more of this voA , 
i s done, I fear there will not be much advance itiii^- I 

in know my own heart, I am averse to anyg"" 
ing forward in their own unsanctified will and wis- 
dom, or in their own strength, to meddle wilh the 
Lord's work; for such as do, let their preteusiom ^ 
be what they may, will not advance the cause, but 
will, in the bottom, love self more than the Truth- 
J am sensible while I thus write, that there is sof* 
revival of care, in many places where I have bee"' 
in regard to tho right exercise of discipline; wb'"*^ 
is some comfort; — though I am aware that there f^' 
rutins to be great weakness on this account, aln^^'^ 
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every where. There is abundance of excellent 
preaching; which, no doubt, is intended, if rightly 
profited by, for a blessing and a help. But this will- 
not, I eonceive, remove the rubbish, nor repair the 
walls which have been broken down; although they 
were set for an hedge about us. There must be 
some other work done; and those chosen for it may, 
not many of them, be in the line of the ministry; 
or not generally so: though I do not mean, that 
ministers are always exempt from having a share 
therein. If it may be of advantage, in any degree, 
to the cause of Truth, or the encouragement of those 
who may be labouring in weakness and fear, I should 
be glad, that even the nobles amongst us might be 
more and more willing to put their hands to this 
part of the work of the Lord, if thereunto called. 
But, whether this may be the case or not, there are 
many preciously visited minds among the youth, 
and many that are farther advanced in age, who are 
more awakened than in former time, to see the ne- 
cessity that exists for the support of ^Uhe law and 
the testimony. ■' May the work be prospered in 
their hands; and may the hands of the mighty God 
of Jacob be their strength. 

My mind is so nruch interested in this matter, that 
it seems as though I know not how to leave the sub- 
/ ject Although I foresee that if my line of service 
! should be much turned into this way, it will be less 
pleasing to many, than to be led in a smooth line of 
ministry; or even in a more close searching way. 
But I desire to be faithful in what I find to do; so 
that when these few conflicting days are over, I may 
obtain that peace and rest, for the enjoyment of 
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whicTk I have desired lo sacrifice all other things, a 
far as is required at my hands. 

After continuing a few days about London uid 
Tottenham, we went to ITxbridge, where my tom- 
panion, Ann Crowley's residence is. Thence, after 
attending their fore and afternoon meelingB, we took 
meetings on our way to Banbury, where we were »t 
two public meelings, and a select meetiug in tlie 
evening; — also sUyed their Quarterly meeting on 
second-day. After which we took meetings on our 
way to Northampton, where we attended the select 
.tnd Quarterly meeting. Here we met with Ssrih 
Lynes .ind her companion. Sarah was again enga- 
ged in preaching to the people in the streets. Hence 
we proceeded, and had meetings at Wigton, Hinfe- 
ley, Haverhill, Coventry, Warwick, Skipton, Sils- 
Xord, South Newington, and a number of other places, 
till we came to Colehrookdale, the residence of De- 
horah Darby; where we also met with Rebecca 
Young, anil continued several days. ' These two 
dear friends spend very little time at home; they 
are mostly going about, doing good. May their 
example excite others to greater dedication ! 

Ist of 8t!i month, 179fi. In commemorating the 
Lord's gracious dealings with us, my mind is filled 
with humble thaukfulncsa; and I can, in a gratefut 
sense thereof, and of his continued mernies, say,, 
that his loving-kindness is both ancient and' new^^ 
for which I am at this time enabled to bless his holy ' 
name. I have, of late, passed through some deeply 
trying dispensations, on account of the great d^ar- 
ture of many, who profess the christian name,, from 
' the alone Source- and. Fountain of gpo^ Yet I matf 
acknowledgje that the comfi>ttin^ consoling preseDCfii 
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»f our heavenly Father has been felt, in measure, to 
make glad his own heritage. He is wonderfully 
tailing to the children of men. Many minds, in mix- 
^ auditories, may be said to resemble the thirsty 
(round, that drinketh in the rain which cometh 
down upon it. The gospel spring flows freely to- 
ynrds. them, and the fountain is largely opened for 
Ae house of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
to wash and to bathe in, in order that they may be 
deansed from sin and pollution. Many, I hope, 
)vill avail themselves of those glorious privileges, 
vrhich are designed for them; and thus be brought 
to the knowledge of the Truth, and be saved. 

I long for our society, that they may more con- 
spicuously become as a city set on a hill whose light 
Cannot be hid; that others seei^ig their good works, 
may come to glorify our Father who is in heaven. 
May we, therefore, frequently inquire what the 
liOrd is requiring at our hands, and be so fully de- 
voted to follow him, that no desire of ease, or of 
being obscure, may hinder us from showing our- 
■dres on the Lord's side. Although this may, at 
times, occasion us many conflicts, from which a 
more obscure life might exempt us, yet let us count 
nothing too near or too dear to part with for the 
pBpePs sake. I am glad in believing that the Al- 
mighty is on his way, and will turn and overturn, 
J until he come to reign whose right it is, both in in' 
fividnals and in the kingdoms of the world. 

Taking Shrewsbury monthly meeting on our way, 
^e went on to Bromyard, a small meeting, where 
not one married person belonged. Thence to Tewks- 
Wy and Cheltenham— dined at Mary Barret's, who 
toW US she often sat by herself at the time of their 
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week-dsy meeting. We then went on toTTsS 
worth, which I thought was the most beautiTuI pli 
I had seen. We also had an evening meeting 
Painswiek,— lodged at Daniel Robert! 
dantof John Roberts, his wife, a daughter of J( 
Thompson— they were very kind to us. After thlil 
wo went on to Wales, having meetings — and werf' 
at the Welcfi Half-year meeting, where we agailt, 
met Sarah Talbot and Sarah Shackleton. Westoyerf 
at a large inn, which had commodious rooms, 
which we held meetings. Divers other mcetingl 
we had in Wales, and on the 2d of 9th month, 
evening meeting at Job Thomas's. He bad bertT 
for more than two years quite disabled from walk- 
ing, or helping himself, occasioned by a fall from 
his horse: but he was lively in spirit, being aaw> 
ceptahle minister. After we had cleared ourselveSi 
.IoIj Interpreted the substance, or heads of what bad 
been spoken, to the people, in Welch; and they ap- 
peared to be well satisfied. 

From Wales, we returned by way of Colebrook- 
daie, Newcastle-upon*Tyne, Chester, and diveri 
other places, where we had meetings; some of them 
but dull, — others, more relieving, and some much 
favoured. We were also at Liverpool and Man- 
chester. Lodged at Richard Routh's, where we 
spent the time very agreeably with bis wife, Martii*. 
who K.id lately come from my native country, Ame- 
rica, whither she had been on a religious visit.— 
Thence, taking meetings at Crawshaybooth, M»r3- 
den and Sawley, we came to Settle, where we Stay- 
ed near a week on account of poor health; and after- 
wards near two weeks at Christiana Hustler's, who 
had been the companion of Rebekah Jonea^wheaii 

I 



ENGLAND. 251 

this country. Recovering a little strength, we went 
on, and were again at Lindley Murray's, at York — 
but my companion was taken very ill, so that Elea^- 
nor Abraham accompanied me to several meetings, 
till she recovered. Attended the Quarterly meet- 
ing at York, which was a season of renewed help, 
especially in the meetings for transacting the affairs 
of the church. There was also some close searching 
labour, as likewise encouragement, both in the meet- 
•^ ings for worship and discipline. 

On the 1st of the 1st month, 1799, was at the 
Quarterly meeting held at Darlington, to my own 
peace, and I believe, to the satisfaction of Friends. 
■ We then pursued our journey, taking meetings al- 
most every day, through Sheffield, Highflats, Brig- 
house, Halifax, Doncaster, and to Broughton, where 
We stayed their monthly meeting, which was small, 
yet it^was more comfortable than some others. — 
Rare, we were detained by reason of the snow; the 
roads being unpassable in many places. Some 
Friends who came to meeting, told us they could 
not travel on the road, but were obliged to leave it, 
and g;o through the fields; but they also said there 
were three-score men at work, on the road, opening 
it. So we got about four miles, to Joseph Burt's, 
~ the friend's house at which John Story finished his 
- course. We got on to Waddington, and had an even- 
I ing meeting; but so much snow fell in the night, 
• that we were detained on account of the depth and 
drifts of the snow for more than a week — and we 
heard of many having perished thereby. At length, 
, the turnpike roads were made passable, by great 
numbers of men cutting the snow out of the way. 
We got on to Brigg, where only five Friends com- 
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posed the meeting, and were agiin deUined by the 
mow, yet felt comforlable, Friemis were so very 
kind that it was made much more easy for us to get 
forward. We went on to Gainsborough, where the 
binksof the river having broken, raised such a flood, 
that they could go with boats in the street. Here, 
we were also detained, till, by tho breaking of ths 
banks in another place, the water was drawn off ths 
road, so that we could travel. 

On the 23lh of 3d month, we returned to Don- 
caster, where I was so unwell, that it appeared I 
matter of doubt, whether I should get much farther. 
But I felt ninch at home with my kind friendf, 
John Clarke and wife, who seemed as kind parents 
to me, .md said I should be welcome to any thing 
they could procure for me. I have abundant Esuse 
\ to say, What shall I render to the Lord for all his 
benefits? He has, indeed, been a present helper in 
every needful lime. He has raised up many kiail, 
sympathising friends, and opened their hearts to re- 
ceive me into their houses, also to administer to me 
every thing needful. Indeed, abundant are the obli 
gations I am under to him, and to his people, both 
in this land, in Ireland, Scotland, and Wales; for in 
all places 1 have found brethren and sisters, housed, 
and every accommodation that this poor body had 
need of; for which, and at! the many mercie 
ceived, 1 desire to be thankful. 

After about three weeks, I was able to travel, and 
attended the Quarterly meeting at Leeds, on the 
B6th of 3d monlh. Here, 1 met with dear Thomai 
Scattergood, to my rejoicing. He had been i 
dantly bound in London; but was much favoured la 
several of the sittings of this meeting, there being 
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seven in all. I stayed here till the 12th of the 4th 
month, and had opportunities with all the Friends 
in the station of ministers, elders and overseers, 
separately. We then had a meeting with them all 
together; and afterwards, with such as are concern- 
ed in support of our Christian discipline; and lastly, 
with the meeting at large. In this service, we were 
joined by our friend Christiana Hustler, which was 
t great comfort to us. I then felt easy to go on, 
being still weakly; but was enabled to attend the 
Quarterly meeting at Nottingham, and thence to 
Derby, where we sat with some people, not mem- 
bers of our society, who met in order to perform 
solemn worship, in silence. After this, Mary Tate, 
who had been my companion for about three months, 
left me; having travelled together in cordial friend- 
•hip, we parted in mutual love. After which, in 
company with Charity Cook and Mary Swett, took 
ft number of meetings, till we came to Findon. Here 
Charity and Mary left me, and I had the ague for 
four days. Recovering a little, I went on and had 
meetings at Oney, Newport-pagnel, Hog-sty-end, 
Hemel-hempstead and Uxbridge. 

I desire to be so loosened from the world, and so 
entirely dedicated to the service of my God, that 
every remaining day of my life may be so devoted 
to his disposal, that I may continue to run with pa- 
tiehce the race which is set before me; looking un- 
to him who is the Author and finisher of the saints 
fiuth. May I so run as to obtain the prize, and gain 
the crown. Then, whether the time of my sojourn- 
bg here may be longer or shorter, nothing can befal 
me which will counteract the gracious designs of 
Divine mercy and goodness towards me. To say, 
Vol.. VI.— 22 
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from a feeling seAse, I know that my Redeemer 
tiTeth, and because he liveth, I live also, is a Male 
moit desirable to attain. I have been made thank- 
ful in being in thia land) and am persuaded my 
coming here will not be in vain; at least, on my 
own account; therefore desire to stand in resigna- 
tion, waiting for the accomplishment of the will of 
Koy heavenly Father, concerning me. 

Prom Uxbridge, went on to London, and attend- 
ed the Yearly Meeting; after which on the 14th of 
6th month, 1799, having my dear friend Anna Man- 
ser for a companion, I left the city, and went W 
Tottenham. Visited divers meetings, during ibe 
■ummer and autumn, in the western counties of 
England. After a few weeks travelling, A. Mibmt 
returned home, and Mary Tate again joined me ai a 
companion, and we attended the meetings in Nor- 
folk, Suffolk, Sussex aud Surry. On the 8th of 12lh 
month, accompanied by Elizabeth Townsend, visit- 
ed the meetings in Bristol, in the morning at ten 
o'clock, and at six in the evening. After the Quarter- 
ly meeting at Bridgwater, where we met with Daviil 
Sands, we were at Thomas Young's, and sat with 
the children of the two schools at Mih-erton. 

On the 1st of the 1st month, 1800, were at Kings- 
bridge, where we attended the Quarterly meeting 
for Devonshire. My friends continue to be exceed- 
ing kind, which I esteem no small favour, in mj 
weakly state of health. I find no difficulty in being 
accommodated with great hospitality; though it iss 
time in which there is such an appearance of the 
want of bread, that some of those in affluent circum- 
stances eat no bread for dinner or supper, in order 
that there maj- be the more for the ppor. Notwith- 
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Handing which, it is feared many of them will perish 
br want of the necessaries of life. 

The thoughts of war, famine and pestilence, being 
now in the earth, is indeed a very humiliating con- 
sideration; and too few, it is to be feared, lay these 
things rightly to heart. Yet it is to be hoped, some 
of the inhabitants will learn righteousness, when the 
Lord's awful judgments are thus evidently in the 
•nth., I wish to learn, from day to day, what I 
ought to do, so that I may not only die well, but 
that I may indeed live so. 

We visited the meetings generally through Corn- 
will; many of them are vary small, and so few 
Friends there, that we had frequently to dine and 
lodge at the public inns. We then passed through 
Exeter, Collumpton, Taunton, Sidcott, and other 
fiioes, till we reached Bristol, where we attended 
tte Quarterly meeting. Then had meetings on our 
Wiy to Thornbury, where I was again confined 
ttitmgh indisposition, for about three weeks. The 
Wfof the 4th month, rode out to dine, and next day 
'^ at the monthly meeting at Olverston. Thence 
'^ent on towards Reading, taking a number of small 
Meetings on the way, to some of them only two or 
5^*^^ members belong. Then went on taking meet- 
^'^te till we reached London, the 18th of 5th month, 
**SHng travelled in company with my dear friend 
ibeth Townsend about eight hundred miles, in 
than six months. 
" ■ On the 19th, attended the Select Yearly Meeting. 
* informed Friends that I had nearly accomplished 
*^y prospect, of visiting most of the meetings in this 
*^«ition, and requested their certificate for returning. 
^ix Friends were appointed for the purpose. On 
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fourth-day, the 21»t, the general Yearly '^^ 
began. I attended many of the sittiogs, b 
Uken very unwell. !o this Yearly Meeting, 
Truth, in a good degree, gained the victory. 
il concludL-(i, I rested on fourth-day, the 281 
had the company of my dear friend Ann Cr 
and divers olhers. After which, visited a n 
of meetings and families in and about Lon< 
Then went on to Uxbridge and divers other 
and back to London. On the Ist of the 7th i 
joined by dear Ann Crowiey, I went to Newi 
After which, Susanna Home took me to her Is 
and I visited and took leave of many of m 
friends. About the middle of the 7lh montt 
liam Manser and wife, set out with me li 
Liverpool^ we attended several meetings i 
way, and travelled about two hundred and 
miles to our kind friend, Robert Benson's, at 
pool. The 35th, patted with my dear friends 
iiam and Anna Manser — and in the evening, 
Sand^arrived there. Next day, I went into tl 
water bath; and felt better in my health, th 
some time past. 

I stayed at Liverpool, attending meetin| 
making some friendly visits, until the 10th 
9th month, when I look leave of my kind fi 
Robert and Sarah Benson, with their valuable f 
and embarked for America, in the ship Amia 
Philadelphia. My mind felt as quiet and ea 
going to the vessel, as if only going to take : 
sant walk. This state of peaceful tranquillity ri 
ed with me, in general,during the voyage; an 
withstanding we had some tremendous storn 
mind was preserved so calm, that I could have 
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Weetly, if my body could have been still. We land* 
ri at Philadelphia, op the 14th of the 10th month, 
1800, and I felt desirous to reach my own habita- 
tioDi in as quiet a manner as might be; and which, 
n a few days, I .was favoured to do, to the mutual 
oy of my dear family and friends, as well as my- 
elf; haying been absent about four years and five 
aonths. In this journey, I believe, I was at all the 
aeetings of Friends in Ireland, Scotland and Wales, 
nd nearly all in England; and though under great 
»odily weakness, I was mercifully supported, and 
ittabled to accomplish what I had in prospect, to 
lie peace of my own mind. I can acknowledge 
vrith thankfulness, that it was the Lord's doings, 
und marvellous in my eyes. To him be the praise 
of his own works, now and forever. 

Ph£B£ Speakman. 



^following extracts from Letters^ addressed to 
Phebe Speakman j are thought suitable to form 
Qn appendix to her travels; as testimonials of 
the estimation in which she was held. 

£dgmont, 12th of the 5th month, 1776. Dear 
^end, — ^Being at the meeting of ministers at Con- 
i^rd, I heard of thy being set out on thy journey to 
^ eastward, and my friend Rebekah Wright, as a 
^tnpanion; with which I was pleased, hoping you 
^Hj be true yoke-fellows in the work whereunto 
Ou are called. 

Dear friends, as the work is weighty, my desires 
^ir you are, that you may be weighty, and dwell 
^ep in your gifts, more especially in the meetings 
22* 
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where your lot insy be cast; so that you may expe 
rience the holy Seed to arise into dominioo, which, 
I trust, you are sensible is the crown and diadem ot 
all our religious mcctingi. Sometimes I have Iwen 
afraid tliat young ministers (and it may be, some 
longer engaged in the work) in order to grattiy iba 
expectations of the people in the time of silenw io 
meetings, — have hunted, or as it were fished, for, 
vision, or for something thdt they think may plewe; : 
which may not rightly answer the end of iheit 
service. But as there is a dwelling deep with the 
holy Seed, and letting that dictate aa it pleaseth;- 
it will re.ich to the Divine witness in others, c»ny-' 
ing its own evidence with it, and conveying inslnic- 
tion, consolation, or rebuke to the auditory, as there 
is a necessity. 

My dear sisters, I desire your welfare, and in tti^ 
love that I feel, for your help I would remark t< 
you, that when in Friends' families where you ma^ 
be kindly entertained, if you remark any thing i' 
any of their conduct that Truth's testimony cannO 
approve,— you carefully advise, persuade, oradtno 
nish against it, in the gospel line; that so, you 
peace may return to you in the dischar^ of youi 
duty: And though it may be as bread cast on thi 
waters, yet it may come iip after many days. 

I think r can truly say, without vanity, that th' 
Truth and the testimonies thereof are as precious a 
ever to me. I am, in gospel fellowship, your friem 
and fellow-sufferer for the Seed's sake, 

Thomas Carleton 

Philadelphia, 5th mo. 37th, 1796. Dear friend,- 
As I midsed the opportunity of taking leave of the 
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^id Newcastle^ as intended and sought for, and having 
1 little matter on my mind, am the more disposed 
write thee a few lines thus early after thy leaving 
u. And though it may be little more than just to 
"«y be of good cheevy it may help to strengthen thy 
mind in a strange land, and at first setting out under 
tload that is easier felt than described. 

Thou appeared to me as one bending under the 
weight of the burden, and yet doubting whether 
[. tfaoaftad any thing, or any tidings worth carrying 
n great a distance. Well, dear friend, it is well to 
|opoor, and to feel our own dependant state; and 
[^ U thov keeps here, and waits from day to day for 
fresh supplies, I have no doubt but thou wilt be 
helped to visit the seed in many minds, which thou 
wilt find in low places; and though it may cost 
mtny humiliations and deep baptisms to get at them, 
yet when there, thou wilt be a comforter, and at 
Allies have to rejoice with them. 

I have been, I trust, for some years a sympathizer 
'^ith thee, and continue to feel interested in thy 
Welfare; and am desirous, now thou art set at liber- 
^y^that thou may serve thy Master faithfully, and 
follow him wheresoever he may be pleased to lead; 
^^eping the eye single to his pointings, and thou 
Vrilt do very Well, I have no doubt, and in the end 
^ favoured with the evidence of peace. 

Give my dear love to Sarah Talbot, and all in-^ 
f}uiring friends, as thou hast opportunity. In near 
Section, I bid thee farewell, and remain thy friend 
ia gofl^el love, Samuei; Smith:. 



Colebrookdale, 10th month 22dy 1796. My dear 
firiends and sisters, Phebe Speakman and Sarah. Tal^ 



360 EXTRACTS FBOH LETTSBS 

bot, — Although my varied eiigagemeDts »inct 
reluro home, have prevented my manifesting in iWia- 
way the interest I take ia your welfare, yet I hayfti 
not forgot you, nor tlie arduous work in which you 
are engaged: And amidst my own conHicts, I caa 
feel grateful to the Author of mercies for the help 
oDbrdcd you to get along, I hope, to your awn peaccj 
and the comfort of others. 

Report may hare announced my loss of an amia- 
ble and truly affectionate husband. He was removed, 
afl«r an illness of two weeks, on the 1st of the Sit 
month. I consider it no small favour that 1 wU 
permitted to be a witness of his peaceful close, sad 
to render him such services as his weak state of 
body called for. That this has been a deeply tryiog 
dispensation, will easily be felt by you; nor will 
you wonder that this added to my indisposition of 
body, so that 1 have been mostly an invalid siace 
my return home; although a late journey to the 
Quarterly meetings for Yorkshire and Laiicashire 
has been of service to my health, and I now feel as 
though I might be continued a while longer a so- 
journer in time. May every future day be dedicated 
to the Lord's service, and then I may hope for an 
endofconilicL 

I wish your arms may bt! strengthened by the 
mighty God of Jacob, to make war nobly in the 
cause of Truth; — that so, keeping your appointed 
ranks, you may have the evidence of having done 
what you could. 

Farewell, dear friends. May the guardian angel 
of the Lord's presence encamp about you, is the 
desire of your affectionate friend, 

Dbbokae DauI> 



TO PHSBK nXAKlf AN. 



261 



rlfii|iewflMiiy> 10th month 22d, 1796. My dear 
\ni—l have rejoiced in hearing of your perse- 
ice in the work before you; no doubt with the 
liebing experience of Divine goodness, however 
ilated at seasons the path may be. In the resig- 
\Uon of our wills to the Lord's will, there is a 
se known, which this world can neither give nor 
away. I sincerely desire this precious legacy 
bo yours, by a steady abiding near the Foun- 
'Of wisdom; not seeking nor expecting great 
fAut moving simply as the Light opens your 



I feel my own weakness, and well know I am a 

I; but -my spirit crayes the preservation of all 

who are engaged in the Lamb's warfare^ and 

'49li|nMi your remembrance, when an interest may 

lue granted at the throne of grace; that so none of 

the; wumts of an unwearied adversary may prevail 

a|lBBst mo, but ability be received from time to 

tboe^to lay bold on eternal life. 

Fttewell, dear friends. I am with much sympathy 

>b1 Kjgard, your a£fectionate friend, 

Rebecca YoiTNO* 



Newport, Bhdde Island, 6th month 16th, 1798. 
J^iar friend, — It has frequently come into my mind 
*• flilnto thee by way of a few lines, with desires 
*fc*t grace, mercy, and peace may accompany thee; 
^hereby thou mayst be qualified for the faithful 
^>«eharge of every duty, that the great Lord of the 
'^^irvest may require at thy hand^; so that when the 
'^Ork is accomplished^ thou mayst be favoured to 
-*^tiim to thy dear friends and connexions, in peace. 



r 
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This i» intended W come by E. C. a beloved yoaag 
sister, who is going in company with H. B. from 
New York, on a religious viail to Friends in Europe. 
1 have noi as yet seen an opening to proceed on mf 
proposed visit, with my beloved companion, lo th* 
Weal Indies; but 1 humbly trust we are waiting, 
and sland disposed that the Lord's will may be done 
in us, by us, and upon us: For, blessed be his name, 
he is worlhy of the obedient acknowledgment of 
our whole lives. Ann Mifflin has a certificate of 
Friends' full concurrence in joining Mary Betiy, 
on the like occasion of a concern to visit theW«t 
Indies. 

In the lore of the gospel, I bid thee farewell My 
dear love to our American friends. 

John Passish. 

York, 12lh of 5lh mo. 1800. My dear friend,— 
So good an opportunity offering, I feel an inclini- 
tion to address a few lines to thee, expressive of my 
Hannah's and my own continued affectionate n- 
membrance of thee. We have often heard of thee, 
since thou left York; and we were sorry mostly to 
learn, that thy progress was marked with infirmitiei 
of the body. It would be pleasing to ua to hear thit 
thy health was improved, and thy exercises, on that 
account, less trying. But this is a path in which 
thou hast long travelled; and I make no doubt thai, 
at times, these weaknesses are of small moment, and 
move thee not. When they are compared with the 
duration of that life which shall never end, and that 
happiness which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the heart of man conceived, they seem like the 
small dust of the balance, and are overlooked as 
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things unworthy of attention. Mayst thou, dear 
friend, be often enabled to view them in this light. 
Thou hast, I believe, great cause to be raised above 
tfaem. Thy dedication of heart, now in the evening 
of life; thy zeal for the honour of thy great Master, 
and the promotion of righteousness in the earth; and 
the manifold favours and assistance which He has 
afforded thee, are abundant grounds for encourage- 
■lent, and reliance on him, that he will be with thee 
to the end; and give thee an exceeding great reward 
lor the light afflictions of this transient life. 

My dear wife desires to be very affectionately re- 
membered to thee; and Elizabeth Frank also desires 
me to communicate her love to thee. I am thy af- 
Fectionate friend, Lindlet Murray. 



Uxbridge, 8th mo. 13th, 1801. My much beloved 
Friend, P. S. — Though much time has elapsed since 
i written testimonal has been conveyed to thy hands 
from mine, yet thou hast not been forgotten, nor 
have I felt any diminution of gospel love and fellow- 
ship towards thee. 

It may seem out of date to acknowledge the great 

comfort and satisfaction I received from hearing of 

thy safe arrival at a peaceful home, after passing 

through varied and many conflicts in a distant land: 

hot as this is the first time of taking up my pen to 

aalute thee, my endeared friend, since thou left us, 

it may not be quite out of season to congratulate thy 

axercised mind on a peaceful release from arduous 

engagements on this side of the Atlantic. I am often 

led to take a retrospective view of the many bapti- 

ibg, as well as conflicting seasons, which we have 

experienced together; and all that is capable of reli- 
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gious feeling within me is bowed in humble grafi- 
lude to the Author of every good and perfect gift, 
for that he merclfufly granted the blessing of pre- 
servation, and enabled us to set up our Ebenezers, 
and say, "hitherto has the Lord helped ub." Oh'. 
that this unmerited mark of hia fatherly care »nd 
preserving power, may have )he tendency of sninia- 
ling our minds to a perfect surrender of our wills 
unto his, who has sn undoubted right to form mi 
fashion the vessel according to his own good ple^ 
sure, and to make use of it when and where he seeUi 
it will redound to his honour, and the edification nt 
his church. 

According to the capacity received, my spirit wM 
dipped into fellow-feeling with thine, on hearing of 
the weighty and arduous engagement which appeareJ 
likely soon to be entered upon. Ah ! my friend, has 
it not been the frequent language of thy heart, on 
the openings of fresh duty, "who is sufiicreat for 
these things?" not finite man, in an unregeneraW 
slatel But by the operative, purifying power of 
God's eternal word in and upon the heart, we are 
enabled to magnify his name, and stir up the pure 
mind in others to a more eHectual remembrance of 
those things which are hid from the wise and pru- 
dent of this world, but mercifully revealed unto 
babes and sucklings in Christ 

It will be cause of rejoicing to hear that thou art' 
getting on safely in thy journey; and though it may 
be a very rugged one, in which thou may find it 
requires strict watchfulness to keep thy feet on the 
safe stepping-stones, yet as the eye of thy mind ii 
preserred single to the all-wise Director of his peo- 
ple, I believe he that hath, in unsearchable wisdon^ 
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]mt thee fcM*th, will condescend to go before, pre- 
pire the W2[y, and preserve thee in the midst of all 
danger, so that no stratagem of the enemy will be 
AAe to prevail. Thus, through the renewed ability 
of almighty power, from time to time manifested to 
be thy strength in weakness, riches in poverty, and 
a present help in the needful time, thou wilt be en- 
abled faithfully to discharge thy duty toward those 
UnoBgst whom thou art sent to labour; — and, haying 
finished the work assigned, in the wisdom and power 
(rf Truth, thou wilt feel the blessed reward of hum- 
Ueidedication, even sheaves of enriching peace. In 
deur love, I bid thee affectionately farewell. 

Ank Crowlet. 



Fearrog-hill, the 1st of 10th mo. 1802. — My en- 
deared friend, P. S. — ^When I remember thy kind 
BDd tender, sympathy towards me, while thou wast 
in this land, and how nearly united we felt to each 
other, notwithstanding the great disparity between 
^ in regard to religious growth and experience, I 
woQld willingly entertain a hope that this unity will 
oerer be broken. Thy cordial letter, dated the 2Gth 
of 10th month, 1800, was truly consoling to me, as 
it contained an account of all I should have asked 
<ni thy behalf, except the poor woman's being able, 
whilst thou- wast at sea, to render thee that assist- 
lOCQ which thy poor state of bodily health required. 
But aa thy mind was so divinely favoured as to have 
% trust, during the stormy seasons that were per- 
mitted, firmly fixed on Him whose power, in the 
need/ul time, thou knew was stronger than the noise 
of many waters^ yea, than the mighty waves of the 
sesi — it was enough. Even the remembrance of thy 
Vol. VI.— 23 
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being thua strengthened, in a time of outward 
has proved a little slay to my poor mind, wht 
with inwarj bufietings and storms, — when on 
of sorrow has succeeded another, so that the 
ual life could not haye been sustained, if the 
lasting arm of mercy had not been underne: 
remain thy affectionate friend, 

Eliza Towns 

U. Darby, 8th month, 1805. My dear frii 
Last night on my bed, the remembrance < 
strength of life witnessed in thy religious con 
cation yesterday, so revived with me that 1 1 
I could, in sisterly freedom, drop a word of 
ragement to faithfulness; that thou may be in) 
season and out of season, as the apostle couo 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with all longrsi 
and diligence. This "out of season," I tak 
when we may have seemed to pass over th 
time for offering, and yet not feel fully clear 
quired duty therein. I do not take up my pe 
posing I can instruct a sister, or mother, el( 
much more experienced than myself; but 1 
freedom or opening to give thee a' little Jog 
couragement, remembering the saying, " 
that hnoweth to do good, and doeth it not, 
it is sin." 

I hope this may pot appear officious or fc 
but I feel a wish thee may be encouraged to 
best foot foremost (as the saying is,) by whi 
using exertions amidst discouragements, thi 
yesterday made instrumental in strengthening 
and myself for bae. 

- ' . ? ^^ 
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BRIEF ACCOUNT 

Of the last illness, expresstons, and death qfJohn 

JB, Barker, and Selections thereon. 

John B. Barker, son of Slocum and Hannah 
Barker, of the state of New York, was born the 
84th of the 3d month, 1816. He was much, inclined 
to sobriety from his early childhood, and was pos- 
sessed of an amiable and affectionate disposition; in 
addition to which, as his years increased, his man- 
ben and conduct rendered him still more agreeable 
and engaging. Having a turn of mind to be diligent 
and industrious in attending to the domestic con- 
ceirns of the family, he became the object of pa- 
^ntal.ai^d fraternal affection and endearment, in the 
relations of a dutiful son, and a brother beloved. 
Thus^ becoming increasingly useful, not only as an 
assistant in the business of Uie family, but as a vir- 
tuous example to others, the separation that was oc- 
easioned by his removal, was the more a£Eiicting and 
poignant 

He was taken sick with an inflammation of the 
bowels, but was not considered to be dangerously 
in, until two or three days before his death. He 
bore his pain, (which at times was very severe) with 
great patience and fortitude; and while the utmost 
efforts were made by his physicians and friends to 
relieve him, he manifested all the candour and dis- 
cretion that might have been expected from maturer 
years; — and showed a readiness and quiet submis- 
sion to whatever was thought necessary to be ad- 
ministered. But notwithstanding all was done that 
could be, it became evident that all means of re^ 
storing him to health were unavailing, and that his 
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death was apparently very near. When his physi- 
cians could do no more, his father, feeling concerned 
to let him know what they thought of his conditiop, 
did, in a suitable and solemn manner, inform him 
that the awful progress of his disorder indicated that 
he had but a very short time to stay with them. 
At first he seemed a little surprised, . as though he 
had not expected his end to be so near, or his situa- 
tion so dangerous; and said, ^^Is not father too 
much alarmed? The doctor said I should get well" 

The afiSicted father, feeling concerned to impress 
the mind of his beloved child with the solemn reali- 
ties of his situation, was again enabled to tell ium 
that notwithstanding the near and dear afiection they 
all had for him, yet they must part with him; anil 
that he would fall into the hands of a merciful God. 
He then appeared to be centred in solemn medita- 
tion, for a little time, as if in a state of deep inquiiy 
within himself: after which he said, " I fear I am 
not good enough to die.^^ His father told him that 
he had ever been a good child, and that it had al- 
ways appeared uppermost in his mind to do right 
He replied it had been so, and that wherein he had 
ever done wrong, he was sorry for it. After a short 
space, in which he seemed to be in a slumber, he 
revived again, and thus expressed the concern of his 
mind for his friends around him: "I suppose I must 
die. May you all take warning by me. Do as well 
as you know how.*' There being many present, he 
cast his eyes around the room, and said, ^'You all 
know what is right; and all that is required of yon | 
is, to do as well as you know. I have always known , 
what was right." | 

Amidst the heart-rending lament^^tions of his af- 1 
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flicted relatives and friends, he possessed a perfect 
calmness and serenity of mind. To his weeping 
sisters, who were standing by him, he spoke in a 
▼cry feeling and affecting manner, saying, "My 
dear sisters, I am young to give you counsel; but I 
want you to do as well as you can. You know what 
is right;- and all that is required of you is, to do as 
well as you know." This was in the night, and he 
wished to see his brothers, who were gone to bed. 
When his little brothers, on coming to him, were 
unable to refrain from excessive weeping, he looked 
eheerfully on them, without, shedding a tear, and 
said, **We have spent some time together, and it is 
not likely we shall be together much more; I want 
^Biat you should be good boys. Don't keep bad com- 
pany — don't play with bad boys; and instead of 
playing in the streets on first-days, be at home read- 
ing your books. " Then, taking each of them by 
the hand, and bidding them farewell, such was the 
affecting sensibility of the moment, that one of the 
children fainted, and was taken away. 

Having taken leave of his near relations, kissing 
them as he. took them by the hand, he seemed de« 
sirous to fall asleep, saying, — 

" I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 
If I should die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take." 

It was not thought he would say any more, yet 
he revived again, and some favourable symptoms 
appearing, his physicians made some further at- 
tempts to raise him, but of no avail. He lived ano- 
ther day — a day of severe bodily pain; during 
which he said but little; yet at times, when a little 
9U)tre easy, observing his friends mourning for him,^ 
23* 
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be would ay, " Do not mouro for me, but give K 
up." On parting with several, lie took them by U 
hand, and silently looked at them with a count 
nance as serene and expressive of aSection, as itM 
any time in his life. His pain abated, and he be- 1 
came more easy before he died. As the solemn eIo« 1 
approached, he said, " 1 am fainting away,'' 
thus quietly breathed his last, on first-day evening, 
the 25th of the 6th month, 1830, aged foorleen 
years and four months. His funeral was on third 
day following, and largely attended by his relatives, 
friends, and neighbours. 

Blest spirit! happy in life, and happier in death, 
— thy language and example teach us, that happi- 
ness is only found in innocence and virtue. " You 
all know what is right," — thy comprehensive lan- 
guage, — simple, — plain, — yet full of meaning. Lei 
the wise teachers hear, and learn of infancy to spcat 
but what they Ajjow, and practise it. Blind leaders 
of the blind, lay down your worthless dogmas at i 
the feet of this sweet child of grace, and confess hiJ 
simple expressions to be eloquence divine. Let idle 
speculators, Jiving deep in clouded mysteries, re- 
turn and ask themselves whether they do what they 
know, and thwein find the substance which they 
vainly weary themselves in overlooking. Come. 
searchers after happiness in crooked paths, "bent 
aH on pleasure — heedless of its end," — cease tlie 
wild chase for what you cannot find; — pause onlbii 
text, and hearing, heed. It is the key to pleasure's 
richest casket, full of delightful jewels, — gems and 
pearls, — outshining far the gilded gewgaws you so 
fondly prize — come, taste the stream, from pleasure'* 
purest fountain flowing free, and own you TttWt 
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knew before, the sweetness it contained. Come, 
blooming youth! and learn your easy task — a plea- 
sant path is this — for all is plain. Come, manhood! 
trayelled far in ways forbidden, be not ashamed to 
own yourselves astray — but hither turr^y and your 
•first steps begin — speed on your way vndoubiing; 
all you need is in this short direction-^lose it not — 
**rfb w?utt you know^^ — all else is but a dream.— 
Come, hoary age, worn down with anxious toil, 
groping in darkness — " you knoio what is right'' — 
"d9 what you knoiOy' and taste the balm of peace. 

Blest are the dead, thus dying — mourn them not. 
"Mourn not for me," they cry,— -and worthy are 
their words to be obeyed, for they are healing. 
Moarn not your son and brother — he is not afar, 
but in his works still present, talking with you. — 
He ^^did iiohat he knexd*' — Immortal truth trans- 
mitting to his heirs — what a rich legacy you have 
received! ^^ Do what you know'' — and '^ mourrh 
notP^ Oh! improve it — wipe your tears; or rather 
turn them into tears of joy — your son is yet alive! 
Hasten to meet him, doing what you know. Chil- 
dren, run, — cheerful and constant in the path he 
went — "</o what you know'' and every good that 
you can ask or think, shall be supplied — and more, 
—for it hath never entered in the heart, the good 
that is in store for them that simply ^o just what 
they know, 

Mark the demeanour of this child of virtue — 
tender, affectionate, and full of sweetness; patient 
in suffering, quiet and submissive. These were the 
gifts bestowed on his obedience to what he knew — 
beginning with the dawn of life, to live — for what 
is life? The breathing clod, fast rooted in the earth, 
all bis desires bent downward — all his aim to feed 
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appetites sensual — dead, even while he lives — mere 
animal existence fast expiring — can he be aaid la 
live? Then what is lije.^ 'Tis Love, received from 
heaven, imparled to our kind. Small its begiDningi; 
little first we knoxe; suf&cient for our day is strength 
supplied — and using this adds to our strength and 
stature day by day, until a perfect image is impress- 
ed of love, joy, peace, Iong-su6Fei-ing, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance. This U 
LIFE — fruits of the spirit, that can never die — and 
these we may attain, step after step, by taking for 
our test and practising, the parting blessing of this 
"iiltlt child," to whom the kingdom is — and none 
nn reign until the power to rise from the dead forms 
and images of life, into the "aCK'nes*" of the Ho* 
ing way is first attained; and none can this attain. 
who fail to practise it, until the "utmostyorMtny" 
is repaid. "Take warning; you all know what is 
' right; and all that is required of you is to do as 
vtell 33 you knoio." 

Pth mo. I8S3. R. S. 



By natui-e, age brings mortals to the grave, 
But youth therefrom cannot exemption have. 
Tho' death is near, yet doth concealed lie; 
And this is evident — we all must die. 
Why should the thoughts of death such teiw 

Why to our nature should it loathsome prove? 
Why such a change, — so certain, and so great, 
Should not in man the highest joy create? 
Perhaps the cause is this: The immortal .mind 
Is fix'd on objects, that must stay behind, 

i. Baldwi* 



273 



, THE GARDEN. 
•Addressed to a Friend. 

Written while sitting in view of an arbour, cover- 
ed with grape vines, and meditating on the beau- 
tiful objects around. The wonderful works of 
Creation are pronounced to be good^ by the ado- 
rable Author of all good. 

Oft to the garden I retire, 
Its varied beauties to admire, 

*- With deep instruction fraught. 
Did hot our pattern too repair, 
With his disciples oft-times there. 
In pensive, humble thought? 

Behold ! with what delight we see 
The "Splendid beauty of the tree, 

Crown'd with delicious fruit; 
Expanding first its blossoms fair. 
Perfuming sweetly round — the air, 

Supported by the root 

It must be sinful in God's eyes. 
His boundless blessings to despise, 

Or, justice to dispute; 
As all Creation's ample plaq 
Claims this acknowledgment from man, 

Praise is his attribute. 

Behold the rich, luxuriant vine. 

With clusters — round the arbour twine,— « 

An emblem of the mind, 
Adhering to that Power &bove, 
Replete with gratitude and love. 

And safely here recUi^M, 
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Keen storms and tempests may aasail 
The pure in heart — but not prevail; 

No — the Foundation's sure. 
Though wave on wave may dash the shore, 
And billows rage, and foam, and roar, 

His servants are secure. 

Then kaep the faith — trust and confide 
In him — who all thy wants supplied. 

And kept thee through thy youth) 
For his exalted cause to stand, 
An instrument at hia command. 

To spread the Gospel truth. 

How Truth adorns ! what rays of light, 
Wisdom divine pours on the sight, 

Of them that her embrace ! 
Her conversa mild, sweet, au J sincere, 
Her counsel safe, her doctrine, clear, 

She beautifies with grace. 

Retir'd, and'Sitting down to rest, 

Some pure impressions warm'd my breast, 

With love and friendship too; 
And good desires for all — for. thee, — 
So hand and mind and pen agree, 

To ask how thou dost do ? 

Does gospel love enlarge thy heart? 
And make thee willingly impart. 

Counsel with vocal sound ? 
Persuade with all the strength of sense, 
And all the charm of eloquence. 
Divide the word around. 
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With love, and life, and power divine, 
Which also sweetly must combine, 

To reach the groveling soul; 
And meliorate the callous heart. 
Then wme and oil may heal the smart,. 

When tears of sorrow roll. 

May his dev^Qted children praise 

His name' — and thus their voices raise, 

To advocate his cause, 
Who fills our barns with plenteous stofe, 
^nii in his blessing — blesses more 

Those that obey his laws. 

For He, from whom all good must flow, 

Can form a Paradise, below. 

And fit the soul for heaven; 

But human science, power or art. 

Cannot command the smallest part. 

And yet its freely given. 
* ■ 
The will is free, and life may choose, 

And also freely may refuse 

The saving gift of grace. 
That woiild redeem out of the fall, 
And's freely offered unto all 

The noble human race. 

No pow'r but love's endearing charm, 
Can save the soul from fear or harm, 

And give it lasting peace: 
Oh! then the captive tpind set free, 
Enjoys the sweets of liberty, 

And faith and hope increase. 
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But cease, my muse, tlie pen lay down, 
« For heaven will the conquest crown, 
• And waft: safe to the shore, 

Where all the troubles that arrest, 
And pierce the tender feeling breast, 

Can ne'er afflict it more. H. 

" Heaven wills our happiness, dlo)|rs our doom, • 
Invites U9 ardently, but not cornels." 

Yowig- 



Jl short ticrounl of Jesse Livezey, late nfAhing- 

ion, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, dt' 

ceased. fVritlen by his mother. 

Believing it may afford instruction and encoursge- 
ment to some seeking minds, I think proper to com- 
mit to writing some account of my dear, deceased 
son, Jesse Livezey. 

He was from his infancy of a mild, lender, and af- 
fectionate disposition, and manifested so much attacli- 
ment for his parents that he was not satisfied to be 
long away from them. When he was about eight 
years old, in consequence of his father's indisposi- 
tion and inability to barry on the farming business, 
he was placed out from home: this was a great triil 
to him, as he met with'm|iiy hardships and difficul- 
ties, which he bore with patience. 

About the ago of sixteen, he went to learn the 
trade of shoe making; hut, owing to a weakness in 
his breast, he was not' able to follow it. He next 
went to a chair makei^ but his master not fully un- 
derstanding the trade, he was disappointed there 
also. He then followed farming, and still manifest- 
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3<} his concern^ whether at home or abroad, to do 
(vhat he could for bis parents; and when he woul# 
:ome home |o see us would often say, ^' Mother, if 
[ live, I hope that I mayjii^iitethfed to make things 
easier for thee.'' * '^. 

MLbout the Xi|^HLthe 4th Wnth, 1820, he hired 
Iftt a widovviMflBh io worll^n her farm at- low 



p^ges; this hielKj^Q order to have time and liberty 
bo Mtepd week-day jpe^tjings, being about three 
niles froiil the meef^ ^^ Germantown, which he 
ittended. He continued in this employ about five 
HOitths, in which time through his isober and ex- 
emplary deportment, he gained the esteem of the 
amily. 

The i^$th of the 8th month, on his way to attend 
^ranktord monthly meeting, he called to see u% as 
lis brother was sick; and in the afternoon, ^n his 
return, his concern for us still being manifest, he 
4>l€| noe he was afraid that we had not provision 
mough fo]!^ our cr^ures, and that as he passed \^^ 
i^ighbour's clov^H^eld, it occurred to his mind 
4)» inquire whether he couldNiot get it to cut'^^b the 
il^l^re^; and^said, ^^Mother if thee is willing^ I will 
iP^iAnd see after it." Accordingly he went and eti- 
nged it On his return, he said, <^If I amWell, I 
(rill try to come next wedn^: and cut it for thee." — 
Pe came, and began the in|g^g on the ;29th of 8th 
OB^otb; mowed until towa^s night, but was )x)0 un- 
fHf/tX 1^ do any moref — complained of a pain in his 
{li^^ whidi he had had for some days; he then took 
to liifl bed, with a chill and fever. I nursed him for 
PtV|»ral days; but he grew wq^se, and had more 
"^ doctor was called, but all to no purpose, 

■red much, which be bor% wit^; gr^t patienoe 
Vol. VI.— 24 
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■nd quietness, though was under much exercise of 
Vind. He said he had looked over his life, and 
tbMgh he had never done cnuch harm, yet he had 
raiitted some religious duties. He had spoken once 
in AbingtoD meeting, about a year before, and felt 
great peace of mind after il; but'had withheld aeye- 
r«l limes since, and onee when in his brother's f»mi- 
ly he felt an impression to call them together, but 
omitted it Then, looking earnestly at me, he said, 
"0 molher, what a small duty that was, and yet I 
did not do It." Then said, "If I can only have 
peace of mind before I go hence, it is all I crave; 
and if I am laken away, 1 hope it will be of use to 
my two younger brothers." On seventh-day morn- 
ing, ihe 16th of 9th month, he said he felt much 
better both in body and mind; but afterward, hii 
disorder increasing, affected his head so that he be- 
came very delirious: but through all, his mind WM 
supported, and in full expectation of his change, he 
often called for his Iting, saying, "0 king, when 
wilt lliou come?" On fourlh-day afternoon, the 
20th, lie quietly passed away, without sigh or groan, 
like one falling into a sweet sleep, and we have rea- 
son to believe he was favoured with a peaceful and 
happy close. Aged nearly twenty-four years. 

In his conduct and deportment, he was steady 
and exemplary ; even when his hands were employ- 
ed in his labour, his mind seemed fixed on heaven 
and heavenly things. He never followed the vain 
customs and fashions of the world, but had a testi- 
mony to bear in regard to plainness; an evidence of 
which occurred a few months before his death) u 
follows; having bought some cloth for a suit of 
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clothes, he desired me to cut them out and make 
them plain; ^^ For/' said he, ^^I dont like to go to IT 
tailor, even to get them cut out, because I am afraid 
they would be cut after «liift fashion/' So I made 
his -clothes for him as he desired, and on his death- 
beS he alluded to the circums.ymce, saying ^'0 mo- 
Hbfll^ thee do4|t,^j0ow what peace of mindl had in 
^tting ihos&^^t^tfbs made so plain.'' Thus he seal- 
ed this testimony as it were with his dying words. 

For some years before his death, he frequently 
made memorandums of some of his thoughts and the 
exercises of his mind; among his papers were found 
the following; 

1817. O thou great and all-wise God, if it seem 
good unto thee at this present season, hear the prayer 
of thy humble servant Oh! thou that causest the 
tall cedars of Lebanon to bend, and the strong oaks 
of Bashan to fall, — cause that my high mind may be 
brought Iqw before thee. 

Whea i conteoiplate thy goodness, Lord, and 
thy great jnercy to the children of this generation, 
I behold how good thou lit in that thou hast not 
destroyed this land, as thou did Sodom and Gomorrah 
lor their wickedness; for, according to my view of 
things, we of the present age far outbalance their 
transgressions. Neverthi^i^ss, Lord, have mercy 
on us, and spare us a littl|K]pnger, even as the fruit- 
less fig tree was spared; peradventure we may bring 
forth fruit to repentance, by having our minds daily 
turned to thee, so that we may serve thee in truth 
and sincerity of heart. 

l8t of 9th month, 1819. <<$trait is the gate, and 

^iMfetii^ is the way that leadeth unto life, and few 

HitSlb be that find it;'^ because they do not seek it 
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in a right vny. When we are tempted we ought to 
fray for strength to resist it, so that we may be 
made overcomers of evil. 

These earthly bodies are but dust, and will soon 
vanish away. Why then should men and women 
be so proud and vain? Is it not strange, that people 
will thus go on in the broad way that leads to never 
ending v-'oe, so unconcerned about their latter end, 
my fellow creatures, love the Lord: Jove him 
now; for you are here to-day, to-morrow you may 
be summoned to meet him in eterotty. | 

" Excess in apparel," says a wise man, " is a cosi- 
ly folly: the very trimmings of the vain world would 
clothe the naked one." Oh! that I may be found | 
doing my day's work in the dsy time, for the night | 
is coming wherein J can do no more work. Haw j 
awful would it be if the night should overtake roe | 
in an unprepared state! but 1 hope better things for j 
myself than these. 

Beloved friends and brethren, I have been con- 
cerned for some time for your present and everlast- 
ing welfare, and for your advancement in the blessed 
truth. As the practice of swearing is so common 
amongst mankind, I think it my duty to set forth 
the great sin there is in it, being forbidden in the 
Scriptures of truth by the ever blessed Redeemer; 
who says, "Swear not at all; neither by heaven, for 
it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is his 
footstool; neither by Jerusalem, for it is the city of 
the great king; neither shalt thou swear by thy 
head, for thou canst not make one hair of thy head 
white or black; but let your communications be 
yea, yea; nay, na}': for whatever is more than thess 
Cometh of evil." Now here we may see the unlaw- 
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fulness of swearing; and itis also declared that/^for 
every idle word that men shall speak^ they shaH 
give account thereof in the day of judgment/' — 
Therefore, how can any man swear, or take the 
naine of the Lord in vain; seeing that for all these 
things, God will b^ing us to ap account in^^iat awful 
^liay when wetuftnst all appear before the judgment 
.seat of Christy to give account of the deeds done in 
the body, whether they be good^ or whether they 
be evil: therefore how ought we to be engaged in 
doing our day's work in the day time I 



' One little occurrence in the life of this dear youth, 
perhaps may be some encouragement to others to go 
and do likewise. On coming home from his work, 
about six miles off^ on foot, the day preceding Quar- 
terly meeting, he told me there had been an exercise 
on his mind for some days, toJ>ring E. H. from 
FrankfoA^o the Quarterly meeting, as she had no 
way of coming; that is, said he, if thee is willing 
dial I shlpA^ have the horse and chair; to which I 
had no ollpct^n, and he accordingly went and 
brought her. After his death, this little piece was 
found amongst his papers, which it seems had been 
their conversation on the road,, and he styled it "Me 
powerful effect of religion on the mindl^ related 
by E. H. ad having occ«li|ed in her travels through 
North Carolina. 

Stopping on the road to feed their horses, she 
espied a small log house, atid felt inclined to go to it. 
When she came to the door, she found an aid negro 
man making shoes. She went in and asked him if 
He4iVed there. He said "vYes.'' E. H. then asked 
hiiD> hast thou any wife and children? He told her 
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he bid. E. H. Art <faott a afanre? The oUtman 
tnswered <<Yes.'' El H. Whetfe is tiij wife and 
ehildren? He replied, '^One it one place, and an- 
other at another place. M aster sold them.'' Bat 
when she came to inquire into die state of his mind, 
he said,^< About twelve years |l|(o Ood visited me 
(but he had often visited me) hot about twelve yean 
ago, as I told you, God visited me^ and I closed in 
widi the visitation; and he has made rough paths 
smooth, and bitter things sweet to me; such as part- 
ing with my wife and children. I used to be very 
wicked, and master used to beat me because I was 
wicked: but now God has altered master's heartf 
and now, master dont care what time I get up in 
the morning, I can always get my day's work done i 
in time, so that I can always have an hour or two j 
every day to wait upon God/' E. H. inquired how j 
he waited Qpon^^GU>d. The old man answered, \ 
"Sometimes I sing, — sometimes I pray, — ^and some- 
times I feel (clapping his hand to his breast) to be 
still and wait upon God in silence.'^ A. L 



Thankfulness /or Recovery from Sickness. 

Written by Mary Watson, wife of Dr. John Watson, formerly ol 

Buckingham. 

Oh Lord! thy goodness now I sing, 
To thee, health's kind restorer, raise 

My feeble voice; to thee I bring 

The grateful offering, thanks and praise. 

By thy assistance only, true 

And humble are my thanks to thee, 
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For all thy mercies, ever new, 
And all thy blessings granted me. 

Oh! may they never be forgot; 

But constant gratitude inspire; 
And from my mind forever blot, 

All Tain and unrestrained desire. 

If I look round on every side, 
With blessings I've been tri'd. 

And by thy goodness every want 
Hath always been supplied. 

If e'er I sought in truth sincere, 

In confidence to thee, 
For tiiy kind help in time of need. 

And inward poverty; 

Or outward trials which attend 
Us through this vale of grief, 

I never sought and was denied; 
But always found relief. 

For tliisTve promised to declare. 
Thy goodness far and wide, 

That others may be taught to seek, 
Where they may be supplied 

With every good and needful thing. 

Both here and in the end, 
Be crown'd with everlasting joy; 

To this may I attend. 
•J 
By this unerring guide be taught, 

To lead a humble life, 
To love my neighbour as myself. 

And put an end to strife: 



To jeover those who nakisd are, ^ 
The widow's waats tupply. 

And bow my heart with tendernefs* 
To hear the orphan^a cry. 

May I be able to perform 
These, which acceptance find> 

With him who judges the sincerCj^ 
According to their mind^ 



NICHOLAS WALN'S ADVICE. 

In the Biographical Memoirs of Nicholas Wab^ 
inserted in y(0i; 5th of this work, it is stated that 
lie sometiifie^|()Btye counsel very impressively at the 
eldae of pubKc meetings for worship, of a character 
that might be consideied as more in place, if givea 
in meetings for discipline. We hare lately been 
furnished with the following admonitory communi- 
cation which was made by Nicholas Wain, near the 
close of a morning meeting, at Pine street, Phila* 
delphia. 

*'A subject has impressed mi/ mind, as well as 
the minds of many other Friends; that is, the many 
scandalous bankruptcies and failures, which have 
latterly taken place; and some, even with members 
of our society; whereby their creditors have been 
cheated and defrauded out of large sums,^ to the dis- 
tress and ruin of many families. 

I think it would be well for Friends and others to 
endeavour to live within the bounds of their eircun^* 
stances, and not run into hazardous speculations and 
enterprises, beyond their ability to manage (there 
are generally two or three bknks to a prize) aft" 
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when they feel themselves beginning to totter, that, 
instead of having recourse to fictitious credit to sup- 
port them a little longer in their hazardous pursuits, 
it would be better to call their creditors together. 

Though it may sometimes happen, that persons 
in business may, by unforeseen accidents or events, 
get into difficulty and embarrassment — it would be 
better to call their creditors together, and take their 
advice and sympathy, before they go too far. 

The time has been when it used to be said, ^Uhe 
word of a Friend is as good as his bond.'' Indeed, 
the first principle of religion is to do justly; — and 
then love mercy. 

I wish to be tender; but I thought I had a free- 
dom, at the olose of this meeting, to'mfestion these 
things, -^hoping none will be hurt by ^'' 



SAMUEL FOTHERGILL'S LETTER 
To John C Lettsomf M. D, on his marriage with N. M. 

Dear friend, — I was duly favoured with thine by 
my sister, at Lea Hall — and should have written 
•ooner, had ability and leisure united; — ^for there 
hAth lived in my mind a salutation to thee, the ob- 
ject of my lender solicitude, and to thy wife, thy 
eompanion in 'every tender sense, the joint object of 
affectionate well-wishing. I consider you as now 
entering the more arduous scenes of life, and filling 
more important stations, than in your single state, 
and I most earnestly desire you may, on your first 
entrance into the more arduous path, be wisely di- 
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rected; fcr much depends on this important crisis. 
With a htarl replenished with the warmest afTectioo, 
I recommend the Psalmist's words, representing the 
wise in all ages: "In the Name of our God,vx 
wiii ael tip our banners." This is a proper allusion 
to your aute, who have associated together in tlie 
jnost delicate and tender bands of union, to be each 
other's helpmates; — to soften every care, — to en- 
hance every comfort, — to divide every burden, — 
reciprocally and mutually lo help each other in 
every temporal respect; and not only so, but to go 
up hand in hand to the house of God, and to the 
tnouDtain of his holiness. In order to obtain this 
permanent felicity of the conjugal state, — in the 
Dameof ]^our 6od, — now set up your banners. Let 
noAiing divert your minds from a humble attentin 
care, to jput yourselves under bis protection, and 
implore his guardianship and tuition. He alone can 
help you in limes of prolialion, and defend you in 
the perilous hour, guard you from the dangers of 
unsanctified, seeming prosperity, and place his ever- 
lasting Arm underneath, in the time of adversity, 
Place here your confidence, that you may not be 
moved. The world, with a variety of blandish- 
ments, will present its schemes of happiness, and 
make large promises of a good, it hath not in its 
power to bestow; — but you may carefully remem- 
ber, that "in the world," or under the prevaleney 
of its spirit, you will find troubles and disappoiut- 
ments; but in the Name, and under the banner of 
God, /jcace flows as a river; and all ihe cross events, 
and painful allotments, are sanctified and sweetened. 
Beware therefore, my dear friends, of rushing inli 
the world of dissipation, which often attends a cir- 



tumstance similar to yours. Beware of a vain confi<> 
dence in the smiles and caresses of the men aod 
women of this world's spirit But seek the protec- 
tion and guidance of Him ^^who placeth the solitary 
in families," and buildeth up a sure house to those, 
who in all their ways acknowledge Him, and cast 
themselves into his protection. 

I trust an holy visitation hath given you an un* 
derstanding, whai it is which makes for true peace. 
Enter not into selfish deliberations how to avoid 
plain duty; protract not yOur stay in a land of jeo- 
pardy and danger, by taking counsel and not of God^ 
and covering yourselves^ but not with the covering 
of his spirit The state of the Church in your city, 
requires of you to endeavour to ^jfiln^ up to the 
bdp.pf the Lord" against the might^ inundation of 
folly and forgetfulness, which prevails. There are 
no wages equal to those he gives his servants; for 
surely, the reward of the faithful labourer is exceed- 
ing great; peace, tranquillity, and glory are upon 
their heads forever. i^ 

Thus, my beloved friends, my soul travails for 
yotty for your present and everlasting welfare, that 
the solemn engagements you have mutually entered 
into, may be truly fulfilled, and your happiness es- 
tablished upon the most permanent basis. The eye 
of passion, in the short-lived fever of the mind, 
fOmetimes improperly called love, flatters itself with 
objects of imagined amiableness and beauty. This 
is transcient and mutable , but affection founded on 
mutual esteem for an object which religion and vir- 
tue have rendered truly estimable, hath a perma- 
nency in it It is not in my mind to descend into 



SS8 BAMUEL FOTBEHGILI. S LETTBR. 

eyery particular part of conduct, necessary for your 
happiness; these will be cleaHy opened as occasion 
requires, and help administered to come up in Uia 
discharge of every duty, to i-cnder you truly com- 
fortable and helpful to each other, useful and honour- 
alile in the church and in the world, and objectso^ 
Divine favour and acceptance. But allow me to 
recommend a close attendance of meetings, both for 
worship and discipline. In the most reasonable 
duty, the soni has often been replenished with good, 
and its strength renewed to step forward in the holj 
path. Dare not to live without God in the world, 
lest he withdraw his blessings; and then, who can 
make up the deficiency? 

My health continues precarious. I have been 
obliged to drop my pen several times, in this essi? 
to salute you; which may account for several inac- 
curacies, besides those in writing; neverlhelejs, 
warm aSection fills and strengthens my mind lo- 
'wards you; in which I wish your prosperity; your 
present an^ everlasting welfare, with a tenderness 
as nearly paternal as I am capable of, 

Samuel FothbbguL' 
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JOSEPH MOORE'S JOURNAL 

Of a tour to Detroit j in order to attend a Treaty y 
proposed to be held with the Indians at San* 
dusky. 

In the second ▼(^ume of Friends* Miscellany, was pubUahed, Jacob 
tldSl^a Acooant of a Journey to attend this Treaty, with prelimr- 
nary remarks and a brief history of the oirciimstances which led to 
tUki meaflore. The fiiUowing Jonmal, while it corroborales Jacob 
Lindky^ accoanti presents a view of divers interesting incidents 
end oeearrenees, not noted in that narrative. Joseph Moore was a 
ttloable friend and minister belonging to Kingwood monthly meet- 
k^. Mew Jersey. The place of his residence was near flemingtooi 

On the 17th of 4th mo. 1793,1 set out for Philadel- 
phity and attended the meeting for aufferings, where 
Wire divert Friends who had given up to attend the 
Indian treaty proposed to be held at Sandusky, on 
the waters ^Cj4tke Erie — having previously obtained 
certificates from our several monthly meetings for 
tiiat purpose. The commissioners appointed by go« 
vernment are, general Lincoln, colonel Pickering, 
tad Beverly Randolph. Lincoln goes by water to 
Albany, &c ; William Savery, Jacob Lindley^ and 
William Hartshorne, go with him: and John Par*" 
irisb, John Elliott, and myself, with Timothy Pick- 
ering and Beverly Randolph, go through the coun** 
try by land. I have some days past, been very poor<> 
ly with the ague; but am now bravely. 

30di. In the afternoon aet out in company with 
Vol* VL— «6 
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Beverly Rindolph, John Pamsh, John Elliott, and 
Henry Complaoter, or Obeal — got that evening to 
Norristown, where colonel Pickering met us. Neit 
dtj we proceeded to Reading — thence to Harris- 
burgh and over the Ilroad Mountain, Mackinoy,3Dd 
Tuscarora, toSunbury — thence crossed the Susque- 
hanna at Northumberland, a town standing in the 
point where the east and west branches come toge* 
ther. Here, leaving the commissioners behind, we, 
in company wilh Josiah Haines, proceeded to Wil- 
liam Ellis's, and attended Muncy meeting of Friends. 
After which, went to Samuel Wallace's, where we 
met the commissioners, and were liberally and friend- 
ly entertained. 

5th mo. 6th. The forepart of this day, we passed 
a rapid stream, called the Loyalsock — and in the af- 
ternoon we crossed another large stream, called Ly- 
coming, seven times — lodged at James Kyle's. Ne»l 
day rode forty-three miles without any enterlain- 
ment on the way, except what we had with us.— 
Where we put up, there was no hay to be had for 
our horses, so we fed them with oats, and tied them 
up for the night— went to bed, or rather lay on the 
floor with our own blankets, in a very small housej 
hut rested well. In the morning, the weather wa» 
fine and pleasant — rode to major Samuel LindJey's, 
crossed the Tioga twice, and the Cownisky; IheDio 
the Painted Post, crossing the Cohocton at David 
Fuller's. On our way here, we swam our horses 
over the Tioga, and went ourselves in a canoe. The 
country from Northumberland to this place, abouodj 
with large streams of water, and abundance of flat 
land on their banks, exceedingly rich. Weobserred 
in many places, old Indian fields, with signs of the 
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old corn hills. On each side of these creeks and flats, 
are ridges of mountains. We have now travelled ac- 
cording to the several distances from place to place^ 
two hundred and forty-seven miles. 

9th. Rode about thirty miles, and a little be- 
fore nighty got to an old Indian cabin, with fire in 
the middle, where we lodged. We let our horses 
browse awhile in the woods, then fed them with oats 
we had with us, and tied them up for the night. — 
This cabin stands on the bank of the Cohocton. The 
roads here are new, and of course rough, which is 
trying to the poor horses that are rid hard all day, 
and at night tied to a tree. Next day, rode thirty- 
six miles to Williamsburgh. Some parts of the road 
▼cry rough. We passed over some of the steepest 
hills I ever saw travelled. But the country is new 
»->and I^ave no doubt in a few years, the roads will 
be much improved, as there is abundance of excel- 
lent land that is settling fast in some places. Stayed 
this night at captain Charles Williamson's, where we 
were kindly entertained. 

lltli. This morning the commissioners despatch- 
ed a messeq||||^ to Canandaigua for an interpreter; 
so we rested here and were ^finely refreshed. Set 
out again next day, and rode to Gilbert Berry's, on 
the bank of the Genesee river. Here we found 
about fifty Indians collected, amongst whom ^were 
some of their chiefs; Farmer's Brother, Red Jacket, 
Little Billy, and others, to all of whom a dinner 
was given by the commissioners. They expressed 
their gladness in seeing us, and we also in seeing 
them. In the evening we had some weighty con- 
versation together, wherein the commissioners im- 
parted a little of their business concerning the treaty; 
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which appeared to give general satisfaction. After 
which, the Indians gave our friend John Parrish a 
new name, which they in their language call Sutle- 
kutle, and signifies /)/am or ievel. This name wm 
given by Farmer's Brother, at which there was a . 
small shout, in their way, and they would have given 
us a song on the occasion; hut understanding we were 
K plain people, not accustomed to singing, it wai 
omitted, and nothing further followed than a little 
pleasantry. Near ten o'clock we all retired and 
rested bravely. 

In the morning the [ndiansshowed no incIinalioD 
to depart while the commissioners were here. Red 
Jacket, at the close of one of his speeches lost even- 
ing, signiQcd, that when he was in Philadelphia, the 
white people had proposed a method for them to 
turn buffaloes into cows, deer into sheep, and bears 
into hogs; he thought it now a fit time for the com- 
missioners to show them a piece of their skill; as 
they were now on their way to Canandaigua for 
some clothing, &c., and that a good buffalo would be 
very agreeable for provision on the way. The com- 
missioners used some endeavours to obtain a fat cotv; 
but as there was none to be had here, they gave them 
a quantity of salt beef, pork, and corn, at which they 
appeared satisfied. 

I4th. We prepared to move forward; diversother 
people fell in company with us from Schenectady 
and other places, who were going into Upper Cana- 
da. We swam our horses over the Genesee river 
with some difficulty, and we, with our baggage, 
crossed in a canoe. In the evening we put up inlhe 
woods by the side of Tonnewanta creek, where we 
sheltered for the night with a good fire, and tied up 



J08BPH MOOBE's journal. 2^3 

our horses as before. The following day we travel- 
led hard^ being very desirous to reach some house 
to lodge in. According to the account given us^ we 
rode about fifty miles, and truly we thought them 
long enough. Arrived at Buffalo creek about sun 
set^ and put up at landlord Winney's; most of us 
lodged on the floor and slept well; also, had plenty 
of grass for the horses. The country we have pass- 
€fd through the last two days, is Indian lands, and 
one continued wilderness. Much of the land ap- 
pears very good, with a variety of timber, such as 
oak, hickory, sugar maple, elmi ash, beech, linn, 
pine, cherry, butternut, &c. 

16th. Rode about three miles to the ferry, nearly 
opposite Fort Erie, most of the way along the beach 
of Lake Erie. Here we crossed over the outlet of 
the lake, a large and strong current, landed in the 
British dominions, and rode down the banks of the 
river to Charles Willson's near the great falls. The 
whole distance to this place is four hundred and 
twenty-seven miles. In the evening, walked to 
the brow of the bank to view the mighty cataract. 
Next morninj^ went again, descended a very steep 
hill and walked to the rock over which the water 
falls, which appears tremendous indeed. There are 
rapids above the cataract that fall, it is said, fifty feet 
(and it looks likely to be so) within the distance of 
little more than half a mile. After satisfying our 
euriosity here, the commissioners went on to gover- 
nor Simcoe's, at Navy Hall, sixteen miles. This is 
nearly opposite the garrison, which stands on a point 
of land in the United States. John Parrish, John 
EUiotjt, and myself, went about two miles to our 
«5* 
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friend William Lundy's, where we were kindly en- 
tertained, and spent most of the next day. 

1 9th. Beingfirstof the week, and having appoint* 
ed a meeting to be held here at the eleventh hour; 
tbout the lime there attended a pretty large collection 
of people, more than the house could contain. We 
thou|^t it a favoured opportunity. After dinner we 
had ■ Bolid opportunity with the family and divers 
friends who had stayed with us. Then went aboutsix 
miles to our friend John Hill'^, who, with his wife, 
h»d been at the meeting. Here we were kindly en- 
tertained and lodged. In the morning, had a solid 
opportunity with the family, and set out for Navy 
Hall, a messenger having been sent to invite us to 
dine with the governor. He appears to be a plain 
man, and remarkably easy of access. At table we 
had the company of the commissioners, colonel But- 
ler, majors Little, Hales, &c. The governor, when 
we were walking in his garden, said our coming for- 
ward at this time, did our society great honour. To- 
ward evening we rode up the lake about two miles 
to landlord Peacock's, and lodged. 

21st. We went up the lake twelve miles to Ben- 
jamin Paulin's and his brother Jesse's— our friend, 
John Parrishjhaving a letter from their connexions in 
Philadelphia. Here we were kindly entertained. In 
the woods we came through, we observed the great- 
est quantity of pigeons, I think I ever saw; they 
were flying up the lake, being chiefly young ones, 
and very fat. The people take abundance of iheni 
with clubs, poles, &c. 

22d. The wealher has been warm and dry since 
the time of our arrival in this country. I continue 
very poorly, but went three miles to our friend Jphn 
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Taylor's, though hardly able to trariU. Here we 
were kindly treated and lodged. I belieye many 
were made glad in seeing their friends come amongst 
ihemy for whom in their wilderness situation, we 
often felt near sympathy. 

)K3d. I felt much better in health, and understand^ 
ing divers Friends live at a place called the Short 
Hills, about twelve miles off, we concluded to go 
there. On the ws^ we dined at Thomas Rice's, ^nd 
Ibence proceeded to Joshua Gillam's. We passed 
through some land where wo saw the effects of a 
hurricane that was on the 1st of the 7th month last, 
and truly I may say, I never saw so great destruc- 
tion of timber. For about two miles in width, and 
98id to be many miles in length, there was scarce a 
single tree left that was not torn up by the roots, or 
broken off. This tract, as far as we have passed over, 
appears excellent land, with a variety of good tim- 
ber — ^white and black oak, hickory, chesnut, poplar, 
white pine, walnut, cherry, &c. We> finding a few 
Friends settled in this neighbourhood, concluded to 
stay amongst them over first-day, and have a meet-> 
ing with them. In the interval, we visited at James 
Crawford's, Enoch Scrigley's, and John Dorling's, 
where the meeting is proposed to beheld. 

26th. We had a considerable gathering of people 
that behaved orderly, among whom we had a satis- 
factory opportunity. In the afternoon, set out on 
our way to Navy Hall, and lodged at Jeremiah 
Moore's. Having heard of the arrival of the other 
Friends that came by the way of Albany, we rose 
early next morning, and went to our friend Benja- 
min Hill's, where we took breakfast — then /ode to 
the landing, and thence to Navy Hall. Spent a little 
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time at the governor's, and went back to the landing, 
where we met wilh Jacob Lindley, William Savery, 
and Wiliiam Hartshorne, who had come on by wa- 
ter. Out slorea were landed here, and we all dined 
at captain Smith's, at the mess house. In the afle^ 
noon we set up our tents on the hill, and lodged all 
together. This seemed very pleasant, being all in 
health, and they having had a favourable passage from 
New York to this place, and very agreeable compa- 
ny wilh general Lincoln, in their covered batteaux, 
two of which tbey propose taking up to Lake Erie. 
28th. Having had a good night's rest in our tents, 
were in the morning all bravely. When we shall 
move forward from this place appears at present un- 
certain, as the eommissiooerssentoff an express yes- 
terday to Philadelphia on some important occasion, 
and expect to wait his return. Young Cornplanter 
went some days ago to his father's, about one hun- 
dred and fifty miles from this place. The rndians, 
we understand, are gathering from many parts to Ihe 
place appointed- Some of the Mohawks are now 
here. We shortly expect a number of the Five Na- 
tions. Jacob Lindley being desirous to see Jeremiah 
Moore, we two rode there, spent the afternoon, and 
lodged. The weather cool and cloudy, with east- 
erly winds. The next day was rainy. We are now 
within about three miles of the great cataract — ihe 
noise of which is much like the roaring of the sea in 
time of slorm. The people gave us a particular ac- 
count of their distressed situation, about four yean 
ago, for want of bread, and their loss of cattle and 
horses; which was truly alarming ; but through liie 
goodness of kind Providence, they have now plenty 
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of bread aad other necessaries; and plenty of good 
sugar which they make from the maple tree. 

<:30th. John Elliott came up from our camp at the 
IiMiding,and we, with Jeremiah Mooi^e and Benjamin 
Hill, went to the Falls, where Jacob had not been, 
and viewed them in a different direction from what 
«re had done before. In this as well as many other 
tibiBga, the mighty works of Providence are enii- 
neiilly displayed, being far beyond the power of hu- 
nsao art to form. Some of our company descended 
tte' mighty hill, by the clefts of rocks and the help 

I of Indian ladders, to the water below, supposed one 
handred and ten feet. Here they saw divers curi- 
osities, and brought up some memorials of stone, 

^ booe^ &C. We then returned to our camp, an^ I 
fodged at Benjamin Canby's. 

Slat. We had at our little camp, the company of 
captain Hendricks and several other Indians, that fed 
on our provisions — and a white man, lately from 
Pittsburg, informed that the Indians from the souths 
ward were coming on. 

<th. mo. Ist The weather wet and little business 
to be done-^though the article provision meets with 
ft large consumption — we being all iil pretty good 
health, and for the most part a number of Indians and 
others at our camp. The commissioners are most of 
the time at Navy Hall with governor Simcoe. We 
eorpeet to move forward in a day or tw^o, towards 
Fort Erie, to take passage in a vessel for Detroit — ' 
the commissioners not likely to go from this under 
a week or ten days. We endeavour to fill up our 
time in seeing our friends. This afternoon John Par- 
rish and John Elliott, crossed the river and went to 
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«n Indian settlement of about eighty families, who 
received them kindly. 

3d, and first of ihe week, we held a meeting about 
four miles from the landing, in a large barn, ofwhicli 
previous notice had been given. The col lection was 
large, and proved a solid opportunity. I hope it 
tended to the advancement of our religious testimo- 
■ny. Divers Friends came many miles to attend it 
After which, William Savery and William Harls- 
horne returned to our camp, in order to send foi^ 
ward our baggage to-morrow to the upper landing 
above the Falls. John Parrish, Jacob Lindley, John 
Elliott, and myself, went to Jeremiah Moore's anil 
dined — thence to William Lundy's and lodged. Es- 
quire Bnrch was at meeting, and kept company with 
us thus far. 

3d. Went on to esquire Burch's, where we dined. 
Bought three barrels of flour and sent forward to 
Chip.-iway, to be carried on with the rest of our 
baggage, to Fort Erie. John Parrish, John ElJiolt, 
and myself, rode up the river about seven miles and 
lodged at our friend Richardson's. Nest morning 
went to Benjamin Willson's, whose wife is a near 
relstion of mine. Benjamin went with us sis miles 
to the Fort. Here are the king- 
hour for shipping — several topsail vessels were then 
lying here. We went on board the Dunmore, cap- 
tain Ford, bound to Detroit. The cabin passengers 

besides ourselves were Robert Inne, Newman 

and servant, Richard Hillary and servant, Dr. Wil- 
liam M'Casky, John Heckewelder, and William 
Willson. These, with the sailors and marines (be- 
ing a king's ship) and about sixty Indians of four 
different tribes bound to the treaty, made our whols 
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crew about ninety. We left our horsea in the care 
of Benjamin WiUson — next day set sail and ateered 
up the lake. We had fine pleasant weather until the 
6th, when being near the ialands towards the head 
of the lake, and dark night coming on us, we stood 
oETand on till morning — had several aqualla of rain, 
and short blasts of high wind, with thunder and 
lightning — which was somewhat alarming, as our 
ship had on board a large quantity of powder. But 
through the goodness of kind Prdvidence we wer* 
preserved from damage. 

9th, and first of the week; — fine pleasant moriiiDg 
with light airs of wind. The islands now appeared 
in sight. This day we had a small meeting in the 
cabin with our fellow passengers and two Indian 
chiefs. In the evening entered the mouth of DeU-oit 
river, and anchoreii till morning; when we ran up 
the beautiful river a northerly course, with a fair 
wind to Detroit. This is a small garrison town, with 
a variely of inhabitanta. Here is much of the sound 
of drums and trumpets, but not much religion. The 
people here, as well as those on board our ship, were 
very respectful to us — and there was great harmony 
amongst ourselves. Thanks be to kind Providence 
for all hi.1 unmerited favours. Here we landed our 
small baggage, and took lodgings at Matthew Dol- 
son's for the present. 

nth. Found our accommodations comfortable and 
easy. We visited the commandant, colonel Eng- 
land, and showed him our passport from governor 
Simcoe, at Niagara, and are dow waiting the com- 
missioners coming forward, which we hope may be 
""■a. From the present complexion of things, it 
kM likely to be some time before the treaty com- 
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nences; lo that we find patience very necessary to 
be exercised. We hear many sentiments expressed| 
■ome favourable and some otherwise. Hope ouP 
minds may not be diverted by either from that hum- 
ble dependance on the omnipotent Arm of power, 
UDder wiiDse banner, I trust, we have enlisted in the 
righteoua cause of peace-makera. 

ISth. Took a walk down the bank of the river, , 
about three miles to a fine spring, of which thei« 
kre few hereabouts. The inhabitants mostly use the 
river water, which is said to be very wholesome. 
The banks of this river for many miles above and 
below the town, are very thickly settled, mostly 
with French, who have fine orchards and meadows, ' 
and good wheat growing. Their grain is mtwtly 
manufactured by wind-mills, of which there «re 
many in sight. The inhabitants of the town areas 
great a mixture, I think, as 1 ever knew in anyone 
place. Englisii, Scotch, Irish, Dutch, French, Ame- 
ricans from different states, with hlack and yelloiv, 
and seldom clear of Indians of different tribes in the 
day time. These are all turned out by nine o'clock 
at night, and the gates are shut— sentries are placed 
constantly in various parts round tlie town, which ij 
enclosed with high pickets. There is no place of wor- 
ship except one Roman Catholic chapel. There are 
large ships employed on these waters, some of which 
arc from one hur/dred to one hundred and fifty tons 
burden; they snil up to Michillimackinac, several 
hundred miles from this place, and return with 
abundance of peltry-^the staple commodity of thiJ 
country. 

13th. John Parrish, John Elliott, and myselfi 
dined with the commandant, colonel Richard Eng' 
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land, and a number of other officers^ and were friend*- 
I7 and liberally entertained. 

'14th. Took passage in a small boat, bound up the 
rtTer Latrench, on the east side of Lake St Clair, 
with a fair wind — passed through the lake, more than 
twenty miles over, and went up the river about fif- 
tis6n miles, to Isaac Dolson's, where we lodged.-— 
Next day, with some Indians in a canoe, proceed- 
ed ap the riy6r about twenty miles, to Edward 
Wataen's, son of Thomas, of New York, an intimate 
ttquaintance. The respect I felt for him and his 
eonnexions, induced me to take this tour to see him, 
and know how he fared here. He and his wife re- 
eetved me kindly. They are connected with the 
Moravian brethren, and were very civil to me. John 
Ueckewelder, Indian interpreter and Moravian 
minister, was passenger with me as far as Dolson's, 
where he took horse and went up the river to visit 
his brethren at a settlement of that people. This 
appears to be a beautiful new country, just settling; 
fine wheat, corn, peas, &c. now growing, and grass 
in abundance y — the timber, white and black oak, 
cherry,' hickory, black and white walnut, ash, linn, 
poplar, &c. I am informed it continues in that way 
for one hundred and fifty miles up this river — the 
the general course of which runs about east from its 
mouth, and the farther up, it is said, the better the 
land. The inhabitants here appear to want as much 
eultivation as the lands they live on. May the Lord's 

power so reach their hearts, as to bring them into 

subjection to his Divine will. 

16th, and first of the week, after breakfast took 

teive of this family in a solid manner, and returned 

toDoIson's: on the way, called at several houses 
Vol. VI.— 26 
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where divers were collected, being much accustosf 
ed to visit each other on firsl-days, — among whom 
I had several opportunities for religious converse 
tion, and informing them of our principles. 

17lh. The boat being ready for sailing, having on 
board about twenty-five bushels of wheat, we got 
under way, and had a pleasant passage to the tow% 
where we arrived about ten o'clock in the evening 
The gates being shut, we were obliged to lodge with' 
out the pickets. 

18th. Went early into the town — found all n^ 
dear friends well; they gave tne an account of two 
public meetings held by them; one with the inhibi- 
tants of the town and soldiers, and a number of the 
officers, in the forenoon; and another in the country 
in the afternoon, botli to pretty good satisfaction. 
Jacob Lindlcy, William Savery, and William HartA- 
horne, dined with the commandant yesterday. With 
respect to Indian affairs, things look dull and gloomy 
— the commissioners not yet come forward; so thai 
we are here in suspense with respect to the time af 
the opening of the treaty, and hear many frightful 
Hlories about the conduct of the Indians; but wc en- 
deavour to keep our minds quid, trusting in the 
■rm of divine power for preservation, and believing 
we are engaged in the righteous cause of promotinn 
peace on earth and good will to men. 

I9th. William Savery not very well — the rest 
of our company, to wit. Friends, went down the 
river in a small boat, about four miles, to Frederiet 
Arnold's, where we dined — then went on foot about 
two miles to John Messemer's, who is of the reli- 
gious society called Uunker's, — with whom and 
divers of his friends and neighbours we held t 
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meeting, which was a solid, satisfactory opportuni- 
ty, I believe, to them and us. Here we lodged. 

80th. After a solid opportunity with the family, 
we went on towards our boat— -dined at Francis 
Comwell's ; the weather being wet and the wind 
ahead, William Hartshome and I lodged here — ^the 
reat of our company went to Frederick Arnold's. 

Slst In the afternoon, John Elliott and Jacob 
Lindley went on foot up the river and crossed over 
to the town. The others lodged here — being very 
kindly entertained. 

22d. Set out and rowed up to the town — found 
William Savery and the rest of our company all 
urell. We have frequently been visited by num- 
bers of the Indian chiefs that were on their way to 
Sandusky, who mostly called us Shemucteman, or 
long knives, the term they use to describe the Ame- 
ricans of the United States; but when informed what 
we were, they signified they had heard of our being 
eome, and were glad. This day, we were visited 
by several that had just come to town. We observ- 
ed the generality of all the tribes had a remarkable 
tiiirst for rum ; and when intoxicated, were very 
troublesome. 

23d. First of the week, we held a meeting in a 
large sail loft in the shipyard ; had a considerable 
gathering of the town's people, and a few soldiers, 
who behaved quietly. The meeting held about two 
hours and a half, and I believe, ended well. In the 
afternoon had some more Indians to visit us, of the 
Chipaway nation; one of whom, called a chief, was 
pretty clean dressed, which is not general among 
that nation. 
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24th. Our landlord's boat set out for the river 
Ruahe, with grain, to the mill. I took passage 
therein with William Savery. Matthew Dolson 
met us at the luill, and William relumed with him 
in the evening; I stayed all night at Jacob Troxler's, 
X Dutchman, who served his time in Jersey. The 
people were as kind as it was in their power. , 

S5th. The boat with tlie cargo being ready, we . 
rowed most of the way home, being about tea 
miles. This river is called Rusbe, which sigoilies 
red, and the water appears stained with aomelhing 
which causes it to appear with remarkable red- 

26th. John Heckewelder returned fromLatrench 
river; with him came a number of the Moravian 
Indians, who adhere to the religion of that family 
of the brethren. We understand they suffered 
much in the time of the late war, and since, — hav- 
ing had a number of their friends killed by the 
white people, with the loss of most of their sub- 
stance, of which they had plenty while in their 
peaceable habitations at Muskingum. They were 
now in the sixth place of their retreat, in the Bri- 
tish government, and on good land. Our commis- 
aeration was excited by the above account, and vre 
granted some relief to the amount of one hundred 
dollars, which they received thankfully. 

27th. The Indians are every day here, on their 
way to the treaty. Twenty-eight are just arrived 
from Micbillimackinac, some of whom I saw this 
morning; they were well dressed, curiously painted, 
and decorated with wampum, and ear and nose bobs; 
all young, and the handsomest I think I have as 
yet seen. They appeared good humoured and plea- 
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Mint, having, as I. was informed^ brought no arms or 
warlike instruments with them, except their bows 
and arrows, with flutes for music, of their own 
making, which appeared simple, but pleasing to 
themselves. Some of the British officers asked 
them to play, which they readily did, by putting 
the instrument to the mouth, and sometimes to the 
nose; as handily to the one as the other. 

This evening had the companyof capt. John Drake, 
a coaster between this and Mackinaw, distant one 
hundred and thirty leagues — sails in a slpop of se- 
venty or eighty tons burthen. He gave us some 
account of the north-west fur trade, and the man- 
ner of its being carried on by the companies con- 
cerned, who employ many hundred men, that stay 
many years in the country, travelling and trading 
with the northern Indians for peltry; an abundance 
of which, of the richest kind, is brought from the 
high northern latitudes^ which netts the companies 
a very large profit. But among what people, or in 
what part of Ihe world, except the Canadian French, 
could persons be found for their purpose, I know 
qot They are allowed a very small portion of 
provisions from this .to the Grand Portage, at the 
head of Lake Superior, which is about eight hun- 
dred miles; there they are allowed about one bushel 
(forty-two quarts French measure) of Indian corn 
per man, for- a year, and a little fat, which they 
may use at their own discretion. The corn is pre- 
pared in a curious manner at Detroit, being first 
boiled in strong lye, which takes ofi* the outside 
hull; afterwards it is spread out and dried, then 
packed up for use. With this they set out, and re- 
turn not until the end of the year, when a fresh 
86* 
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aapply of goads is taken up with canoes, &c. hf 
many hundred men to the Portage, where they ex- 
change commodiliei to a very great amount. Thin 
^ea on the trade from year to year. The men in 
the norlh live principally on fish, and the Reah of 
beasts of divers kinds, without bread or salt, and 
when Ihey return appear as robust and healthy, and 
even more so than those who live on the greatest 
delicacies. The principal fish in Lake Superior are 
the while fish and salmon trout, which are fine and 
delicate : we have eat of them, brought fresh Jrom 
the lake to this place in six days. 

We understand one M'Kenzie is now out with 
ten men, exploring the North-west Terrilory; he 
once atlempled it before; was out more than a year, 
and discovered large frozen waters in the north, but, 
whether lakes or ocean, he knew not — supposed tha , 
latter, the water being salt. 

Captain Drake, by his own account, had been se- 
veral voyages to Africa, in the horrid business of 
fetching slaves, which he now very much condemns. 
He told us many curious laics ; — and is certainly 
a very temperate man with respect to drink, taking 
noihinn; hut water — a rare instance in a seafanng 
man. H^ppy would it be for many thousands in 
the world, were liis example followed in that re- 
§pecl; families would be preserved from ruin and 
distress, morality increase, the poor Indians be 
saved from many acts of violence, and the end of 
our crealion be mora fully answered by honouring 
God, our Creator. 

28th. We are frequently visited by the officers of 
this place, both civil and military, who appear 
friendly, and treat us with much respect, often 
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wishing us success ia our laudable undertaking; as- 
^sufing usy that nothing should be wanting that lay 
in their power, to render us happy and comfortable. 
The. commandant said, that if he apprehended dan- 
ger at any time, he should lay his commands on us 
not to depart the place. But, although we sought 
not the protection of military power, we were not 
insensible 'of his great good will towards us, which 
we were not wanting to acknowledge. 

Visits from the Indians are almost every day re- 
peated, by different tribes constantly coming in, 
this being the thoroughfare for all the northern In- 
dians» It would be difficult to describe the various 
appearances they make, and languages they speak. 
It is wonderful to find the vast expense the British 
government is at with this people. Governor Sim- 
coe said it cost them thirty thousand pounds per an- 
num. Here are agents appointed, that are daily 
givinrg out large quantities of provision, &c. 

29th. This day had a visit from a Wyandot chief, 
who appeared to have much concern respecting the 
approaching treaty, and mentioned the remem- 
brance of some long and broad belts that were given 
out in former treaties, intended to bind us by the 
hands and arms, so that no small accident in future 
should be able to make a separation; and, notwith* 
standing all that had happened, they (the Wyan- 
dots) felt some of the old affection to remain, and he 
hoped we would find it so at the general council; 
but couM speak for none but themselves. We as- 
sured him we had the same love and friendship for 
them and all others, as our forefathers had, and that 
our principles had always restrained us from war; 
and when we believed the government was disposed 
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to make peace with them oo principles of justice, 
we were made willing to leave our homes anil take 
this long journey to endeavour to promote it, and 
to be present Bt the concluding of so good a work. 
He said, he knew lon^ ago, we did not fight, but 
were for peace, and thai, as we had come a long 
journey, preserved in health, it was evident tha 
Great Spirit was pleased with our coming, and be 
hoped some good would be done, and that the 
Great Spirit would bring us home ia health and 
■afety. 

We had a visit also this morning from Abra[D,«i 
Indian chief, Katharine his wife, and their daughr 
tcrs, rifhly clad, with plates of silver, &c. 

The inlroduction of distilled spirits among the 
people appears to have been iheir ruin. The frauds, 
in consequence of it, imposed upon them, taking im , 
the ravages and depredations of \var made amongrt 
lhcms.;lvfs, with muiliplied murders and tbefti, 
seems to have prevented their being a wealthy peo- 
ple. The contrary with many is sorrowfully their 
situation, I fear to our condemnation; yet the his- 
tory of Indian barbarity, and breach of faith (o 
white people, and to one anolher, which we have 
heard related since we came here, would be shock- 
ing to recite, and is almost at times ready to stagger 
the faith of their best friends. One of ihe Moravian 
missionaries signilied his sense, that if peace should 
be concluded, it would not last long, until Ihey wen 
further chastised. John Parrish asked, by what 
means? Did he mean the sword? He was answered, 
yes. This sentiment, from one of those who make 
profession of the peaceable principles of the gospel, 
was really discouraging. 
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We pften hear many frightful things suggested; as, 
that we shall be either killed, or kept as -hostages at 
the ensuing council. This, with the accounts of the 
Indian warriors in time past, frequently passing with 
numbers of scalps and their disconsolate prisoners, 
seemed dreadful; yet we are not discouraged from 
pursuing our first. prospect; believing he that put us 
forth, will go before us, if we are not wanting on our 
part. 

It must be said to the honour of British hiimani- 
ty^ and in commendation of this government of Up- 
per Canada, and its truly respectable and generous 
officers, that they have interfered to the relief of 
great numbers of persons, and obtained their redemp- 
tion at a great price; divers of whom that we met 
with 'appeared as the outcasts of Europe ; some of 
them, as colonel England and. other officers told us, 
-hardly had manners or gratitude to acknowledge 
the kindness, though in some instances it cost one 
hundred pounds. But in the case of a real Ameri- 
can, they never grudged it. 

80th; First of the week. This morning we were 
yisited by a principal man of the Wyandots, called 
the Blind Chief, with his nephew, grand, and great 
grandson; with whom we had some friendly con- 
versation. - He told us eight of their principal men 
were gone on to th& council. We held meetings 
fore and afternoon in the king^s sail loft, to a good 
degree of satisfaction; being largely attended by the 
citizens, officers, and soldiers, who behaved quietly. 

7th mo. 1st. Took breakfast with captain Elliot, 
Indian commissioner. After which, went to the bu- 
rial of Isidore Shone at the Roman chapel. He was 
an old Indian interpreter, supposed to have shorten- 
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ed his days by the immoderate use o( strong drint 
On ihis occasion there was a good deal of form ud 
ceremony, iti their way. 

2d. Yesterday arrived the ship Ottoway, cspUm - 
Cowan, from Fort Erie. He brought about eishty 
Iniliuns— more than sixty were landed at the M»- 
mi rapids, with colonel Butler; eighteen of the Onei- 
das were on board here. It was said Builer wii 
fearful they might be hurt by some olher Iodl»ni 
that were there, on account of some disliketheyhai 
to one of their chiefs, who had given his interest in 
favour of the Americans, in such a manner as to crfr 
ate jealousies amongst them. They, notwithstand- 
ing apprehend themselves quite safe in the Briltfh 
line.% where the tribes of all the nations from esst, 
west, north, and south, are daily supplied with pn^ 
vieionH, &c. And we hear nothing but wishes for 
peace among the people every where. 

This day we erossed the river in our landlord's 1 
boat, with himself, wife, &c. to his farm, where we f 
regaled ourselves with fine ripe cherries, and to- 
wards evening returned. The weather very warm, 
and for many days past it has been very wet— bat 
through divine favour we are all preserved in good 
health. 

3d. We had a visit from colonel England, who ii 
conslanlly manifesting his regard in a very respect 
ful manner. He invited us to walk with him to his 
garden, and some of our company went. We had 
tlso the company, at our lodgings, of a young Shaw- 
n«ese chief, neatly and richly dressed in Indian 
«tv1e; he sUyed and dined with us, behaving with 
^(iwwy at table. But we sometimes find great dif- 
i|;«)^ in conversing with the Indians, in such man- 
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ner as we wish, on account of our interpreter's sen- 
timents and prospects differing in some respects so 
widely from ours. 

4th. I was this day very poorly with a fever. — 
We were visited by fourteen of the Indians that 
came in the Ottoway, with one Shawnee, who find- 
I ing our doctor M'Caskey had been with St. Clair's 
I ftitny at the time of the defeat, told him, ^'you're 
mj friend, thoup;h you ran away from me once." 
The commissioners are not yet arrived — we are 
. ftill in suspense, and weary of our long detention 
here — though we are well supplied with provisions, 
ftCy and 'decently treated by our respectable land* 
lord and landlady, as well as by the inhabitants in 
general, being often invited to dine, &c. In the even- 
ing I felt better and slept pretty well. 

5th. We are much confined within the narrow 
t» limits of this small garrisoned town, where, the 
streets being narrow, there is a want of air. A fa- 
vourable opportunity presenting for a small tour on 
the water, we, except William Savery and William 
Hartshorne, went in a boat, provided by our friend 
William Baker, up the river about nine miles, to 
Nathan Williams's, where we were kindly received, 
and dined. His place is situate at the entrance of 
Lake St. Clair. While here, Nathan gave us an ac- 
eount, that in digging a cave for a root house, they 
founds about six feet below the surface of the 
ground, large quantities of human bones, that must 
^ have been for a long time there: and at another 
' vplace on the bank of the lake, it being washed away 
when the lake was high, there were seen great 
. nambers of the same kind, which they gathered up 
and buried. The Indians said they must have been 
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from people a great while as;o that they knew e 
Ihiog of. There is also near ihis lake, as we are in- 
■ formeti, the appearance of old forts, curiously made 
in ancient time, where pieces of earthenw 
often found, though large trees are now standing in 
the entrenchments, of which the present Indiaoi , 
can give no account. We seem pretty generally led i 
to believe, from various circumstances, that the na- > 
lives of this land must be the descendants of old ^ 
Jacob, and are of ihe scattered tribes, who probably 
found their way here through Russia, and crossed 
over the narrow strait from Kamschalka to the west 
side of America. Be all this as it may, we find them 
here in great numbers, at present a savage, barbarous 
people when at war, and more particularly when in- 
toxicated whh strong drink, which has been inlro- 
doced by ihe white people that suppose themselves 
by far their superiors in religious and natural under-Ti' 
standing. Happy would it have been for them and . 
us, had we used those superior talents, in mercy 
conferred upon us, more to the honour of God, by 
following the example of our holy leader, Christ 
Jesus, who said he came not to destroy men's lives, 
but to save Ihem. May all Christendom more and 
more labour to experience a renovation of heart and 
mind, submitting and conforming to the will of hea- 
ven in all our conduct, consistent with the design of 
our creation. Then might we have reason to hope 
for a blessing on our labours, tending to stop the 
effusion of human blood, and the establishment of 
Christ's kingdom on the mountain of love and holi^ 
ness, where the lion and the lamb might lie down 
together, there being nothing to make ns afraid. 
In the afternoon we re-embarked and returned to 
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town. Wm. Savery and Wm. Hartshorne in our 
absence, were visited by a Shawnese warrior, whjj. 
announced to them what had frequently been sug- 
gested to us before, by divers persons, that if the 
commissioners did not immediately agree that all 
the land west of the Ohio should 4)0 given up by the 
United States, or even hinted any thing to the con* 
trary, by offering gifts or money as purchase, that 
not one of them or their company would go off the 
ground alive; for their fathers, who were all gone, 
had sold lands for knives, rum, &c. till they were 
now driven almost to the sun setting, where they 
were determiKd to make a stand. He also pointed 
out very sensibly, the sad effects strong drink had 
on their fathers in general. He then appeared per- 
fectly sober — informing that four days before he left 
the Miami Rapids, a deputation of two chiefs from 
a ti4be, embarked for Niagara to meet the commis- 
sioners, and let them know the outlines of their con- 
clusions; anci that if the white peopli^ would settle 
to the banks of the Ohio on the east side, and agree 
that the river should be tiHB line, they would b6 glad, 
and take them by the han^ and call them brothers. 
But we apprehended no such power lay with the 
commissioners, nor of its being the design of govern- 
ment,— ^the cloud looked dark and heavy, and por- 
tenifed some dreadful scenes of desolation, except 
the Lord should be pleased, in his abundant mercy, 
tp iqterpose and spare this wicked generation. 

Tl^ aforesaid Indian, notwithstanding his sens!- 
iility and calmness, about two hours after, returned 
muah' intoxicated with ruiSh-^behaved very rudely^ 
and (trew a stroke witbi his tooiahawk at one Sylves- 
ter Asl;, an intorprctorji iirbo had long resided with 
Vol. VI.— « 
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the Shawnese, and now Uvea at Fort Pitt. We su^ 
posed he had a grudp! against him for leaving them; 
but Ash prevented his doing him mischief- This, 
with other insolent behaviour to our landlord, caused 
captaia Munsey, who was there, to send for some 
•oldiers to turn him out of the garrison. These 
things took gloomy, and tend to confirm us that oo- 
thing short of wisdom from above will do for us to 
lean to. 

6lh. The weather is now dry and warm — the 
wheat it fast ripening, of which there is an appear- 
ance of very fine crops. Vegetables are plenty, 
»uch as new potatoes, peas, beans, &A The sloop 
Felicity just arrived from the Miamies, confirms 
the account of the Indian deputation being gone to 
meet the commissioners at Niagara, accompanied by 
colonel Butler and Simon Girty. The schooner 
Nancy also just arrived from Michillimackinac,with 
peltry — made her passage lo this place in seventeen 
days — distance three hundred and ninety miles, 

7lh. First of the weefc. We held a meeting in 
the forenoon in the old sail loft: it was to good satis- 
faction, being large and solid. In the afternoon we 
went about five miles to the river Rushe — held a 
meeting with the inhabitants there and several who 
went with us from the town. This also we thought 
was comforlable and edifying. 

8lh. The weather hot and sultry — a heavy thun- 
der shower. We have no account from the commis- 
sioners — hope they may come on with the Indian 
deputies, if any thing is likely to be done. This is 
truly a trying scene to us, lo be kept in this ezpeii< 
sive place so long in suspense; yet hope it may not 
be altogether in vain. We think we have done the 
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bq^t we could in our present circumstances. Various 
reports are daily coming in, with res{>ect-to the In- 
dians' disposition. We much desire an opportunity 
with them in council, if it could be come at proper^ 
ly, whether the commissioners come or not. The 
opinion of many is, there will be no general treaty* 
We received a Jetter from colonel M'Kee in answier 
to one written him some time ago; — says he will at- 
tend to our request, and give us every intelligence 
he apprehends necessary; — and yesterday^one frx^m 
captain Hendricks^.at the rapids^of Miami, request- 
ing some favours from us,. — 'which were granted. 
And truly w^fiave many requests, that in our pre^ 
tsent circumstances we are not able to comply with 
to the full. Hendricks' account is mqre favourable 
th^Ln some others we have had. He expresses a 
iiope there will be a peace. The general cry among 
the 'gentlemen and more knowing inhabitants of this 
placid is, ^^ for God's sake, gentlemen, -don^iventure 
yourselves to Sandusky." This we believe ts from 
motives of entire friendship and good will to us, 
and makes it at time%vflry trying. And though we 
Kave not felt any slavish*, fears — yet hope to move 
cautiously, as wisdom, which is profitable to direct, 
may ^ipt out the way. One of the Indians, a De- 
laware, that brought captain Hendricks' letter, says 
tfail^ western Indians keep their runners constantly 
oat to watch the motion of general Wayne's army, 
from whom they have some fearful apprehensions; 
which *we hope are groundless. 

i^th. We had a visit from captain Blue Jacket, a 

^rifccipal warrior among the Shawnese. He was in 

' command at the defeatof St Clair's army. He was 

siAly dresseckvliktappetraiice is lofty, and masovi- 
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line. He Buiil he had heard of the Quakers— thit 
ihey were a harmless people that did not &{;lit; wi 
Vras glad now to $ee ua. We had also a visit (roni 
■eTcra) others of the same tribe. One of a iolid 
countenance said, he heartily desired we mlgM 
succeed in Ihc great work of peace; and appeared 
much pleased to sec us. We have several cppaSle 
interpreters with usj but our sentimenta being peace- 
ful, serious and reli<^ious, are so opposite tn thein, 
that when they do interpret, it is with such reluc- 
taoee as puts it out of our power to relicFe eat 
minds so fully as we could wish. This day reeeived 
s letter from the Moravian Indians add their minis- 
ter, expressing their grateful sense of Friends' kind- 
ness to Ihem. 

lOlh. The sloop Detroit, bound to Mackin3W,ir- 
iTed from Fort Erie in eijtht days. We were in 
of letters, but were disappointed. Howeyer 
oudersiand the commissioners, with a number of 
|«di»ns, are coming in the Dunmore which was 
fcfjrly ready to sail, and may be soon expected, if 
■At met with by the Chipaway, and detained by the 
tbiefs who were to have a conference with them 
pevious to their coming forward to ihe treaty. 

Uth. Had the company of several Indians — one 
^' whom, David Canada, speaks good English, and 
ijlA^rets well. His- father was a while man. He 
t^ been in Europe — appears friendly to the Ame- 
[.i)40 interest, and says he will go with us to the 

t^jijl. We all went over the river to our land- 
«Si«'& ^0>> where we dined on provision we look 
■v.» 1**. Spent most of the day there and in visit- 
4,1 ,^«M» Mighbours. Returned in the evening. 
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The sloop Sagonay is just arrived from Fort Erie^ 
The Dunmore was waiting for a wind, when th6 
deputation of Indians arrived — and the commission- 
ers returned to Navy Hall to have a conference. 
This is an additional disappointment, and further 
trial of our faith and patience. 

13th. The weather fair and pleasant — the people 
very busy in hay-making, and some beginning their 
wheat harvest. In the afternoon the sloop Speed- 
.well arrived from Fort Erie, by which we had letters 
from our friends at home, and one from the commis- 
sioners, informing of their return to Navy Hall; but 
that they expict to come forward in a few days. 

14th. First of the week. For some days I have * 
felt rather dull and heavy — my spirits low. I feel 
the importance of our embassy with much weight. — 
The dark conversation frequently heard respecting 
war, is truly distressing and discouraging. I am 
frequently led to recur back to the first principles 
from whence the concern took its rise; and have, as 
yet, no cause to doubt of its propriety, although 
many discouraging prospects are frequently thrown 
in our way. We.are comfortably preserved in unity 
one with another in the main cause we are engaged 
in, hoping we shall not be shaken from the right 
ground by the enemies of peace,—- of which there 
are many. * 

This day we had another meeting in the usual 
place, which was large and solid. 

15th. Had an interview with captain Elliot, who 
had just returned from the Rapids, where the Indians ^ 

ire collected; but nothing further has transpired. 
He appears somewhat reserved; and our anxious 
state of suspense still continues. We are apprehen- 
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mire the Indian embassy to the commissioners majr 
prevent the proposed treaty. We wrote a letter to 
colonel McKee, and an epistle to the Indians, to be 
forwarded the first opportunity. 

Here we observe a species of Indian slaves called 
Pawnees, or Punins, — who are captives taken by 
the Chipaways from (he Suse, or Pawnee nations. 
It is sorrowful to think that a nation so famed for 
liberty, should hold them, and a number of the Afri- 
can race, in a state of bondage during life. The go- 
vernment here, we understand, has made some essay 
towards their enlargement, which, it is hoped, will, 
in time, amount to a total abolition. * 

16th. Had a solid opportunity with captain El- 
liot, deputy agent for Indian affairs, and again ex- 
pressed our anxious desires to him, thata solid pesoa 
might take place; we also queried if it would be 
proper for us, or any of our company, to visit the In- 
dians in their present council at the Rapids, where 
he was now about to return. He told us, he thought 
in the present state of things, it would not be eligi- 
ble to move that way. He gave us to understand, 
that the Indians were generally acquainted with our 
being here, and our views towards them ; and hoped 
on the return of the Indian embassy, some way would 
open for our relief. For the present, we concluded 
to forward the letters to M'Keeand the Indians, by 
Elliot, and as our having a personal interview with 
the Indians appeared doubtful, we forwarded Friends* 
Address to them, to be read by M'Kee in case we 
should fail of an opportunity ourselves, 

17th. The people are very busy in their harvest, 
having good crops : but in some places the grain is 
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injured by a kind of sinut> supposed to be oecasian- 
ed by much wet and rapid growth. 

We have lately he^d of the arrival of a number 
of Creeks and Cherokee Indians^ in the neighbour- 
hood of the Indian council — we fear, with views not 
friendly to a peaceable accommodation of matters 
with the Western Indians— as we hear hostilities 
between them and the whites have been renewed to 
the southward. These accounts are alarming and 
discouraging. The commissioners are not yet come. 
We wait as patiently as we can, until we hear fur* 
ther from them. 

18th. Thir morning had an interview with cap- 
tain Wellbank, who came with the detachment of 
Cherokee and Creek Indians fx^iifi the southern ter- 
Hfory, he says, morevthan a thousand miles/ and 
that they were ninety days on their journey. His 
principal. business seemed to be with colonel Eng- 
land, who gave immediate orders for the sloop Fell'* 
city to sail with him on board, to Fort Erie, on his 
way to governor Simeoe. We suppose they have 
some matters of impoclance^. as colonel England 
a few days ago assured us the Felicity was .detained 
on pmrpose ta take us to Sandusky^ or Fort Erie, 
as^irs'^ast eligible, on the shortest potice, whiok 
looked kind and friendly to our purpose. 

19th. The weather fair and pleasant, and through 
Divine favour, we arc all in health ; but are still in 
great suspense, with respect to the event of this in- 
tended treaty, which every day looks more and 
more discouraging. Yet we think we have been in 
the line of our duty in eohiing forward and labour- 
i«g thus far; and hope our being here naay be of 
tome use on divers accounts. Some of our compa* 
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ny walked yesterday to the spring about lliree miles 
below the town, where they had a satisfactory op- 
portunity with some Oneida Indians that were en- 
camped there. They seem jointly concerned with 
us for the accomplishment of peace. This day wc ' 
were all together in the arbour in the colonel's gar- ^ 
den, looking over some writings on Indian affairs. 
To this place we frequently resort, as it is retired 
and pleasant — being indulged with this privilege by 
invitation from the colonel Soon after our arrival 
here. 

20th, The harbour is now clear of shipping.— 
We are anxiously waiting the arrival of the Dun- 
more, by which we expect the commissioners, or to 
hear from them, hoping our detention here will be 
shortly closed by our going on to Sandusky, orw- 
turning to Fort Erie on our way home: till which 
we desire humbly to submit to the wise Disposer of 
events. 

21st, First of the week. We held a meeting in 
the sail loft at the tenth hour, which was a favour- 
ed time, it being large and solid. Soon after our re- 
turn, we heard of the arrival of the Dunmore at the 
mouth of the river, by a passenger svho came in her, 
and that the commissioners are on board, expecting 
to go forward soon to Sandusky. In the afternoon 
we had another comforlable meeting, crowned as 
we thought, with the Master's good presence. And 
now it looks likely to be a parting one, — the peo- 
ple behaved with remarkable quietness — manifest- 
ing much respect to us. I believe there are a few 
tender-hearted ones in this place that will remember 
us, and I hope we shall not forget them; — though it 
is sorrowful to behold the power and influence that 
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satan has too generally amongst the inhabitants of 
these parts. Captain Gibbons, who came passenger 
in the Dunmore, gave us the above intelligence re- 
specting the commissioners, and further says, the 
Indian deputies and they held a very friendly cdni?. 
ference together at Navy Hall, and things appeared 
in a favourable way respecting the treaty. This ac- 
count is more pleasant than any we have had for 
many days past. In this fluctuating state of things 
we find great need to IkCep on the fig^^ bottom, so 
that we may not be shaken from that foundation, 
and a humble confidence in the Divine power, which 
I trust we feltnn our embark|ition» 

22d, John Parrish, John Elliott, and myself, paid 
a.-yJsit to the Roman Catholic pripf^, who appeared 
to4ake it kind. We also had a short interview with 
the commandant, who has manifested much respeot 
to us during our long stay here, and now told us, 
that nothing should he waging that lay in his power 
to make our w:ay easy. 

23d and 24th. We now began to prej)are for leav- 
ii^g Detroit. The commandant visited us at our quar- 
ters, and informed us he proposed going with us in 
the Dunmore to see the commissioners. It seemed 
yery^i>)easant to find that respect which it is hoped 
may tend to strengthen the unity between them% — 
We should have been glad to see the commissioners 
here, but understanding neither they nor any othecs 
from a foreign state under military characters, are 
adniitted withtn the limits of this garrison, which 
includes the town that consists of about one hun- 
dred houses; under which consideration we tliink it 
^Bse of thankfulness for the indulgence, remarkable 
attention^ and kind treatment we have met with 
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durinfc our six weeks slay in Ihis place. This even- 
ing, pnid a short visit at commissary Rinold's, who, 
willi his wife and sensible daughter, appear lo hive 
M much solidity, uprightness, and vital religion, u 
any in the place. There are a few others we hiRhly 
estoeni, and towards whom we now feel a nearaffec- 
lion on taking our solemn farewell. 

25lh. Took leave of most of our acquaintances ia 
town and went on board the Dunmore, in which 
were colonel England and several other officers; fell 
down to the mouth of the river, about eighteen 
loiks, and landed at captain Elliot's, whose house 
the commissioners had taken, being large and con- 
reoient for their purpose. We were truly glad to 
M« (hem. and ihty us. Here the vessel is ordereii 
to lay untii we are ready lo go forward to SanduJ- 
ky. which depends on the time the Indians say the; 
ar« ready. It was pleasant to behold the friead- 
shift apparent between the colonel with the c 
BrLii5h officers, and our commissioners. This place 1 
i» vory agreeable; ibcre being a large farm, uilh , 
fields well slored wJlh grain, standing in shock— | 
suppni<cd to he. almut one thousand bushels; a l^fg^ i 
new luirn rijEhly feet long and about thirty-sii j 
wide; rinnid (he house a beautiful green, on whicli 
wo cuiMniped with fourteen tents, large and sa\i% 
confining our little company and the commission- 
ers' train, with some British officers who designed 
lo go with us to the grand treaty. The commiS' 
sioiiors gave us the substance of what passed be- 
tween them and the Indian deputies at Niagara: aH 
whivh appeared encouraging, and favourable towaros 
JO .tccommodation. We dined and supped all tog^' 
ihot, jiid slept quiet and well in our tents. 
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26th. Spent the day very agreeably together, 
having one general table. At night we had a great 
rain and heavy thunder; our tents not as well forti- 
fied as might have been. Towards day some of us 
got very wet by the water coming in ; but through 
Divine favour we were preserved. \ 

27th. A fine morning. Having an opportunity to 
go to Detroit in a small boat with Gotlieb Sensiman, 
a Moravian minister from Latrench river, and three 
Indians of their family, we embraced it. William 
Savery and myself took our passage in order to do 
some busine^ss for the commissioners, and a little for 
oarselves. The wind was ahead and we had to row 
all the way. Went to our old quarters. 

. 28thi First of the week. I felt weary with yes^- 
day's hard rowing, and almost ready to give out the 
prospect of a meeting. But towards evening, at 
about an hour's notice, we met at the old sail loft 
with many of the inhabttaiiks, who appeared glad of 
the opportunity, and it was satisfactory to ourselves. 
89th. The colonel's boat going down the river to 
our camp, with captains Freeman and Broadhead, 
we were invited to return with them; but our busi- 
ness not being completed, I concluded to stay, and 
take my passage in the schooner Nancy, bound to 
Fort Erie, and William Savery went with the offi- 
cers. ' 

dOth. I went on board the schooner, and near 
night landed at our camp, where I was informed a 
deputation of Ijadians from the Rapids had been here, 
and held a conA^rence with the commissioners. They 
appeared uneasy with what had passed at Niagara, 
asserting that nothing short of Ohio river being the 
Uxke^ would '^isfy them ; they requested the com- 
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missioners' answer to-morrow, on that head, ana re- 
tired over the river. This unexpected change look- 
ed again (iisoou raging; believing our Worthy com- . 
missioners had nothing but upright views in Iheif 
proceedings, consistent with the trust reposed in them 
by the government of the United Slates. Though 
what their views are, is yet unknown to us; but wa 
hope, and expect, they will be generous and liberal, 
evincing lo the world that the present proceedings 
and designs of the Unilcd States are founded on 
reason, equity, and justice. And so far as this may 
be the case, we hope the Lord may be on our side, 
in this onr trying situation. J 

31st. In the afternoon the Indians came over, and I 
being seated on the beautiful green in the shade of ] 
some trees, the commissioners came forth with their 
speech in writing, which was interpreted by Tho- 
mas Jones, from the Genesee, in (he Seneca lan- 
guage. In it ivas contained many c;in(lid and gen- 
erous proposals; but not coming up so fully lo their 
demands as they seemed to wish, they declined lo 
make any reply at present. But having the paper 
given to them, said they would consider it mature- 
ly, and return an answer to-morrow. On which the 
council broke up, and the Indians returned again to 
Whitewood Island, opposite to our camp. Among 
these were the chiefs of tend ilTerent nations, who ap- 
peared in council solid and sober. 

8th nio. 1st. The Indian deputies returned in the 
morning early, and being seated, the Wyandot chief 
called Carry-all-about, whose name signifies King of 
all the western nations up the Lakes, — made a short 
speech, importing, " That many treaties had been 
held at different places from time to time, wherein 
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you say lands have been purchased; but would ao 
knowledge no legal and permanent conveyance 
since the treaty at Fort Stanwix, twenty-five years 
ago. So that the lands on this side the Ohio are 
ours, and the lands on the other side are yours. — 
And you may go home and tell Washington what 
we say. We understand all you said to us very 
well, and we expect you understand us." Simon 
Girty was their interpreter. After rising up and 
stepping off a few yards, they found a mistake in 
expression, and recalled their words, desiring the 
commissioners would stay where they are, till they 
could go to the council and return with an answer, 
which, if favoured with wind and weather, may be 
accomplished in about five days. We had some de- 
sire to go with them to the Rapids, as captain El- 
liot, captain Thomas M'Eee, and others were go- 
ing to the council. But this was not approbated; 
and as our letters sent by captain Elliot had not 
been forwarded by him on account of his meeting 
the commissioners here, who thought proper to de- 
tain them, concluding we should have an opportu- 
nity shortly to see them ourselves, — after opening 
and reading them, and adding a short postscript, we 
were encouraged to send them forward, though at a 
late stage. 

2d. Towards evening, several of us in company 
with our good old general, took a walk up the river 
about a mile, and drank tea at James Colwell's. The 
result of this great business is cause of much close 
exercise at times^ — our minds being made sensible 
that nothing but supernatural wisdom will do for us 
to lean to. 

3d. The sloop Detroit came to, here, on her way 
Vol. VI.— 28 
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to Fort Erie, from Michillimackinac, loaded with 
peltry, having on board three hundred aud thirty- 
three packs, the greatest part supposed to be worth I 
twenty guineas each. So great is the fur trade in 
this country, that it is almost beyond description. 
In the afternoon, John Elliott and myself toot B 
walk fo Simon Girty's, and from thenee about half 
a mile further down the lake, where we saw some 
plain traces of one of the very old forts, among the 
many that are in divers parts of this country, of 
which the present Indians can give no account from 
tradition or otherwise. 

4th. First of the week. We held a small meet- 
ing at Simon Girty's, we hope to profit: — himself 
gone to the Indian council with the deputies that 
were here from the Rapids. William Savery and 
myself being comrades in a small tent, our bedding 
got a good deal wet with the great rain that fell to- 
day, and having no npportunity for drying, we slept 
on ihcm as they were. In the morning, felt well, 
which is an additional cause of thankfulness for the 
many favours we have received. 

5th. We have frequent visits from the town, — 
and this day came James Abbot, William Bow, and 

Sportsman, in a small sail boat. Our friend 

John Parrish, paid a visit to the Wyandot Indian 
town about four miles from our camp. This night 
was the most general complaint of the musketoes I 
have yet heard since our encamping here. Most of 
us got little sleep either in the house, tents, or on 
ship board. Towards day the weather grew colder 
— wind N. W, which caused an increase of muske- 
toes in our tents. 

filh. One of the servants of captain Elliot, called 
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Toby, a Pawnee slave, who has lain near a year in 
a consumption, died about two o'clock this afternoon. 
I was with him for about an hour before he depart- 
ed, and speaking with him about fifteen minutes be- 
fore he breathed his last, found he was sensible of 
death being upon him. He said he understood all 
I said to him, and was glad he was noticed in his 
last moments. I think I never saw before so hasty 
a burial. His coffin was made immediately, and his 
interment took place about sunset, in a grave near 
by on the bank of the river, attended by about twen- 
ty people, whites, blacks, and Indians. This was 
the end of pooj Toby. 

7th. I was at captain William ColwelPs, and ioi 
wards evening walked to Simon Girty^s. JV|^iogli|; 
the wind came strong from the souths wlth'4i)0cK 
rain. William and I got a little wet again, but are 
preserved in health. 

8th. Two Indians came from the Rapids, by whom 
we received letters from captain Hendricks, a chief 
of the Five Nations, announcing his opinion there 
'will be peace. This was pleasant, indeed, and we 
Mit up this evening, conversing with the commis- 
sioners till past eleven o'clock. Slept wellj being 
clear of musketoes. 

9th. William Savery and myself dined oh board 
the ship that rides nearly opposite our camp. This 
evening came in several more Indians from the Ra- 
pids, whose reports agree in substance with captaio 
Hendricks' letters. They were treated with a glass 
a piece, and encamped near by; but a canoe coming 
from Detroit with rum, they were made very noisy. 
This, with the musketoes, caused little sleep. 

10th. Great looking out for the boat's return from 
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the council, for which we are very anxious. The 
Bcason advancing, and the great distance we are 
from home, together with the continued uncertainty 
of succeeding, according to our wishes, in the great 
business we are engaged in, accompanied with other 
unpleasant circumstances, g;ive us at times some very 
disagreeable sensations. Yet on the whole, we are 
preserved in a good degree of patience, still believing 
our coming out was right, be the event as it may. 

11th. First of the week. Noarrival from the Ra- 
pids to alleviate our strong desires and anxiety to see 
the Indians. With some difGculiy we got to Grose 
Isle, where we held a meeting with some of its in- 
habitants and divers from the main, to a good de- 
gree of satisfaction. This morning, Jasper Parrish, 
who had been express to Philadelphia, the second 
time, arrived in the ship Ottoway, from Fort Erie, 
by whom we received many letters from home. 

13th, Our anxiety and great suspense still con- 
tinue, William Savery and Jasper Parrish both 
poorly. At night our rest was much disturbed by 
the musketoes. We have frequent visits from small 
parties of Indians, who sometimes find means to get 
too much rum, and are then troublesome; otherwise 
they are quiet and civil. Fresh provisions are plen- 
ty here; but rate very high. Sheep from four to 
six dollars, not large. 

13th. No remarkable occurrence. We are still 
looking earnestly for the boats from the great In- 
dian council. 

14th. This day we had the company of captain 
Wellbank, who returned some days ago from Nia- 
gara. He gave the commissioners much the'same 
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account we received from him at Detroit the 18th 
ultimo. 

15th. Felt dull and heavy in body and mind. — • 
We have a Wyandot Indian^ who stays much with 
us. He often goes out to hunt, and brings in plenty 
of ducks, &c. for which he gets well paid. He ap* 
pears to be a sensible man, speaks many languages 
in the Indian tongue and some English. Two men 
came from the other side of the river, and informed 
the boats were coming from th^ council to invito us 
to the treaty.. 

16th. Id the afternoon came two young Indian 
men, (Wyandots) they looked wild and afraid; one 
of them was introduced to general Lincoln^ and 
handed him a message in writing, from, the great 
council, informing, that the several treaties at Foil 
M'Intosh, Miami, Muskingum, &c., where lands 
bad been ceded by two or three nations only, were 
not valid, as they had no right to cede lands. And 
as for the large sums of money proposed to be given 
for their country, they did not want it, and a great 
many of them did not know the use of it: therefore 
desired it might be applied with the propose^ sala* 
ry, to the indemnification of the settlers north of 
the Ohio. And as they supposed they were mostly 
poor people, or they would not have settled on dis- 
puted lands> they now proposed that government 
should give the money to them. It would be a suf- 
ficient compensation to those settlers, and might in- 
duce them to move quietly somewhere else, out of 
the Indian country-^-and make the Ohio the bounda- 
ry: for it was their land. And signified, as the 
land to the westward was filled up, they had nor 
where to repair to, and were now determined ta laijr 
28* 
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their bones in that country. As to the conce3iion9 
the commissioners proposed makiog, by giving mo- 
ney, they did not want it; and running a new line 
was but giving them a part of their own land. And 
as to disclaiming the right to all their country by ^ 
virtue of the peace made with the king, their father, '; 
they knew they never were conquered, and the pre- [ 
emptton right agreed on hy the British and United 
States, concerning the purchasing of their country, i 
could not be binding on them; for they supposed 
they had a right to sell their lands to whom they 
pleased. Upon the whole, it was received as a very 
contemptible speech, by our commissioners — which 
8oon appeared to be the case, as the baggage was i 
ordered on board, and caused an alarm in our camp, j 
Some for safety proposed to lodge on board the ship, I 
and divers tents were struck. Some went on board, ' 
and others took to the house for safety. This pros- I 
pect, all on a sudden, looked gloomy, and Friends 
got together to feel if any thing further opened for 
us to do. We felt much shut up; — and as we had 
never been called into council with the commission- 
ers, nor had any public conference with the Indians, 
we were obliged to hear our own burthens, and sub- 
mit the awful subject to the interposition of the Di- 
vine hand, and turn our faces homeward to our dear 
friends and connexions, in hopes of reaching our 
Yearly Meeting. 

This evening, two runners who were despatched 
three days ago, returned with a verbal message from 
the Five Nations, who expected us to come for- 
ward, and were moving six miles down the river to 
meet us. They having all along appeared very 
friendly to the United States, this appeared an art- 
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ful manoeuvre^ on one side or the other. It was 
0omewhat extraordinary to hear general Lincoln ex- 
press, that they had received just such an answer as 
he could have wished. What his meaning was, is 
unknown. Friends slept in their tents as herefofore, 
I believe with little fear. 

17th. We were hurried on board soon after break- 
fast, with the remainder of our baggage. Two run- 
ners were despatched by the commissioners to the 
Six Nations, the object unknown to us. About ele- 
Ten o'clock, we were all on board, and stood down 
the river into the lake. My mind felt sorrowful and 
very heavy, reflecting on the important subject of 
our journey ; but I could see nothing matfrial^mit- 
ted on our part, to give uneasiness: so I endiaVoui^ 
to rest quiet, leaving the event to Him who judgeth 
righteously. In this part of the world, but little mo- 
rality, law, or religion, appears to govern the peo- 
ple, though the climate is blessed with health and 
there is plenty of the good things of this life; no- 
thing being wanting but industry and thankful 
hearts. 

18th. First of the week. We came to anchor 
among a cluster of islands in the west end of the 
lake; of which there is said to be about thirty, great 
and small. Some of them produce abundance of red 
cedar, much used in ship building — there are also 
raekoons and many other wild animals on them. We 
, stood out into the open lake with pleasant weather. 
Had a season of solid retirement in the cabin, with 
a few of our fellow passengers, to a good degree of 
satisfaction and comfort; though held in much con- 

^ tempt by others, who supposed themselves wise and 

:;, l^d enough already. 

P 



r 



33fi JOSEPH MOORE'S JOHKNAt. 

19th. Light head wind. We have thirty-one pa»- 
sengers on board, besides the ship'a crew and ma- 
rines. Provisions plenty — poultry, sheep, hoga — 
and two bears belonging to captain Bunbury. 

19th. We passed the mouth of Cajahoga river, 
and in sight of the Looming-hills on the south shore, 
land claimed and held by the Delaware Indians.— 
The light and trivial conversation on board, accom- 
panied with such a degree of profanity in language 
ond behaviour one to another, at times, was truly 
distressing, though otherwise we were as comforta- 
bly accommodated as the nature of our situation 
would admit. 

23d. We anchored at Fort Erie.— 23d. Rainy, 
no goods or baggage could be landed, as the laks 
was rough, which caused a great surf. 24th. Morn- 
ing fair and calm — a great stir, hoisting out casks, 
trunks. Sic. The commissioners |>reparing to set 
forward, some by water, others by land. William 
Savory and William Hartshorne, are to go with ge- 
neral Lincoln, by Ontario. Jacob Lindley is pro- 
vided with a horse by the commissioners, and goes 
by land ; so that we are all busily engaged fixing our 
baggage each in his own way, clearing off all ex- 
penses for passage, &c. And truly we may say, by 
this time, we became pretty much stript of the con- 
tents of our purses, and a great deal of our stock of 
provisions, &e. John Elliott and John Par>ish went 
on shore in the afternoon, to get to some Friend's 
house. Jacob Lindley and myself went in the even- 
ing to the house of Benjamin Willson, who liad been 
on board with us all the afternoon. I felt myself in 
some measure, like one let out of prison. Here we 
were kindly treated and lodged ; proposing to visit % 
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number of Friends and friendly people, in and about 
this neighbourhood, before we set out for home; 
^^hich seemed annexed to my concern in coming 
forth to this country, to attend the proposed treaty 
\yith the Indians. 

25th. First of the week. We held a public meet- 
ing, and visited a few families — towards evening, 
got to Asa Schooley's, where John Parrish came to 
us. Here we lodged. 

26th. John Elliott came to us this morning — so 
that we are now all together again. We went to John 
Herrit's, son-in-law to Asa Schooley, had a sitting 
there and returned to Asa's — there had a solid op- 
portunity with his family and the family of John 
Cutler, together; — after which, went to Daniel 
Pound's and lodged. 

27th. We held a public meeting at Joseph Ha- 
venHr, which was large and favoured; at the close^ 
we had a select opportunity with such as profess 
with Friends, a number of them being members, to 
whom some interesting matters of advice were com« 
municated. Upon the whole, we thought it a very 
aolid and profitable opportunity, many hearts being 
tendered; for whom, in their lonely situation, we 
were brought into near sympathy. We parted from 
them in much love. John Parrish and myself went 
to Ezeiael Dennis's, up the side of Lake Erie about 
six miles, to point Ebino, where we were kind- 
ly entertained and lodged. I think when the meet- 
ing was select as above mentioned, there was in the 
whole, young and old, about forty— many decent 
looking young people, with innocent countenances^ 
were present; on account of whom I felt much con- 
cern for their religious and school education. 
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28lh. Set out and rotie up the beautiful beach on 
thp lake shore, about ten miles, to what is cilled ihe 
Svgar Loaf, a point of land extending out inllie 
lake, with a remarkable round hill, at a distance re- 
sembling a sugar loaf. Here we Tiaited seven fami- 
lies, and returned in the evening to our friend Am 
School cy's. 

29th, With divers other Friends, we wentaboal 
twelve miles to esquire Powell's, where we hod \ 
large public meeting of Friends and others, to mucli 
Batisfaction to ourselves, and I believe it was so to the 
auditory. They behaved quiet, and with becoming 
decency. After which many Friends took leave ot 
us in much love and tenderness, and departed to 
their several homes. We dined with the squire, be- 
ing freely and JiberaJly entertained. Afterwards 1 
rode about four miles to the fort, and went on board 
the Dunmore on a small errand, with our friend Wil- 
liam Lundy, who having heard of our being herej 
came about twenty miles to see us, and was at the 
mceliiig to-day. In the evening went to our friend ] 
Benjamin Willson's — leaving the other Friends at 
Powell's. John Elliott had been very poorly with 
the ague and fever — am fearful he will hardly be 
able to ride very soon, which is now a great trial to 
us, being very desirous to move towards home.— 
Having iiad the two public meetings above mention- 
ed, and visited most of the families and Friends in 
this country, to wit, Asa Schooley, Joseph Havens, 
Obadiah Dennis, Abraham Webster, John Cutler, 
John Hill, Benjamin Hill, Jeremiah Moore, {Abra- 
ham Laing, and Benjamin Canby, single men) John 
Taylor, Joshua Gillam, Joseph Marsh, Adam Bur- 
well, Daniel Pound, William Lundy, Thomas Kice, 
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J'ames Crawford, Enoch Scrigley, Samuel Taylor, 
Szekiel Dennis, and several others. 

30th. We now begsin to prepare to leave this part"* 
t^f the country. This morning the other Friends 
came to me at Benjamin Willson's. Jasper Parrish 
we hear is very poorly at the landing, not able to 
return. We felt loth to leave him, but understand- 
ing general Ghapin, with whom he has his home, is 
expected to be here in about a week, we were the 
more easy to leave him. 

31st. John Elliott now bravely, 4hough weak, 
>^ms very willing to move forward. We waited 
fills morning for Abraham Laing, a young man who 
18 going to the States, and is very desirous of our 
company. Then went to Powell's, and thence Jo * 
^ Windecker's, the ferryman^ where Abraham Laing 
p eame to us — we crossed over and went three miles 
& la Oirnelius Winney's, at Bufialo creek. Hereive «^ 
^stayed, as there is no house between this and the ^ 
b Genesee, which is called seventy-five miles. ^ ^ 
j^ 0th mo. 1st. First-day. Set out early for Getf^- 
see^-^rode about forty miles; night came on, and we 
halted by the side of a small brook, and began to 
make preparation for a shelter, but a cloud came on 
with heavy thunder and rain. We made out to gibt 
afire kindled, which wsil a comfort to us; but we 
got very wet The wind being high, several trees 
£bI1 near us, which was somewhat alarming. The 
fgast held about two hours, and then cleared up with 
bright star-light the remainder of the night. We all 
lay before the fire^ in the best manner we could, in 
^ur wet situation, got some sleep, but were some- 
**rh$t afflicted with the musketoes. On the whole, 
W thought ourselves much favoured. 
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8d. Wb were up early, looked out for our horses, 
put on our kettle, and made a good dish of choco- 
* Ute, ivherein our friend John Parriah, waa princi- 
pal director — then set out and rode about thirty-fiTe 
miles to the Genesee riycr, which we crossed by 
fording, and put up at John Gilbert Berry's, where 
we were comfortably entertained. 

3d. After writing letters to general Chapin it 
Canandaigua, captain Bunbury at Niagara, and cap- 
tain Hendricks, a chief among the Five Nations, we 
rode sixteen noiles to James Miller's, superintendent 
of Williamsburgh farm, where we put up for the 
night, there being no place for lodging short of for- 
ty miles further. Among the many Indians resort- 
ing about Berry's, we saw a woman, said to be i 
hundred years old. In conversation with her, and 
admiring her grey hair, she assigned as a reason for 
her long life, that she was always kind and good, 
and against all quarrels; therefore God had spared 
her to see the sun a long time; pointing up to it- 

■1th. This morning we took a wrong road and 
had to rclurn, by which we lost about ten miies. so 
that we were not able to reach Bath, and lodged at 
the same old Indian cabin we were at in going up 
in the spring, eleven miles short of the place we 
aimed at We struck up a fire and slept pretty com- 
fortably. 

5th. We rode to Bath, and late in the evening got 
to colonel Lindley's, where we put up, having rode 
about forty miles. 

6th. We wore up early, proposing to reach the 
Block-house, distant about forty miles, but having 
our young friend Abraham Laing in company, with 
a poor little horse that tired on the way, our pro- 
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gfess was retarded, so that we were benighted in 
very dark thick woods, and were obliged to alight. 
There, tying up our horses to the trees, with much" 
, difiScuIty we kindled a fire, and lay on the ground, 
which, with our clothes, were wet with rain. We 
kept up our fire,* got a little sleep, wishing for day, 
and were glad when it appeared. We left Abraham 
Laing with his tired horse about eight miles back^ 
where there is a small cabin in the woods< 

7th. Mounted our horses before sun-rise, and 
rode two miles to the Block-house, where we took 
breakfast, and gave our horses as much oats as we 
thought would be useful. Being thus refreshed, we 
set out, leaving Abraham Laing to come on as well 
as he could, in hopes that he may overtake us at 
Muncy. We rode seventeen miles to James Kyle's, 
tfnd dined — thence fourteen miles to our friend 
Samuel Harris's, at Loyalsock, where John Parrish 
and myself lodged, leaving Jacob Lindley and John ^^ 
Elliott five miles back to get their horses shod.-^ 
Here we heard of great sickness in Philadelphia. *^^^^ 

8th. First of the week. After breakfast, Jacob *"* 
Libdley and John Elliott came up^ and we went to 
Muncy meeting. Here we met with a number of 
obr dear friends. This seemed very pleasant, and 
we had a solid, favouredtime together. After which 
we went to our friend Samuel Wallace's and dined, 
then disposed of ourselves in several places to lodge.. 
I went to Henry Parker's. We all felt a little of 
the efiects of lying in the damp woods in our wet 
elothoB, and hard travelling for two days past, with 
^ rough roads, and crossing many creeks; one called 
Trout run, we crossed thirty times, and Lycoming 
creek seven times — with several large mountains. 
Vol. VL—29 
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one of which was a part of the Alleghany. Tfa« 
■ickncss in Philadelphia confirmed in every place. 
• 9lh. Not feeling quite clear of this neighbour- 
hood, we held another meeting at Muncy meeting 
house, which was larger than yesterday, and modi 
favoured. After dinner, went back six miles to Sa- 
muel Harris's, over the very large and rapid creek 
called Loyalsock. Here we had a large and satisfac- 
tory meeting. Most of our company returned, but I 
Stayed here. 

lOih. Our friend S. H., an ancient man, has laia 
poorly for some time, and not likely to continue 
long. He Eeems quiet and calm, and told me this 
morning, he felt bravely refreshed, and much satis- 
fied with the meeting,and thecompany of his friends. 
I took a solemn leave of him and the family, and pro- 
ceeded to Wallace's. We then all set out together, 
and rode to William Ellis's, where we settled the 
running accounts we had among ourselves. Our 
^ . friend Jacob Lindley concluded here to leave us, 
BJp and proceed home by way of Harrisburgh. We 
■.' then went on, having Joseph Carpenter for a guide, 
eighteen miles toward Catawissa, and put up at our 
friend John Eves's, at Fishing creek, where we were 
kindly entertained. 

11th. Here we had a meeting with a few Friends 
and divers of their neighbours, in a school house, to 
a good degree of satisfaction and comfort. Set out 
in company with Isaac James, brother to John, in 
Philadelphia, and rode about twelve miles to Catta> 
wissa, crossing the north-east branch of the Susque- 
hanna, and put up at our friend John Lloyd's. Here 
is a small ttfwn of about thirty buildings. I lodged 
at JaoieB Watson's, John Partish at John Lloyd's, 
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poorly, John Elliott stopped about eight miles short 
of this, at John WiHson's. 

12th. John Elliott came to us this morning. On 
his way he called to see an ancient Friend, now in 
the ninety-seventh year of her age. We had no 
public meeting here, but visited most of the families 
of Friends in town, wherein our friend John Par- 
rish had good service, and was much favoured. In 
the afternoon we rode about nine miles to Roaring 
creek. This part of the country is hilly and moun- 
tainous, — the vallies interspersed with good farms. 
Many -Friends are settled hereabouts. Lodged at 
Moses Starr's. 

13th. Rode twenty-six miles to Cold Run, and 
put up at Samuel Webb's, having crossed the Little 
Mouiitain, Mahony, Broad, Locust, and Tuscarora 
mountains. Great part of the way very rough and 

■iwy. 

14th. Set out and rode seven miles to Richard 
Stephens's — thence to Harkerstown. We here met 
with our friend Mordecai Lee, who had heard oj 
our coming, and came to meet us. We went home 
With bim. 

15th. First of the week. Joseph Wright, living; 
"^hi One part of the house with his family, has lately 
been afflicted with the bloody flux, by which he had 
lost three children. Divers Friendis came here to 
flee us, vi^. John Starr, Thomas Wright, Levi Pil- 
kiogton, &c. We all attended their meeting at Mai- 
den creek-^and after dinner proceeded nine miles to 
Reading, where we put up at Samuel Jackson's. — 
The sickness, and distress in consequence thereof, 
we still hear confirmed, and much talked of, as still 
l^giog to a great degree in Philadelphia — which, I 
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expect will be a tryiog circumalauce lo maDji frieods 
in the country, in gellinjt to our ensuing Yearly 
Meeting. May the good liatid be near lo lielp us, 

ISth. Samuel Wallace, from Muucy, called to see 
us. He left the city yesterday, and confirms the 
kccounts of tie sickness and mortality to be quite 
equal to what we have heard — and that the principal 
nurses for the sick, and buriers of the dead, are ttie 
blacks, of whom it is said, very few or none have 
yet taken the disorder. After breakfast we set out 
and rode twenty-three miles to Joseph Potts's, 
where we lodged. Here we again heard much of 
the distressed situation of Philadelphia. Our friend 
John Elliott left John Parrish and myself here, pro- 
posing to ride into town this evening to his family. 

19th. I have been these two days past, poorly 
with a cold, and very hoarse; but through favour, this 
morning, feel some better. John Parrish was Lak^ 
in a carriage by a friend, proposing to go to Darby, 
where he understands his wife was gone, inteDding 
by John Field's, who with many others are 
'fiut of town. At the same time I set out with my 
'friend Joseph Potts, and rode nine miles to Germ^- 
tjown. Called at Henry Drinker's, who with his 
family were here. From thence went with Hcdej** 
to John Pembertoo's, who was here also with his 
fiimily. Having heard that Beverly Randolph was 
at his cousin Edmund Randolph's, the attorney ge- 
neral of the United States, about three miles from 
this, and being desirous to see him, towards even- 
ing, John Pemberton, Henry Drinker and myself 
went there in John's carriage. We were glad to see 
each other again, and after spending about an hour 
and a half together in free coaversatiac, returtted to 
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Germantown, where I lodged at my friend John 
Johnson's. 

20th. The weather dry and warm — thought to be 
rather unfavourable to the sick in the city, where 
deaths and burials are frequent through the day. — 
Here I met with my friend Sarah Lundy, who is 
on her way to the Yearly Meeting, and a proposed 
visit to the Southern States. Also, again met with 
my dear friend, William Savery, who came in last 
evening, his wife being here, and having taken 
lodgings at Caspar Haines's. We were all together 
at their preparative meeting, where divers weighty 
testimonies were delivered by Sarah Lundy and 
others^ and solemn supplication by William Savery. 
Wm. Hartshorne returned home from New York, 
well. 

81st- This being the day for opening our select 
Yearly Meeting, it was exceedingly trying to many 
Friends, on account of the prevailing and mortal 
disorder raging in the city, where it is said from a 
hundred to a hundred and fifty of a day, have been ^; 
taken to their graves. I was much exercised in '^'*^y^.f 
flBtnd on that account, being yet poorly with my '^0 
^pold, which 1 now apprehend to be what is common- 
^tiy called the influenza; — however, on the whole, I 
thought I felt most easy to go forward, and rode 
into Philadelphia, attended the meeting at Fourth 
atre^ which was a solid, favoured time, though 
rery smalt. There were some Friends from ©very 
Quarter, though many of the representatives were 
absent. I think from one meeting there was but 
one answered. The number on the women's side 
of the hous6> in the whole, twenty-four. I dined at 
Thomas Wislar^s, and towards evening returned ta 



# 



^ 



342 JOSEPH MOOBE S JOUBHAL. 

OermantowD, feeling myself very poorly with great 
debility. While in the city, 1 had occasion to pass 
by Friends' burial ground, the Potter's field, and 
several others. The prospect was awful and alarm- 
iug, to behold the many new graves, and others dig- 
ging, with the hearses standing, and some coming 
ind going — most of which were attended by the 
black people, whom it is said the disorder haa not 
reached. This is a token of raeroy, mixed with 
judgment, both to them and the whites, they being 
the principal nurses and carriers of the dead. I am 
hardly able to describe my feelings on the present 
occasion, believinj^ it to be all in wisdom, and hoping 
it may have a tendency to bring the lofty from their 
■eats, and beget greater humility than has of latter 
time appeared in that highly favoured city. 

23nd. First of the week. The weather much the 
same as many days past. I felt very weak and poor- 
ly; did not go out to meeting, but kept in my quar- 
ters, where I was very kindly and tenderly treated, 
* wanting for nothing the house could afibrd to make 
me comfortable. John Johnson and his wife Rachel, 
appear to be tender-hearted, sympathising friends, 
blessed with a plenty of the good things of this life, 
and an open disposition to communicate freely to 
those ihat are in need. May the Lord reward them, 
■8 good stewards of the manifold favours received. 

23rd. This day our general Yearly Meeting bd- 
gins, at ten o'clock in the morning. I muoh desired 
to be there; but remaining poorly, concluded to lay 
by another day for rest. I think I now feel the ef- 
fects of hard riding through the wilderness, and ly- 
ing on the damp ground; being stiffened, with sore- 
ness in my bones. John Elliott, I hear, has been 
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poorly since his arrival in town. Neither he nor 
John Parrish was at meeting on seventh-day. Jacob 
Lindley, William Savery and myself were there, 
and glad to see each other again in that place; and 
many friends expressed their gladness at our safe 
feturn. 

24th. The weather dry and warm, the roads very 
dusty. This morning felt better. Leaving my horse 
here^ I rode into town with my friend John John- 
son, in a chair — attended two sittings of our Yearly 
Meeting, which was much smaller than usual. Our 
friend Nicholas Wain, was again chosen clerk for 
the present year; and the business went on in much 
brotherly love and concord — a good degree of so^ 
lemnity and weight attending^ I lodged at Thomas. 
Hough's. . • 

d5th. The weather much the same. I continue 
tolerable well in health; but weak and some cough.. 
Attended the meeting as yesterday. Dined at N« 
Wain's, and lodged at John James's. 

'26th, and fifth of the week. The meeting assent^ 
bled again at nine o'clock, and the business conclu-^ 
ded before twelve^ in solemn quiet^ and, I believe,, 
to the satisfaction of all present. After which, I 
dined with my friend David Bacon, and returned to 
Grermantown with my kind friend, John Johnson^ 
who had also attended all the sittings of this Yearly 
Meeting. The sickness in town continues as here-* 
tofore. Divers friends in the city are paying con- 
stant attention to the sick — providing necessaries^ 
nurses, coffins^ and carriers of the dead. At which 
I felt ^ad, and hope they will be rewarded for their 
labours in so ^reat and charitable a work. 'm 

■■) 



TV /allowing Essay appears to have been Ihe 
commencement q/ a Testimony from Friends 
o/ Kingwood monthly Tneeiing, concerning Jo- 
seph Moore. 

"Our beloved friend, Joseph Moore, was born at 
Woodbritlge in New Jersey, in the year 1732, of 
parents not professing with us; but as he advanced 
to manhood, a merciful extension of Divine regard 
80 opened his understanding in the path of true reli- 
gion, thai he joined in communion with Friends. — 
Soon after his marriage he came to settle within the 
limits of our meeting;. Ho had not long resided 
with us before he received a gift in the ministry: in 
the exercise of which he appeared very much to 
our edification and comfort. He was well qualified 
for the discipline of the church, and diligently la- 
boured therein for the promotion of peace and good 
order; nor were his pacific endeavours sitogether 
confined to the religious society of which he was a 
memijer, but he was also luefully employed in pro- 
moting peace and harmony in his neighbourhood, 
where very few Friends resided. 

He was of an affable disposition, ^^atly delight- 
ing in the company and conversation of his friends. 
His upright life and social engaging manners, to- 
gether with his exemplary conduct, procured him 
an extensive acquaintance with people of all denomi- 
nations, by whom ftlso he was generafty beloved. — 
His gospel labours in the work of the ministry were 
chiefly confined to this and the neighbouring meet- 
ings, until the year 1 78&, when he performed a reli- 
gious visit, in company with his near aod dear 
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friend, Abraham Gibbons, to Friends, and those 
professing with us, in Nova Scotia. In this journey 
they travelled in much harmony, and their gospel 
labours were to the satisfaction of the visited. In 
the following year, accompanied by William Wil- 
son, of Philadelphia, he proceeded a second time to 
Nova Scotia, with a donation from Friends, to be 
distributed amongst the poor in that country. This 
important trust and service he was enabled diligent- 
ly to perform, to the satisfaction of Friends. 

This our dear friend was a true sympathiser with 
the sick and afflicted, either in body or mind, among 
the different religious denominations; and frequent 
were the calls which he made to this class, when be 
not only administered assistance and relief to the 
maladies of the body, but also was an instrument of 
gpiritual consolation to the tried and despondiAg- 
mind.^^ 



la addition to the foregoing testimony it may be 
stated, that Joseph Moore was educated by his fa-* 
tber for a mariner, and he made one voyage to sea 
in the capacity of supercargo, at the age of six* 
teen. As he approached to manhood, it is probable 
those religioas impressions, to which allusion is 
miide, influenced him to decline a further prosecu- 
tion of that design. On the 21st of the 2d month, 
1751, when a little over nineteen years of age, he 
was married; and not long after, settled on a farm 
about three miles from Flemixigton, and nine from 
Kingwood meeting. As his children grew up around 
him, the difficulties of getting them to meeting at 
sueh a distance, must have increased. It is probable 
this circumstance, in connexion with his desire for 
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the welfare and improvement of his neighbours, i 
duceil him, in 1772> to make appUcatioo to the 
monthly meeting, requesting a meeting to be held 
at hia house. The sympalhetic and brotherly feel- ] 
ing of Friends at that day, induced them to grant j 
his request, and a meeting was accordingly held 
there. 

Some time previous lo this, Joseph had acceptably 
■ppared in the ministry, but he was not recom- 
mended as a minister until the year 1774. Not long 
after this period, Kingwood monthly meeting had ^ 
the following named ministers belonging to it, who 
frequently travelled abroad in Truth's service; Jo- 
seph Moore, Sarah Lundy, Gabriel Willson and 
Henry Widdifield. ilia said when Joseph Moore ^ 
and Abraham Gibbons visited Nova Scotia, they 
iniTeiied on foot; but no reasons are assigned fot 
this mode of proceeding. In the year 1791, he mel 
with a close tri;i! in the decease of his wife. 

The preceding account of his journey to attend 
the Indian treaty, is the only Journal of his life that 
we have seen. On his return from that arduous and 
deeply exercising travel, he attended the Yearly 
Meeting held in Philadelphia, during the prevalence 
of the yellow fever. He then proceeded on his way 
toward home, as far as Solebury, in Bucks county. 
Here he rested a day or two at his son-in-law, Tho- 
mas Carey's, and attended Buckingham meeting. — 
He was somewhat indisposed at the time; but pro- 
ceeded to his own habitation, and thence to the 
week-day meeting at Kingwood. His indisposition 
continued; and though importuned to stay with his 
friends at Kingwood, he felt most easy to return 
home. The disorder, which was believed to be Uift 
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yellow fever, increased upon him, and in a few days 
terminated his course of probation. He was buried 
near his own dwelling house. 

The following is a copy of a memorandum in the 
family register, said to have been written by Henry 
Cliffton: **Our dear father, Joseph Moore, departed 
this life, after a short illness, on the 7th of 10th 
month, 1793, and second of the week, in the sixty- 
second year of his age; expressing a few days before 
his departure, that if it was the Lord's will to re- 
move him at this time, he felt an entire resignation 
thereto." 
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0/ Jibingion monthly meetings dated the 27th 
day cf the 10 th months 1795, concerning our 
beloved friend y Mraharn, Cadwalladery who de- 
parted this life the 2d day of the lOth mo. 1793; 
aged near sixty-two years. 

It may be said of him, by those who knew him 
from his childhood, that he was one who lived much 
of an inoffensive life. In the early part whereof, he 
manifested a desire to witness a growth, and attain 
to a degree of experience, in the work of true reli- 
gion, so that he became steady and circumspect in 
his conduct, and diligent in the attendance of our 
religtoos meetings. Through the operations of 
graeOy he witnessed an advancement with the in- 
crease of years, and a zeal to cover his mind for tlie 
promotion of the cause of truth; — in a sense whereof, 
he was led to visit, by writing, and privately to 
labour, with such who were too remiss in their re- 
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ligiDus duties — endeavouring to excite in them more 
eire and diligence. 

He was careful to promote plainness in his family, 
by example and precept, and in his dealings and 
commerce among men, manifested great moderation. 
Being a man for peace, he was often concerned for 
ill) promotion amongst Friends, and employed in 
that service among his neighbours. , 

After serving as an overseer for several yeirs, he 
was appointed an elder of our meeting, in 1775j 
and continued therein until his death; — which M-^ 
tions he filled with a good degree of propriety. 

It appears he was taken off by the putrid disorder, 
which at that season prevailed in Philadelphia. Du- 
ring his illness, his eldest daughter being with him, « 
she expressed her belief it was that disorderj— 
whereto he calmly replied, he was not alarmed, for 
he knew not what more he had to do, and beheved 
when our day's work was done, it was best for us 
to go, for that he was easy in his mind. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of Abiugton 
monthly meeting aforesaid. 

George Wiujams, Clerk. 
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LETTERS OF JACOB PAXSON.^ 




In the brief memorial of Jacci^ Paxso^^ately 
published, notice was taken of the affectionate 
tude which he felt for the guarded educatio 
dren^ and especially of thoi^ to whom he 
the endeared relation of a parent. The following 
correspondence with a beloved dSiughter, (many 
years since deceased) who was engaged as a teacher 
in Philadelphia, and resided with the principal of 
the school, (a person of a different religious profes- 
sion)— will exemplify the pious care with which 
he -regarded the moral and religious instruction of 
his ofispring; and the high value with which he 
esteenied the testimonies of Friends. 

Written about the year 1808. 

**My dear girl, — If thou knew the anxiety of soul 
which thy parents feel for thee during thy absence, 
it would, I am confident, in some degree, be avail- 
able, in guarding thee from unthinkingly rushing 
into the broad way with the giddy multitude.—^' 
There certainly never was k time when the gene- 
rality of the people allowed themselves more lati- 
tude, and were less actuated by the dictates of con- 
Bcience, than at the present. Call to mind the situa- 
tion even of some that we have known, — how similar 
Vol. VI.— 30 
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to that of llie prodigal, feeding OD husks amoDg 

swine ! 

My dear daughter, that virtue may be thy primary 
concern, is a subject that often pervades the hearts 
of thy parents. Let every other consideration be- 
come subservient to this; then, I am confident, thou 
wilt experience a greater degree of happiness, even 
in this world, than can be attained in the pursuit of 
any other enjoyment. I trust I am not writing to 
one who is entirely ignorant of what is proper to 
do, and what to leave undone. I hope thou wilt 
^rer remember what it was that rent the king- 
dom from Saul, and produced his gradual decline 
from that time, and finally, his falling where there 
was neither dew nor rain, nor fields of oSering. — 
May tiie God of all grace follow my child, as a voice > 
behind her, till she may he induced attentively to ' 
listen, and faithfully to obey. Then surely she will 4 
have to adopt the language — "That his voice indeed 
is qweet, and bis countenance comely." I believe 
when this comes to be thy happy experience, our 
anxious care for thee hy day and by night, will be 
in some degree abated. 

I mean nothing by what 7 have written, more 
than an open avowal of unfeigned love for my child, 
and for the youth generally — but particularly in that 
great city, where there are blessings and favours 
showered down, more abundantly than on any other 
family of the earth; there are also more temptations 
abounding, suited to catch and ensnare the feet of 
the unwary." 

It may be gratifying to the reader to be inform- 
ed, that the above effusion of parental affection was 
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daly appreciallPby the child to whom it w^« ad- 
dressed. For, a heart overflowing with filial grati- 
tude, prompted the following reply, which is an 
extract from her letter. 

"Your letter, dear parents, conveyed to my mind 
a fresh feeKng of undissembled love, breathing the 
natural, effusions of hearts glowing with ardour for 
the protection of a child. The instructive sei|ti|pents 
it contained, I hope may never b6Nforgott€0 f^he , 
earnest solicitude you expressed, feelipg for me ^lyr 1 
day and by nighV-sunk deep int^ my he#tf^ 
taught me to consider the importance of rectitude df 
i^nduct — and tiie ^monstrous ingratitude of neg}6d> 
ing or disregarding such feelings. You are not 
stmngers to the sensibility of my heart, neither are 
yOQ to the many imperfections of my nature. To 
|WK;oanter these p^pi£l»itie^ and invambly tet ifMl^ 
lierlbet rectitude, dignity and honour^ requires mlsnr 
tikaif file wisdom of Solon»|t;. But, it has long been 
ttty unshaken belief, that dfe anxiety with which a 
rightly concerned parent impresses liis advicie on the 
darling hope of his succeeding years, is never wholly 
forgotten. It is indeed true, that youth, glowing 
with impetuosity of feeling, without the knowledge 
which experience teaches, does not always submit 
to the voice of reasoCpnd truth, tho' communicated 
thro* the endearing rileidium of parental love. Never^ 
theless, when these inconsiderate, irregular creatures 
come to reap the fruits of their misguided opinions, 
and to witness the unhappy effects of leaning on the 
world, the mind often becomes pensive and contem- 
plative, seeking in its own recesses, that peac^e which 
the world could not give. Then is the time we 
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acknowledge with humility, the propriety of youi 
iuter rogations, persuasions, — and even commands." 

The following letter which is given entire, extends 
to some topics of counsel not communicated before. 

"Dear daughter, — For some days past, I have 
thought of writing to thee; but it seemed difficult 
to convey my thoughts and best wishes. Kor, altho' 
with respect to several things, I have fett much 
relieved, and have a comfortable hope that thou arl 
careful, in a good degree, to keep on ihsiaaicMower; 
yet I am willing to own that my solicitude on this 
account, hath been impressive of latter limes. It 
hath revived again and again, huw Martha was con- 
cerned about many things, but Mary had chosen 
the better part. My silent moments have been 
often employed with increasing care on my own ac- 
count, as well as in regard to my dear children, — 
that we might be found in the way of our religious 
duties; fully believing that our social and religious 
obligations are inseparable; and that we never shall 
arrive at that dignity designed fur us by Heaven, 
without paying strict attention to both. I hope 
thou wilt accept this as the overflowing of pure lovo 
for my dear child. I have remembered, while wri- 
ting, a sentiment once expressed, that our 'not do- 
ing' — that is, not attending to the Divine openings, 
'will be set down among our darkest deeds.' I be- 
lieve I am no sectarian, but am solicitous that all 
who have the light, may walk in the light. Then 
they will have fellowship one with another, and ex- 
perience preservation from all sin. 
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I thought to have avoided particularizing any 
thing — but the bar that seems to be in thy way, at 
times, of meeting with thy friends in their solemn 
asseniblies, when health will admit, wt/^f be thrown 
dawn. I wish thee to take it into solid considera- 
tion, remembering, dear child, ^if the truth makes 
us free, then are we free indeed.^ The soul-solacing 
ycomfort that I, with thousands more, have expe- 
^rienced in our little week-day meetings, is not to 
t)e conveyed either by tongue or pen. Wisdoni will 
be profitable to direct in this, as in aH other things. M^ 
I feel at the present moment as thotfgh my soil} ^ 
would never be at rest, with respect to my children, 
#nd in a particular manner for thee, until I see you 
in a good degree 'coming forth out of the wilder* 
Bess,' as is expressed touching the church, Meaning 
OAthe bosom of your Beloved — &irasthe moon, 
elear as the sun, and terrible a» an army with ban- 



ners.' 



I believe the present JW would exhibit to be- 
holders, the most encouraging prospect that ever 
hath been opened in our land, if ttlb^ children of this 
generation would stcMly adherib to the manifesta- 
tions of Divine light dh! what mil become of you, 
if you do not walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with you are called ! 1 know that saying will never 
knd me safe — and I^^pe to look at home. For the 
present farewell.*' V 

Jacob Paxson. 



^ 



A SHORT HISTORY 
0/a long Travel from Babylon to Bethel. 

AN ALLEGORY. 

In the following' allegorical reprMenlalion of Uie eierci™ of b 
•B^ing, ioqairing mind, much iustiDcIiDa is li?li) forth. Whea 
Jesus spake in parables, the depth of his meaning waa not at first 
comprehended by those who listened only to tho outward Biniile, or 
narrative — bnl sh they pondered his sayinga in their hearts, wilh 
, uncere desires ailsr truth, light arosa and gava a deep instniclitc 
' understanding of lbs object of the parable — So to iincere inquiring 
minds, «veo &n allegorical dcacriptioa of the arduous travail of nul 
fiom what is culled a. state of nature Ia a atalc of grace, may fnmiib 
mstructiim, nnd aioite to obedience and faithfulness, in fbllowing that 
" light which lighteth owry man coming into tlie world." 

It hoi been aupposed that Stephen Crisp, one of the primilivc 
Friends in England, wralo this 'short history ofn lon^ travel.' It is 
true, tbat lo some of the old copies tho iniliala, 8. C^ arc annexed; 
Ijut tlicre were other Friends to whom these letters might apply. 
The author, probably, did not wish to divert the icader'a altentioa 
from (he state of his own mind, by considering it merely as a histo- 
ry of (lie mind of tlie writer, and therefore prudently concealed his 
own name, thai so the reader might, as in a glass, view himself, and 
be instructed to keep hi* eye single k> the Light, Ihe alone sure 

To the youth of the Society of Friends, whose profession and pe- 
culiar privilege is to walk in (he "narrow lane, well hedged on bolh 
sides," by the excellent discipline established amongst us, it is int- 
porlant to watch carefully, and keep (heir mental eye to the Light, 
■0 aa not to be allured into the " many bj-lancs and ways" that may 
to the unwatchful appear to be " almost as straight forward" as the 
right way. 

A lesson of deep and very important instruction, is also impres- 
sively held up to (he view of those who, having got into the outward 
court, are resting satisfied, and appearing to lead pleasant lives, and 
seeming not lo want to go any furlher. While jel, the Light, if duly 
attended to, would lead them into the inner courts of the Lord's 
house, and strip them of their "old garments," clothing their minds 
with the " clean Unen, pure and while, which ia the tig-hlcotuaesa 
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of saints.** Thus, they would ifaen become qualified tot more useful- 
ness in the churdi,and more heavenly enjoyment and peace in their 
pwn BOttii* 

Thk Essay has several times been printed, but it is believed an» 
Other impression of it, in the pages of the Miscellany, may be the 
means of more widely diffusing the benefits of its insMctions and 
admonitions. 



lo the days of my youth, when I lived at home 
in TSiy father's house, I heard many people talk of 
the house of God; and that whosoever did attain to 
get into it, did enjoy all manner of ^appiness, both 
in this world and that which is toJ|Mne. And a 
great desire kindled in me, if it were pos^ijj^e, to 
get into the house; yet I knew not where it was, 
neither did they who talked of it;-4)ut they had 
heard the report, and they reported what they had 
heard. There were also some books, that had been 
written by men who had been lo that house; which 
books did declare much of the joy and felicity they 
had in the house. These books I got, and read 
them over and over; wliloh did much strengthen 
my belief in the truth of thi^ |D|ril1ii yet by no 
means could I tell wUb^h was mj^^b^* But so ar- 
dent were my desires« that I tho|i^ht myself willing 
to forsake my father's house, my country, and all, 
and travel any where, wherever my legs would car- 
ry me, so that I might find this house. 

And upon a time, as I was breaking my mind to 
a friend of mine upon this subject, he readily told 
me,. there were men appointed in every place to 
guide those who were willing to go thither, and it 
was their business, and they had nothing else to do. 
When I heard this I was comforted, and desired 
him^ if he loved me| to bri^g mq acquainted with 
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one of those men. He told me he would ; which he 
did. When I came to treat with the man, I let him 
know the fervent desire 1 had lo get to the house of 
God, of which I had heard such excellent things; 
and that I understood he was one appointed fo guide 
any thither, who were willing lo go, and to persuade 
people to go, who were not willing. He very rea- 
dily answered, and told me, it was his business to 
pjide any thllher who were willing to go; and if I 
would comply with his terms, and follow him, he 
would lead me thither. 1 asked him, what his terms 
were. He said the way was lonsc, and would lead 
him from his home, and I must bear his charges, aod 
something over: to all of which I agreed. 

So we set forward on our journey, early in the 
morning; but before we had gone one ivhole day's 
Journey, I saw my guide sometimes stand still, and 
look about him, and sometimes he would pull a lit- 
tle book out of his pocket, and read a little to him- 
self; which made me begin to mistrust, that he knew 
the way no better than I. However, I said nothing; 
but went on following him several days journey af- 
ter this manner; and the farther we went, the more 
my guide was at a loss. Sometimes he went a little 
on, and then would look about him, and turn another 
way, and sometimes right back again for a while, 
and then turn again. So my suspicions grew very 
strong, and I began to be in great anxiety of spirit, 
hut said little to him about it 

But one day, as we were travelling along, we met 
with a man that took notice of my sad countenance, 
and tired condition. And he spake very kindly to 
me; "Young man," said he, "whither art thou 
bound?" And when I began to tell him something 
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of my travel, he desired me to sit down upon the 
grasS; in a shady place, and discourse a little about 
my journey: and so we did, and I told him how 
things had gone with me to that very hour. Whilst 
I was telling him vsxy story, my guide fell asleep; 
at which I was not sorry, for thereby I had the more 
freedom to discourse with the man; and when I had 
told him all, he pitied me; and withal, told me, to 
bis certain knowledge, this guide of mine had never 
)l)ee.n at the house, neither did he know the way to 
It, but as he had got some marks of the way, which 
he had received, as I or aiiy other xsi$^ do; and, if 
I followed him all my days^ I should be npver the 
nearer to it, and should find at last, I had ^ spent my 
time, money and labour to no puipoilk 
' ^This discourse did so astonish me, that I was at 
my wits end, and did not know what course to take. 
The man seeing what an agony I Was in, began to 
comfort me, and told me that the house I sought 
was much neareiUhao J was awarei)f; anAif I would 
forsake that guide, and f^^I^^^^^^y^^ ^^ would soon 
bring me in sight of the house. |ip!4nd,'' quoth he, 
^^ I am one that belo§|g|.to that 'IfiMise, and have done 
sg several years. And whereas/' said he, **thou 
art to bear his charges, and give him money besides, 
{ will assure tbee, it is not the manner of the guides 
tiiat belong to this house of God, to take money for 
guiding people thither. I myself have been guide 
to many a one in my time, but never took one pen- 
ny of them for it." 

By this time, you must think within yourselves, 
how my drooping spirits were comforted; a new 
hope sprang up, and a resolution to forsake my wan* 
4ering guide, and to {olio w this new one. 



^. 
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Upon which I awaked my guide, and told him 
my mind, and paid him what I had agreed for, and 
advised him never to serve any poor soul as he had 
done me: for I see, said I, ihou knowest not the 
way, but as thou hast learned about it in some boot. 
If book-leai-ning would have served my turn, to find 
Uiis famous house, I needed not thee, nor any body 
else to guide me to it; for there are very few wlio 
hive written experimenUlly of it, but I have read 
them diligently: hut now I have met with a man 
that I judge has more experience of the way than 
thou hast, and I am resolved to go with him; and if 
tliou wilt honestly confess thy ignorance, and go 
along with us, come and welcome; one guide will 
serve two travellers, as well as one in the way. 
But I could not persuade him; so 1 left him to take 
his own way as he pleased. 

I now set forward with my new guide pretty 
cheerfully; ant! he entertained me with a good deal 
of discourse by the way. As he went on in pretty 
smooth paths, and without stopping, he told me, in 
a short time we should come in sight of the house; 
which made my travel easier. He also told me 
something of the rules and orders of the house, at 
which I was not at all discouraged; for I considered 
God was a God of order, and I doubted not but there 
were good orders in his house, to which I was willing 
to submit. And as we were thus travelling along, 
he of a sudden spake to me, saying, "Yonder is the 
house." At which I was exceeding glad; for now 
I thought I had not spent my labour in vain. The 
nearer we drew to it, the more my joy increased; 
and when I came in view of it, I pleased myself ex- 
tremely with looking at it, and viewing the towers 
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and turrets that were upon it, and the excellent car- 
Tings and paii^tings, with which it was adorned; and 
there was as much art in setting it forth as could be 
imagined. Oh! thought I, if there be so much glory 
without, surely there is more within, which I shall 
shortly be a partaker of. 

As I was thus contemplating my happiness, and 
WM^ come within as it were a bow-shot ojf the house, 
we were to go down into a valley; which we did: 
and in the bottom of the valley, glided along a small 
river, and I looked about to see a bridge to go over 
ity but could see none; at which I wondered; but on 
we went till we came to the river side; then I asked 
my guide where the bridge was. Truly, he told 
me, there was none, but we must go thifough it, and 
80 must all that go into that house. 

I was a little troubled within myself; but he told 
me be had beeii through it, and there was no danger 
at all. With that I began to think within myself, 
have I taken all these pains, and shall I give over 
for so small a matter as this? What would I have 
gone through, when in my fatheifa house, to attain 
to the knowledge of the house of God, and a pos- 
session therein? Not water, nor verily fire would 
have stopped me then, if I had had so fair a pros- 
pect of it as I now have. 

I told my guide if he pleased to go before, I would 
follow him: so in he went, and I after fiim; but 
wbed I came at the middle, there it was so deep that 
the water went over my head, but I made shift to 
keep my feet to the ground, and got well on the 
oth^r Side; and my guide and I went up together 
very pleasantly. When we came to the top of the 
hill| Uierewas a wide plaiuit and in the middle there- 
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of the house stood. So we went apace and invt 
near to it; and there I saw a very stately porch at 
the west end of the house, and at the door stood a 
Btrong tall porter, to whom my guide spake, and 
■tid to him on this wise: — "This young man hith 
long had a desire to be entertained in the house of 
God; thereupon I have conducted him hither." The 
porter asked him which way I came thither; he said, 
through the river: and I do not remember he asked 
me any more questions, but bid me welcome, and 
let me into the house, my guide going in witli me, 
through many turnings and windings into a great 
hall. Mine eyes went to and fro as I went about 
the house; and in the great hall, there I saw many 
people, who bade me welcome, but none knew the 
anguish of my soul ; for I began to question whether 
I was not again beguiled: for I found the house fool 
and dirty, in almost every part, and so belined with 
spiders and cobwebs, that I thought in myself it had 
never been swept clean since it was built. And 
gome things I met withal that displeased me yet 
worse, as ye shall hear; howbeit, a good bed was 
provided for me to rest upon if I could; and I hav- 
ing little stomach, after I saw how it was made rea- 
dy, went to bed, and disposed myself to sleep what 
I could. But, alas! sleep departed from me, and 
my spirits were grievously vexed, and my cogita- 
tions were many and grievous. Sometimes I thought 
of the paintings without, and how that suited not 
with the dirtiness that was within; and, if I was de- 
ceived, what course I should take. 

After long and tedious thinking, I pleased myself 
with this: it may be better to-morrow. So I fell 
into a slumber a pretty while; but in the morning 
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bef€U*e I arose, I heard two or three contending about 
some accounts, in which one laid fraud to the other's 
charge; the other instead of vindicating himself, fell 
to twitting him in the teeth, with something of the 
like kind : they grew so hot in words, that one 
threatened to turn the other out of doors, and drive 
him back through the river, and never suffer him to 
come into the house any more. 

My heart was ready to burst with sorrow; and in 
the anguish of my spirit I arose and went to them, 
and told them, I little thought to have found such 
doings, or heard such language, in the house of God. 
I fear, said I, I am deceived; and brought in amongst 
you by a fair shew, but see not the glory, peace and 
tranquillity which I expected. So I walked away 
to another part of the house; where I heard a great 
noise and hard words; as I drew near, I understood 
it was about choosing an officer; and two were striv- 
ing for it, and each of them had got a party, and each 
party grew hot against the other. As soon as I could 
be heard, I spake to them, and told them, such kind 
of doings as this, did more resemble a place in the 
world called Billingsgate, than the house of God. I 
went a little farther; and there I heard some women 
scolding about taking the upper hand, and about 
fashions in their clothes; and others about getting 
> tJieir children's playthings from each other. AU 
this, and much more than I shall mention, increased 
my sorrow. 

I now began to long to speak with my guide that 
brought me thither; and with diligent search at last 
I found him, and began with him in this manner: 
Whither hast thou brought me? and where are the 
culctf and orders thoa toldeat me were in the house 
Vol. VL— 31 
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of God ? I have often read of the beauty, order, 
peice and purity of the house of God, but here I 
fiad nothing but die contrary. I fear thou hast 
brought me to a wrong house, and hast beguiled me. 
So I rehearsed to him what I had met ivithali to 
which he replied; I must expect men to have Iheir 
human frailties, and that men were but men : and he 
would haye persuaded me to be satisfied, anti mGke 
further trial. And as for the orders he spake of, 
they were mostly about meats and drinks, and about 
mles for electing of officers to rule the house of God; 
U I would ace in time, if I stayed: and as to the dir- 
tiness of the house, he confessed, that those to vvhoin 
the care was committed to keep the house clean, 
had not been so diligent as they ought 1o have been; 
but he hoped, upon admonition, they would be more 
careful. To which I returned this answer: What! 
dost thou talk of human frailtiesinthe house of God? 
That complaint is at large in the world, but doth 
not become the house of God; into which I have 
heard none can come, but such as are redeemed from 
the earth, and are washed from their pollutions; for 
God S3illi,all the vessels in my house sliall be holy; 
and they that dwelt in the house of God must have 
pure hearts and clean hands. And much more I told 
him of what I had heard and read concerning the 
house of God. I also told him plainly, I had let in 
such 3 belief of the peace, purity, glory and comeli- 
ness of the house of God, that I was persuaded that 
was none of it; and where to find it, I knew not; but 
if I never found it whilst I lived, I would never give 
over seeking, for my desires were after it, and I 
thought nothing would satisfy me short of the en- 
joyment of it. But as for your house here, said I, 
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I have no satisfaction in it; it is not the place I seek 
for, so I must leave you. His answer to me was, 
he was sorry I could not be satisfied there as well 
as he; but if I could not, he would lay no restraint 
upon me: for his part, he had directed me as far as 
he knew, and he could do no more for me. 

After our discourse was ended, I got up, and went 
out, but knew not where to go. ^Several in the house 
threw things after me, in a spiteful manner, but 
none hurt me. So I wandered sometimes north, 
and sometimes south; and every way that came in 
my mind. But whithersoever I went, the anguish* 
of my soul went along with me; which was more 
than tongue can utter, or pen can declare, or any 
one can believe, except this relation should meet 
with some one that hath experienced the same tra- 
vel; which, if it doth they will understand. But 
60 it was, I had no comfort night nor day, but still 
kept going on, whether right or wrong I knew not, 
nor durst I ask any body, for fear of being beguiled 
as before. 

Thus I got into a vast howling wilderness, where 
there seemed to be no w^y, only now and then I 
found some men and women's footsteps, which was 
some comfort to me in my sorrow; but whether 
they got out without being devoured by wild beasts, 
or whither I should go, I knew not. But in this wo- 
ful state I travelled from day to day, casting within 
myself what I had best to do; — whether utterly to 
despair in that condition, or whether I had best to 
seek some other town or city, to see i£^ could get 
Bome other guide. The first I saw to be desperate; 
J also despaired of the last, having been so deceived 
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from time to iime; so that all these consultations 
did but increase the bitterness of my soul. 

One day, as I was travelling in the afternoon^ a 
terrible storm arose, with hail and thunder, and 
great wind, which lasted till night, and in the night 
also. And being weary, both of body and mind, I 
laid me down under a great tree, and after some 
time fell asleep. When I awaked and came to my- 
self, it was still very dark; and, looking abcrat, I saw 
a small light near me; and it came into my mind to 
go to it, and see what it was; and as I went, th« light 
went before me. 

Then it came into my mind, that I had heard of 
false lights, as ignis fatuus^ and such like, that 
would lead people out of their way. Then thought 
I again, how shall I be led out of my way, that 
know no way of safety? And whilst I sat down to 
let these striving thoughts have their course, I took 
notice, and beheld the light as near me as at the 
first, as if it had waited for me. At which I was 
strongly affected, and thought within myself, may 
be some good spirit has come to take pity on me, 
and to lead me out of this miserable condition. And 
so a resolution arose in my mind that I would get 
up and follow it, concluding in myself, that I could 
not be brought into a much worse condition, than I 
was now in. So I arose and followed it; and it 
went a gentle, easy pace at first, and I kept my eye 
straight to it. But afterwards, I found a great part of 
the luggage and provision I had got together, did 
but burden me in my journey; so I threw away one 
thing, and then another, that I thought I could best 
spare; but kept a great bundle of clothes still by 
me, not knowing whether I should need them. 
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As I thus went on, and the light before me, it 
led me out of the wilderness, along a plain country, 
without trees or inhabitants; only it appeared as if 
some few had gone that way; — and the light kept 
in that strait path, without any winding or turning, 
till I came to the foot of a great mountain; and, go- 
ing up that mountain, I found it very hard getting 
up, and began to consider my large bundle of clothes 
and garments, and that several of them were of no 
use for a travieller as I was, that did not know how 
far I should go, nor whether I should want them, 
if ever I was so happy as to attain what I aimed at; 
nor whether the fashions would suit the place I was 
going to. So I threw away some, and anon other 
some, till none was left but what I wore. 

Thus, following my guide, I at last got up to the 
top of this mountain, where I saw another yet higher; 
-I also saw a man that asked me whither I was go- 
ing? I told him I could not well tell, but would tell 
him whither I desired to go. He asked, whither? I 
said, to the house of God. He told me it was the 
way; but he thought I should never get there. I 
asked him why? ^' Why," quoth he, "there are in 
yonder mountain so many vipers,, adders, and ser- 
pents, and such venomous beasts, that they devour 
many people that are going that way. For my 
part," said he, "I also was going, but was so af- 
frighted with those venomous serpents, that I was 
forced to turn back, and so would have you.^' I 
answered him, friend, I have for a pretty while 
taken yonder light to be my guide, and it hath di- 
rected me along this way, and I see it doth not leave 
me; look, dost thou see it there before me? He 
Answered, "Yes, I see it" Well, said I, I havft 
31* 
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betrd by tnTcllen, that if a man hare &re or light, 
the venomous bouts caDnot hurt himj and I intend 
to quicken my pace alittle, and keep as close to the 
light as I can. Come, go along with me and venture 
it. He said it was trne, he had heard that fire would 
preserve from them, but he thought light would 
Dot; hovrever, for his part he would not venture h\s 
sweet life amongst them; if 1 would I mightj he 
wished me well, and so we parted. 

I then made haste, and got pretty near the light, 
as43^i I went the second mountain; and when I 
eame almost to the top of it, I saw many serpents' 
dens and vipers* holes, both on the right hand and 
on the leil; and the venomous beasts drew near 
me, and hissed at me, and I began to be in great 
fear, and trembled exceedingly. But many times, 
when they were ready to sting me, the light would 
step in, or appear betwixt me and them, and they 
were affrighted, and rat away into their holes and 
dens. 

Oh! when I perceived this, how did my heart 
leap for joy within me ! My joy abounded, — my 
fear of the serpents abated, — my love to my kind 
and tender guide increased, — and my courage and 
confidence were renewed, — and I began to believe 
I was in the right way to att.iin my desire. So on 
I went, keeping my eye to tlie light through them 
all, without harm, till I came to the top of the moun- 
tain; and then I saw an exceeding large valley, so 
that I could not see the farther side of it: it seemed 
to be all moors, or places of water, and hogs and 
mire all over the valley, which began again to dis- 
hearten me; but, thought I, what shall I do? All is 
well hitherto. I was strangely delivered from the 
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serpents; and whatever comes of it, if this light 
leave me not, I will follow it, if it be through fire 
and water. 

So I kept on, and went down the mountain, a 
gentle easy pace, and saw many of those cruel crea- 
tures by the way, who put out their stings at ,me, 
but none hurt me. And I took notice the nearer I 
kept to the light, the more they kept from me. So 
I got down to the bottom of the mountain, into the 
large valley, which was very green and pleasant for 
a little way; but by and by, the light went toward 
a great moorish ground full of water, and that I 
thought was very dangerous; but coming just to the 
side of the place, I saw a small narrow path through 
the middle of it, just broad enough for a man to go 
upon it; and into that narrow way the light led me, 
and went before me. Whilst I kept my eye steady 
to it, I went on safely: but if at any time I began to 
gaze about, my feet slipt into the mire and puddles; 
and then I had much ado to get into my way again. 
Had not the light kindly and tenderly waited for 
me, I had lost sight of it, and had perished in the 
way; for sometimes it was so far before me, that I 
could hardly discern it; and then I would quicken 
my diligence, and be more careful of my goings, and 
keep as close to it as I could; so that sometimes the 
light shined round about me, and I walked in the 
8hinings of it with great fulness of spirit. 

After a long time walking in this narrow way, I 
lifted up my eyes to the farther side of the moorish 
valley, and saw beyond, that there was a very high 
mountain, and on the top of it there was a great 
house: at the sight of which I was greatly comfort- 
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ed| supposing that might be the bouse I bad for a 
long time sought 

But after this I met with another sore exercise: 
for there were many who I perceived had been tra- 
velling in that narrow way, and had fallen into the 
mirf ; some on the right hand and some on the left, 
and they lay wallowing full of envy; some pluck- 
ing at me, to pull me in; others throwing mire and 
dirt upon me to discourage me: others would speak 
very fair, on purpose to draw me into discourse with 
them, that whilst thus spending my precious time, 
I might be cast so far behind, as to lose the sight of 
my good guide. But I saw their evil designs, and 
was aware of them. So, keeping in my narrow way 
till I came to the end of the boggy valley, I then 
found firm ground under my feet, to my great com- 
fort I had gone but a little way, when my guide, the 
light, went into a narrow lane, well hedged on both 
sides; at which I was glad, thinking I could not go 
wrong, and need not now take so much care. But 
alas! I quickly found so mahy by-lanes, and ways, 
which lay almost as straight forward as that I went 
in, that if it had not been for the light, which went a 
little before me, I might certainly many times have 
gone wrong; but by carefully keeping to my good 
guide, I at last got up the mountain, and saw the 
house again. I then discerned a man of that country 
a pretty way off, and called to him, Friend, ho! 
friend, what is the name of yonder great house? 
He told me the name of it was Bethel. Then I 
presently remembered that that was the name by 
which the house of God was called in my father's 
country, where I had heard the reports of it, and so 
earnestly set out to find it. 
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Oh ! the joy and consolation that I felt in my 
soul, no tongoe can express, — to think that now 
after all my travels, perils and disappointments, I 
had found what I sought for. So on I went, journey- 
ing with joy unspeakable; and as I went, I viewed 
the outside of the house: it was very large, and had 
but one tower; there was no carved work about it, 
no paintings, nor any kind of device that could be 
discerned; but all the stones were curiously joined 
together from the top to the bottom. I also took 
notice, that all the stones of the building were 
transparent, some more and some less; and I saw 
no windows to let in light from without; and, draw- 
ing nearer to it, I saw it had a large outward court, 
and a pretty large gate to go into it, so that a man 
mighN: go in with a large burden on his back. So^ 
coming to it, in I went; and there I saw many peo- 
ple that were very cheerful, and appeared to live 
very pleasant lives. Some of them told me, they 
had lived there many years, were well contented, 
and wanted for nothing; for there was a mighty tree 
grew in the midst of the court, and the fruit thereof 
was good, and the leaves also, and it bore fruit all 
th© year long. And many of them were so kind as 
to invite me to sit down and eat with them; but that 
I refused; and they showed me a great cistern, 
which they had hewn out to themselves, to catch 
water from the element; and they had made them- 
selves convenient lodgings in the sides of the court, 
to lodge in. 

But all this did not satisfy me; for I saw my be- 
loved guide pass through them all, and enter in at a 
little narrow door at the farther side of it. Where- 
upon I left them, and made haste to the dooriwhete 
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so strait; which 
and what to do I 
ne on every side^ 
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aifcn>yM:i<iirtia,iaA]llt*i)i<f»QBni« te diis? must I be 
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lo go in naked, tikan oalt ai: all. So 
iP^nyywtgy tkioking that a few foli&il ra^ 
hinder me of so great an dgsfwott— 
I was stripped stark naked as ever I was 
I tried to tnt»^ ^nd found no great diScohjr; 
^»i^:» soon as I wii» ^^^l^red, one met wa^ and cast 
^ .sasoent of pur^ >0(^u^5t^ Hnen over me. whida reacb- 
-^ rj my Av; uni :**.-' ^rxiusrht nie into a narrow 
-.cin and S;t'-'v -^ ':\^'>: ho:x^ awhile.'' Then I Isv me 
.,Aa in so much ]<j\ a::d comfort as is iniposiible 
.xj ^e expressed; all ihino^; were so pleasant about 
xiT.'. and my resting place was so delightful, and my 
KiiTt was so fully satisfied, that it overcame me 
yaL:) sonos of joy. But I found it my business to 
V >c:"I and quiet in my happy condition, that 1 was 
w^^»o :o enjoy. 

uiti not been long in this room, before I was 
>» :u ^»;t to see the beauty and comeliness of the 
v,.>cs>. V> 1 walked through it, I found every thing 
^ . ^«ii 4»:j^l bright, that I was ravished in an admi- 
,.,iO »*»s.^r*er. I also met with some people that 
^.,Oof,#^K. '«^ to the house of God with such kind* 
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ntiss as refreshed my heart: and as I came to be ac- 
quainted with them, I marked their conversation, 
and their discourses were exceedingly comfortable to 
me; no quarrelling, no contention, no high nor hot 
words, but all passed with meekness and reverence, 
and due respect one for another. The young men 
waited for the words of the ancients, and the virgins 
carried a reverent respect to the matrons; and there 
was an universal concord and unity, so that I won- 
dered greatly. One day as I was opening my mind 
to an ancient, I told him I admired much, and won- 
dered greatly at the universal concord that 1 had 
taken notice of, beyond all I had met with in my 
life. He said it must needs bo so, and could not be 
otherwise, for that was the guide to lead me hithf^, 
which had been the guide to them all. And further 
told me, there could be no contention, but where 
two spirits strove for mastery; but it was not so in 
this house. His answer was so full and satisfactory 
to me, that 1 said no more to him at that time, but 
went on viewing, and beholding the order of every 
thing I saw, till my soul was filled, and I might say 
my cup did overflow. So that my former labours 
and disappointments, sorrows and perils, did signify 
nothing to me, having now a full reward, an hun- 
dred fold. 

So I returned to my rest again, in a larger room 
than before, singing praises to my God, and setting 
forth the praises of the house, and of them that dwelt 
therein. And awhile after, I was called forth from 
the room where I was, and told I was not brought 
to that place only to take pleasure and delight there- 
in; but there was work to be done, and I must take 
my part of it, and bo faithful and diligent in my 
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employment. To which I answered, it was enough | 
tint I had attained my desires in being admitted in- : 
to thii heavenly place; but if there was any busi- I 
nen that I could do, I was willing to do it, be it ( 
what it would; for it would he my greatest joy to J 
do ady thing to the advancement of the honour of I 
the houte of God, and ihem that dwell therein.— ] 
Then he that talked with me, told me it was my | 
W<vk to teach the children so far as I knew, and 
bad learned, and as far as I should from time to 
time be further instructed. 1 was a little amazed 
thereat, khowing my inabilities: tut having a little 
pondered that part of the sentence, that I should he .* 
from time to time further instructed, I took courage 
ia«my work, and made some progress io it, with 
great fear and reverence; waiting daily for those 
instnictiotiB I was to receive, and which I did re- 
oeire in an abundant manner; and the work pros- 
pered in my hand, and the children loved me, and I 
loved them entirely, as though they had been my 
own children: and many of them grew up to a good 
understanding, and observed their places and orders 
to my great delight. 

After I had thus continued a while. he that talked 
with me came and told me I must take the charge | 
of part of the household, and give them their meat -. 
in due season; and suit every one's meat, in dividing i 
to every one's stale and condition, and not feed strong I 
men with milk, and babes with strong meat; for | 
which purpose he gave me a key that led into the J 
treasury or store-house; which, when I came to sec 
and behold, was abundantly filled with all sorts of 
nourishments, that never could be CKhausted, or 
spent, while the world endured. And I observed 



that whatever I and others took out 'to dbtribute 
daily among the household of God, the store-house 
was still full as at the beginning, and so continues 
to this day, and forever. 

And now, having continued a Iqng time in this 
heavenly habitation, it comes into my mind to let 
my countrymen, and the children of my old father, 
whom I left in Babylon, hear of me; for I suppose 
they judge me lost or devoured; but I could be glad 
if any, yea, all of them, were here to behold, and 
taste and feel what I do. And let none of them 
say;} it happened better with me than with many; 
for I have understood, since coming into this house, 
that the same Light that appeared to me, doth ap^ 
pear to any poor distressed soul in the whole world; 
but the reason that so few come here is, because they 
fear the perils and dangers that are in the way, more 
than they love the Light that would lead them thro' 
them; and so turn aside, and shelter themselves in 
an old rotten building, that at one time or other, 
will fall on their heads, and they perish in the ruins. 
Now if any have a mind to know my name, let 
them know I had a nanie in my father's country, 
but in this long and tedious journey I have lost it. 
But since I came hither I have a ^^ new name,'^ but 
have no characters to signify it by, that I can write, 
. or they can read. Yet if any will come where I am, 
they shall know my name. But for further satis- 

i Actioui I was born in JSgypt, spiritually called; 
and my father went and lived in Babylon, about 
the time the. true children of Israel were in captivi- 
ty; there I became acquainted with some of the 

H^-ftock of the Jews, about the time they were return- 

I ing to. their own. land; And they told me wonderful 

I , Vol. VL— 38 
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things of the glory of the house they had at Jerasa' 
lem, and would have had me go with them. And I 
understood that Solomon, with many thousands of 
carpenters and masons had built il; upon which I 
considered within myself, that if Solomon and the 
orpenters and masons had built it, carpenters and 
masons might at one time or other pull it down 
Bgatn. So 1 went not, but sought a city whose 
builder is God; and now I have found itj Hallelujah 
in the Highest; glory, honour, and renown to his 
worthy Name and power, throughout all agea and 
generations. Amen. 



EXTRACTS 
From tSnihony Benezel's Letters. 
My dear young friend, — I have remembered the 
apostolic injunction, — that christian women ought 
to be arrayed in modest apparel, not costly, but with 
Bobriety. I h^ve thought of the nature of the gospet- 
— of the conduct, dress, and food of John the bap- 
tist, who was as great as any of the prophets; and I 
have considered the outward situation of our blessed 
Saviour, his humble appearance, and his coming in 
the form of a servant, not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister. "Behold," says he, "I am among 
you as he that serveth. " Thus, leaving us an exam- 
ple that we should follow his steps. But, how dif- 
ferent from the example of Jesus Christ, are the 
conduct and views of most of our young pcoplel 
Notwithstanding, it is indispensably necessary that 
such as are desirous to follow him, should demean 
themselves in a manner to answer the sober ends 
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of an industrious^ frugal life, — a life of affection and 
care in theit own families, — and as friends, spiritu- 
ally and temporally, to those who may need their 
assistance. 

Doctor Cave, in his account of the early christians, 
says, ^^they were careful to avoid fine and costly 
things, — choosing such as indicated lowliness and 
innocency. '^ That our ancient Friends understood 
the apostle's advice appears from William Penn^s 
expressions: ^^If thou art clean and warm, it is suf- 
ficient: for more doth but rob the poor, and please 
the wanton.'' If every unnecessary expense is 
wasting that which properly belongs to the poor,— 
and every conformity to foolish fashions is to please 
a vain world, — what can be said in defence of the 
appearance of many of our young people, that is so 
contrary to ths^t humble life, which, as followers of 
Christ, is required of them ! 

If our dear young people would take these things 
into serious consideration, it might, on a bed k)f 
sickness, prevent inexpressible pain of mind. A 
young woman, with whom I had repeatedly treated 
on these subjects, (but in vain) when near the close 
of life, requested her mother not to admit into her 
chamber those who indulged in fashionable dress; 
because, she thought such could not afford her the 
comfort she wanted. 



Philada. 3U/ of 3d mo. 1775. 

Lhave often, dear S., thought of thee with concern 
and sympathy, understanding how much thou hast 
been affected with the misconduct of that unhappy 
woman. I have often mentally queried, as though 
thou hadst been present^ Why dost thou thus suffer 
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thyself to be so much afflicted? Is there anylhwg 
in this tvorld that deserves an anxious thought, but 
how to be fitted to leave it? Are not disappoint- 
ments ©f this kind meant to drive us to seek comfort 
in God alone? But I must acknowledge, that to i 
tender, sympathizing mind, abuse and ingratitude, 
particularly where we have sincerely endeivoursd 
to serve the party, is one of the hardest trials. 

With persons in whom the selfish nature is no- 
subdued, the human heart is hard and bad, astbe 
Indians express it, until radically changed by grace. 
This I have frequently, to my cost, found Co be the 
case of such as went under the appearance, and were 
ready to persuade themselves that ihey were per- 
sons of extraordinary piety. Nevertheless, every 
degree of selfishness indulged, particularly under a 
cloak of religion, is a torment to the parly. That 
poor woman, by the prevalency of wrong propensi- 
ties, is already iierself, as well as the sorrowful 
family with whom she is conneeted, sufiiciendy 
miserable. We will draw a vail over what is past. 
Let us improve by the experience hereby gained, 
end learn to look to God alone, for strength and 
comfort. Where pride and want of candour, and of 
course ingratitude, are suflfered to prevail in any, 
especially high professors, such are indeed sick of a 
bad distemper, and are objects of the greatest pity. 

Thy resolution to seek for strength and comfort 
in reiirement and silence, is very much my own. — 
Neverlheless, in the way of our duty, or in the 
worship of God, where we meet with help from 
our fellow-men, it is matter of joy. There is, as it 
were, a repeated cry in the ear of my mind. Come 
away, — come away from any hope of true happiness 
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from the world) or expectatiop of any real comfort 
or strength, but from God alone. 

**Lean not on earth, — ^'twill pierce thee to the heart, 
A broken reed at best, if not a spear.** — Yeung, 

With sincere affection, I remain thy friend, 

Anthont Benszet* 



EXTRACTS OF LETTERS 
, From Job Scott to James JBringhurst. 

Fairfax^ I2th mo. 11/A, 178^. 

Dear Friend, — About three days since, I receiv- 
ed thy kind letter of 5th month last. I acknowledge 
my great obligations to thee for so kindly writing to 
my wife, to me, and otherwise. If thou art fVee to 
work without wages, (else than what results from 
the agreeable sensations, attendant on acts and dis- 
positions of kindness) thou mayst cheerfully go OH; 
here is more work for thee. But I never expect to. 
be able to afford thee any better compensation, than 
a hearty thankfulness; in thatf (though of small, if 
any use to thee) I hope I am not wanting. 

I am now attending Quarterly meeting heie. If 
I don't go to Redstone, may clear out > by Spring 
meeting; — if I go there, I donH jsee how I can get 
through quite so soon. Several have lately visited 
Friends there. Peter Yarnall is just returned. I 
have been asking a release; but it is not yet seiz- 
ed — so I leave it. Home looks very pleasant, — 
both my own family, and dear New Englaili^ but 
I am still enabled just to say in sincerity,. Thy wiU 
be done. 
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rti^k.. -^t^ne^ riwlir Hia knfccM ii beartUjr 
.^B^ akMktnUc a^kmffirlcifpi. I kaaw h« is ■ 
^mny <■«« ^ *• hkaaed cMnei hA tbereio, bb 
~EiMtWUM< Except <mX, I know m i 
«f hii |MI>'>S 3ny; but tkU being il- 
~Bli^l cfwcludebenlsiioother. 
n & think wh«t s HemiBg it is tt^ 

« ^TC-iilluu>4i<waiUwrcil out ihe storms, profaatioos, 
mi NwnlAilJ' mutplalioas of life, and lo be nearljT 
l^f^.Ht Ebiit bappy shore — that haven of etersal 
Mf^ '*^>t'^ Mttaa hiuuelf can no more assault us; 
«h«« ^ iri<:k«tJ (who oft in life molest us) must | 
fg0i from troubling, and where the weary, tried, 
ffd oAeu Iribulaled soul, forever finds ils holy rest. 
Abme! what unicnown conflicts, perils and 3nare»i 
haTB I yet to encounter! Oh! my God, my only | 
helper, keep, I pray tliec, and preserve my soul, 
^t, aflcr ail I Iiavc known of thy Jove, thy aid, 
ihy wonders in the deeps, and turnings of thy holy, 
pighly hand and arm, in many, yea, in mighty 
ysterSi I unhappily let go my hold on thee, and 
^tde,as many have slidden before me, from the line 
^■t,()lj'C0'"r"3ndment. But whither, my dear friend, 
^ tliis unexpected effusion of heart transported 
_j- Forgive me, if I deviate from the common 
j^^tf" letter writing. I have my ebhings and flow- 
-^^jni may be too much influenced by them. — 
_" ^^t shall I (to with sucli tender emotions as I 
*Vi»(S feel, wlicn looking at the faithful, who 
■j^ajrt run their race, and are, as lively hope 
**"'^^ii, nearly arrived at tJie fruition of end- 
^^^j? My heart expands, at times, under 
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A<i livoly senaatioM hence arising, in a manner bet- 
tor felt Uian described^ 

But then, Oh! the painful balance presented in 
view, of dangers awaiting us whose race in reh'gioua 
exercise was long since theirs commenced. How 
many have fallen on the one hand and on the other! 
The world, the flesh, and the devil, how potent 
these! — how they allure! How many, once in a 
good^ degree escaped the world's pollutions, have 
again listened,-— again been ensnared, tiir finally 
centred in the oondage of sin and corruption! And 
how many have concluded it safest to avoid much 
thoughtfulness about religious things, lest they shouldr 
fail in their attempts and resolutions. But alas ! 
alaa ! there is surely no possible place of safety, but 
in a deep, religious acquaintance with the living 
God. And what will be the woeful, the final, dire- 
ful end of those who live and die without this bless* 
ed acquaintance? No plea will then avail; it will 
not do to say in that awful hour, I was afraid I 
should not hold out, and so I declined even to begin; 
DO, no: as our works and lives have been, our re- 
ward will surely be, all our pleas notwithstanding: 
we shall receive a reward ^^ according to the deeds 
done in the body;'' not according to some imaginary 
purgation which some vainly hope will take place 
afterwards. 

But I must check this unexpected disposition to 
enlargement. So, with endeared love to thee, thy 
wife, brother J., children (especially my dear M. 
from Newport) and other dear friends as way opens^ 

I conclude, and am, as ever, thy affectionate friend^^ 

Jojf Scott* 



ESTB 

East Nottingham, Slh of 1st mo. 1790. 

Deab Fkiekd, — At Fairfax, about the middle of 
last month, I wrote thee, enclosing several letters, 
ind desiring thy forwarding them. I now again re- 
quest a continuance of thy accustomed kindness. — 
When I got to York, I found dear Wm. Matthews 
Bod Elisha Kirk, both much unwell; William very 
low, and Elisha's symptoms threatening. My own 
health but middling, yet I keep going. Dear Peter 
Yarnall out on Truth's errand. I believe I am ex- 
cused from going over the mountains: am now bound 
towards Baltimore and the Eastern Shore; and ex- 
pect Evan Thomas to join mo in a visit to the meet- 
ings there. I think Annapolis bears much on my 
mind; and has often done so, since I passed by it, 
last spring. 

Ups and downs are still my portion ; but I get 
relief, and feel clear, at and of most places; tad 
that's a great favour. 

Third Havm, Mart/hind, Isl mo. 21th, 170O. 
Dear Friend, — Yesterday, I received thine of 
Ibe 31st I had felt much about Annapolis, and that 
I must go there; but could not, in the light. Iti) 
almost a strange case to me ; at least, entirely a sin- 
gular one. I never before felt so much, so long, 
and repeatedly for any place, that I could not, after 
all, get to. So, after a few days at Baltimore, and 
being clear there, my way opened to go round, and 
take meetings down this shoi-e, and up Delaware 
lide. Since I got rid of my hobbles about going to 
Annapolis, I have got along greatly relieved, from 
place to place, both among Friends, and several other 
meetings. Oh! He that has called us is holy ! Bless- 
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ed be bia name forever! He never said to Jacob's 
iuliering, wrestling seed^ Seek ye i^y face in vain. 
: I see nothing nqw, but tbat I may be in your 
eity, a good bit (as the phrase is in this land) before 
Spring meeting; but cannot tell how I may be di** 
Feetod. Thy last enclosed a very welcome present 
from my dear wife's father, giving the best and full^ 
est account of her for some time past. 

Oh! how oft, by night, alone, my soul 
On supplication's wing has soar'd, and begg'd 
Some guardian angel's aid; some holy influence 
From on high, attendant, to preserve her 
I' Safe from harm. Nor has the intercession 
Altogether been in vain. 
May I, may she, may all that's mine, 
*ln humble, deep prostration, ever bov^, 
His might, who's all in all, acknowledge, and 
^s ever due, ascribe to Him alone all praise. 
Dear John McKim is still with me, very accepta* 
biy — a meek follower of the Lamb; I love him 
much. Forget not to mention me to my very dear 
friend, Samuel Emlen. His several kind hints are 
tiruly friendly, but almost alarm me; especially 
^ what he says in one of those letters, about appoint- 
ing meetings. I recollect that, with all his expe- 
rience, he seldom appoints any. Indeed, I con^t 
; fees, this very thought has, divers times, almost for* 
[ bid my doing what I believed my real duty. What! 
; I appoint meetings among other people, when such 
V Ibthers in Israel, so greatly decline it ! But, it is 
i bdit for us to have some ballast, lest much sail overset 
;' our little boat. I hope all is well, in ihese respects; 
f and if so, let us give thanks and ff) on, each in his 
crivn right line. I rest, as ever, thy sure friend. 
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North Providence, 5th mo. 28tk, 1790. 

Dear Friend, — Divers weeks ago, I received > 
very kind and acceptable letter from thee. Myself, 
my dear wife, and several of the children, have been 
giek. I had the common complaint, called injlu- 
enza; they, and the rest of the children, the mea- 
sles — nearly all of us sick at the same time. It was 
a trying dispensation, but I hope not unprofitable. 
We are now mostly pretty well recovered. It has 
been a time of general illness here; more so, it i» 
thought, than ia remembered to have been before. 

I look back on my late visit, with a degree of 
solid satisfaction : my mind is greatly relieved 
thereby. And whether it can be of any use to any 
but myself, or not, it can never be unprofitable to 
my own soul, if I dwell under a right sense of th* 
Lord's wonderful dealings, through the course of it. 
And further, I view, with peculiar satisfaction ood 
thankfulness, the kindness of Friends, from place 
to place, where my lot was cast. May every care, 
attention, and favour, be duly acknowledged by 
me, and rewarded by the Lord, according to his 
own good pleasure, and in the way that he pleaseth. 
I find my mind now engaged in family cares, and 
am glad of beingat liberty therefor. It is pleasant 
to be sometimes at home ; but there is need of con- 
stant watchfulness there, as well as abroad; with- 
out it, no safety; and with it, scarce any danger; 
as he that calls to the watch, will not desert the 
watchful. Thus greatly depends our preservation 
on our own vigilance; though we are nothing, and 
can do nothing, of ourselves, unassisted. 

6th mo. 5lh. — Since writing the foregoing, I 
have received thine of the 1 6th of Sth month, and 
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jieVeral others conveyed to me therewith; — ^all very 
acceptable. I h^ve heard nothing from Hugh Judge^ 
nor from any of the other Friends^ mentioned by 
thee as coming this way^ since thy aecount. No 
doubt, all who come in Truth's meekness and au- 
thority, will be thankfully received, by such as 
pant for living waters. 

Mysel{^ my dear wife and family, are now in 
tolerable health; and I hope, in some good degree, 
under Divine protectiop. May the Lord of all ten*^ 
der mercnes be ever carefully sought unto, by us all, 
for dir^ion, assistance, and preservation. Ife 
. 9lone is able, and, blessed be his name forever, he 
has emitiently shown himself to be alse willing: all 
th^t is lacking, therefore, is on our part; and there 
is room enough, I feel daily, for amendment. But 
I look and hppe to press forward, as ability is given. 

My dear wife joins in the salutation of love to 
thee and thine. In the renewed sense of which, and 
of the like to many brethren and sisters, I still rest 
thy obliged and thankful friend. 



North Providence^ 9th mo. 12M, 1790. 

Dear Friend, — I seasonably received. thy kind 
letter, of 7th month, which was truly acceptable, 
both in itself, as to its contents, and as a renewed 
token of thy attention and regard. 

I gladly hear of dear Peter YarnalPs success in 
the LamVs warfare, and of the recovered health of 
that veteran soldier therein, James Thornton; who, 
I trust, will be dear to my life,, as long as my life 
is **hid with Christ, in God.*' I^an scarcely speak 
of my visit tahim, without either a degree of rev- 
ei^nce, or a degree of restraint upon my feelings | 
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the latter may be llie best: however, my endeared 
love in to him, I hope, in the Lord. And if he 
thinks me worthy of his notice, and is able to write, 
I feci as \t a line from him would be as good to m; 
soul, as from any man I have known: but in tliL9,u 
in all things else, the Divine will he done. 

I enjoy tolerable health; — my dear wife is in t 
low state, but a little about house. 1 am not yet ia 
any way of business that affords any eonsiderafaU 
degree of comfortable prospect, nor do I see much 
of a way open for it: yet doubtless, I shall be fa- 
TOured with as much as I deserve, every way, and 
if I can be resigned, that will be enough: though I 
confess, my resignation has been, and is, very 
closely tried. May the everlasting Arm support 
through all ! 

I believe Hugh Judge ia gone eastward. Please 
to communicate my dear love to Samuel Emlen, 
whose love and kindness to me are not, and I trust 
will not soon be forgot — also to William Wilson, 
John Elliott, Samuel Hopkins, Thomas Scatter- 
good, Nicholas Wain, Daniel Offley, John Parrish, 
and their families ; and I might, with equal respect, 
name divers more on your side the Delaware. 



North Providence, lO/h mo.Stfi, 1792. 
Dear Friend, — Thine came seasonably and ac- 
ceptably ; but much engagement of divers kinds, in 
getting ready for a visit through our very extensive 
Eastern Quarter, prevented my answering it. Thy 
last, though long in coming, is truly welcome, 
both as a testimony of thy kind attention, and of 
dear Samuel Emlen'e. I trust, if it be my lot to 
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fefieet Urn in a foreign land, it will'^ trulj^ rejoid- 
ing to me, bbwever it niay be to hiwL 

I believe I told George Churchman, ^ I g^ot rea- 
dy seasonably, I might attend your vArly Meet- 
ing. It looked agreeable to think of Being with 
mai^y dear friends, once more, at this - meeting. 
But that passed, before I was ready, or, before 
some of my friends were. I expect I may get 
away in a month from now; possibly a little sooner, 
and perhaps not so soon. I have now^no prospect 
of beinjg your way. 

Mocbi -heart-felt nearness remains with me to- 
wavds'many dear friends in your city, and round it; 
too mafiy to name. I desire the» to give my en- 
deared love to such in the city and country, as thou 
may think proper; to dear James Thornton, in 
particular, whose kindness and attention to me, 
when your, way, I trust, will not be forgotten. If 
^ thou^ or any of my friends among you, should ever 
think it worth while 16 write me over the water^ I 
shall be glad to hear if James be living, and how he 
is; and any advice he may have for me.^ J trust 
the X^ord will be with him to the close. 

I remain, with sincere good-will and-^ affection, 
thy assured friends 



Londorij 2d of 2d months 1793. 
Be^r Fri^nii, J. B. — I write to inform thee and 
my friends^ th^ I have got safe over the ocean ; 
firsts to Dunkii^> then to *Do?eiS| and so up to 
London. The awful thvjsgs in deep waters, I may 
pass in Alienee. I had my health, on the passage, 
which was horn Boston, Um 5th on^th mow 1799, 
to D^nkirk^ 5th of ist mo.r ^|^>^i found deur 
Vol. VI.— 3S 



Hm kindly dK^ with ^le^ this grefti melroiiQltt; 
wheM wiui^iTiyod^atfe^ay week* He is stiU ac- 
e^tabiyj^lli OM^ and may- be some time Img^ 
My usual^Midi of tribulation ia still allotted me, I 
haTe h^n a prisoner in bonds and in sufinrtog 
silence^ near all the time I have been in Londoa ; 
hot am thankful that the strength of I«^el jast eaa- 
bles me to say, from the heart, Thy will be done, 
in all things: and, if Lmay be graciously preserv- 
ed from the evils that are in the world; and at last 
received into favour with God, and the>£dkiw&hip 
of the blessed, I think, at present, I do wholly 
yield all things else to Divine disposal. Ilodge at 
dear John Eliott's, and meet there a very kind en- 
tertainment I see scarcely a day forward, andean 
say nothing when I may leave this place. 

Yesterday, I received a very affectionate letter 
from my very dear friend, Samuel Emlen, dated at 
Cork, 28th of 1st month. He writes that he is not 
very well at present; and that Sarah Harrison, as 
well as himself, has been considerably aflfected by 
the moist air of Ireland. He says M. Ridgway and 
J. Watson have both been ill, and he thinks Jane 
is much altered since her leaving America. 

I am, affectionately, thy friend. 

Liverpool, 3d of 7th monthy 1793. 

Dear Friend, J. B. — About three days past, I 
received thy very acceptable letter of 4th month 
last; and am glad to find Truth still favours its faith- 
ful followers to discharge their mission, to their own 
solid relief. The account of dear Thomas Scatter- 
good's service among a few negroes, is pleasant. — 
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I hopeibe Indian tireaty^ if iMias beeiyittld^ has been 
useful; and should be gWl # faea^twresult 

I am waiting a passage J^ Ircidnd, -th eJ ij in d being 
contrary, for about a week past My H&mf^Jbfisyon 
the whole, been about middling. It is'likeiy4his will 
come by dear Deborah Darby and Rebekah- Young, 
they intending to sail pretty soon from this port, to* 
your city. May Israel's Shepherd preserve them 
over the briny deep, and in their service in America. 

Dont forget my love to thy dear son John. May 
his heart be more and more fixed on things above, 
and ri^tly -weaned from earthy and every unsub* 
sts^ntial joy. 'Tis kind in Heaven^ to ^¥ea'fi us from 
the world, — and make us know thaf nought on 
earth can satisfy the longing of imriiortal sotids.-^ — 
Bu^ if we blame the stroke, and murmur at the kind 
(though trying) dispensation, we may lose thebene^ 
fit of the rod, — sit down where we #ere before, or 
in a worse- state, and render mote severe chastise- 
ments necessary. J hsive not much to add, more than 
my love to all my dear friends. If I name a few, I 
dont forget, nor cease to love the rest. Dear James 
Thornton,! cant foiget/ I hear his wife is removed; 
but I trust his firm aM^r is not removed. "A little 
I may feel with^^m in hii^ial: but he w#ll knowis, 
all things* work togeth%»for gdbd, to alt who' right- 
ly improve whatcy6f*is measured out to theni^ 

Dont Ibrget^ dd^r John Pembertcfti. All mual 
work good to hinr'top, if he stands right throug)i 
all. Dear Samuel Simith, Thomas Shatt^good^ John 
Parrish, William Stvery, ^Daniel Offley, Arthur 
Howell, tames Perftberton^and to%many more t©- 
be now enumerated. Dear^Samuel Emlen, is, 1 be^' 
lieve, still in London, as well ^usuaL Sarah Htr- 
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rison gone, oc going for Wales; feeble in body ind 

exercised in mind. My love to Samuel's wife and 

children — 'to dear Sarah'g husband and family— to 

■ dear William Wilson, and very especially to dear 

. Samuel Hopkins and all his — to thy dear Ruth, and 

I all thy family, and lastly to thyself, which brings 

me to a cloae. Thy friend, Job Scott. 



ADDRESS TO YOUTH. 
The following Counsel and Advice, said to have 

been tnrilien by a Schoolmaster, toko had r*- 

moved to Virginia, was sent to Letitia Sice, 

addressed to his former pupils. 

As now, dear youtlis, increasing with your yean, 
A riper judgment in your ways appears; 
Let childhood end where manhood's state begins. 
And timely lay aside all childish things. 

You who, like plants, have in my nurs'ry been, 
Whose stems were thriving, and whose leaves were 

green. 
Whose buds and blossoms were my pleasing care, 
Heav'n grant your branches now good fruit may bear. 

And as sincere aSection warms nny heart, 
The following brief advices to impart, 
Them, as a present to you, I now give, 
And beg you will the same in love receive. 

First, let that gracious call you often hear. 
Which kindly whispers in your inward ear, 
Informing what is good, and what is ill, 
Direct your judgment, and restrain your will. 
Be this your guide in ev'ry doubtful road. 
It ne'er misleads;— it is the voice of God. 
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The holjr scriptures next befiflle ymn Im^ . 
These are as way-marfcgrfWftbe hfeav^Biy ^y — 
The good examples of the^lHnts •£ old, %-^. 
Whose lives and actions there are truljli^li^;. 
Will give you strong encouragement to tr6lj|' 
The paths that unto happiness will lead. 
There you observe, when they resignM their brecth^ 
The just and good found happiness in death. 

When you the gospel^s holy laws peruse. 
Not made for speculation, but for use, 
Implore a ray of that celestial Light, 
Which makes a clear discovery to the sight. 
Of the true scope, the meaning, aad design. 
Of what you read; — such knowledge iscUvine. 
As in this science you divinely grow. 
Let faithful practice follow what you know. 

Instructed thus by grace and sacred writ. 
To which let all your faculties submit. 
Act in each scene of life a steady part. 
With constant, true sincerity of heart. 
Hypocrisy, and mean disguise detest, 
Simplicity's the beauty of the breast 

'PlTould you the favour of your Maker share. 
Serve him with great hamility and fear. 
The humble soul, with joy. is often crowned. 
And meek, conlrited MMlrts with peace abound. 
Would you of virtiMtfi ones obtain the praise, 
Be courteous, and be just in all your ways. 
Regard your dealingjs with observant awe. 
And make your promises a sacred law. 
Beware' of pride, — of arrogance beware. 
Behold the fate of fallen angels there. 
What art thou, man ? a worm ! a puny mite 1 
A nothing in the great Creator's sight! 



^v. 



3S0 ASDHESS TO TOUTR. 

Wliatevor course of life Heaven may allot, 
Be not your duty towards your God forgot 
With this begio each morn before you rise, 
Witli this coDclude, ere slumber close your e)'es. 
Let mental pray'r and praise your hearts possess, 
By day and night, and you will often bless 
The hand that gives you raiment, meat, and bread, 
By whom the lily's clolh'd, and ravens fed. 
Be diligent in all religious dues, 
Be earnest and devout^ — and let no views • 

Of worldly honour, or of sordid ^in. 
In error'a paths your fettered minds detato. 
Be not lukewarm, flor yet too hot begiRt — 
A constant, «tkady paee the pAxe will win. 
Of all extremes assidootlsly beware, 
As zeal too forward mostly prpres a sture.. 
Some with an eager hett run en so fiMl^'' 
They get a sad, inglorious fall at last. 

So have I seen a fire, with sudden blaze, 
High in the air its shining summit raise; 
But wanting substance to sustain the flame, 
Sink on a sudden to its base again: 
Where neither light nor heat were shortly found, 
But only dcad'ning ashes strew'd the ground. 

May you, ye tender youth, yourselves approve, 
By deeds of mercy, purity, and love, 
By acis of justice, with a steady heart. 
And never from the paths of virtue start. 
IMay you, in trials and temptations, find 
Calm patience, and true fortitude of mind. 
In limes of sickness, may you feel that Pow'r, 
Which can give comfort in a dying hour. 
And when you change a future life for this. 
May you enjoy a pure, eternal bliss. 
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RACHEL LIGfilTFOOT. 

Rachel JL%htfoot wife ofM^hamas Light|pot, being 
seized with weakness of boay, from the eitf|f stag^ 
of it she was favoured with a sense of hei^ ap||p^oach- 
ing dissolution; yet thought h right to use spme 
means to mitigate the disorder-^although she did 
not think it was in the power of man to cure her^ 
By taking medicine she was so retieved fttid strength- 
en^, that she got to the Yearly Meeting in^he ^th 
mo. 1789, and attended most ef the sittings. ^ After 
her return, she said, ^' I am thankful I was e|[iabled 
to attend the Yearly Meeting — though some may 
"think I had better have stayed at home and taken 
care of myself; but I am glad I was there; for I 
firmly believe it will be the^last time.*' 

She continued to ride out at times, and attended 
meetings till the 11th month following, when the 
weather growing cold and her weakness incteosing, 
she became necessarily confined at home; an^ m 
taking a, serious view of her past life, she laid, she 
could not charge herself with any gross evil; butiiad 
to magnify that faknd that preserv^d4)er, and inclined 
her mind in youth, to seek the company of good- 
friends, and those who wet*e older, and,^s slie said, 
wiser than kerselC Yet in some instances she had to 
regret her ngk keeping close enough to the true guide : 
lor, being left in easy circumstances in the world, to 
do just as she pleased — she wa^^ften solicited to jom 
in parties of pleasure, or what is called innocent pa#* 
time; ai|^ sometimes went contrary to the convictions 
of Truth in her own breast-shaving for several years, 
no care-taker so much as td say to her,{lachel, if thou 
art uneasy, dont go. And even after she ha4 entered 
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r lists and become a party, could not be soeiablt 
with them, — and this some were ready to impute W 

T pride, when it was no less tlian the openicigiof 
aivine light in her mind for her preservation. Thtnt 
remarfcB she repealed occasionalty in the heariogoT 
the younf; women who were so kind as to visit hef 
in her sickness, that lliey might beware of spendiag 
their precious time unprofitably. 

She often expressed a desire for the company of 
good friends, which she was at times favoured to 
lenjoy — though she thought these seasons too few. 
She continued in a humble, watchful state of mind, 
often desiring patience might be her portion amidst 
ftll her confiicts; at the same time confessing she bv 
lieyed few ever wasted away with less pain — which 
she esteemed a great favour to her, a poor creature. 

One time as she was striving to recollect some 
transaction that was past, she said, "But I am afraid 
to look back, lest I should forget to look forward." 
At another time, near her end, she said to her hus- 
band and Susan Judge, ■' Come and sit down by me, 
and let us have a little meeting by ourselves," — and 
after a time of silence, in a broken manner, said, 
"Oh! the aboundings of divine love that I feel is 
beyond expression: — and Oh! how dearly I loveyoo 
is beyond the power of my speech to declare." She 
would sometimes near the close call her little chil- 
dren to her, and embrace them, recommending all 
lo ilie great Care-taker. 

She kept her bed but one day. In precious faith 
she quietly expired the 1st of the 5th mo. 1790. 

£MD or TOL. VI. 
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